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SCHOOL DESEGREGATION 

BY LOU EfviMA SHIPP 

JN MISSISSIPPI THIS YEAR. THE FEDERAL GOVEBNNENT SAYS ALL PREVIOUSLY WHITE 

AND ALL PREVIOUSLY NEGRO SCHOOLS MUST BE DESEGREGATED, OR ELSE THEY WILL NOT 

RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDS FROM THE GOVERNHENT i 

~ill HAVE NOT HAD .tiLL OF THE SCHOOLS TO CO:VlPLY VITTI-I THE GOVERNMENTS ORDERS, 

BUT SONE ARE DOTI~G IT UNDER COURT ORDER, fiND . SOME i\.RE VOLUNTEERING TO CO:MPLY 

, .. 
'·· 

WITH THE GOVERN"l~ENT 1 S COMPLIANCE BILL. BEFORE THESE SCHOOLS 'rH.AT IS VOLUNTEERJNG 

TO COMPLY C/iN RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDS, THEY HUST SU.BIV.liT A PLtili TO THE COivlHISSIONER 

<J <) 
\J ~ OF EDUC,~TION J1iJ \VASHDJGTON, D.C., liND TllliN IN ORDER FOR HTI'1 TO J-~CCEPT IT, IT 
' 
~ \i) "Y. JvlUST BE , ·~ PL..:lN TO DJTEGREGATE FOUR GRADES i 1. YEAR. 

SOHE SCHOOLS ARE ONLY DESEGREGATTIIJ G TvVO G&IDES, IN ORDER FOR THEl'i TO RECEIVE 

FEDER.il.L FUNDS THEY MUST TIIJTEGRATE FOUR GR.I.DES Ul:'WER THE . FEDERAL GOVERNIWT 1 S 

ORDER. IN l'1ANY COUNTIES PEOPLE H,;.VE BEEN H,ill.R.t\.~SED _AND TI\TTOODJ~TED JJ.IJ .l'li'iNY HriT.S , 
\ 

\VIUCH YOU vliLL :R.E.-~D .illOQT FURTHER J1iJ THE STORY, BEC,WSE OF SCHOOL DESEGREGATICN. . .;- . . . 

OUT'....OF-ST,:~,TE LOHYERS H,lVE BEEN ~I!ORIGNG \VITI-I US IN ORDER TO !JAKE IT BETTER 

FOR THE N.DX:Et10ES TO lUC~IVE , .. BZI'TER :.:;nuC • .TIQt;. : lHl!N THESE SCHOOL liRE J11TEGRATED 

WE MUST .ii.TTEND THEM IN ORDER T 0 SHOW ',I'HE PEOPLE THAT THE NEGRO CHILD Wf.\NT !iN 

. EDU_Q£~'l'l0N -~~S .J>JELL.,AS THE . lrJJ.-!J.TE-"GHILD,..r~ ."~ · · .~ ... · ~---~·~ . - -~ -- ~~~ -.. ---~ " ... _ ' ._ ... · .. 
. . . . . ~ . 

MOST PEOPLE THIN K THi1.T WE \ivii.NT TO GO TO SCHOOL WrrH, THE 1VHITES TI\T ORDER TO 

SAY TH.ti..T I CfiN GO TO SCHOOL WITH .l tvBlTE CHILD • . TiiJ.T IS NOT TRUE, · FOR AS GOING 

TO SCHOOL TO. BE WITH il. ~AiHITE CHILD IS A LOT'S OF CR.lLBS, BUT ~'IE ARE ONLY GOING 
• • • j • • • • • • : • • • • • • ' ··~ 

TO BENEFIT OURSELVES SO WE CAN GET TOP POSITION JN THIS SOCIETY . WE WANT .il 

NEGRO PRESIDENT, NEGRO CONGRESSlv}J\N, J:~ NEGRO .r'ltHBODY LE..E THE WHITE FOLKS HAVE . ,. ... . ' . . ·-

WE ONLY W .. 1NT ~VHAT BELONG TO US. t'.JE WANT DESEGREGi.TIOO ONLY BECt'lUSE WE !<NOW N'E 

H..i. VE "' RIGHT TO GET iJ~ EDUci·.TION LIKE THE ~VI-liTE CHILD. 

