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SCHOOL DESEGREGATION
BY LOU EMMA SHIPP

IN MISSISSIPPI THIS YEAR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SAYS ALL FREVIOUSLY WHITE
AND ALL PREVIOUSLY NEGRO SCHOOLS MUST BE DESEGREGATED, OR ELSE THEY WILL NOT
RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDS FROM THE GOVERNMENT;

WE HAVE NOT HAD ALL OF THE scHOOLS TO COMPLY WITH THE GOVERNMENTS ORDERS,
BUT SOME ARE DOING IT UNDER COURT ORDER, AND SOME ARE VOLUNTEERING TO COMPLY
WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S COMPLIANCE BILL. BEFORE THESE SCHOOLS THAT IS VOLUNTEERING
TO COMPLY CAN RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDS, THEY MUST SUBMIT 4 PL:N TO THE COMMISSIONER
OF EDUCATION IN WASHINGION, D.C., AND THEN IN ORDER FOR HIu TO #CCEPT IT, IT
MUST BE 4 PLiN TO INTEGREGATE FOUR GRADES i YEAR.

SOME SCHOOLS ARE ONLY DESEGREGATING TWO GRADES, IN ORDER FOR THEM TO RECEIVE
FEDﬁR‘;L FUNDS THEY MUST INTEGRATE FOUR GRADES UNDER THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S
ORDER. IN MANY COUNTIES PEOPLE H.VE BEIN HARRASSED AVD INTIMIDATED IN MiNY WAYS,
WHICH YOU WILL READ .BOUT FURTHER IN THE STORY, BECAUSE OF SCHOOL DESEGREGATION.

L OUT-OF~STATE LOWYERS HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH US IN ORDER TC VAKE IT BETTER
FOR TH: i\rm‘aor-s TO itCIVE . BETTER DUC.TICH. HIN THESE SCHOOL ARE INTEGRATED
WE MUST ATTEND THEM IN ORDERT O SHOW THE PEOPLE THAT THE NEGRO CHILD WANT AN
EDUCATION AS WELL A4S THE WHITE-CHILDgee - - oov — o

MOST PEOPLE THINK THAT WE WaNT 1;30 GO TO SCHOOL WLTH THE WHITES IN ORDER TO
SAY THAT I CAN GO TO SCHOOL WITH 4 WHITE CHILD. THAT IS NOT TRUE, FOR AS GOING =
TO SCHOOL TO.BE WITH i WHITE CHILD IS 4 LOT'S OF CRABS, BUT WE ARE ONLY GOING
TO BENEFIT OURSELVES SO WE CAN GET TOP POSITION IN THIS SOCIETY. WE VWANT.A
NEGRO PRESIDENT, NEGRO CONGRESSMAN, 4 NEGRO (NYBODY LIVE THE WHITE FOLKS HAVE,

WE ONLY W.NT WHAT BELONG TO US. WE WANT DESEGREGATION ONLY BECAUSE WE KNOW WE
HAVE . RIGHT TO GET N EDUCATION LIKE THE WHITE CHILD.

DESEGREGATION SHOULD ONLY BE .. COMMON THING TO BOTH BLACK /ND WHITE PEOPLE
IN THE SOUTH., IT IS NOTHING TO SEE .. WHITE MiN ,ND BL.CK WOMAN TOGETHER IN
MISSISSIFPI, WHY SHOULD IT BE SOMETHING TO SEE 4 NEGRO GHILD AND 4 WHITE CHILD
SITTING IN THE SAME CLASSROOM,

WE HAVE LOT'S OF PARENT WHO WILL NOT SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO PREVIOUSLY WHITE
SCHOOLS, WHEN THIS HAPPEN PEQOPLE ARE .FRAID OF WHAT MIGHT HiPPIN TO THEM, BECAUSE
THEY RE HARRASSED .ND INTIMIDATED IN SO MiNY WAYS, /ND THEY FE.R THIS KIND OF
TROUBLE. THIS DOESN'T MEAN THAT THE P.RENTS DON!'T WNT THE BEST OPFORTUNITY .
FOR THEIR CHILDREN, SURE THEY WANT THE BEST OPPORTUNITY, BUT THEY ARE AFRATD.

