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Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
107 North Farish S t ree t 
Jackson, Mississippi 

October 3 , 1965 

Rev. C. Whitley 
East College 
Holly Springs, 

Dear Rev. Whitley, 

T would l ike to take th is opportunity to congratulate you for offering your 
services to run in the 1966 Senatorial e lec t ion . Indeed i t is a contribution 
to the Negroes of the State and the Country. 

I need not t e l l you that you are challenging one of the most powerful l eg i s l a t ive 
officers and one of the most dangerous rac i s t s this country has ever known. 
There are of course more reasons which make your challenge so important* 

At the present time no other candidate has made himself or herself known -
whether from the regular Democrat par ty , the Mississippi Democratic Conference, 
the NAACP, the K.K.K. ece tera . There have been rumors that Governor Paul 
Johnson w i l l resign and run in the 1966 election but that i s a l l * 

Should any other member of the F.D.P. offer the i r services for the same 
election post the matter would then be decided a t a future State 
Convention of the Party. One should be held in about a month's time. 
T wi l l be working toward spreading information across the s t a t e about 
your candidature and advise that you do likewise. 

The Executive Committee of the M.F.D.P. feels that you are a true bel iever 
in the Par ty ' s platform and principles because of your help to formulate 
them; as one of the delegates to the National Democratic Convention in 
At lant ic City l a s t year; and because your long f ight for c i v i l l i be r t i e s 
and concern for free human development. 

I need not t e l l you about some of the opposition the Party has had from 
groups and organizations, some of whom were once with us . Since Atlant ic 
City some support has been l o s t . I would hope as a member of the Party 
and! candidate for U.S. Senator, we could react ivate much of that support 
both act ively and f inanc ia l ly . 



We should get as many people working in th i s campaign as poss ible . I thought 
of the poss ib i l i ty of involving the East and N.Y. students in wri t ing l e t t e r s 
to the i r parents urging them to r e g i s t e r to vote before January and the 
poss ib i l i ty of involving the Methodist Church both S ta te and Nationally in 
term of volunteers to do work in each county , press releases for public 
support and l a s t but not l e a s t ra i s ing money for campaign material* 

I deeply fee l that i f we do our homework l ike massive voter reg i s t ra t ion drives 
in each county p o l i t i c a l workshop and with more federal r eg i s t r a r s in the 
s t a t e the poss ib i l i t y of winning i s great in both Senator ia l and Congressional 
d i s t r i c t s l ike the second. Right now we have s ta r ted a war for voters using 
every resource under the sun with the determination that nothing i s impossible* 

Information of evejry kind w i l l be put a t your disposal* On the other hand we 
would value any information you can give us and help by way of evaluation, 
mailing l i s t s , etc* 

The following addressed you may already have but they a re worth repeat ing: 

S ta te Office - Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
c/o Lawrence Guyot or Lea Dilworth 
$07^ North Farish S t ree t 
Jackson, Mississippi 
9U8-U038 

Washington Office: FDP - c/o Mrs. Victoria Gray 
926 Pennsylvania Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 
5U6-UU10 

Good Luck I Keep in touch 

Lea Dilworth 
(Executive Committee) 

cc . To a l l members of the 
Executive Committee. 