DESEGR.EG;.'riON SHOULD ONLY BE "L COivJM(!IJ TiliNG TO BOTH J.?LACK i iND ~VIUTE PEOPLE · 

JN THE SOUTH . IT IS NOTHJNG TO SEE .. i. vVH ITE M/JIJ J'JJD BL.ii.CK WOMiiN TOGETHER JN 

MISSISSIPPI,, vJHY SHOULD IT BE SOMETHING TO SEE i .. NEGRO CHILD iiND ... ·• M·HTE CHILD 

SITT~~ Thl THE SiJv[E CU.SSROOM. 

1rlli H,i VE LOT 1 S OF P.LRENT vlJHO ~>/ILL NOT SEND TIIEIR CHILDREN TO PREVIOUSLY 'WHITE 

SCHOOLS, IVHEN THIS HAPPEN PE~PLE ARE .. i.FRAID OF WHitT MIGHT H..:~PPEN TO THEM, BECAUSE 

THEY .rmE HAR&~tSSED .um DJTD1ID,i.TED DJ SO MitNY Wi~YS ,;~!ND THEY FE;i.R THIS KJND OF ' . 

TROUBLE. THIS DOESN 1 T J11E!N TH,i.T THE P .. illENTS DON 1 T 1rU.NT . . THE BEST OPi:>ORTUNITY 

FOR THEIR CHILDREN., SURE THEY -..VANT THE BEST OPPORTUNITY, BUT THEY i1RE itFRAID. 

TO GO FURTHER INTO DETJiiLS, LET IvJE _ GIVE :rou ;, LIST OF COUNTIES I.ND HOH MilNY 

CHILDREN'S K•VE .ENROLL 1N THE PREVIOUSLY . ~·IHITE SCHOOL. TI-IE.Y ARE ;Ls FQLLOhTED ; .. _, : . . 

. ·~ 



1) CALHOUN - 19 
2) VICKSBURG - 53 
3) BILOXI -:-. 114 
4) TUPELO - 17 
5) PlNOLk - . 55 
6) NESHOB.il - 10 
7) ENTERPRISE - 25 
B) ST~i.RICVILLE - 2 
9) HOLiviES - 189 

· 10) c;JllioLL - 24 · 
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11) NOSS POINT _. 87 
12) ,·.LCORN ... 20 
J.3) c,:.RTH;.GE ,iND LEJ.KE - 44 
14) ~cCOHB - 10 . · 
15) MERIDL\N - 7 
16) PONTOTOC - 19 
17) WlliSTON - 28 
18) J.~~CKSON - 144 
19) CLLRKE - 25 

SO YOU c;N SEE BY THESE FIGURES THAT PEOPLE .ill.E AFR.;LID TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN 

TO THE SHITE SCHOOLS, BECAUSE THEY .·.RE .i.FRAID OF WH;,T ~UGHT H.~1cPEN TO THEI.vi • 

• :J.m YOU C.i\N' t T BL.JviE .·, PERSCN FOR lfiiNTING TO PROTECT HIMSELF. 

WE DO H~~VE PEOPLE ~lHO ,t.RE viTLLJNG TO T.~KE WH;LT EVER COivJE, BEC!i.USE THEY 

REALLY H..:.NT THEIR CHILDRENS TO HAVE ·,\ GOOD EDUC,',TION, THEY DON 1 T vJi.NT THEIR CHIL­

DREN TO COlvJE UP THE \r,f;Ly TH.AT THEY HiJ) TO COME UP, THEY WlJtTT THINGS BETTER FOR 

THE YOUNG MEN· i'lND ~vOMEN OF TOMORROW. 

·. THJNGS H.~S BEEN PRETTY TOUGH FOR THE PEOPLE THlLT vJJ:!NT THAT ~VHAT IS THEIRS; 

iillD THEY .illE \'liLLJNG TO SUFFER .U'JD DIE FOR l'J.Hli.T IS RIGHT. SCHOOL DESEGREGATION 

~tiLL NOW BECOME A COJV.iMON THING HERE TI-J MISSISSIPPI, WE DON 1 T Wi\NT TO GO TO SCHOOL 
• • I . 

