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AN OPEN LEI'TER FROH REPRESENI'ATIVES OF THE FORREST CITY (ARKANSAS ) MOVEUENI' 

Approximately two weeks before school was to start a g:oup of Lincoln High 
students assembl ed at Forrest City Freedom Center to discuss the development 
of a group to represent students and se~k chang~s in the school. ~t of this 
first meeting came the Students for Act~on Romm1ttee (S.A.C.). Off1cers 
v1ere elected and the group was set up to function in a democratic way,. Many 
S.A.C. members had previously been involved in the ciVil rights demonstrations 
of summer 1965 in Forrest City~ 

In the days immediately following this first meeting the idea grew among the 
students to develop a petition listing our. specific suggestions for the 
improvement of school conditions. The petition was to be circulated among the 
whole student body for their approval and signatures and then presented to the 
school principal for his consideration. Over 1000 students supported the 
petition and signed it on the first two days it was circulated. In addition, 
a number of parents took it upon themselves to develop an informal parents 
~ommittee to support the students. These parents went out into the community 
P.nd gathered $ignatures of about SOO parents on the petition. On Tuesday, 
~eptember 1st, the second official day of classes, we the S.A.C. students, 
presented our petition to Mr. C. T. Cobb, the Negro principal of Lincoln High, 
a.nd spent the remainder of the day discussing our suggestions ''ith him. Mr. 
Cobb admitted that many of the students' suggestions were fair and require 
serious consideration. 

The petition has sixteen demands and is reproduced below: 

1. No male instructor for girls' physical education classes. 

2. Teachers a t Lincoln High school show a complete lack of concern for students 
who are slow at grasping the material than others. We want to initiate a 
program in which students will advance according to their comprehension. 

3~ Put an end to students working in the counselor's office. Students sho~lc 
::.·)t have access to the records of other students. If the counselor needs h!3lp;. 
8owsone should be hired to help1 

:.J.., More cooperation out of the counselor. Students tell the present cow.s r~l o::' 
~~1.e :i. r p!'oblems and complaintso The present counselor then breaks this coni'itien-:..e 
·:; -r t elling teachers what the students say.. This is a breach of professional 
.-. t hics ., We demand the placement of a new counselor mo has been trained in 
2ounseling students. 

:; ·· Put an end to teachers using profanity to students. If teachers continue thi 3 
;:-~·CJ.ctice, we demand their dismissal., 

Elimination of unnecessary fund drives. He demand to have an accounting of a~.l 
.'··~ ; s that are gotten from the students, and also vh at happens t o the mo!ley that 
1:1 collected from the students. 

?- An organized library program. 
representat ive of the accrediting 
add to have an adequate library. 

The school board must immediately senti for a 
assoc:Lation to tell the school what it needs to 

~. Elimination of unnecessary activities during class hourso 

S'- JJi;mediate accredit at ion by the North Cer;-~ ral Association. 

llo A ~chool nu-rs e who will be quali.fien to give · dental. eye, and ea!' exams., SomE' 
st 1~der. ~s c;,-., r;o·r. evo;n hav"l ~mall pox ·,;a8c inntions,. · 

1::., Buss e-s to carry studerts to school who li7e on the outskirts of tovm ~ 

l~., The schoo1 boar~ and t l1e Lincoln School ac'l.minist ration should meet monthly v:i. (;1:1 
:t eprGsei1t3 ~ iyes of the Studer.t Action C01.~r.~il .., 

14. Free textbooks f or all students. 

15., F!'?.e lunc!les for all students who are not able to pa;)r~ 
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16. Complete integration of the student body, ~aculties, and_sch~ol ?usses 
of all schools in Forrest Ci ty school system. 1Je demand the ~nst1 tut~on of 
the Princeton Plan to facilitate school integration. If this is not immediately 
possible , we demand that registration be opened for the "Freedom of Choi ce" 
plan for this present term. 

The next day S.A.C. officers and students again talked with Ur. Cobb. His 
attitude was markedly different from the day before. Mr. Cobb rever: ed 
hims elf completely and flatly refused to con~i~er any of our.s~ggest~one. He 
forbid the circulation of any material perta~ng to the pet~t~on on campus o 

The S.A.C. Officers and the remainder of Lincoln students returned quietly to 
their clas ses for the next few days. 

