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The r-1g-white concept. 
i 1 I 

The latest statement to indicate 'the Party's intention 

to maintain,, exoluei vely \\'hi te control anil. \i111 td partioipati'on 

in Party a:ffai:rs . , oame on Sept. 14th. 
. . 

' On that dato Mississippi's Governor, Pl\ul Johnson, 

told s Prass oonferonoe st Sea Island, G~orgia (where he had gom 

to mull over -ptoblems ·with othar Southe:r.n Govol'nore') : "tharo 

ie little indioai1on that •there Will be any activity toward 

integrating the -n11xt •dolcgation from i,iieliiseippi to the National 

Domooratio Convention" 1 

Central to tho Party' e policiee· 'ie tha.1l one limiting 

the Negro vote in the Stato. Johnson referred explioitly:to this 

when he eaid that illiterates v,ould be refused the right t~ 

vote 1n M1e81eeippi "so long as the .i'ederal Govermnent dieorim-
• 2 

in.at e's against this state on voting qualifioations." 

Johnson was not apaak~ng idly, Early in S.iptemb.i:r the 

State initiated legal action to disonfranohiee voters registered 

by Fadoral Registrars. W:sa. Attorney Gonaral, Joo Patterson, 

filed injunotiollll in four ~isaiseippi counties - Lladieon, Jo~ee, 

Laflore and Jefferson Davia - to strike illiterates fl'om the 

Stat•l 1 a voting rolls. 3 

Gov. Johnson insisted that tho inJunotiona applied 
• • equally to black and white illitoratae, but the ineiatanoo woe 

miaplooed e1noa very fav, wh.itee (on any comparitivo baa•s) would 

' ' . bo sffaatad• 
: 



2, _ .. ___ . -

I ts olear, howovor, t·hat th.:, injUllotione "\.O'u.l.-11!-. a'ffoot .--·•-~----·· 

larg,4! numb.ere of Negro\lB• By. 5,rptamber 14th bot'lloon 15,000 

and 20,QOO ~l!iterates _had ~eon ra~istol:_~d 1~.~ho four o~un-
1;. 

tios - kadieon, Jonoe, Leflore and Jofforeon Davis.· 
and •• • 

11b't J~hneon,/Pa~ta:.'lon ;wo,re d?._:1-~ in offo9t wa11 t,o. 

roaf:1,1.rJII.' thoir. !>eliof in th9 ,: 
t ~-.. '- 'iL!. ,. .l I -. 

' t 

~oherie~o~ :tra~i tiP,ne of 11113s1s eippt 8:/1~
our J)<1lqve'1 ;S~uthl~d.' and pl~~'l an13~ 

our allogi\UlOO to thq tru prinoiplee of 
• ' ... • • IJ • - • 

tho hietorio Domooratio ParW;o~ ..U.eeiee~ 

p;p1 ••• tho piµ"ty to Which wo havo boon 
• ' • ......! 

dovotodJ.¥ faith:f'u1.• 5 
.. 

-·' Early_1~ the summer a ai;,eoial eoeeion of the State .. ,.. 

.L 

Logielature ro~aled soma eeotions of the 1890 Constitution;' 

with, th~ result ( thooretioally) of g'Wll'r.tnteoing the voto to 
,_. • JI 

who oould read and writo. Tha Legislat•ro inoludoQ n provision 
' . 

in tho voting legislation that would allou it to r~-introduoo 

' quallfioation for wou.ld-be voters, 
• • .' •. • •.• H· . 

If il'odere.l enforoe,nont of the 1965 Voting Rights !\of 

ot iiome dnto in tho' f11ture, 
l 

• .. I . .. •• 

-provoi innffootive then the St!,to ( lllld tho .t'artyl would fool 

,. 

. ' :tree to C)8ain wr~to litara.oy roquirom~ts into tho constitution -

that, oloerly, v. as tho thinking. of tho 'stato Leg'ia1titure, ·~ , . ' 
As n -t;aotio it woe ovidanoed by the role of tho State' a 

i I 4 ---.t. t • 

top offioif.118 in tho weoks preoo•ding 
. , . . 

tho .t\efcrot,dum ( Aug. l'ltli) 

1n whioh ·tho p.Joylo o:t the Stato 'A.:Jro to voto on tM cbnstit

utionlll '.mondmonts. 

.. 

