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Resolut ions on sever al g reat issues fa~ing th.e 
th wer e adopted b~- t he SCEF Loa rd at Jts semJ 

Sotl a ! meeting- in Oct ., J !J65. Action pr oposals, things 
. nnll' . a ·11c!ivirlual can do even alone, w ere s uggested t o 

v) 
:tn. ]cment them. Becau se of their general interest, 
unP print excerpts from both ihe r esolutions a n d 
we 

. 011 proposals . 
act! 

on Foreign Policy Debate 
•·v\'e express ou r deep concer n abouL Lhe war in 

" eLnum and especi: ll y ihe lack of publ ic di scussion 
\ 

1
• u~hout the South rega r ding the fo r eign p olicy of 

ih'.
0 

c;un t ry .. .. This r efl ects a t raditional illness 
ou\ }J(; South : it has silenced discussion on the matter 
of ,,cc r elation s a nd in the process has tended t o 
of ,., 11 bl. · .,. , debate on a pu JC Jssues . 
stl' '1 

··Ther efore, insofa r a s possible, we p lan to en-
·a"'e a series of workshops and conferences 

cotll'"' o"'hout the South at which can be discussed 
LhrO ,., . . 

.,·ing p omts of Ytew on both f or eign and domes tic 
v~t. ~h t . 

olirics of " e n a ton. 
p "This is in line with t he long--time objecti,·e o f 

I Sout hern Conference E ducati onal F und of 
j tC ' . . 

in!!'in~ true de mocracy t o the South .... ' \ e 
hr · 1 d' · · · 11 · J that S UC l ISCUSSlOn IS espCCI:l y lnlj)Ortant 
~crjhC Sou th at this t ime because the cir il rig hts 
111 rcmcnt , no\\· th ai it has st rugg'led for the right 
ll'

0
rote for all, mus l moYe on to findin g s omething 

t.O 'Iningful to vote for . ''~"e believe that democracy 
)llC• 1 I 1 f' . d' . oernands peop e a t every eYe ~ s ociet y .1 scusst~g 

basic issues that face their commumt y, the ir 
jhC ' . • ' 

, jon. 1 he nat ion, and the world. 
rr, 

'·In the past, too many elections h ave been fought 
. t 011 t he single distor ted issue of keeping white 

oU 11e in pow er. Kow we m ust inject in t o election 
peoloaigns deba tC' on basic is sues tha t affect nl! 
Cillll. 

m en's lives. and thi s m eans fi rst of all creat in g a 
fe rmen L of discussion arouud thes e issues." 

A ction S>I{Jr!CS ! I'd : I f ]W b lic discnss ions of .fon·ign 
]Jolicu a1·r (1/-rcu dy iii progress in yom· community, 
S1lJ1JlOI'I them, 111',1/ C fril'nds to attend them. I f n on e 
arc plmmed, try to stw ·t. thcm-th1·ongh colleges, 
cim1·chcs, !'I.e. i f those u•ho oppose the w u1· an' bcin!J 
atlochl'd in your community, dcj en tl their 1·ight to 
speed: and w ·gc othns to do so . 

On 'License to lVI urder' 
"We exp1·ess concern about what has (·orr ectly 

been called ' l icense to mur de r ' : r epeated acqu ittal 
o.f \\'h it e people who ki ll Negr oes and white civil 
rights worker s .. . . W e s upport p t·op osed federal 
legislation making it a f ederal offe nse to inju re or 
kill a p erson beca us e of hi s eolor. his involvement in 
t he ei\·i l rights m ovement , or hi s exer eise of t he 
const itutional r igh t to seck redress of grie\·ances. 

"\\' c renew the appea l we made a year a go for 
a syst em wher eby juror!' in federal court would be 
select ed f rom an~'where in the na t ion, not just th<· 
dis t ri ct whct·e the court is loca ted. I n this , w e arc 
nol renouncing the principle of t rial by a jury of 
one's peers . Rather we s ay that, in a world that 
has s hrunk as ours has in modern t imes, t.he 
geographic area in which our ' peers ' liYc has 
expanded . ... 

·'Fur thermor e, w e question whe ther the men wh o 
have been aequittcd in Souther n conns on charges 
of killing a nd injuring civii rights workers h<l\'C 
r ea lly been t r ied b~- a ju rr of their p eers . I n s itua
t ions of community hysteria , where only t he \·oiec of 
rac ial bi ~otr~· i s heard and Neg1·ocs have lit tle voice 
:lt all, t he j ut·y is chosen f r om only a f;mall SC'etion 
of t.hc tl efendnnt's 'peer s.' \ Ve bclicv(: OU!' p!'opos:~! is 
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riD • • • • What You Can Do 
actually the way to save the system of trial by 
jury of one's peers. 

"We also propose to carry on an educational 
campaign to call to the attention of the public, 
especially the Southern public, the shocking facts 
about the extent to which murder has been a part 
of their way of life." 

Action Suggested: W1-ite and get others to write 
congressmen and senato1·s urging legislation to make 
murde1· a fede1·al offense in civil rights and simila1· 
cases. Su.ppm·t the proposal jo1· federal jurors from 
all ove1· the na(ion and explain it to others. Write the 
U .S. Justice Depa.1·tment and demand enforcement of 
laws now on the books barring 1·ac-ial d'iscrimination 
in jm·or selection. Talk to ]Jeople you know and 
O?'{}rtniza tions you belong to and ask them. to act also; 
point out that so long as t•iolence goes unchecked in 
the South, each U .S. citizen sha.res part of the blame. 

On Enforcing Laws 
"We call on the federal government to move 

much more decisively to enforce and bring to life 
civil rights measures already enacted. Especially, we 
call for cut-off of funds to any locality that uses 
evasive tactics to a void compliance. 