Meanwhile the parents committee gathered strength and the follOVIing week a 
delegation of seventeen mothers and fathers went to speak with Hr. Cobb. 
Mr. Cobb made arrangements for the ?arents to talk with Mr. Irving, the 
v1hite school superintendent in Forrest City. Nothing else was accomplished at 
this meeting and both sides parted angrily. 

The follOVIing Monday, September 13, the parents were permitted to speak to 
]~. Irving, vhite superintendent of Forrest City Special School District #7. 
Vfuen they entered his office they found they were also confronted by other 
school officials. Mr. Irving harassed the mothers and fathers who attended 
this confer ence in a harsh and shocking manner. Showing utter disre~ct for 
them and complete disregard for their petition, he all of a sudden said, 11 I 
have to go to another meeting , 11 and ended the confere nce. However, before 
ending the meeting, he threatened that further action on their part would 
r esult in hardship f or their children. 

Only after this two-week peri od of petitioning, discussions and conferences did 
the majority of the students r ealize that they c ould get no action from 
the authorities by usi ng f ormal channels. The parents also rese nted the hars~ 
and inconsiderate treatment th~t they had received when they petitioned the 
s::1ool authorities . Decause these two ·weeks of conferences with the school 
official s were so frustrating and because S.A.C. students f elt compelled t o 
cc.~uinue tli~i:r campai gn for improved school conditions, we had only t h'3 c:. lte r ; • . :. vc 
of a s chool boycott. This boycott would be a frank testimonial to the 
i~~dequacies of the education we received at Lincoln High School • 

. )l} Thursday , September 16, we initiated our school boycott by staging a s it-in 
i.n the c orridor of the Negro Lincoln High School at 8 a.m .. Twenty students ·were 
invol ved. ~-:e were approached by Mr. Cobb, the Negro school pr incipal, who 
·:ri 6d to get us to go to our elasses . However, we r efused to do so ~ About 

·~ifteen minutes lat er, Mr. Irving; the white school super intendent arrived: 
:!::! companied by Mr. James DeRossit, president of the school boar d, Mr . DeWitt 
3mi t.h, assistant superintendent of schools, and seven local p olicerr.en. Vle W3:::-e 
· old by the police that we would have to leave the corridor. 'ife got up and 
.:otarted to walk toward the entrance to the school but ?men we r eached the 
do~!' we ·were confronted by one of the local policemen who stood in the door. He 
r erused to l et us out. He was told by one of t he school officials to let us ou·L 

·::8 then went outside of the school and 'began marching ar ound the school singing 
freedc;n songs. As we walked around the school, our group began to gr ow - - prt:! t t y 
s::1on we had 150 s tudents march i ng with us . Vie were later approached by school 
e: :~ ·i' :i.ci<'. ls c!"lce again and told that we v1oul d have to l eave the school cawPD.s .. rre 
t.hr-:1_ tan-:-chG? o:'P.n to a r oad ?t t.he back of t he ca!.'pus , grouped to g~ther, a nd 
~o!1t.J.r;:ted ~nnf.J ng . Once ag.:G.n, 1·•e Y1e1·e a;.?_::-oo.c:"led by school offici .:.ls an(i. pcli-:e 
w~1o t-:-· ·.w~ to 1: .ak3 ·c.3 stJp sinGir~g . B1 ,·~ W<:J would not stop. At about thi s t in;e _, 
2 srr :.: ::. ~: . n":.;;.,e-,' a:..· c onr: :, rned p n·er.-l;s j c ined us . Oua 0.!.' tbese v1a s Mrs. 1 . C. 
Bradle-l , a N::;(;r o C.J. ndidate f or the school boar d. Then one of the school 
~:fi'ic' .::_,-, h "':?;.ln ~ointing out c ertai n ::; tudents in t!:e grou:> tha t he consid~red 
J_3~cie ~'3 C!.i: d said t ~1at he '.'!anted to tal!c .... ith them and to com'?. ir.sH1e " A~i t !1e 
same t.ir:l'l.:o one 0f· the girls in O'.ll' group wa c; t akan to a polir::e ca l.' a nd told t.o 
g8t i!'s~. C:e" Then , a:n t he stude nts gat hered ar~und the car a nd said that if t\", '3}­
,.ler P. goJ.!1~ t o arre s t her they would haYe to arr est a l l of us . No arreds were nc.de ~ 

1Thi1~ r e jJr es e-:-rtat ives of our gr oup were i ns:i.de t alkine t o schocl officials , the rest 
0.-:: t. t'>.t;. gt'ou~ r'~main~d outside . Wh en our r e?r est-ntativas came out, th-:ly said they 
Y18 !"(; d1ssat1sf1ed Yath YJhat was discu0sed cur i ne; this small confer ence . The white 
school offic i a ls kept saying that people should go back t o t. he school and t hab 
they v1ould do what they could t o meet t he demands but that t he students had t o 
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realize that this "takes time. 11 -:·:e then returned to the freedom center to 
discuss further action in order that our demands would be met. 

