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W, C, Sho-knr., De.il,y IIIMI 3t1!ttt'-,! 

writer. t- , 1 

1~-· Jl , 1 ·-·, "1, A , , . I ., · -, . , . , 1
1 I I ,I J I : I I I I . J . - i ' 

j ~A cii.;;, ~rlh~ol art>uP Tues~ (Oct, J, th) •skeil !J: fe~ro.C 
' :coviTtoi tltr<iv dut' apportiono!"lt of the l!lis.W.oippi. \ 

Legisl.at.\ll'G and oongresoional oleetien, 

'l'llo suit, .f:Ued in U.S P;i.otrict Court 1 wo &o)lecj that 
todaro.l ~·· appoint a 11spe.oial r.wster• to roaru>ortion 
the at;ato and that. Ill n"" election be ordered to' select 
st.ata representatives and : oenat.ors , 

... . , ' . ... . .. 
'l'llo suit was .filed at noon i. Tuesda,y by tho FREEOOM. DEH>CRATIC 
PARr.C and i!l>l!CY Jo Connor y.f'Forrost County, Annti E.-Ta,r;Lor 
of Porrost County, Auguotn! Wboadon of Lowndas County, • 
!Uilthus Heyos or HcW.tes Ccf1ty, catberine CroW<ill of . . . 
Lauderdo.le Ccll!lty, Henry J~ X1rlcsey at Hinds County, Elijah · 
Conwell of BOlivar Cc\lllty,' an<l AlDa Cnrgogio of ljbln"" Cc~nty, 

I ( l Do.fandmlt~ ·~ore q.istocl ~a Cov.1Pa~ Bo Johnson>t)t~.~.;~ • .:. 
I ---i · Jo' P6.tteraon1 :;ecret~ of\ Sf-&to He\>er Ladnar, llfouse ,1 \ 

; - Sp<\aker \feltor Siller"', on<I ' Simat'\~"ident ,Pro Tet~ .. Geo~<!. -
' y ' ' ( t ll I f I ~srbo~UC}1. .. ' . - .. .__ ,.· - · ... t. ·- .. _ ... ........ .. -, __ 

Tho auit aclkod ·a three judgo court to deel4re t~at Ourr<ll'lt 1 
apportioru:\ent viol.atoe tbo· 14tb abel. 15th llD<!IIdttents to th<t 
TJS constitution and to <leclaro the stat.e C<JI'l8titutic:n ~ 
auctions ond lawa dealing with a.pport:l.ont.~ont bo ~o~rod ·. 
unconstitutional. . ... .. .... :--:. 
~til tho case een be hear<l on its constitutionality tho ' 

· 'ault 'asked the :C<i<leral court to. stop sta.t.e of.t~als .fror:l 
ollrrying on. le!P,slative business or hal <line a.ny elaction' ·- ' 
to ~oooe.;.~·J?-~~r o:C the legi~lat"?-1'• •· , ', • , . 

' 

··-·' 
: • I · • • f • '• ~ ; • ' . • 

qo~IQN ();) page ;}, .fourth' p>r"GJ'a~ cio'>nj 'the'-a uit iis' al!J.<I to haver on tile<l on Ootobior IStli. Tllis io W'Z'alg, Tile suit was-in 'f 
:!'act jtile<l on October J9th, . 
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REA?l'ORTIOlilGNT 

JT~m tho time Uisaiaeippi become a Territory i n 1796 
ooUDty lines were drawn. This was t o help with tho 
gover nment of the terri ton. . 
Adame OoWlty ~Nne the first county to bo sot up , follow 
ed by Jefferson and Claiborne. 
At fir st whitGB outnumbered. li~gr,!)ell , but by 18'75 it 
was tho othor way roWld. l.lieeissippi had el ected a 
Negro Congroaamon; throughout the Stato there were. 
mGQf Negroes holding public office. 

BUt 1875 marked the end of Reoonatzuot;ion. llogroea . 
wore now to be diaoourcged from voting by beatings0 -
J,y.nohings and fraud . This Vlent ,on for I5 year s . In 
i!i90 · the >7hite ... "Democrots" felt. s~Yong enough to 
W1'1to laws to stop Negr oes :from rog1et.orill8 to vote . 
They called IB convention. 

