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.,. M~;~Hy poople 6n the lef t are reaching t h conclusion thAt the ti1'1<:~ h a!! 

come far independent politioa;I. actioll to oSfer .the people of America 
a ~adical a l ternative to present govarnmsnt policies, both forei gn &nd 
d ,mastic . 

I t is commonly agreed-that to achie~e political power a broader be~~~ 
•.>f ir.:<~:l"' ·'r.~ls if not organizations , must be e:st-ablishad and tnat pe1'­
h aps a cc ... ;,.rhens~ve po-litical ~ograru itslef is a way to develop t.hia 
1-:Jas e,, as well as to. provide a fir.m link between the interrelated peao ec 

nd civil rights .movements . 
Coincident with this need is a source of strength. in tho burgeoninr.­

enthusiaSll\ among Junerioan Ylll th o ~e purpose of Young Am "ina WO\lld b!:! 
t c utiH.ze this ~ntb.usiasm in ei'i'ective po}.itical action · · -c prov{.ci · 
ing all those invol ved -with valuable poli tioal ed~cation aua at tne e~m­
t i me by bringing Southern Nagr c;res Nor th to participate i t w:ould ere~ ·'l> 

E 
dramatic end profound uni ty between Nol:'thern ~d Southern movernen·c., 

aa swa].l as oft.'er en opportunity for all to learn·by close contac-t; wi th 
·-W situations and people . 
r.:he basic plan d:f Young America is to cl;loo~Je about four or five c ong·­

-..1!1Slonal districts which by virtue of the blatant :!:pabil:tty of '.lb.-; pre ­
:J'3nt system to solve thair problems seem particularly receptive to , 
~ 11.cal alternative . (The anphasis vo 1.1ld be on congr easionill prime •·:I. e~ 
be ?auae these oft.'er the best t.'orums for a broad platt.'orm of national 
R"d international issues ; this does not preclude involvemen t in lom·~tl! 
e l e ction campaigns ~. • Aft er selecti ng tl;lese districts and findi,ng :;ui~­
'lb1.e e:andidatea~ YA, l'atb.or than attemptill!l; the organizationally i l);J.'.,.o·­
··-bl e and financially "impossible task of developing an indigemm'! ?"!.r :':: 
{)l'f';IPization J,n a.al:lort perdod of' ti.llll , 1110uld bring :Ln its o;wl'l ~; :)fl..t.'•' 
o.rg=1zation11 o.f app.x-oxima tely 300 1'u lL time volunte~ers about a mon .. , 
i:l e£ore the }l!'i.mary e l se tion. 'lhif' manpoweiT wou1d :p lie the pri.nutry ( "'"­
cuaa me) di fficulty of running a cam:paig5 and in all prababil:tt!" J?""-
->:i <:',.: 't;h<J YA ~a,ngida te wi:th a dis-tinct c:rgelti "' •:! ona] advantage. 

1-- YA volunteers VlCJUld, live in tb.e c.ommuni.ty and do inten!l5.ve oll!1·­
~ass1ng of the entire district , a~king people for their complai~t~ 
&l' i Rolutions ~d theY\ suggest the relevance of i ·asuea like ciyj_]l z "­
:>>lCi Vi"l tnam wl1ich migb t not have been of1'ered~ a111 well as some ®S\ s 
·;·,rh a s part .'·- · · democracy and a pl.enn.ed economy which the ~ •· 
;ea' kwe cons:a.- ored b1.1t not articula-ted -in a well Sormulated tt.r . ~" 
:•he oenvaa&er would attempt to involve intereste d local peopee ~~· 1·· 

<-rv.paign. canvassing and deciding plat form iss'l.lea, attempting -to '_ 
- :c a nucleu s for a permanent indigenous radical party . 
Al.thcugb the expense might be p:oohibitive , a free neWltpaper di s'1·:· 

<:etl. to all district residents weekly would be an invaTuable aid -f:J r.·-
'-ding a mora sympathetic attitude than will probably be avaiJ!.abce · 

·><> local. preas , while at the eame time providing an op..-ortunity ~ ... 
"l·)ra objective repor-ts of the na1i onal and interna'tiona1 news er~mr·-. 
~ich the campaign would b e baaed. 
:::JJ.o pro~ect is of c ourse quite labile at thia stage and modi.fi ( '~ ... ..,us 

-·:.i c!langea (even a new name) wil l be incopou-ated even a s the ac'tua..'Ti 
c.:-utl.paign is underway. One of the purposes oi' tl).e YA p:-<:o jec t i s AX"' ,...J­
m~n.tation to d;l.sco7er ,·rha t form of political activities c an be de~,,:_,_ 
~?ad for s successfUl radic a l progr~ in ~erieao 

