
lvrEMO ON PR0l'v.;,!!iu .l.tJl-t.i.'QH<l HL ~vVONl'l:CihTA L "PROG RAM FOR FO .~HEST 
CITY, 1\RKANSAS 

Twenty young adults between the uges of 14 ana l.0 1 .... .:..1..1,~ ~ ~..,,....,, ,> L 
or l'e.f'u f'l() to return to the all-Negro Lincoln High School in 
p,H'.l'(:; ::;t City, Arkansa s.. These same young adults do desire to attend 
t:lle p r e dominantly white Forrest City High School, but at present, 
regi s tra tion is closed. On October 2-4, a delegation of students 
and SNCC workers from Forrest Cit y went to 1vashington, D.C., to 
present an open letter and discuss their grievances with a numbe r 
of officials: Mr John Doa r of the u.s. Department of Justice; !·1r .. 
Harry 1~Tright of the Department of Hee l th, Educa tion and \rJ'elfare, 
Office of Education, Civil Rights Compliance Division; Mr. John Cohen 
Assistant to Congress"Lvoma n Edith Greene of Ore gon; Congressman Joh:'1 
Conyers of Michigan; Dr. Samuel Love of the National Education 
Association; and Nr. Samuel P. Ethridge, the Assistant Secretary fo r 
Field Services of the National Education Association. 

Appendix A is a copy of the open letter presented in Washington. We 
believe that the situation in Forrest City and the reasons the 
students are unwilling to return to the Negro School cannot be 
understood without knowledge of these grievances and evEntso 

The students do not wish to return to the Lincoln High School for 
a number of reasons: 

1. They recognize tha t they will not receive fair tre atment at 
the Negro school. 

2. They recognize that they will not receive an adequate educa tion 
at the Negro school. 

3. They consider their attendance at this Ne gro school an act of 
capitulation as long as the intolerable conditiol:'ls t here a1:--e-
nnt changed. 

4. The y desire to rema in out of the inferior Negro school ur.J,:·:1 
investigations which were promised in Washington are completed 
and resultant changes enacted~ 

5o They consider their enrollment at the white Forrest City Hi gh 
School a positive step v-rhich they will take as soon a s r eg:ts t;>a.t 
is reopened by the Office of Education~ 

SJ!TCC vrorkers hope to establish some temporary educa tion situati on for 
the se · 20 students for three reasons: 
First, we do not wa nt them t o be deprived of t he ir ri ght to cont i nue 
their educa tion now at the ve ry point when they h a ve reac ted posit·i. ve: 
against the inferior system under v.rhich they 'tvere enrollecl,. 

Second, we believe that some of the finest leaders for t h is corn1nunity 
can come out of this group of t we nty young adults. He rea lize ~ ho:-e v 
that if the present stalema t e an d the existing vacuum i s permi t -'..~ 0d 
to continue in their educ a tion c .s reers, these students t-Jill be 
sent to Chicago, St. Louis, Nevr York or elsewhere by the ir pa r E>r:. t s 
~:1 o t hat they may continue their education. tve of Sl-TCC would looJ.: 
~lpon the departure of these 20 courageous young people a s a trag i c 
Joss to the movement a t its pr e s ent stage, the Negro community , 
and t he larger community as a v-rhole in Forre s t City., 

Th i r d , we a lso s eek s ome t emporary e ducati ona l situation because 
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t hese 20 young adults a~e the most concerned, most involved and 
generally superior students. They consequently have re acted ~os t 
against the present educational system wfuich teaches them 
subjugation, s e rvitude and compliance with the evils of their 
society. They have some of the ripest minds in the community. They 
sincerely seek to continue developing their minds while the investi.ga 
are in process. 

Over the past few weeks, attempts have been made to place the young 
people in other schools in this area. We h ave app~oached Mr. EoE~ 
Norm8n 1 the Negro director of Christ Church School, a private 
Negro Episcopal School in Forrest City, and explained our predicam0nt 
and i nquired as to the possibility of these students~ enrolling in 
his school.. Mr. Norman, vJhen first approached, was in sympathy 
,-tilth our cause and asked that we have students submit applicatior ... s , 
He e xplained that his school wa s overcroHde (--18-7 stude-nts at pre s ent 
when it should have 150 students). But he and Fathe r Henry L .. 
Parker, a Negro member of the School Board of the Christ Church 
Schoolo One condition for acceptance of the students, agreed to 
.for SNCC by Tex Lowe and Dwight Hilliams, was an understanding thet 
8NCC would solicit funds for an additional teacher, for tuitions 
and textbooks, and would also make the Freedom Center facilities 
available · for classrooms. This meeting took place on Friday, 
October 1, prior to the '\rJeshington trip~ 

i·,Jhen the students returned from Waslh.ington:- they called :Mr .. Norma n 
Qn Saturday, October 9. He reversedhis previous support of the i r 
enr ollment saying , "I have already refused others bec ause I am 
o~r_o1.-rded. I can't acdept ·-you now." Five stude nts visisted !Vi.1:' c 

Norma n on Monday, Octobe r 119 1965. He again stated tha t he 
could not ac cept them into his school., tve surmise d from this 
conversation that Mr, Norman was being pressured by Hhite members o1' 
t h e Christ Church School Board, some of whom are also members of the 
i~uch criticized Forrest City Special School District #7 School 
Bo~rd~ Thus 1 he could not really accept these students as he wa~~ed 
t c. . At present, SNCC workers are conducting classes for the 8e 
8·l:u de nts .. 

Hf . hope that you can help us in the development of a substi tu+e 
~ c.>tc n tional opportunity for these young p e opl s ., '·Je envi s i cn sett :'L.1,:; 
·xp a temporary school, which vmul d include one certified, experiet~~ ~ d 
t e8 cher, an additional volunteer teacher from Forrest City or 
; J_sewhe r e in Arkansas. An appendix .• Hhich folloHs, includes [> 

) r e l iminary analysis of financia~i.. requirements for this school . \li 8 
.; t~:-a ss that this is a ptt?eliminary proposal and we hope th8t yon •t~L l 
'13c l fre e to cri tici:z.e the estimates a nd anything 5.nclud.ed ,., 

· l t! .!.ough t.:t present there are only 20 stude nts that are still o-..A.·J of 
~ chool as the result of the demonstra tionsr we f eel that i f the 
propc Red Temporary Educ ation Program for Forrest City becomes a 
~eality, there is a strong poss ibility that more students might ~ecom 
i .:\T0lved.. Hany students who have r Gt urned to the Ne r~ro Lincoln .:.Ugh 
J chool did so only because their parents were ~essura d int o enc ourag 
thNn "co do so o After the nf' ed for t;h i s temporary school h As pa s se d . ., 
·:-.h p rema ining materials could be used in SNCC supported tutor ial 
prog r ams and Freedc:m Schools e l s el...rhe re in the state of Ar!mnsas e 