• 



3. ., 

Tho la~dare in both Bousoe of tho Legialaturo oamo out 

strongly for t~~ir accoptanoo ; no Party functionary of any 

importanoo ~goeted otniruieo: 1,hat lcy bohind euoh aooming 

overall ep.pport for a place of legislation which would liber

alieo voting la\18 ? Tho Now York Tim5a ( Juno lWt.h, I965l 

auggoetod: 

"Tha • purposo of auah logielation in 'this S..igrog

ationist Stato has boon sot forth i~ this mannor . . 
by Gov. Paul Johnson Jr. : It would put .u.eeies-

• • logaJ. 
1ppi 1n an. advantegooue/poe,ition to ohallongo .. . 
tho .il'odoral V:pti~ Right.a .Bill, whioh ie doaignod 

to romovo obetaoloe to Nogro voting." .. 
Th<>. Stato aeknovilo-dgM. thore 110uld havo to bo. an inqr.:iaeo -. . 

in tho numbor of rpgiet~rod Negroes, but tho Stato would do 
• 4 t, 

tho j•ob, ,not tho i'od.oral G?vort.mof!t. Tbo price hnd boon paid 

by tho Rofcrondum - as Southern gomtlomcn thoy had mado their 

eido of tho bargain. 6 . 

.But ovon if thoro was gojng to be moro Nugrocs rogieto~d 

tho Party had no room for them. Lot thom voto. Domoc;irat i:uid no 
7 ........ .::.._ ... -· --·• 

moro. 

Gov. Johnson om_plifiod on th.is subject at Sile Iel!llld , 

"Tho Nogro viill probably bo oaating hie t-ot.; for tho Domoorntic 

Party aey timo ho gota n ohanoo. That will ~obably bo hie onli 
. ,e 

rolo at this timo.• 

I 



/Ind thllll to a mat tin o:f tho utll)OBt im. ortano,o ; JoJuiso,;i 

ropliod to a quaetionor that tho !IL:1,sa1ee1pp1 Domoora~io .r,:,.rty 

had •ll{ado no •movo to onoourag,;i l{ogro pox-t1.9_ipotion in .l.'u,rty 
9 

u!fa.ire. ·, • • " • 

lihat ho nus anyir.g, i.a-. Bid\1-,ll .\dt.111, oh~irlllllll o:f ~ho 

Stoto ·]art-iJ, put.llnothor uay .an Juno 1st, !~64 •• 

I . 

"Tho l.iiaeieaippi Domooratio i'orty ie 

doclia.atod fir et, lnet and oJ.wa;ye to 

eogrogntion. \10' vo O.l\13YB boon that wey, 
,· ~ ' 

and l don't eao any oh!ingas iri tho foreooablo 
10 

futuro •• " 

\, 
1 

>lo ,4 ' I 

\t 71 iolr. .\dcm has e.::on mooy clogs bo.;ying ct tho moon. Tho 
. ' ii: 

thought o•ourrod to him during tho intorviow I Jurio let) ·r,hon 
r 

ho VIOB aekod 
- • .... ' 1 .• 

about Nogx-o candidatos for public offioo : '"Did 
. 

you over aoo a be.by ory for th., moon ? 1r:/ sons nnd'. granilohildX'on 

I'vo 
; 

soon thom mnny a ·t1mo out on tho porch roaching for tho 

moon. And I' v.:: econ doge boying at tho moon." '. 

Ono-.Pnrty tabtice: 

: Tho'Stotu Party hoe both doniod Nogro 

of~aire• (edc :ppandix ~.),,ond indopo~4ont 

ion~ 

• J.h:• 

participation 1n it.a . . 
po,lition} or~:uu.zot- .. 

Two to.otioa woro ueoJd by tho Sta to in tryjng: to ~,rovimt 

offio1al 1~oogn1t1on of n party loyal to tho principles ond 

fl6tform of the National Domooratio Party, 



5. 

Tho S'l:ato first doniod ro,g1strat1on of the J.L.1'.D.P. 

ae tho of£io1al Domooratio Party of tho Stcto (about Juey 

24th, 1964), on quasi-legal grounds, nnd then proooodod to 

filo nn inju:nojion ilnjoining tho- l.L!"'DP from using the, :word_ 

"Domocratio" in its titlo, Tho eamo injunction aiao Bought 

to prdvont dcilogates of tho W'DP from atto.nd,ing ,rtho Na.tioneJ. 

Domooratio Oonvontion at ttlantio City. 