WITH MUTE, BUT WE JUST H .. illT A GOOD EDUCitTICN BECAUSE WE ARE TIRED OF GOJNG TO 

NO-GOOD SCHOOLS (FOR EJLUviPLE) VAIDEN NEGRO HIGH D01£SN 1 T HAVE A LI.BRimY, l\ND WH.i;,T 
. . 

GOOD IS TH.h.T TYPE' OF SCHOOLt NO BUS1NESS EDUC,\.'J'IQ\J, NO MUSIC, NO CHElvl:ISTRY, 

ONLY THE COMHON BOOKS, LE..-'JINING .SUCH .i~S ALGEBR.;,, PHYSICS, EDUC!~TION, ENGLISH, 

rl.ND BIOLOGY. 1-.JE H.:l VE N 0 EXT&·, CURRICUL.ill ;~CTIVITIES LTI\E THE SIUTE SCHOOL, IF 

WE H • .D EQU;J.. SCHOOLS, HE LvOULDN 1 T OARE TO GO TO SCHOOL \rJITH WHITES. 

I HILL NOH GO FURTHER INTO DET.i.ILS.
1 

I 'VITLL GIVE YOU SO~lE OF THE EVICTIONS 

TH,,T H;.s H~i.PFEN TO FA1'1ILIES v.JHO I·LVE EN'ROLL THEIR CHILDREN JN THE vVHITE SCHOOL. 

ON AUGUST 31, 1965 EVER .i,LJNE MORG;NFIELD F;JV!ILY H,:i.S PUT OFF THE Df.N HOGliN 

PLilNTJiTIQ\J m ROLLTI-JG FORK. iLFTER ENROLLTI-JG HER TVfO SONS IN THE PREVIOUSLY 

WHITE SCHOOL vJHICH IS c.,~D THE FIELD vJRIGFiT SCHOOL, HER SONS NJ'IMES ARE LESTER 
. -· 

.AND JOE NORG,\NFIELD. MR. HOGAN FOUND THIS OUT 11ND COME TO THE JvlORG11NFIELDS HOI"lE 

i\.ND CALLED J.VlR. MORG;!NFIELD OUT .t\.ND TOLD Hllv.I HE H.<\0 TO HOVE OUT OF HIS HOUSE BE..;. 

FORE THE NEXT NIGHT, liJ'JD THi!.T HE WANTED I HIS ik?O DOLLii.RS THl1T HE 01VED HD1,, liND 

THEN TOLD HD1 IF HE DJ:IN 1 T HA. VE THE MONEY IT WILL BE OK • . 

SO YOU. CAN SEE ~VHil.T I MEilN, 

CHILDREN TO THE lii!HITE SCHOOLS • 

WHEN I SAY PEO.i.JLE .~ J.FMID TO SEND THEIR ' . : ' 

• t L.JJY DOW\r m FILTER Vv .. S TOLD IF SHE TOOK HER CHILDREN DOV®J TO REGISTER, 

SHE ~VOULD H..V.E TO MOVE OFF A PLiiNT.i\TION. A GIRL ~'l;lS.tREFUSED REGISTRI.TION JN . . '· 

THE PREVIOUSLY 1-'JHITE SCHOOL BEC .. i.USE HER PiJliNTS v~ ' T vJITH HER. TI-IEY TOLD 

HER ?;.B.FNT H.'JJ TO BE THERE TO t~ROVE TH.l.T THEY WERE HER P.ii.RENTS. ~HE H,ill HER · 
.. ! 

'" r .:_\ : t 
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BIRTH CERTIFICii.TE HITH HER, SHE TRIED TO REGISTER IN THE 12th GR.UDE , HER NiLlvJE 

IS r·USS . THEUL .. H1"tRRIS . .~ \'ill iTE L .. DY vn:!NT BY THE SCHOOL ,J'JD T .. . LKED TO THE 

P.~REI'JTS LIICB DOGS, FOLICE vvERE THERE BUT DID NOTHTii!G. 

