
~ACKGROUND REPORT ON }~TC~Z 

r··::he Old South still lives in Natchez," t hus begins the Adams Count y I ndus trial 
G "l:lcil pamphlet . And so it does . ·:rith~.n a ' 'Jeek, s.ince _octob~r 2, over L : n_.,o~ 
)'")rsons have been arrested as they protested the inJuncbo~ wh~ch was ha~;.: 
~:·:."1 on September 30 a f!,::tinst SNCC worken>, Dorie Ladner, B1.ll ~farP. a n'!_ P . · · 1 

i,fy·:lJard : SCLC s t aff3r P..ev Richnrd Sam:.' son and NAACP offi ci a~ Ch::: ~: l os E;c:.;,. • 
'T.'h.

3 
inj'~nction cn~oinP.d them f :!:'om par tici.pating or enc ouragJ.ng or. bcrs ,,o " r 

i.- .... r.t,icipate in de.nonstr3.tic:.1s of any kin~l . 'l'he r~ rr~sted wer~ tak: n to Par, .. ~ .. ~ n 
s :,:-- : e Pcni t cntiar-.f, sane ZOO miles 'P.:'ll ::y , w!lere they v1ere subJectea to the 11

•• •· •• 

f.~.ject form of pclice brutality a t•.::t har ra r sment. This type of treatroent of 
N~gro citizens is not unusual in N~tchcz. 

lh:: ·~hez , n city of 24-,000 (12 .• 300 -?~g-roes-; 11,400 whites) _:ts-the b o!!le or_ +,~.-:
,-. -. ~ ... d Dragon of the Um . tcld J~la:.1 s of Mif"si Gs i;.ni, truck drJ.ver E. L. McDanJ.eJ.. <· 
\. O l l • L. • ,.:t ,'"' , _, _ 

l'o; is also the home of Intern~~ tio>::al P<!)Or Cc"11pany, Ar mstrone TJ.re an : ' 1_1 ~:•' •. · :· 
Company a nd the Johns-Mo.nville Cor poration, :' . .i.l of wh ich hava re~ained s1.l:~;~-v ar 
'u~1e bombs exploded and 'L he Negro ci tizens of Natchez were brutalJ.z ed. 

!·>t~hez has been the c enter of stepped-up Klan activity in Mississippi wit.hin 
the past year and a ha., .f . The f cll owing are just some of ·::he account s of 
violence which have t aken pl a ce there in t.l:.e p ast two y ears: 
O:.:t cber 31, 1963 - Bruce Payne, Yale University freedom vote worker, v!as attP..r-:;ed 
(!Tid beaten by four white youths as he was transporting two Negro vota vJ c ·):-:n :cs 
til:::-ough the Negro secticn of t ovm. The white youths t r ailed Payti.O 1 s c ar until 
he stopped at· a gas station, at which time they assaulted him. T.!-J.e FBI ,"'':'1 JJ 

, , ·:::-e not ified. Char ges against tn3 whi ' ;e yout h of assault with i ;.1t ent to ki1:i. 
-c= ··:-a dismissed on January 5, l ?.S5. 

A1!gust 20' 1963 - Bill r!are' srcc '\'IOrker' was arrested while returning home from 
, >::: Lfurch on :·iashington. He had been refused use of the "white " r o-::;tr 0 '-·:rt a r·.-1 >~:-: 
~ ;~:=Jrefore demanded t hat the attPndant stop fueling his tank . He i'IW :> s oou 
:: ·· i;er arrested. During the trip to the jail he was "blaste d by a policeman 
a : ··oss the mouth with a night stick, resulting in shattered front t < c::.h , one of 
r".Lch wa ;; crushed to pmEices . 11 The resul~:;lilg slash in hj s lips rcquil·ed more +hpn 

-~.;;:t_itches. T-he-FBI a11d JD were no"'t!!'ied. -

:r-r~. v<;i:lber 1, 1963 - As Bruce PA-yned Dtopped to buy gas, a car containing 4 whi T. ~ 
r- :::1 t::U.l.;;d up alongside him. The men told nim to come ·with them. Bruce .j u•rr:_' O·..l 
back into his car a nd sped ~ay. In his f light, 3 shots were fired at h~~ by 
the whites. 

r.rovember 2., 1963 - George Gr ee:1, SN::C worker, and Bruce Payne were approachi-:1~ 
r-:.~~· ':'hez v:hen the 4 me:1 who hrtd beaten Bruce W8i.' 8 observed following them . Grs':ln 
f :::Lled. t o out -race ~hen D.:ld Wf! S forced off the road at which t ime Green VI'iS 

o:--::ered cut of the ca:;:· at pistol point. Gree n deftly swerved the c a.r ba r. ~ : onto 
t~ e highway a11d escaped, Three shot.s were fired after him, entering t he Tr-1A.r cf·~ 
t :1e car ;m d the left tire which cat:. sed a slc-·a leak in the t ir:: . Ti:'.j:'01 i.f;h Gr .>8:-\ : .s 
s :·:.i.llful r,.anipulation of the car, t hey entered a side road and fixed the tire 
u:~:loticed . The matter was reported to th0 FBI and JD. 