On Friday morning September 17, we returned to Lincoln High Schoo~ a nd. 
picketed. Around 200 students were involved. After an hour of p~cket~~g we 
decided to march down to the v1hite high school to discuss our demands vnth Mr . 
Irving. Tlhen we arrived at Forrest City High Sch?ol Mr. Irving came outside 
and told us to leave . 1.";e told him we wanted to d1scuss our demands. He became 
rather furious and once again told us to leave because we were disturbing classf!s. 
About ten minutes later a rleet of about t hirty state patrol cars pulled up. 
I.1r. Irving threatened us Y!ith arrest if we did not l:ave. •:;e r ef used t o leave~ 
He motioned to the ·)olice and said 11 ok, get them. 11 1/e were then arrested and 
taken by school bu;ses to the St. Fra ncis County j ail. A number of Ne~ro 
bystanderes v1ere arrested with us. Some of us were packed 40- 50 deep ~n county 
jail cells -- cells ~hich usually hold 30 people. Others of us were sent to 
the condemned city jail. 

~anwhile, five policemen went to the SNCC Freedom Center and arrested SNCC 
worker Tex Lowe. That s ame afternoon trihals began for the 198 students and 
8 adults. S. A.C. members had not had time to get lawye rs; therefore most of 
the students ~ere char ged ~ith disturbing the peace on public school property~ 
They 11ere found guilty, sentenced to 30 days in jail and fined ~250. 00~ Those 
who the police consider ed 11leaders " were sentenced to 60 days in jail and 
fined 0300 - ~v5oo. Tex Lowe was charged with disturbing the peace on school 
property (even though he was not at the demonstration) and contributing to 
the deliqquency of a minor. His sentence wa s six months for the disturbi ng ths 
peace charge and one year for the contributing charge. He was tried even 
though he asked for a continuonce until he could get a lwayer. 

Some of us were returned to the jail cells after the trial; others were sent t~ 
the white swimming pool and the white civic center which served as temporary 
jail quarters. 

About 6 p.m;. that same day (September 17) Jerry Casey, S~~C project dir ector ~nd 
P<: t Gl aclinan, a volunteer ttrom Canada, wer e arrested and char ged with 11Contrib1Jl,).Dg 
to the deliqquency of minors." 

Satur day, September 18, a new group of students marched to the jail to pr otest 
t he a~rests of their schoolmates. No arrests were made. Al so on Saturday, TP.x 
Lov1e and nine other students were taken to the Mississi ppi County Penal Farmo 

By l ate Saturday af ternoon all those previously arrested, except the ten a t i..l!e 
?enal Farm, had been r el eased on bond. On Sundc:w, those at the Penal Farm '.'ler e 
i'eleased. 

Gn Sunday night, Se-='tember 19, Dr I»ans , a Negro r epresentative from Gov. Faubus ' 
::ffice in Little Rock, came to meet with tr.e students. He l istened to the 
.:>tudents ' demands and said he r10uld arrange a meeting with the school officias~ 
:·ie :held off denonst r ations for I.Ionday because ~vans said he r1oul d get this 
~eeting aril'langed. '.Te said we wouldn 1 t wait longer than 11 am Tuesday f or t hese 
~ .egotiations . Final ly the meeting was scheduled for 11 am Tuesday. Student 
r epresentatives , IIervin Barr, President of t he St. Francis County Achievement 
Commit tee , two Sl:cc workers , Jerry Casey and Tex Lowe, Candidate Bradley, and a 
1-Yegro par ent Hrs Brown me t with I Ir DeRos sit , School Board President, Dr Evans 
n.ud others . 