THE i '. JlENTS I-L.D TO GO TO THE HE..LTH DElj,JLTJVIENT TO GET IhlVIUNIZi~.TION F,\PERS 

BEFORE GOJli.JG TO SCHOOL, THE WON".N Il'J THE HK .LTH DEP:,RTNENT USED DEROGf.TORY 

L,'J'JGU.~GE, USTii!G TEillliS LIKE .N IGGERS, s;LYII'JG TH,'•T THEl NIGGERS WON 1 T Li·,sT VERY 
' 

BELONGTI\JG T.O TI-m SHERIFF OF ISS.i.QlJiil-L·, COUN TY BECJLUSE HE REGISTElillD JU ,'3 CHILDREN 

IN THE 1-'REVIOUSLY' ~VHITE SCHOOL• 

GO TO GLEN ... LLEN SCHOOL \:.JHICH J:S .. , lV}liTE SCHOOL . HER N,J11lli IS HRS . H:.&IJS, THE 

PLjNTATION 0\'iNERS .. . RE BEJNG TOLD v.JHOSE CHILDRENS ,',BE REGISTERING IN THE ~JHITE 

SCHOOL. 
. . . r 

' .: ... ). ~-- : 

,.f'TER PEOPLE .·IRE BEEN PUT OFF PLiJIJT, .IIONS THE Ol~ERS tRE BURN ING THE HOUSES 
:. ·: 

Dm~~ , THIS HAFP~ TO ALL THE PEOPLE FROivi BAYOUS WHO REGISTERED THEIR CHILDREN DJ 
,; : 

THE PREVIOUSLY tVIHTE SCHOOLS. ~JH.EN THEY REGISTER THEY .Jill l.tSKED THESE QLJESTIONS, 
. l.f ,: 

~VHERE THEY LIVE, AND THE CLOSEST lr~HITE PERSQIJ NE • .R BY . . t·ii~Y WOULD ,:uiJy SO-CALLED · 

DECJ!NT HU'l''.l;J\J BEING DO •· .. i)ERSON LIIill THIS . 
. ----------~--- ;; ___ , -

--~----- -------- ---- -- _, -

THE FE01~LE OF HOLLY Sl:'Rlli.GS . H••VE BEEN GETTJli.JG NOTES Jli.J THEIR 1\:liliL BOX, THE 

NOTES S.i.YS FROlVI THE 19 .COivj}J1ITTEE. ,..BOUT T1:JELVE IUDS ENROLL IN THJf HOLLY SPRJNG 

HIGH .S CHOOL. THE NEGRO I\IDS W. ,S TOLD Tl-L'•T IF THEY iLillTED TO GO TO THE vvHITE 

SCHOOL, THEY lliOULD I-J.,.VB TO RIDE THE BUS HITH THE ti/H ITE KIDS, BUT THERE I.RE NO 
. . . . . ~ . 

HHITES SCHOOLS BUSSES IN THE NEGRO DISTRI CTS. 

ON SEFT. 1, MRS . FLOREN CE p;1.JNE Wil.S KICKED OFF A PL1NTATIGN BY HER PLAN-

TATION 0\\NER 1JHEN' $HE REGISTERED HER CHILD m THE PREVIOUSLY VvHITE SCHOOL. THE 

f L.dNT1iTI ON Oill'JER TOLD HER SHE Hi1.D TO :HOVE, SHE THEN GOT ,,FRIJD J'.ND J;JENT B...lCK 

TO THE NEGRO SCHOOL AND REGISTER.EI) HER CHILD . , THERE~ . HE THEN TOLD HER SHE HAD · 

TO BE OUT OF THE HOUSE BEFORE SATURDAY, THE N.AME;:, OF THE OWNER OF THE PlJ\NT 
' .\ : .• ' . > I ~ ' , : • 

ATION IS MR. A•-E• SCOTT OF M.AYERSVILLE . ,; J'i.ND SUPERVISOR OF THE FOURTH DISTRICT 
. . ... t : 

OF ISSAQUENA. 