The counties sent delegates to thie Convention. They 
woro oolled "blaok'' or u ''white" counties, according 

7t o which rooe wee in a majority. One Hagro delegat e 
came ~a that Convention, even though 189,000 Nogroee 
were then regiatered in Mieeieeippi • 

. The men Who called the Convention mo.de eu.ro that 
• ' lregroee would not be roproaenteci. They also gave 

more votes to the "white" counties thoo t o the "bleak 
counties. The idoa wae simple Negro sympethieere 
would be kopt to a minimum. 

This. wee one of the first cosea of power of this 
sort going to one section of the peoplo . People 
- White peoplo - were not represented on tho basis 
of pop;tlotion. It wee a matter of their interests . 

Tho ria<t of the Urban olaaa 

Subsequently, a large number of peopl e, Negro and 
'llhite , cama to livo in towns. The population of theeo 
towns grew faster t han that 'in t .ho ruroJ. o.reco. 
On t he otbor hand tho number of legislators represent­
ing t..uspoople did not increase . 

Rurol. votel' a enmo to haw more and more power. Tho7 
wero, with only n few exceptions, white pooplo. 
By 1960 a situation had arieon wherob7 4,000 peoplo 
gn one d.1etr1ot olaoted one roproaentativ.e to the State 

ouee. Anotfior d1etr1ot' with 62, 000 people wna allowed 
the aBIDe repnaontntion - one J.egisJ.ator 1n t he Rouse 
and no mor e, 
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Boapport1onment 2 

The Supremo Court acts. 

'I ., 

Until quito recently tho ' eomo kind of eituntion ->ll:i...B.:tJII-'· , . 
in othor porta of·.tho oountryo. Tho chango onme with o 
d•oieion by t~o u.s. Supremo Court . Tho Oourt dooided 
thot pooplo ahould ·be oq~1 reproeontod. Jrom now on, 
it aa14, legislators shoulu represent about tho snmo 
lllliDbor of pooplo. ·• 

The pr1.noiplo of "Ono Uon one Yo to" hod boon established. 

What kisa1.ee1pp1. doos ,• 

,In L962 Yiaeisaippi modo on ottompt to roduco tho 
povor hold by rurol ' votors. Vory lit~lo chango 
resulted from this effort . Two yoors lotor 'the 
Log1s.lt'lturo ooneidorod .a now roap'Portionmont plan. 
~Y logislotore didn't like tho plan, and 1t was put 

,BSido. . . 
llut roopportion:Do!lt. una not forgot ton. There rema1nod 
tho pqee1b1.l1ty of tho ,courts prossing tho issuo if 
1Uee1seippi, didn't oc_t. · 

"Wo do not wont t-l«l Fodornl courts to do this job for 
us" , said Governor l'oul Jo.hnaon during So:ptambor. Ro 

announced thnt tho State Logioloturo woulll. toke up 
reopp~rtionmont in nooo~bor. 

Tho Sundey edition of th.o Jnokson Olsl'ion Lodj;or publish 
od tho proposols £or reapportionment . They woro tho 
somo ~s those prosontod to tho 1964 session of tho 
Logisle,turo. 

Tho ,"ll.ississipp:l: Plon" 

Under tbiB plan, tho popule.tionll: of tho f ive Oongrossionol. .. 
Districts oro lovollod. All fi"to di~;rictj3 I!U!Db.<>X: _ J.. __ ._ 
somowhoro in tho rog1on of 400,00Q. To qchicvo this 
tho district 11nos aro Ill torod; oountioa ,which woro 1:n 
tho second distl'io.t oro no\1 in tho fil"st. di'B~iot, and so 
.on. .. -' 

... II -

Tho Oommitto~whioh drew up tho plan, bogan with o 
State whoro ono district (tho 2nd.) hns· o poton'\:iol lfogro .. 
vot 1ng moj pri t;V , ana ends up with none• · . . ' , ' 

-.;. . i . 
... "' ' f . ·Tho BOOOI)d district b<'/OO!DOW ' 0 

~ · . .'. voting 11\ajority . ft 20, 000 • . 
district :· w~ th . ~~ lihi to 

" 
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Ronpportionmont a~ 

•' 
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Tho , ,D. P. •a auit 

.,. 
Roopportionmont in Wiaeiaaippi hne novor boon n eimplo 
ieauo of oorrooting tho bnlonco of powor botwoon urbcn 
oncl rural. populotione . Zor tho. roqiate it givoa another 
opJ>Or'l::an{ty to mllintoin, -md inorllnecr, tho 'II hi to dolll1n­
otion of tho Stoto, 

·. 
B1atorionlly roopportionmont in tho South hne moont 
gMry~llltll1clor1~ voto e, 