TO GO FURTHER INTO DET.ILS, LET ME GIVE YOU 4 LIST OF COUNTIES /ND HOW MiNY

CHILDRINS H.VE ENROLL IN THE PREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOL. THEY ARE a3 FOLLOWED:
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1) CALHOWN - 19 11) M0SS POINT —~ 87

2) VICKSBURG - 53 12) ALCORN =~ 20

3) BILOXI - 114 13) CaRTH.GE .ND LEAKE - 44

4) TUPELO - 17 14) McCOMB - 10 v
5) PiNOLA - 55 15) MERIDIAN - 7

6) NESHOBi -~ 10 16) PONTOTOC = 19

7) ENTERPRISE - 25 17) WINSTON - 28

8) ST4RKVILLE - 2 18) JaCKSON - 144

9) HOLMES - 189 . 19) CL4RKE - 25

10) CARROLL - 24

SO YOU C.iN SEE EY THESE FIGURES THAT PEOPLE ARE AFRAID TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN
TO THE SHITE SCHOOLS, BECAUSE THEY .RE 4FRAID OF WHAT MIGHT H.rPEN TO THEM.
AND YOU CAN'T BLAME . PERSON FOR WiNTING TO FROTECT HIMSELF,

WE DO HAVE PEOPLE WHO ARE WILLING TO T.KE WHAT EVER COME, BECAUSE THEY
REALLY WANT THEIR CHILDRENS TO HAVE i GOOD EDUCATION, THEY DON'T WiNT THEIR CHILe-
DREN TO COME UP THE W.Y THAT THEY HiD TO COME UP, THEY WiNT THINGS BETTER FOR
“"THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OF TOMORROW.

" THINGS HAS BEMV PRETTY TOUGH FOR THE PEOPLE THAT WANT THAT WHAT IS THEIRS,
AND THEY 4RE WILLING TO SUFFER 4ND DIE FOR WHAT IS RIGHT. SCHOOL DESECREGATION
WILL NOW BECOME 4 COMMON THING HERE IN MISSISSIPYI, WE DON'T WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL
WITH L-JHITE; BUT WE JUST WiNT 4 GOOD EDUCATION BECAUSE WE ARE TIRED OF GOING TO
NO-GOOD SCHOOLS (FOR EXAMPLE) VAIDEN NEGRO HIGH DOHSN'T HAVE A LIBRARY, AND WHAT
GOOD IS THAT TYPE OF SCHOOL, NO BUSINESS EDUCATION, NO MUSIC, NO CHEMISTRY,
ONLY THE COMMON BOOKS, LEARNING SUCH .S JLGEBR., PHYSICS, EDUCATION, ENGLISH,
4ND BIOLOGY. WE HAVE NO EXTRa CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES LIKE THE SHITE SCHOOL, IF
WE HaD BQUAL SCHOOLS, WE WOULDN'T GARE TO GO TO SCHOOL WITH WHITES.

I WILL NOW GO FURTHER INTO DETAILS. I WILL GIVE YOU SOME OF THE EVICTIONS
THaT HaS HaPPEN TO FAMILIES WHO H.VE ENROLL THEIR CHILDREN IN THE WHITE SCHOOL.
ON AUGUST 31, 1965 EVER ALINE MORGANFIELD FAMILY WiS PUT OFF THE D/N HOGIN
PLiNTATION IN ROLLING FORK. AFTER ENROLLING HER TWO SONS IN THE PREVIOUSLY
WHITE SCHOOL WHICH IS CALLED THE FIELD WRIGHT SCHOOL, HER SONS N.AMES ARE LESTER
AND JOE MORGANFIELD, MR, HOG.N FOUND THIS OUT .ND COME TO THE HORGANFIZLDS HOME
aND CALLED MR. MORGANFIELD OUT AND TOLD HIM HE HAD TO MOVE OUT OF HIS HOUSE BE-
FORE THE NEXT NIGHT, IND THAT HE WANTED HIS $70 DOLLARS THAT HE OWED nm; AND
THEN TOLD HIM IF HE DIIN'T HAVE THE MONEY IT WILL BE OK.

