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MISSISSIFFI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC- BARTY
926 Fennsylvania Averme, 5. E.
Veshington, D. C.
October 29, 1965

FEFORT FROM MISSISSIFFL

Realizing the importsnce of keeping MFDP friends and supporters informed of dail.
developments within the State, we have compiled the followlng report on MFDP activi-
ties in Mississippi. The informetion is taken from the State MFDP Newsletter, news-
latters put out by seversl county MFDF offices, affadavits and complaints filed with
the Justice Department, and the Jackson WATS Reports. (The WATS Nazorts are day-by-
day reports from local MFDP offices complled by the Jackson Office by means af thelr
WATS Line -- Wide Area Telephone Service line -- which covers the entire State.)

PREPARATION FOR THE 1966 ELECTICYS

VOTER REGISTRATION is, of course, the key to providing free and open electionc
in 1966. BSince the passsge of the Voting Rights Act, some significant gains have
been made, but theee have been concentrated in a few areas: the nine counties wli=:
there are federal examiners, im a few large cities like Natchez and Vicksburg, ead
an the relatively "liberal" Gulf Cosst.

Statiatice demomstrate how much work needs to be done on reglstration amd how
much progress depends upon the presence of federal exsminers. GOlnce the passagn of
the Voting Rights Act, the mmber of registered Mississippi Negroes has gone frem
about 28,000 to 57,000. Of the newly reglstered Negroes, sbout ome half are in the
four counties where federsl examiners heve been since August. The remaining 15,000
come from the other 79 Mississippl counties snd about helf of them are concentrated
in eities like Natchez and Vicksburg end on the Gulf Coast. Thus, in a few areas,
registration is going very well because of the presence of federsl reglstrars, local
conditions, or the presence of a strong local movement. But in the rest of the
State, the rate of regletration is extremely slow.

To be able to participate in the 1966 June primaries, voters must register by
enrly April. If the remaining 383,000 unregistered Negroes are to be able to vote,
reglstration must be stepped up from its present rate of about 14,000 & month to
T7,000 & month. The MFDP 1g placing priority on voter reglstration for the next sl
months in order to raiss the present rate. On October 24th, & nine-couvnty intenci -
regletration drive was begun in Bolivar County; om the 3lst, staff will concentrai=
on Jones County. These teo counties, and the others selected for the registration
drive, have been the scenes of much harsssment and violence since the arrivel of fed-
eral reglstrars in the State.
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Harassment and violence have been greatly responsible for the difficulty in
registration. For example:

CIEVELAND, MISS. WATS Report from Jusdine Henderson. 10/22/65. Lou King
was arrested in the court house for teking scme people in to register. He
is in the county Jjail. He was Jjust standing there when the gheriff asked
him what he wes doing there. Lou gaid he came to bring some people so thay
could regist.r. The gheriff pushed him out the door and told him to leave.
Lou went back into the court house and was then arrested by the deputy
sherlff Stanley Weein. Charges were for disturbing the peace in a public
Place.

MAYERSVILLE, MISS. WATS Report from Mrs. Unita Bleckwell. 10/14/65.
Twelve crosses burned last night in Issequena and Sharkey Countles. The
firdt cross was burned at 9:30 irn the front lawn of Mrs. Blackwell's home.
It was about 5'8" tall. Other croseses burned include: one burned up on
the levee right cbove Mayersville where everyonme could see 1t; snother at
the junetion of Highways 14 and 1, near where L.C. Dorsey, locel MFDP worker,
lives; one in froat of the Wollen Baptist Church where project Headstart was
held and where the WFDF meets. In Bharkey, two crosses were burned in fromt
of the houses of threc fenilies that have their children in integrated
schools in Rollingfor':. Wien the sheriff's office was called aftar the
first eross was burned, thoe dapuly sald that the sheriff could not be
reached, but that Le would try to find out vhat he could. About 2 hours
later, the gheriff aypived at Mis. Blackwell's., He asked her if she had
get fire to the crosses herself,

BELZONI, MISS. WATS Re-ort. 10/14/65. Three crosses were burned tonight

in Belzonl, all at the stoe tinme, sbout 11:50. One in front of the COFD
office, one 12 miles cutside of town, and one ceer Hollapdale. The gheriff
told James Bass, MFDP worker, that the crosses may have been for him, but
were probably the worlk of some kids. The sheriff made the Negro cafes close
up at about T p.n. -- before the crosses were burned. Today a federal regls-
trar came intc Belzoni for the first time.