Tho .ronJip.ortiolllllont teeuo proviclod tho~ with n cbonoo 
to s broOk thie tro41tion. Tho 7.DP could orguo thot o 
Stnto wh~oh woe unohlo to oomp~ ~ith tho Civil Rights 
B1l'i .. ~f !r964 on4 tho Voting Right& Bill o't 1965, ooulcl 
not fair ly reapportion iteolf • 

.Again, n bo~. with a hie tory of lnt1e oimod r>t eupproesing 
tho Righte of Nogrooe, coulcl not logolly roo~portion tbo 
Stoto , whon it woe , 1taol:t, illogollY oloctod. ~n addition 
thoro wna tho qupst~on ~hothor o Logielcturo could 
ronpportion itaolf and th:on -romoin in o:tfico o further two 
;voore . lllootione for tho two Stnto Houaoe oolll:l in llo'Y , 
19&7. . 

Tboeo woro eomo of tho f!\Qtore that d.)tormino4 tho filing 
of o sUit before Juclgo .Rn~olcl Cox on..Ootobor. Ioth, 

Tho sUit: 

1 Aa woll Qa, .nek1ng for ronpporti~nmont, to., bo clot ormiJ:Wd 
ey ~ho oourte, tho 7.DP BUit. doC'lll4od: 

~ . . 

·. 

·x. Tho uneonting of tho Kiss . Logiel nturo . 

- z. Tho holdiog of b:'oo furd opon olootione • 
n:ttor ronp portionmont, nnd aftor lorgo 

... nutlbora of Nogrooa .hEl4 ,boon r.:Jg1.e\oroa. . 

3, Tho quiokoning of rogiatro.tJ,on b~ ua1.ng . 
mobile rog1.etrntion unite, nnd by 1Qpoa1~ 

· · =---•+ongor hours for rog!~tr~~OD ~ff1008 o 

.1 • ' 
Tho euit w~p oppfOVOd ot tho Stnto Convention, Jackson, 
Ootobor 3rd, nnd h:ui boon aignoa.. by pooplo from onoh 
Oonsro eeionnl Diatriot , 

i'.D. l'. otfioo , 
Jookeon - Ootobor, 

II 



APPI!iOIX 

1.1U.&ible voters by D1str1ot 

I.t Dhtrio~ 1 

'(rT oounUea) 

U 9,436 wbltoe 

53_. &S;O ··~~·· .. 
. " 

... 

2rld Diotriot I 

! (24 oou~tiea) 

. . .. . . ··-·--·---
146, 631 11hi.too 
l5~r-f82 , 11otro .. 

~· • ..!<• ·11 · ,; j 1• ~SI· · :: · 8§1'0 .ma • V 1 'I ( fir 

' 
3r4 Diatriot 1 149;322 Whitee 

101, 600. ller;rooo 
(IS oo:U.Uoll') ... " . 

'.,., .J.! #'• - t\"1 

.. t i -llbito *'j: 47; 122 ' . ... .. . 

... 
' 4tb Di.triot 1 

, (I~ oountiee) 
- ... 

107 ,91o 'llbJ.toa 
~6,329 •• ,.. ••• 

·-
-"·-·- White uj . s1, 28i , -

' I ·.J 

.. ~- ~ DistTiot1 
. I ,. . 

·· · (16 oountiea) 

.1~, 970 
so,. 965 ' 

. ' - ' ' . 
; 

........................................................... * ....... . 

. t l• 

2. lr.ligilole -~otere by Diotriot, pri.~~4\'.i by ~. -.stat·• ComJ.ttee 
on Cenaue and Reapportionment. 

:rn Dietriot1 
16 

.(oountioe ) 

. ~se,so5 llllitea 
· 93 1457 Ner;rooa 

·~:.~!Ill Dietr iot• 

(IS oountiea) 
'. 

.!09~ 251 Whit eo 
80 ,649 lfor;ro .. 

llhHo maj. 44,8~~ ·"' ,_,: 

Srd Dlotriot1 

(14 oountiee) .. 
- ' 

148,269 11h1.tea 
9~,6~3. llocro .... 

' libite' maj. :so,·sae' 

, , 5th 1).1 etr1ot 1 
.. h -

i•' (IIi oouati:u) 

., 
;4th Diatriot • 140, 692 Whitoo 

92,440 ll•r;r••• 
(16 oount1ea) 

White maj; 48, 262 

19C, 092 Whito·a 
49,486 ' 118&1'0'!8 ' . . 

. ' . White maj . 140,857 . . 
,• 
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