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sbbeviile, dabane

Dear Friend:

Teary Conuty is locotel in South Hast Alebarw 1n the heart of
the Llacl: Belt of the Deep Jouth, It is an arca hich has heard of —
the Civil Ricghis Act but hos yet To sec any of 1t cnfcreed; an trea

Y

vhere %O% of the Negro childwren are Kept out of school the first
wo months to spend 10-12 hours a day in the ficlds picking cotton
for an average wage of 8,850 an hour,

Althovsh the summer SCOPEL project is officially over, threc of
us arc acccading to the reguest of the Negro comunity to remain in
Henry County, We nced to set up classcs in literacy, Hegro history
and basic politics, infor. the locul people of the various benefits
availeble uvnder tihe Var on Poverty sand other Federal Frograms and B
above all continue the important voter registration work we have
been doilig,

The registration boolts are usually open for two dasys a month,
but in Octeober and Hove.iber they will be open fnr tun techks, This ~ -
is a trenendous onportunity to registor people for the municipel
elecction next Spring, But these days will be lost and the project -
will not continue without your help,

OQur financial resources have been drained by the segregatione - -
ist city officials with ridiculous charpes and eXcoessive fines, We o
have been arrested for such olfeinses as dr-vingz a coar with plates - -
from a different State than the operater's 'icence, and spceding
based on a phoned-in complaint Dy a local white vesident with a -
subsequent arrest by an cfficer who did not sce the alledged infrac-
tion, I mid=lugust a Negro student Irca Chio joilned our project -
and on his seccond deay here orderad a ccke at o local drug store,
He then unwittingly comitted the erime of sitting at the counter
to drink the coko, was promptly ~rrested for disorderly conduct and
fined $10%, Thesc sre jusht & for of the wony ilacidents that have '~
happened this swmier with tho recult that we are now 5300 in debt, -

Qur tqtal expenditures for the clght weeks of the SWIETr pProe - ~
ject werce $1400, over half of wiiich was spent for fines, Of the
remainder approxinately $300 went for room-and board for six workm

crs, $200 for gas and transportation costs, and $200 for office N
supplic wi1d aiscellancoks oxpenscs, B
Ylo desperatcly nced money rfor holl, fines ond operaticnnl S~

expenses, .8 the loc:l pcople have been threatcened with scverc
reprisals 1f they drive us around the county, ve necd 2 car, We T
nced supplics and books, especlally on Negro history, with which .
to begin a Frecdom Schocl, and o typevriter we can use regularly,.

N
A1l contributions should be sent to Henry County SCLC-SCCPE, N

P,0, Box 34, Abbeville, JAlabama, Plecasc send “oney corders instea B

of checks as the local bank will not cash chacks for civil rights > - -
Ls Preosident Joanson said in tlay, 196%, "The o

workers, M\\\N~
3 ights of no -

gh
4merican arc sceure until the rights of all Amcricans ere sccure,
Either the Constitution epuliecs to each and covery 2ne of us or it
applies to nonc of us, This country must move forverd vith justicggkx

Elinans "N

L

and compassicn for all or it won't nove Iforvard at oll,”

The fisght for {reedon ceoanct be wvon without sncrilfice on the
part of cvery conccrned individual, Vo connot 2ll secriiico everyw -
thing or cven the sanc tivings, but coch of us con give something,
Will you join in tho str-sric oné contribute whatever you are able? =
If you can't scad :woncy, uwe ena olso usc Green Sta pg,

Tours for freedom, >
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