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Friday , JanuDry 1 a t 11: 00 a . m. the Lowndes County Christian 

Movement (LCCM) will hold a press conferenc e a t "t ent city" 

in Lovmdes County, west of Lowndesboro on Route 80. 

Stokely Car michael, Lowndes County SNCC worker , said that 

over twenty families have been evicted because t he y were a ctive 

in the Lowndes County, Alabama voter r egistration campaign . 

The evicted people will be living in "tent city " i n tents thrown 

put up on seven (7) acres of land tha t the Lowndes County 

Christian Movement has bought from friends of the Movement . 

"The people were told to get off the l and by January lst, 11 

s ays Carmichael, "'but they're not going to ge t off beca use they 

known ther e a re no jobs in the bi g cities . They know i f they 

leave , the streng th of the voter re gistration can~aign would 

diminish." 

Tent City is be in g built seven miles from where 

Mrs . Viola Luizzo was killed and t wenty· mile s .trom where John 

Daniels WEI S kill ed. SNCC workers , Stoke l y Carmichael , Glori a 

La rry, Scotty B. Smith and Fay Be l amy will stay i n the t ent s 

with the evident f a rmer s . Tents are being used because some 

f ami li e s a r e too l a r ge to move in with r el a tiv es or fri ends . 

The tents will provide more space . To da te the SNCC ha s 

bought three 10 by 12 t en t s , ($59 @), six 16 by 1 6 t ents ( $69 @), 

one 16 by 32 t ent a t $1 5~ ~ ), sixth cots ( $ 4 . 95 0 ) m d 

t we lve stove heaters $30 @). These a re ba r e nec essitie s 

and will only help house ei ght fami lies . A SNCC spokesman s aid 

el ec tric p ·nerator s a re ne eded and othe r suppli es which will 

run into the thousands of dollars . 

The LCCM ha s grown r apidly in the pa s t yeari ;As r 6cently 

the first nine Sou t hern counties to be de si gnated fo r a Fe denal 

examin er under the Voting Rights Ac t of 1965 . Mar ch 17 , 

AP r eported the " Lowndes County Boa r d of Regi s trars has 

r egi s t e red a Negro vo ter-- the f irs t member of his r ace to be 

pl a ced on the voter roll in tha t county . The three Lowndes 

County . Board members--Chairman L . D. Conway , C8rl Gol son and 
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Adam Smith--said the newly re r istered Negro voter ' was propErrq 

vouched for'"· After 10 months of voter re gistration work 

by __ SNCC and othe r ri ghts wor~:ers there are now over 2,000 

Negroes re gistered • . This r apt d change is explosive for there 

are 5, 122 eligible Negr o voters an d only 1 900 elig ible wh i te 

voters. 

Mr. F. Cosby, who makes. his living a s a mechan ia ana was 

vice-president o f the Lowndes County Christian M~vement from 

March to August saict , · - ~I think people are being put off their 

land because oft he voter r egistration drive. v~hites are 

angry be cause of t he Federa l r egistrars ." 

John H~wlit, president of th e LCCM~ has bP-P.n .fired from 

a construction job m d a jve wit~ Alabama Powe r Company because 

or L1s participat i on in the voter registra tion drive , 

Mr. (.;voby said· " 'l'h l'l mnvemP.l~1~ b l'l.s spread ov er 75% of the 

county. It efr~~-1..::; •ner. 12 , 000 people . 1'h"' tn&:>t>t.~ne:~ . urn lv:.~ l . c' 

in different vicinities each Sunday night . If it was in 

'l'1.·.1t:l~a1.u. 1 ~H:d~ Snnd.8y it will be in Calhoun next Sunday . A few 

are a fraid to c•rna t-.o mRss meetiu gs. Some would like to come 

but v• hitelil say 'd•n ' t p artcipa te in the me ss .' 11 

An example of the type of int.tmid~ t.:i.on of vot e rs taking 

place in Lowndes Co unty is given by the case of Mrs . Muffin, 

Mile~ was asked to leave by ~rs . Berk, the owner . Mr s . Miles 

says that the landlady's er. e.t.~men~ that the land use is being 

changed to ~attle ra ising i s not true , She knows of mother 

Negro f ami ly tha t 1 s preparing to ~ove ~nto the very l and 

she ' s l eavin g . 6: ·oo Dec . 28 , SN'CC workers Doug and Tina Ha rris 

sta rt e d tu move Mr . I.1 ile s and her s even childran from a f o ur 

r oom sha ck to a one room sh a ck on a co uslns l a nd . They used 

a traile r, a p ick-up a nd t v; o mule dra wn v1agons . r;hile en 

the roa d they s aw ether f amilies on the mo ve , Ther e e re 
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