In addition to croas burnings, harsssment, end arrests, the state and local
govermment have taken official poeitions to discourege registration and to violate
the Voting Rights Aet. Most county reglstrars are still refusing to reglster 11141t-
erates in defience of federal lew.under the directlom of the State Attorney General,
Joe Patterson. Arnold Weliss, en attorney who was working in the State, reported the

following conversation with Fatterson:

I told him that Mr. Henderscn (& county registrar) stated that he was re-
fusing to reglster gqualified Negro citizens who could not write thelr name,
baged upon the instrustions of Mr. Patterson. I stated to Mr. Patterson
that such action was in direct confliet with the Voting Rights Act of 1955
vhich forbade literacy tests.... Mr. Patterson acknowledged that he had ad-
vised Mr. Henderson ag well ss other Reglstrars in the State of Mlsaissippl
not to register perscons who could not slgn thelr pame.... Mr. Patterson
made it clear that the refusal to reglster Negro voters who could not write
was the officisl policy of the State of Mississippl and was being imple-
mented throughout the State of Mississippl on his advice. Mr. Fetterson
alsgn stated to ne that such roliey was nmot open to change but that it wvas
final and would stand and comtinue to be implemented throughout the State
of Mississippl so far as he was concerned.

This quotation is from an affafavit filed by Mr. Weiss with the U.S.Department of
Justice; as yet, no significent action has been taken by the Federal Covermment.

The MFDP hae collected and sent several hundred complaints to the Justice Department,;
but there still remain only 9 federal examiners in the Btate.
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FOLITICAL ORGANIZING

A State Conventlon was held in Jackson on October 3rd. Over 600 delegates
from all parts of the Stace attended at thelir own expense. After & discussion of
the Challenge, sttention wes turned to the 1966 elections and MFDP plans for them.
In addition to plans fur stepped-up voter registration activity, cempaigns in the
June primaries for all five Congressional seats and sgainst Senstor Eastland were
discusged, Candidates were anigunced for these six positions. The ties between
the MFDP and the Natlonal Dengcratic Parly were reaffirmed. Recognition by the
Mational Demoeratie Committee continues to be an MFDP goal. This is essential
before the June primaries, because, under Mississippl State Law, the recognized
rarty has the sole muthority to conduct the primary. Three days after the State
Convention, Lawrence Guyot and Mrs. Victorla Grey eppeared before a special com-
ridttee of the Democratic Naticmpal Committee and moved for immediste recognition.
This special committee was set up by the Atlantic City Democratic Cooventlon last
year after the MFDP chellenge to the sesting of the regular Democratie Party from
Missiesippl.

ILocelly, political orgenization is being carried out around & mmber of .
iggues -- depending upsn the problems of the ares. In a few counties there will
be elections for loeal offices im 1966, although in most areas, county and clty
officials will not be up for election until 1967, But where there asre local
clectiona, MFDP candidastes are bteginning efforts to get on the ballot. In other
areas politieal invelvement mnd sctivity is centered around issues related to
federal programs. For exsmple, in Gulfport the Barrison County FDP has been active
in problems relating to the Food Stamp Program. The regional director of the pro-
gram has come to the MFDPF meetings there to discuss the progrem and to get aug-
gestions from the members about its administration.

SBeveral projects are alse belng undertaken to expand the MFDP state-wide,
to facilitate the exchange of informetion, and to coordinate activities among the
county MFDP offices. Roving teems have been set up for each Congressional dis-
trict. They are presently travelling smong the county offices to epcourage the
voter registration drives, to distribute printed material like the Newsletter, and
to set up and conduct workshops on federsl programs and community orgeniziog. The
teams will also serve en important role as the Congressional cempeigne get under way.
Distriet convent.ons are planned for each Congressional distriet in the eoming
months. Another project is the state-wide selective buying program for the holi-
days. MFDP members are being encouraged to buy from the various co-ops that exist

“hrottighout the State and to ure the morey saved through the boycotts to support the

Lk -
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EDUCATION

The Missisaippl State Legislature adopted a nev lav in the special session
last June requiring tuition peyments for all students in publie schools who do not
have & perent or legal guerdian residing within the State. The smount averaged
about $300 a year. As a result, between 7,000 and 10,000 were denied admission to
public schools. These are children who &re residing with relatives who are tax-
payers, but who have not formally sdopted the childrem. A court sult has been
initiated to chellenge the constitutionally of the law and it is presently before
Judge Cox's court. The Federal Govemnment has entered the suit as an amicus curiae,
asking that the law be invalidated. About & week ago, Judge Cox ruled that the
students effected be re-admitted (after having missed about two momths of school),
but the outcome of the cese is not decided and the law remains on the books.