‘SO YOU CaN SEE WHAT I MEAN, WHEN I SAY FEOPLE ARE .WFRAID TO SEND THETR
CHILDREN TO THE WHITE SGHOOLS.

4 LaDY DOWN IN FILTER WaS TOLD IF SHE TOOK HER CHILDREN DOWN TO REGISTER,
SHE WOULD H.VE TO MOVE OFF 4 PLANTATION, & GIRL WiS“REFUSED REGISTRATION IN
THE PREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOL BEC..USE HER PARENTS WEREN'T WITH HER. THEY TOLD

HER P.RENT HiD TO BE THERE TO rROVE THAT THEY WERE HER PARENTS. #HE HiD HER §
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BIRTH CERTIFICATE WITH HER, SHE TRIED TO REGISTER IN THE 12th GRADE, HER NAME
IS MISS. THELM. HARRIS. « WHITE L.DY WENT BY THE SCHOOL .ND T.LKED TO THE .
FARENTS LIKSE DOGS, POLICE WERE THERE BUT DID NOTHING.

THE 1.RENTS HaD TO GO TO THE HE.LTH DEF.RTMENT TO GET IMMUNIZATION FAPERS
BEFORE GOING TO SCHOOL, THE WOM:N ﬁl THE HE.LTH DEP.RTMENT USED DEROG:A\TORY
LaNGUAGE, USING TERMS LIKE NIGGERS, S.YING THaT THE NIGGERS WON'T L.ST VERY
LONG NYWiY. MR. HURMS, « MaN FROM ISSAQUIN.. COUNTY WaS PUT OFF . PL.N Tf-».TION
BeLONGING TO THE SHERIFF OF ISS.QUEN. COUNTY BEC.USE HE REGISTERED HIS CHILDREN
IN THE FREVIOUSLY: WHITE SCHOOL.

4 WOMaN WaS SENT WORD BY THE SHERIFF BROTHER, THAT HER CHILDREN BETTER NOT
GO TO GLEN LLLEN SCHOOL WHICH IS . WHITE SCHOOL. HER N, IS IMRS. HoRNS , THE

PLANTATION OWIERS J?E BEING TOLD WHOSE CHILDRLNS RE REGISTERING IN THE WHITE

@

SCHOOL.

oFTER 1’_3015LE ARE BEIN FUT OFF PLANTAIIONS THE OWERS ZRE BURNING THE HOUSES
DOWN, THIS I-I.Ai.“l’Ei\I TO ALL THE PEO]-LE FROM BAYOUS WHO REGISTERED THEIR CHILDREN IN
THE J:REVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOLS WHEN THEY REGISTER THEY ..Rii aSKED THESE QUESTIONS,
WHERE THEY LI‘.?I'., HND THE CLOSLST WHITE PERSON NEGR BY. WHY WOULD .iNY SO~CALLED

DECINT HUMA! BEING DO . VERSON LIKE THIS.

THE FYEOrLE OF HOLLY SiRINGS HaVE BEEN GETTING NOTES IN THEIR MaIL, BOX, THE
NOTES S4YS FROM THE 19.COMMITTEE. .BOUT TWELVE KIDS FNROLL IN THE HOLLY SFRING
HIGH SCHOOL, THE NEGRO KIDS WuS TOLD THAT IF THEY WaNTED TO GO _TO THE WHITE
SCHOOL, THEY WOULD H.Vi TO RIDE THE BUS WITH THE WHITE KIDS, BUT THEI?.E LRE NO
WHITES SCHOOLS BUSSES IN THE NEGRO DISTRICTS. | |