Tho' ba~ie for tho fi:rat tao tio lEW in a S~ato lav, 

which said tha.t a party which wiehod to bocomo rogist orod, had 

to announce its mooting& publicey ( through tho Pross and radio) . . 
lie bar Ladner, Sacratary o-f Sta to for kise1es1p~1, 

rofueod to oontlidor resistration of the l..l'DP ae an official 

party U1,til tho first cyclo of moo tinge had boon co111Plet ed./ 

Tho mass media - no11spapcra, radio ·s ta.tions - refused ·to· truco . . 
ads from tho loU!'D2 booauso it '-'BB not a register<id. poli tiol1l. 

party. 

ln aevpral oth_ar raepoo'te the Ste.to had alreaq moved 

to quash aey at-tompta at polit,oal organizirig; end gollll 03, 

step fur~~or .~n lil!liting Nogro participation on Juries. 

Roproseing' 1i'olit"iolll 'action. 

On June I Ith, 1964, Bill numbor 52057, or tho"Crirlll.nal 

,, 

d 
synd.icalism, n Bill • wae ,s¾Snod into law by Gov. Johnson. Paseo 

oxtremo-right groups ana.' 
. ' ': 

civil rights orgabizat1ons, the Bill prohibited the tooohtng or .. . .. .. .. 
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advocating -of '\any po.Litioal or eooial ohango" in .141ee

iesippi. ~ vi~lat~on would bo coueidf!10d al a folocy. . . 
Tho law has nover bean usod_ against "whito extremist " . : 

.' 

groupe. On~ once has it boon used ~s tho bnsie for o criminal . ; : 

ohargo, Twenty-four Bogrooe· woro jailod last November 1n . . . 
Llagnol1n ( Piko County). , oh:e.rgod_ w1 th •criminal synd1oalism". 

They had been arrested aftor .they gathered outside tho bombod 

houeo of n Nog~o in McComb. The oaae waa romovod to Hodaral. 

court, Ond has still to bo honrd. 
,.. 

Houao Bill 64, or tho "Ourfow Law• ae it was oallod, 
' .. . 

passed both_Houaoe and was eignod into law, June, 1964,. 1i 

• 

granted l,\unioipalitise tho right to oateblieh ourfm1a without, -· 

formal~ o.001ar1ng lll51't1al lav,. Tho ll1ll wa~- 1ntro0.uood b,' 

Bop. Irey Turner, Rumphroya County, a membor of tho Citisona 

Oounoi.l. 

Tho Bill pseaod through hoth Houses without •ppoaition • 

' doapita tho fnot that U .~. oourta bavo hold .ourfowe oovoring 

adults to' bo unconstitutional, 

lir. Turner's Bill bOO!llllO a reality thi8 eumor. Durillg 

tho first weok of Septombor tho Uayor o~ Betchos, ~ John 
• ' 0 

11oeeor, ordered a ourfow in tho town from 10-~n ·thojvonillg ~ 

to fivo•in tho morning, 

The 'ordansnoe' was oatonaibly pu'l into offDo~ to :provont 

raoial oonfliot', following tho bombing of a car bolovging to 

Georgo 110toalf, local proeidant o·f thoN,.11.1..-c • .P, 



A.cting ,on tho or&nance ,units of the National Guard t.lado savoral 
~ . 

a.rroste wbile thoy >tore stntionod in thO to"'1. ,Ux:,ost all thoso 

arrosted wore tler.lbore or tho 11.F.D.F. 

Tho cur!ow ettoctivaly lioitcd POJ.itical action in the to"'1; Nesroes 

waro oithor afraid t~ cooa to rooting•, or left >toll before tho en/I so 

' as to get hooc before IOpc,. ~o tact that f.hc <mrfew (in a codified torn) 

I 
is still in force attar ~early a oonth, points to its use o.h polltiea.l 

dovice. 

Tho legal collore.ry to tbooo 11roprassivo 11 Billa, was tho pass:,go or 

Bill 937 to lir.d.t' and reduce the nuober ot Negroes on Hl.ssiesippi 'Jury 

lists. Stripped of tho right to organi110 politically, tho St:ate ,ms 

cak:ins it oven ooro certain that thu ltiaaiosippi Negro would find no 

rollot in the state courts. 

Tho Stato 1e rot1ction to politi£al d<>aonetrntians, I965 

Tho P~y•a IJOllthpioco, tho Jnckson Cliirion I:edgor ond Daily Nowe, 

rospondod to the deametrations in Jackscn during June by lnballlng 

th= ae 11reoial pret®ta 11• 

Th.o Po.rty would not recognizo that thoir essence was politi~ ; 

prodictably its l'ross congrotulatod tho subsequent a.ctions of tllO 

Jackson pollco on<l the stato Legislature. 

The dor:onstr11tion• tumed do tho ~t or ~ho Sta.to legislators to 

tiG-et at a11. Since tho J:181lbers1hall bocn..oloct,od by roµi;l>ly hl>lf tho 

franchiao - at tho expense of tho '11sonfl""'chisod h81f - th<lir aloctions 
' . 

woro illegal.. 
' 

• .. 

