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FOR AN ASSEMBLY OF
UNREPRESENT ED PEOPLE
i n Washington, D.~., August 6-9
"I like to believe that the people in the long run are going to dp more to promote
peace than our governments. I think the people want peace so much that one of
these days governments had better get out of their way and let them have it."
---President Dwight D . Eisenhower, Aug. 31, 1959
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political situation.
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trial workers, anyone who wishes to symbolically
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Activities of the Four Days
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE
August 6: A demonstration at the White House
will center around the Declaration of Conscience
which has already received over 6,000 signatures; it
declares the signers' complete refusal to assist in
the carrying out of the war in Vietnam and the Dominican Republic. Those of the signers who can come
to Washington will constitute the core of the demon-

stration; non- signers will be welcomed. The Declaration has been sponsored and circulated by the CommitteeforNonviolent Action, War Resisters League,
Student Peace Union and the Catholic Worker. These
groups will therefore have full responsibility for the
conduct of this aspect of the four -day assembly.
There may be nonviolent civil disobedience by some
of the signers.

August 7 and 8 will be the heart of the Assembly of Unrepresented People. They will be devoted to
workshops, probably carried out in the open on the grass surroWlding the Washington Monument.

PROGRAM WORKSHOPS
August 7: The4ssemblywilldivideitselfaccording to the section ()f the protest movement which
claims the greatest attention of each individual.
·
There w1·11 be groupmgs
of commuru·ty p eop le and
staff who have been working at the local level on or.
. · the poor to have a voiCe
· m
. the 1IVes
.
ganizmg
o f th e1r
communities and in the adminis~ration of federal antipoverty funds.
There·will be another grouping of people whose
interest and work center on the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party's attempt to have Congress unseat
the five improperly elected representatives from
their state·
There will still be other groupings to discuss the

recent threats of destructive investigation by the
House Un- American Activities Committee of elements of both the peace and civil rights movements.
We hope that there will al so be present representative groupings from the ranks of organized labor
to discuss labor's attempt to have repealed the socalled "right-to-work law" provisions of the TaftHartley Act.
A special workshop on religion and social action
will be held on the 7th for ministers and lay people .
There will be workshops on Free Universities
and Student Unions.
Additional workshops on other aspects of nonviolent direct action will be scheduled to meet the
interests of those present.

------------------

CONSTITUENCY WORKSHOPS

August 8: Vietnam.
There will be workshops of teachers, members of the academic community, women, professional people, students,
people from local communities, union members and
other "constituency groupings" to plan how they can

August 9 ("Governments had better get out of
their way and let them have it."): Those members
of the Assembly of Unrepresented People in a position to face possible arrest and willing to pledge
themselves to nonviolent behavior during the course of
the demonstration will assemble and walk toward the
Capitol with the intention of convening the Assembly
in the chamber of the House of Representatives and
thus deny that Congress has the right to declare war in
our names. If stopped along the way we will sit down
and declare the Assembly of Unrepresented People
in session. One of the group will rise and begin to
read the Declaration of Peace circulated in the workshops on the 8th. If, as seems likely, the person
reading is arrested before the Declaration is fully

work in the summer and through the year to stop the
war. There will be a large evening meeting.
A Declaration of Peace drawn up by the initiators
of the demonstration will be circulated in the workshops for use on the 9th.
read, another person will rise and continue reading.
The A ssembly will be open to the reading of additional
declarations of peace that individuals or representatives of organizations may bring with them. We hope
that this demonstration will serve as a symbol of the
desire of the people of the world. to express their
opposition to the Vietnam war in a democratic fashion.
To implement this plan, we suggest that one
focus for community organization between now and
August 6 be discussion of what the government should
do in Vietnam. The results of these discussions
could be embodied in declarations of peace which
representatives would bring to Washington. Some
groups, particularly those farthest away from Washington, may want to create assemblies at state capitals and city councils on August 9.

PreparationfortheAssembly will be coordinated at 107 RhodelslandAve., NW, Washington, D.C. Address
correspondence to Eric Weinberger or Bob Parris. Before and after the Assembly related activities will
go on in Washington concerning Vietnam, FDP, 14-B, HUAC and community organization. Volunteers are
urgently needed. We can probably provide free housing.
(A few hundred dollars are needed for office expenses. Checks to Washington Summer Action are requested.)
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