ON SEiT. 1, MRS. FLORENCE PAINE WaS KICKED OFF & PLANTATICN BY HER PLAN-
TATION OWER WHEN SHE REGISTERED HER CHILD IN THE rREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOL. THE
PLANTATICN OWVER TOLD HEﬁI SHE HAD TO MOVE, SHE THEN GOT .FRAID .ND WENT BACK
TO THE NEGRO SCHOOL AND BEGISTLRED HER CHILD THERE HE THEN TOLD HER SHE HAD
TO BE OUT OF THE HOUSE BEFORE SATURDAY, THE NAME,, OF THE OWNER OF THE PLANT
ATION IS MRe ieEs SCOTT OF MAYERSVILLE :AND SUPERVISOR OF THE FOURTH DISTRICT
OF ISSAQUENi.

THE CARROLL COUNTY F.DeP. OFFICE WAS BURNED DOWN AUGUST #3RD DUE TO THE
FaCT OF SCHOOL DESEGREGATION, ALSO AN ATTEMPT WiS MiDi TO BURN 4 CHURCH IN
HOLMES. COUNTY DUE TO THE SAME FACTS, JND A STORE BELONGING TO i MAYOR , THE
MAYOR OF DURANE ( IN HOLMES: CO.) .MWAS DESTROYED, THE MAYOR HAD SUPFORTED
DESHEGREGATION, WE CANNOT TOLERATE WITH SUCH DOINGS AND WE MUST FIGHT FOR WHAT

IS RIGHT.
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AUGUST 3IST THE INELL ERWIN FAMILY WAS PUT OFF THE HOG/N

PLANTATION BECAUSE. THEY ENROLL. .THEIR KIDS IN PREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOLS.

INFORMATION OF HOW OUR L&WYERS HAVE BEEN HARRASSED AND INTIMIDATEDS

LAWYER CARSIE HALL HAS BERN INTIMIDATED IN MiNY WiYS : WHEN HE WiS WORKING |

IN GREENWOOD HIS LIFE WAS THREATENED BY LOCAL WHITES AND OFFICIALS¢ HE HAS

RECEIVED MANY = THREATENING PHONE CALLS FROM LOCAL WHITES,

 LAWYER'S MELL LOWENTHAL!S LIFE WAS THREATENED TN GOODMAN , MISS.
HE WAS SURROUNDED IN HIS CAR BY OTHER CARS WHEN HE TRIED TO HELP A NHGRO
OUT OF TROUBLE. THE WHITES SURROUNDED HIM :ND BURST HIS CiR LIGHTS OUT. HE
WORKED ON SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN BOTH HOLMES AND CARROLL COUNTIES. HE WAS
ASKED TO LEAVE HOLMES COUNTY, AND HE REFUSED BUT HE COT THE KIDS REGISTERED

IN THE PREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOL WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE,

I ALSO CHECK WITH THE LAWYERS IN THE PRESIDENTS COMMITITEE /AND
THEY SalID THEYW ﬁ:‘LEBH!'T ‘BEEN HARRASSED OR INTIMIDATED IN ANY WAY, ONE OF THEM
TOLD ME THEY HAD HAﬁRASSED THE OTHER PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY WERE ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE FENCE, AND THAT IS A FLABBERGASTING STATEMENT TO HAVE COI"TE.

FROM A LAWYER WORKING ON SCHOOL DESHGREGATION o

SO NOW MOST OF ALL OUR LAWYERS ARE LEAVING FOR VACATION OR TO GO
BACK TO THEIR JOBS, BUT IF THINGS GET ROUGH THEY WILL COME RIGHT BACK TO

MISSISSIPFI AND HELP THINKS TURN OUT FOR THE BEST.

IN MY CONCLUSION I HAVE ONLY ONE STATEMENT TO MAKE, WE ARE NOT
FIGHTING TO BE WITH THE WHITE MaN s WE ARE FIGHTING FOR WHAT IS RIGHT.

This report was made by Lou Ema
Bhipp , I8, sccretary of_the_Carroll

County FeDePse = Septe I9654