Desegregation of publie schools has been proceeding quite slowly. The prob-
lem here is primerily the fault of the Office of Educetion; which has accepted
plans which are hopelessly inadequate. There ere only three steff members in the
Office of Educetion to deal with compliance plans of all Southern school districts
and they have been approving plans that should be rejected. Almost all Mississippd
desagregation plans are "Preedom of cholece" plars: i.e., the parents of Negro chil-
dren are "free" to choose to enroll their children in previgusly all-white schools.
In many counties, only two or four grades are open to transfers from Negro schools,
althsugh in some eounties, all twelve grades are open.

Only sbout 1500 Negro children are attending desegregeted schools because of
these plane. The initistive must come from the Negro community, which is often nmot
fully informed that schoolas ere open to its children. Transfers have been denied
for little or no reason, and transportation ls often denled to Negro students im
integrated schoole. PBut harassment and violence has been the major reason for
the low Negro enrgliment in previously all-white schools.

LEXINGTON, MISS. WATS Report. 10/8/65. The house of Mr. John Henry

MeLlong, whose children are golng to the white school, was shot into last

night sbout 10 times -- 5 shotes in the house and 5 in his car which wes

parked outside at the time. Last week & peper was put in his maillbox

seying that if he did not take his kids out of the white school he would
be killed.

ENTERFRISE, MISS. WATS Report. 10/22/65. A young Negre boy (3rd grade)
was beaten by a white boy & couple of days ago at school. The parents
spoke to the superintendent about it and several other ipeldents that
have oceurred st the school, but he seemed wery unconcerned about the
situation.

APERTEEN, MISS. WATS Report. Two childrean have entrolled at formerly
sll-vhite schools. Both are second graders. During the second week, the
home of one child was shot into 32 times. The parent of another received
telsphone threats: '"'Integration and demd niggers go together.”
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NATCHEZ

The events in Natchez of the past two months shockingly demonstrate how little
conditions of terror and intimidation have changed. The explosive situation in thet
eity is the direct result of violence against members of the civil rights movement
and the clty goveroment's total disregard for requitable law enforcement and indi-
widual libertles. Natchez is no isolated incident; 1t is merely a more dramatic
verslon of conditions across the atate -- the seme conditione that imhibit voter
registration, political organizing, and schoel desegregation.

Natchez has & long history of violence egainst locel Negroes end civil
rights workers. But since the sharp rise in Negro voter registration (L300 sinee
the beginning of August), conditions have reached crisis proportions. With s
ropulation of 12,300 Negrces to 11,400 whites, the white populstion felt an iminent
threat in this inerease in registratien. The Klan is particularly strong in this
city; the Grend Dregon of the United Hlans of America for Mississippi 4s from
Natchez. The city was ripe for the events of the past two months.

On August 2Tth, Ceorge Metealf, Natches NAACP president, turned the ignition
gwitch of his car and set off a bomb hidden beneath the hood. His leg and amm
were broken and he suffered severs cuts and burns. This bombing enraged the Negro
community and moved them to action. Negro leaders filed a petition with Mayor
John Fosser listing 12 demands, including his denunciation of the Klan, the Citi-
zens Council, and the Americens for the Preservation of the White Race. They also
demanded an end to police brutality end Klan harassment, desegregation of publie
schools, more Megrces on the police forgce, and that officials address Negroes with
courtegy titles. They initisted & boycott of downtown stores until the demands
were met, and to date none have been mccepted by the Clty Couneil.

Governor Johnson almost lmmedlately countered with the imposition of a 10:00
p.m. to 5:00 a.m. curfew, an end to the sale of beer in the eity, and the occupa-
tion of the city by 600 sll-white National Gusrdsmen. The CQuardsmen were removed
after more than a week, but the curfew was in force for slmost & month. The state
lew permitting the curfew order had been passed by the 1964 Legislature -- the
geme pegsion that pessed the school tuition lsw. It iz undoubtedly unconstitutional
but it hms not yet been challenged in the courts.