• 
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'!'ho tact that tho Logislaturo ha<1 oot to COl'lsider changing 
~ . 

voting laws was , in itself, socondar)" • ' 

' Both Houso• ot tho Logislll.tUNJ ,n,r"c, ~ickod by tho ciarchoa on 

tho Capitol into adcling :l'urthor legislation C() tho books,. ~pPcU:ioally 

to forbid pickotJne at tho Capitol, tbo old Capitol B\liJ.4:ing, tho Gov-
/ ,, 

emor• s Mansion , ll!ld othor state govomcont offlcos, 

Tho City, with £ulJ. ocnnivanco of stnto authorities, orrostod a 

total of coro t)WI I,300 pooplo - the vnat r.iajorlty on an ordanonce . .. ' . . 
that tho .Fifth Circuit Court ot :,ppoala ruled, cn Juno JOth, to bo 

' ' 
unconstitutional, 

► ~ • .... .. 

Accounts of polico brutality durinc tho arrests D.nd in jail, O<lVO 
. . 1 tor 

boon docur.l<lllt.o<1 by tho Justieo Dopartnont ;/tho final act of tho State 
• 

was to disam<1o1 1.f not by ru-rosts, thon by bootinss Md discoofort, 

anyono Who choll<>neod~!5.Jl0lit~ s~.9~. • . . _ . , . ~ _ 

I. Jacksoo Clarion Lodgor, Sopt 14th 

2, Di1;_f-9• 

3, Ditto 

4, J:,ckson DaJ.ly No1<0 , Sopt, I4tl\. 

• 

s, flatfolt:\ ll!ld i'rlnoiplos, Miss.> Dooocratio Farty 
a 

• Miko Hi!ll'Oll, &opt,. 
65 •. 

6, J1>ekson Clnriori Lodger, Oet;Ist - Jchnson 1e i,ection to turthai, Fad 

7 ond 8, Jack;son DaiJ..y News , Sopt,• I4th, 
Rogistrars, 

. .. 

9, Jae~ D~ No"'•• Sept, 14th~ 

~PP<mdix /,, tokon froc 14-1",D,i', brochuro, august 1961,. 

' . ' 



9. 

,ill nbstrnet Aw a report. ot last ;year's Proeinct e.nd countr 
Cgnyontions 

During J1r10, 1964, tho l>a:iocrnt1c l>nrly of tho Strate cmductod 

procinct oootinga , tor th<> purpose of notlillating dol.ogatos to tho 

colll!ty convont1on•• 

BGlow is a partial roJ)ort of what happened to thoso Nogroos 

>Ibo attor.q,tod to tako part in tho procinct motinga. 

In o1eht procincts (in 6 di!foront counties) Nogroos wont to their 
pol.ling station• botoro tho t1no legally dos1ei,atod for tho procinct 
nootings (IO.OOara) but woro Ullllbl.O to find ovidoncc of a acoting. 
Inqu1r1os addresaod to public officials provod futilot sooo officials 
cloniod knoW'loc!Go ot crry 1JOoting, othol'S claicod thnt tho ooetins bod 
8.lroedy boon hal.d. 

In throo procincta (in 6 di.fforant countioe) Negroos .Cound tho procinct 
coctings, but woro oxcludod troa th11 oootings. In Htlttiosburg~ Nogroos 
woro told tbnt thoy could not participnto without poll t,,x receipts 
dospito tho rocant Constitutional tlCIOi\dnont outlalling such provisions. 

In ton precincts ( in 5 di.t'foront counties) Nogr<>0s wcro allo-wod to 
attend tho ooctinG&, but wore rostrictod in SOIJO wa,y troo oxcorc1s1ng 
tb«ir full righta: eooo wore not allowed to vote, sooe woril not all.o""<I 
to nocdno.to dw.oaatos fra:1 tho noor, others Wero not alloWild to 
tcl<o part in choosing tllo&o -.ho tnlliod tho votos. In sovoral ooatings 
tho Nogrooo worg UllAble to introduce thoir resolution calling for 
loyalty to thQ ationa1 l'a.rty , in others they woro unablo to brlng thoir 
resolutions to a vote. 

I H.11 I II IMM NII IUi:tlt(il' JHI lililJt 1111 ii II ti IUHI Iii lil.N ll 

Mississ1pJ)i Froodon Dooocratic !'arty, 

507~ North Farish stroot, 

Jackson. 

Tol. I' 91.8-4038 • 