"We are concerned by a series of recent state
ments by U.S. Atty. Gen. Katzenbach indicating a 
weakening of will to enforce civil rights legislation, 
and causing us to lose confidence in his policies. 

"We urge that he immediately send federal 
registrars into all Deep South counties where 
I'll egro Yoter registration has been restricted; the 
small number into which registrars have been 
sent represents only a small beginning ... " 

Action Suggested: Order the excellent report of 
t he Sou.t.hcrn Rrgiona.l CmHZCl~l on continued ;;clwol 
i<C[/'I'C!Jatio-11. Pass it on to friends, Sec wltat can l1e 

done in your eommunit11 t.o speed up school integrar 
tion; this is not just a Veep South problem. 

fVrite the U.S. office of Education and demand 
cut-off of fedeml funds to school dist1·icts that arc 
evading the 1964 law 1·equiring good-faith desegreg~ 
tion. Write Atty. Gen /{atzcnbach urging the sending 
of fedeml 1·egistra.rs into all Deep South counties 
1.vhe1·c N cgrocs have been clepl"ived of the vote. 

On Economic Reprisals 
"'\Ve are concerned about the continuing numbers 

of people in the South who are subjected to economic 
reprisals-loss of jobs, credit, etc.- because of their 
civil rights actions ... We call on the federal govern
ment to help these people through the channeling of 
funds from the anti-poverty program for their as
sistance. 

"The federal government has enacted laws to 
bring about changes toward equality ... but laws 
are only brought to life when people in local com
munities step out to implement them. The federal 
government must support those who are supporting 
the changes." 

Action Suggested: 'J.l1,·itc to P1·esident Johnson 
ubout this. A sk others in the civil r ights movement 
to take up the campaign to get anti-poverty .funds 
nsccl for this pw·posc. 

On HUAC and the Klan 
"'\Ve note with continuing concern the hearings 

on t he Ku Klux Klan by the House Un-American 
Activities Committee (HUAC). ·we have protested 
the idea of these hearings since they were first 
proposed ... 

"We believe HUAC is unconstitutional and a 
danger to democratic processes because it investi-
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gates men's ideas. \Ve object when it attacks our 
most intense OJJponents, because if Constitutional 
protections of free thought and assodation apply 
to one they must apply to alL 

"Furthermore, we consider the hearings a cruel 
hoax, because they will not stop violence and break
down of law enforcement. This calls not for investi
gation of men's ideas, but for enforcement of laws 
against criminal acts." 

Action Suggested: If you agree with the SCEF 
position 011 this, write a. letter to your local paper 
and state why. (PTcss coveragr of the Klan hearings 
implied that long-time opponents of H UAC were not 
protesting these hearings; actually civil rights 
groups comlnnnecl them ?·epeatedly. A strong joint 
petition opposing them was sent to President John
son by the Southe1·n Christian Leadership Con
ference, Student Nonviolent Coord·inating Committee, 
Mississipp·i Freedom Democratic Party, Highlander 
Cente?·, and SCEF. Copies available from SCEF.) 

Also, write your cong?·essman and ask that the 
Klan hearings not be r esumed and that HUAC be 
abolished. 

Long-Range Program 
The preceding action program is part of the 

continuing work of the Southern Conference Educa
tional Fund (SCEF), which has as its goal equality 
for all people, regardless of race, creed, color, 
national origin, or economic condition. SCEF es
pecially tries to bring white and Negro people to
gether to work for these aims; its present program 
calls for work in the following 10 fields of action, 
approved by the SCEF board in May, 1964, and 
reaffirmed in October, 1965: 

1. Assist in development of economic programs 
where needed-such as co-ops, credit unions, home 
industries, development corporations to attract 
industry, etc. (The need for this has been especially 
evident in West Tennessee and Mississippi, and 
SCEF has already done some work along these lines.) 

2. Assist in more and better interpretation of the 
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integrat ion movement, its goals, etc., to the general 
public-leaflets, brochures, ete., especially in crisis 
situations. A great need. 

3. Expand The Sollther-n Patriot as soon as 
feasible by attempting to double the circulation 
with an eye toward increasing the frequency of 
publication to twice monthly. (The Patriot is now a 
monthly journal, reporting news and trends in the 
Southern freedom movement.) 

4. Continue program of education in civil liberties 
and the relationship of civil liberties to civil rights. 
(More workshops such as one held in Atlanta in 
l~J63.) 

5. Legislative activity, building grass-roots sup
port for civil rights legislation, national, state and 
local. The Western States Project (in support of 
national civil rights legislation) was a program 
along this line. 

6. Political activity-support for civil-rights can
didates on a non-partisan basis, building political 
activity at the grass roots. Some of this is already 
in progress. 

7. Helping, through education and stimulation of 
idea exchange, to broaden the objectives of the 
movement to encompass political and economic 
issues, general reform of society. 

8. Parochial visitation-that is, individual contact 
with people, building a framework and a network of 
key people in communities across the South, people 
who can be moved into simultaneous nonviolent 
action when issues call for it and who can have some 
manner of contact with each other. 

9. Encouragement and help of militant local 
nonviolent movements where possible. 

10. Encouragement and help to the labor move
ment and peace movement in the South, where 
possible. 

(See next panel for what else you can do to help.) 
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If You Would Also like 

To Help Finance 

This Action 

Program, Send Your 

Contribution To 

Any of The 

SCEF Offices: 

Southern Conference Educational 

Fund, Inc. 

4403 Virginia Ave., Louisville, 
Ky., 40211 

176 Dean St., Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11217 

822 Perdido St., New Orleans, 
La., 70112 

THE REV. FRED L. SHUTTLESWORTH, President 

Our publication, The Southern Patriot, is sent to all 
persons who give $2 or more a year to SCEF 
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