Fr:.'h:>:"1.,ar y 15, 19:~4 - Archie Curtis, 60 year old Negro undertaker of Nat~he7., wa.s 
call~:d at night concerning a woman r er or t '3d to be dying of a hea r t a t tac k . :q., v:-3. .. : 
t hen ~iven directions to a deser ted r oad wher e the ca l ler said hn would be w2.it:i.nR: 
to ci::.r act Curt is to the woman 1 s house. Curtis also operates an c:.mbnla11ce s Pr v:i. r-. c:," 

a:::d drov3 wi t h a friend in the ambulance to t!1e s pecified p lace . upccl a r rival , 
l"> e c:.::d Li. s companion Tlere ordered by hooded mc.;n to leave their car at p i stol point . 
Thoy 7;er!'l blindfolded and taken to another spot 1'/r.cJ:"e th"=Y Yle:-e a c:ced f or tb,; i:r 
Nl~ .... : P r.lC!"'Jbe rship cards and l i s ts . They had neithe1·. Dot~ Negroes vw re tr..en f or,. od 
to :o tc-::i.p <,!:d were 1::::-aten Tlith straps. The m::ttter was repor t ed to t h<.! FBJ: a no JD. 

Fe~~ru::J.:rv ~8 :- J.9(} 1 ~ - 14 yeaJ:" old Leona Si lls was shot a t 3 time~ by t.y1o whi t e 
tc:r; :~ • .s.c; ::j·s . L0 :;;-: ,, ., v;ho had 1)een dctive i n the Hoverr."!nt , V·IP..S n ot in~ r .ced~ :'he FBI 
a .nd JD were r;0t i fied . 

M3.dr.:!hh:- _1 ~f·9~h - ~It W'lS reported tha.t Cli!'ford Yfalker, a Negr o,; hC~.d been f ~'..'.:-::l. d.P.?.d 
an • a..... D.J.s 1.ace was t o1·i-. away by a snotgt~n h:' .. -;s t. 

Ju..1y 1 2!, l>~~;! - . T-no r~ral churc~P.s ou~side Natchez we re dE;stroy Ad by a fi r e se:. :.n 
t~n ea, ly !l'0rmng. .J. l-J.e .:> :r sonsJ.sts W3re not fout~d.. A molotov cocktail wa~ th:>"own 
a11 th-3 heme of ~a~ro contractor, :Tillie Washir.gton, but didn't explode. The FBI 
and JD were notJ.f~ed~ 



August 15~ 1964 _ At approximately 3:30 am, a bomb and res~lting f i :e 
cor.pletely destroyed a tavern airectly· next door to the pr~vate rcs~dence 
which housed the Natchez staff. Dorie_Ladner, SHCC worker, spoke w~th 
one of the firemen who apparently thought she was. a loc~l person r~the~, _,_ 
~han one of the v1orkers. He told her 11Those outs~de ag~tators are :Ln t-... a•' 

h.Quse. The bomb was set for that house. 11 

September 25, 1964 - The homes of Uayor Nbsser al}d Negro c ontro.c tor, ~-fillie 
Washington were bombed. No one was injured but a major beam and severnl 
windows in Nesser's house were smashed. 

December 16, 1964 - SNCC worker"S~ Eugene Rome and George Bess, were rl1c ~
z:~ while coming to Natchez after some exploratory ''lork in nearby Fayet te , 

November 27~ 1964- At about 7 p.m. the freedom house _was shot at ~y ~hA 
occupant of a pickup truck 17hich had been parked outs:Lde t~e Fre·::dom house 
for the f i ve minutes previous to the shooting. The shot m:Lssed the house. 

August 27, 1965 - George Metcalfe, local NAACP president, was seriously 
injured by a bomb which went off v1h13n r; turned on the ignHion of his car~~~ 
Metcalfe suffered a broken arm and ankel anr: multiple cuts &nd burr,s •· bout 
the face and neck. His eye was also injured. The bon~ ripped the car apar~ 
and damaged four surrounding cars. .Metcalfe was one of the first l ocal 
Negroes in years to ;;t-Jaak out i n favor of t he Movement. The head of the 
FBI operation in Misni ssippi, Roy ~Joore, heade d the investigation. No one 
has yet been arres t ed for the bombing. 

I+. was the bombing of lfetcalfe 's car 1'1hich precipitated the level of tensio~1 
v1hich has since r ei ened in Natchez. Soon after the bombing a reporter stated 
that 11with the exception of milita!"'J' posts and hunti ng resorts, this c ity 
probab ly ha s been more heavily armed, man for man, than &most any other 
city in the country during recent weeks • 11 Following the bombing, some 
white citizens c alled for a bi-racial committee, but the city council 
didn 1 t agree with this proposal. On August 28, _12 demands of the Negro 
co:-::munity were presented to the mayor and the city council. Th-= NC'l r;:::-n'JS 
s tated that they would march on September 2 if they were not granted t,· eir 
demands. On that day 650 units of national guardsmen arrived in the city. 
Evers called the march off (although over 500 people were v1aiting to march) 
and a boycott of the ·whole downtown area was called for. ~Yith the entrance 
'.'f the guardsmen a 10:00 p.m. curfew was enacted. On the 9th over aoo 
p8op]e marched to city hall under heavy guard. On the 7th of t.h.:~. t mon·:·h a 
desegr~gation suit agains t Adams County was filed (Adams County decided to 
· ~amain segregated and forego some federal funds). On September 17, a 
marGh of 200 was held and th0n on the 26th, 700 people partici pated in a 
march to city hall. 

These :·:~r e t~e events leading up to the arrests which took pl~ this past 
week. In th:Ls account, however, we have not r e corded the many nsmallern 
::.ttem::s at harr assment and intim.i.daticn -- arrests of YJorkers on charges of 
aut o ,.!_left or speeding, etc., t he hhreats t o thos e local people who at tempte-l 
to reg~ster or a ttended mass me.:;t ings, and innumerable other fo rms of intirrri.JatJ. on .. 
Also unrecorded are the mc..ny othe r lcilHnr,s a nd maimings which must be k :;;>t. 

secret by those 1--hc::; e mouths have be en sealed by fear. 

*Metcalfe ' s car was parke d in the lot of Armstrong Tir es, t he company at which 
he works . 
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