· ~· : .J:f l ')Oked over the petition v1hich now included a demand that all char ges 'I)? 

d~·o~p".:d asa i rf1+. those arr ested . SomP 0f 0ur- damands , they said: vJot!ld roc~i-..e 
L~118'i: ate att ::.mtion; others coul d not :..' e r ectified until they r ece ived t he.:_:-
. ·:.1D<. i un( er t he ne':J Elementary and Sec ondar y Educnti0n Act . Dut they e<roided 
.. d.ocuosion of our t1':o most important poi nts -- t hat the charges b e d~opp13d an'l 
':hat ·,I:Je SC

110ol system be fully deseeregated immedi at ;:' l y . They said that they 
co·..;.l d no·s drop the char ges but t hat t he c ourts '.'/Ould have t o do tb i.s . T'l-ley aLso 
'lr gued that since their school desegr egation pl an had been accepted by the Office 
0f Educat i o11 , they could not open r egistr at ion or change the vmy deseGregat io:1 
~arJ b"'!en going . But we knev1 that they had not carrm6d out t he pl a n in good faith . 
lhey h ad r e- routed t he school busses so t hat Negro students in the ru~al ar eas 
tra i1Sfe:·ring to nhi te s chools Yiould have t wo extr a mil es to catch t he school bus 
'.ihe~.- had also held the :registration period before the Office of Educa tion .. 
c:~ cepted t he p l an. In Uay, forms Ylere p assed out in school which parents had to · 
1~ring back i n 48 hours if they nanted to transfer their children to white schools ~ 
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In addition, the Hegl'O jJL'.i llCii•:-lL l w--1 {)pr> t,ly ni !';rf)llr ::~.go d ut. wl~ !J I ; ::; f rom 
transfe rring : he tol d seniors that t hey might not gr aduate if they changed 
to the white school. He told other students that if they were expeJled from 
or left t he white school · f or any r eason that they wouldn ' t be abl e to get 
back in the Negr o school. There was only a l ittl e publicity about the fact 
that t he white school s would be desegregated. 

After explaining what demands they would act upon , the school off icials pulled 
out a previously prepared typewritten page listing those things they woul d 
accept . They then said they YJould i ssue this t o the pr ess once the meeting 

was ended. But the student r epresentatives s aid they would have to take the 
r ecommerldations of the school boar d back to their gr oup. 

At a community mass meeting that night (Tues dayr, the pe opl e and students 
r ejected the school board ' s ~oposal because the two most i iD?ortant demands 
had not been met . During t he mass meeting the ~~o Negro policemen came to 
the door , took Jerry Casey; SNCC project direc tor, out side , and arr ested h i m 
for " threatening to do bodily harm" to one of the students who had been in the 
first demonstration. The· warrant f or Jerry ' s arrest was supposedly sworn 
out by the student' s aunt . During the time J erry was supposed to have thr eatened 
this student he was down at the bank i nvolved i n negotiat ions . 

On Wednesday, September 22, the students demonst r ated at the county courthouse . 
All were arrested for "par ading without a per mit . 11 That evening Mrs . L. C. 
Bradley and Mrs . Brown we r e ar r ested at their homes for "inciting t o r i ot . " 
J erry Casey, then in jail , was also charged with "inciting t o riot . " 

On Thur sday, Se~tember 23, mor e students and ?arents demonstra t ed at t he 
courthous e. '!lhen they arrived they were told to l eave or the y would be 
arrested . About two- thir as of this group wer e a rrest ed , and ch~ rged with 
"par ading without a permit ." 

The same " jails" were used for the one hundre d or more people arrested Wednesda::,· 
and Tur sdo.y. No t r ails have been held yet ; peonle ,Ner e bonded out by 
3..3...tur day. 

T"nring t hese two weeks of demonstra tions , 9o% of the s tudent s at Lincoln 
High School stayed out of school . But gradually some pa r e nts bec;an taking 
stude nts back t o s chool. This 1•1as par tially due t o t he f ac t t hat ,.:vaen 
students were released from j a:i.l on their own r ecognizanc e ., :1ar ents -oromis ed 
t he officia l s that t he students would r eturn to school. S_i;udent s 1'Jho did 
not r e turn to school >'lo r e those wi1o r e fu.sed to r et.urn until conditi ons v;gre 
b et te r ed and the Negro pr incipal remo~ed. 

We are here in Washington to present our pe tit i on to the Of fic e of Education 
and the Jus tice Department. We are asking that these government officias 
t ake al l actions possible to r emedy the situat ion. i le vJill pres ent 
specific de ma nds to each agency whe n 'tie meet with them on Monday. 

FORREST CITY , ARKANSAS 1965 