THE Cll.RRDLL COUNTY F.D.P. OFFICE V>lf~S BURNED DOWN AUGUST Q3RD DUE TO THE 

FACT OF SCHOOL DESEGREGATION . ilLSO AN ATTEMFT Wf,S HADE TO BURN i1. CHURCH IN 

HOLlvJES.. COUNTY 'DUE TO THE SliME , .FACTS,, ./l.Np .1l STORE BELONGING TO A MAYOR , THE 

H.il.YOR OF DUR.lli'ifl.li': ( lli HOLJYIES· CO.) • ..• W/.,.S DESTROYED. THE MAYOR H/ill SUPi~ORTED 

DESEGREGATION. WE CANNOT TOLERI~TE WITH SUCH DOINGS iJ\TD liVE MUST FIGHT FOR WHl.T 

IS IUGHT. 

-~ ; 

.=.:. ~ .' 
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.ll.UGU13T JIST THE INELL ERwiN FiJY!ILY WAS PUT OFF THE HOGilN 

PLANTATION BECAUSE. THEY ENROLL . THEIR IITDS IN PREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOLS; 

INFORJ\1Ji.TION OF HOW OUR Ll~~VYERS HAVE BEEN HARR!i.SSED J!ND INTIMIDATED£_ 

I 

LAVVYER C/i.RSIE HALL Hi.S BEEN nJTUIID/.TED nJ Mil.NY Wl~YS : "WHEI'J HE Wf;.S WORJGNG 

IN GREENWOOD HIS LIFE Vlli.S THREAl'ENED BY LOCilL vJHITES liND OFFICIALS;. HE HAS 

RECEIVED WINY THREATENING PHONE CALLS FROM LOC.l!L WHITES. 

. ,LA~VYER' S MELL LOWENTHAL t S LIFE WAS THREATENED IN GOODMJIN , lllSS. 

·' 
HE WAS SURROUNDED IN HIS GAR BY OTHER Cii.RS WHEN HE TRIED TO HELP 1\ NEGRO 

OUT OF TROUBLE. THE WHITES SURROUNDED HIM "iND BURST HIS Ci~R LIGHTS OUT. HE 

WORKED ON SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN BOTH HOLMES JJJD CJ.RROLL COUNTIES. HE WAS 

ASiffiD ~0 LEAVE HOLMES COUNTY, 1i.ND HE REFUSED BUT HE GOT THE KIDS REGISTERED 

IN THE PREVIOUSLY WHITE SCHOOL WITHOUT ii.NY TROUBLE. 

I ALSO CHECI\ WITH THE LAWYERS, nJ. THE PRESIDENTS COiv1IviiTTEE l &ND 

THEY S.AID THEflf HilD.IfJl 'T ·BEEN Hil.RR.tlSSED OR INTIJ:vliDATED IN fillY WAY. ONE OF THEM 
. . 

TOLD ME THEY HilD HARRASSED THE OTHER PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY WERE ON THE OTHER 

SIDE OF THE FENCE., /IND THAT IS A FLABBERGASTING STATEMENT TO H.ti.VE COME 

FROM A LAWYER WORJCING ON SCHOOL DESEGREGitTION. 

SO NOW MOST OF ALL OUR LA\VYERS l~RE LEAVING FOR VACATION OR TO :GO 

BACK, TO THEIR JOBS, BUT IF THINGS GET ROUGH THEY WILL COME RIGHT BACK TO ' 

MISSISSIPPI AND HELP THINKS TURN OUT FOR THE BEST. 

IN MY CONCLUSION I HAVE ONLY ONE STATEHENT TO MAKE. WE ARE NOT 

FIGHTING TO BE WITH . THE · WHITE M.tl.N, HE !~ FIGHTING FOR WHAT IS RIGH'TI~ 

This report was nade by Lou Etu.:.n 

§hipp ' I8, s ecretary of t~e Carroll 
I , , • • • 

County F.D~P~ - Sept -~ - I965 ~ 
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