'Ihe Jll'Oject should be un .dartaken in a form ins-uring severa :!L va'lu~.· 
in a.:ldi t1on to pure exparimente t i on. One is s, campaign vln ich for~:. .; 
opp011ents to v·: :ai'ront i 11sues and perhaps take posi.tion s t o the :: . .' ·· o.:;'' 
his '!>:t"..,.,...<cus s-canl'e . Ano 1;her ia thn politica l e ducation of t ho Cl • ~:• •• ret 
res ~ 'snte, who wi j,·•. b l:' offered , probRol y for l:ha first time , P. ,.,,_., 

see othel ··lu'· 



.£(H ·wulnt:a d program o.r.red~cal alternl'ti ves . Tt;i1·<'1,. t.t • ., val'la .ror _par­
t1cpnn~s, :Lu. oli 'l"nvcl·.J.<IP, ~dePt" ~u<l n ~H +-1r1e<J .tl poor and midd :'$ c .r.!oi!:­
Amaricans; for Southern !fagroe a in learning the form and exten-t of Nor­
thern pr0blams; for l'fo1· Lho..-uers in learning effect! ve organ:l"'i,ng tech­
nique-s and. in the procese, Sout\lern perspectives and valtles; and !'or 
all 1lt rticpants some form or seminRra which wo.uld allow theJ;J to i'ormu ­
~~te and devel~p more comple-tely those ideas and concepts which are 
th~:> basis .for the issues f'or l~hich they e,re campaigning. lf eucceas­
.f~;~ill, is is posaible that the YA project could provide the nucleus for 
a permanent radical organization or coali tit:~n. Of coPra a, any ac h..> a~ 
ele-ction victory could. have Sl extroadinary effect on the American po--
• t1cn scene . 
If this -project is to be ful!'illed the time to begin is now . A tempq­

rary national board must be set ~P to 0ffar prospective particppants 
SOJlll) id.ea of the probabJle initial positions of YA. In order to 1nn\OI:roe 

ln~:'timt\m P.IU'ticpa tion tb&s board s}+ou ld be as broad as possib la within 
the r<Jdical left and not ba vreie" "'ad toward any particula:r poai tion ,_, 
group. In the proces~ of its activlty YA wi11 or course necessarily 
develop more specific attttudes, perhaps even different ones in sach 
distl;'ict project, and this Vlould be reflected in a permanent exeJutiva 
body to be alec-ted sonTatin'B during the GU1l!lller. It might become faAs.iblt;, 
t-' elect distric-t exacn ti.ve-a even sooner. 

Ano tn.er immadi.a-t~ need is e small eta1'1' to work vii. tb the · tempo.»ary 
national bo~rd in surveying districts~ £inding candidates, reeruit'~r. 
particir ants and establishing a basic platform. 

'Ihe !'ina]. hurdle l.s 1'inanoial . Althrugh. volu)'lteers will be asked to 
provide for thei.r ovm room and board ( if past projects aro any innicc­
tion, the cost should not exceed ~50 a month-arrenge.m.ents w6uld o_ 
""'Jl'se be made for those who found this expense prohibi tille) • B:ome 
moneJ will be required for printing, sdministrati<m, etc. Ii' jOI'l!l~ 
1\.mcro ~a is to S\lcce&d it must be sln\ost entirely self-supporting. TlJ,: <r 
meanB that ~ougn unions. :foundations and ~terasted lndividualB'ru- ~t 
;l'..:.v~ :le assist·ance, members ntust assume most o:f the rep:ponsiblit;~ ·:r 
::h:l a involves ~_.5.00 a month,. not evan cigarette money, there sri') few 
~ '" uld be unable to ~fford i.t; Southern Negroes b,sve pl"id a .far h.-:;:~ 
a1' w !.ce for their paticpation in the civil rights movement. T- " r 1C"­

ca::nc ~ ai'l'ord the dues would be asked to eontll:t'bu'lra whate'Vel' tbey C"1 0 

L· ' it \'iOUJLd be possible to get even ill600' contibutora by January tht. 
'.JN ~ ee t would be financially i'easible . 

'i'',ose \tl o have been informally presented with tbe Young Amari< p 
~ec t have been universally .favorabl!.e. If we are to suc-ce-ed' ''Te r.t. ~u 
~~' r ideas and support now. 

P]oose wt•ite to Jon Steinberg 
B~~~~~ 
Atlantu. Geo~gia 

~'1-\ank you .f'or your i nter.tu;t 1 

d >-.rl :;:t;_, .... tl"< ~· 
~--;;n Steinbel"g -

:lo')sr ='rank . 
I tho••r-ht VIJ\l rni ht be intarested in this l;ype of: pl"o!oct . I 'llonld 

appreciat~ any co~mer:s . A t prasen~ I am or~anbzin~ a demonstra­
tiijn by co11 6 ze s~ dents ~or the 16th. I 'll send you more dstails 
when 1 get it b~~ter or~an~zed. 

Jon 