Injunctions were lssued on Beptember 30th to keep MFDF, SNCC, SCLC; and
NAACF leaders from engaging in or encouraging others to engage in any sort of demsn-
gtration, The pext day, a small mumber of people were arrested for picketing in

front of some white stores. On Cctober 2nd, ¢ march protesting the previous day's
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' arrests and supporting the 12 demands was held. 2i1 participants were arrested.
All but a few were teken to the state penitentiary at Pavebman, long famous for un-
speakable treatment of prisomers, although none had yet been tried or comvicted.
In the next two days, 128 more people were arrested for marching, most of whom were
also taken to Parchmon. Conditions in the prison are best deseribed by the follow-
ing quotes from affadavits of peonle who were held there.

TAFE RECORDED STATEMENT of Rev. Harry Powle, Delta Ministry.

It vas not as bad when we wpet (to Parchmsn State Prison) on Monday.
They did at least allow us to keep our underwear. Prior to Monday, as I
understand it, everyone had - nll the males - had to be stripped naked.
They put us in a eell, of course, with sbout six other people, so that
there were three of us slesping oi & stesl bunk without bedding, without
any heet, and with only our wnder garments on. In addition, a8 I was
r waiting outside - we had to weit some hour end a half ocutside in the cold

before we vere taken in - I wae the last person taken in - but just before

I wag taken in, a man wee brutzlly beaten, standing in the grass outside of
Parchman. Several blows werc struck. You could hear & thud with the blows
upon this man, for no resson whatscever. And to the best of my knowledge
he was beaten by & highwey patrolman - a Misslssippl Highwey Patrolman -
inside the gates, bul mot Znside the building. This men, after he was
beaten, stumbled pest me into the building - partly stumbled, partly shoved
- and he could hardly stend up as he made his way to the buillding. It
appeared that he was hurt very seversly by this bteating. There was po rea-
son (for the beating - because he was there. One of the other fellows vho
was closer to him at the time gaid that when they found out he was Ifrom
Georgie they began to L atl him because he was from SCLC, its staff.

{The cells were) very small, I'd say sbout six feet by about thirteen
| feat. They're built for two people: two bunk beds. In the cell I was in
i and other cells, up to nime people were put in these cells.

i TAFE RECCRIED SUATEMENT OF Miss Posey Lombard, MFDF vorker in Natchez.

We had probebly 8 or 9 pecple in the eell. It was very crowded. We
were told to teke off shoes and stockings end any outer clothing you had
gt all, so most people were left with pretty flimsy dresses on. They con-
tinually threstensd us the whole time. They'd turn on the fan and have the
eir conditioner like they had in the men's cell, but they never dld that
(make the women strip) end ss fer as I know they didn't hit any of the women.

But they forced some of the women to teke more thao one cup of that
medicine. Later on, they ceme down to the cells - about 5:00 in the morning -
and picked out girls and make thom drink more, ancther cup or two of milk of
magnesia or vhatever it was. And then they scarcely gave us any tollet paper,
g0 we wvere using bresd and biscults to wipe curselves with. One girl in my
| cell got very sick and when the doctor came by he ordered her to come up to
the froot of the cell. Aond when she dido't say "Yes, sir," "No, eir," to
all his gquestions, he got very sngry. And she had very bad cramps and
couldn't stend up streight and she was holding onto the bers. The doctor
| seld, "Why cen't you stand up straignt, girl? Look over that bar; let me
see you." OShe just couldn't let go of that bar, so the doctor looked har
over and left her there for about six hours and then ceme back and they
took her to the hospital. But most of the women who were sick were sick
were very scared of the doctor and very scared to leave the cell.

We had male gusrds just sbout the whole time. Two women searched us
after we had removed our belongings, and we didn't see them for the next
two days. Put the men guards would walk up snd down the corridor any time
they wanted to and the girls would be sort of in stages of half-dress or
undress, thrying to keep our feet warm or our neck warm or our head wamm .
There was a broken window right scross from my cell which caused e strong
draft io our cell. We had sllps wrapped around us, trying to keep warm.

At present, there is a moratorium on demonstretisns while the Natchez Citiy
Council considers the 12 demands. But the situation remans unpredictable. The com-
- munity was aroused end moblilized by these events to & greater extent than ever before.
But the continuous task of directing this activity into sericus and meaningfdl polit-
ieal expression remains,






