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Saveral of us were in Washington for thebweek. The only reascn
anything is golng on is because of the work you've already done. The
taking of the depositions last winter, the sending of people up there
last Jonuary, the demonatrations here in Jackson in June, and what
you will be deling in Septerber.

A8 things stand now, the challenge WILL be voted on. Some people

in the government would like to avoid voting on this. They seem to

think that the democratic way to handle things is to never let them
be discussed or voted on. There's a possibility the U.S. House of

1 BepresenBatives is so frightened of you that the government will stop
doing business just to avold having to face you.and to protect the [live

F Congressmen from Mississippl. The government may try to close the ses-

sion of the legislature and stop Congress before the vote can come.
The vote on the Missisaippl Challenge iz scheduled for the 2lst day
qt_ggphgmbur. Soms people have rumors that Congress wants to ad journ
the night of the 20th, We don't have to worry. We hava_frlandn; and
anytime they hunr-;ﬁéﬁ Cungr;an 1s getting ready to adjourn - and
_—

Congress can't adjourn just like a meeting does - the Challenge will

1 blhﬂrtgggpad on the floor. So it may ocome the 20th; 1t pay ccme the
19th., I think we can safely say 1t wlll come to & vote between now
and the 2lst of September.

How, we have friendes in Congresa, and those frlends have issued
a Itatum&n%f ﬂggguaun 30 and 40 Congressmen have signed a statement
] saying they will present a matter of spoclal privilege on the floor of
4 the U.5. House of Representatives. The Challenge can come to the /
House in three ways. It could come from the committee, but the chairman
of the committee is from South Carolina and we don't think he's goling

* to-support us. The liberal Democrats on the committee are from Kentucky,

and we don"t think they're going to support us. So we don't expect the
comnittee to vote in our faver., The committee will probably stall and

| 8 not issue a report. The first report could be froo the coumitbes on
elections.

The socond way we could get an issue on the floor i8 have a dischergs
putitiuﬁ:_ We've been running back and forth to Washington and learaing
A
a lot of things about government, because nobody knew mhazuxk this until

we got involved in it, but that's where we're headed now that people

are getting the right to vote., We have to learn what it's all about.
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The second way to get something voted on is for a majjorlty of the
members of the House to take she committee that's hearing
it end insist that the committee BEkiz it to the whole Hnuse:istop the
committee hearings. Well, it takes a lot of votes, and people will

Bometimes gay wWe won't do that, we think thes committee should continue
hearings = when what they really mean is we don't want to vote for you.
This gives them a technical excuse.

The third way something ls presented ls the way that our petition 5

will be presented, And this 1s aa a matter of personal privilege.

[
|
Congressman Fitz Ryan, who's running for mayor of New York City, is |t
going to present this., He will rise in the House, as he did the first |

|

day of Congress, he will rlse on the 2lst and say that he as a Congresse
man has & matter of high personal privilege to present to the Housa,

Ee has to bs recognized, because he will say in eszenss that he doesn't i_
think that some of the gentlemen sitting in the louse wlth him are
gentlemen, and that five, or four, or three - or whatever the declsion i
is at that point - that a certain number of gentlemen in the House are
not dignifying the U,5. House of Representatives because they do not
represent all the people of the state of Misslssippi. And as a matter
of personal privilege to the integrity end kmmmexxmi decency and honesty
of the House, these people should be asked to leave permanently. When
& man says that, thut is a personal attack on a fallow Congressman, and
! in such an important matter it has to be wvoted on.

Well, that's the way it's golng to be presented if the complittee
dosen't do it. And of last week, Congressmen fron Galirnrhia, Indiana,

Mighigan, New York, Winnesota, New Jersoy, Pennasylvania, Wisconsin, Ohle,
&nd Hawail have already sald that when Mr. PFitz Ryan stands they will
stand. There probably will be 40 or 50 people standing, all of theo
shouting at the same time. If Mr. MeCormack doesn't want to recognize
Mr. Pltz Ryan, there will be at leact 50 people saying, Ei.dun‘t like

to sit in the same room with so-and-so. They're not even going to ask
that the five Mississippians be put on tha back row, They're already
sitting in essence on the back row, They're not really on the back row,
but since January they've been sltting there with a Iittle cloud over
their head. It was a little dark cloud called Freedom Papty, and they
ha ven't been fully recognized as Congressmen, Tha-}r*ve.. been allowed to

vote, but they've been geated as tenporary Congresomen., And Misslssippi
1s the only satate in the country that has five temporary Conpgressnen,
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So they've already been kind of at the back of the bus and the back of

Congress, and all we're doing now is kicking them out the back door.
That will be voted., Now, we'll have 30 or 40 Congressmen ready to do
it. We'll need several hundred if we're to win the vote when tae

vote is counted. We had 149 people in January, We'll need about 65
more votes, It's going to be hard to gat those. We huve a lot of
people working with us. Tomorrow and the next day, statements wlll be
released in Washington of groups of people who are supporting us, who
are working for us, The American Cilvil Libertips Union, which is a
lawyers' group, CORE, SNCC are working for us, these people you know.
All of the civil rights groups are working for us, except cne. The
Southern Christlan Leadership Conference is working very strongly for us,
Dr. King is workin:; behind the scenes, trylng to influence Congressmen
to vote for us. These groups are helping raise some money. The
National Couneil of Churches, whose Delta Ministry projects we know so
well in this state, the NCC is one of the strongest groups working in
Washington to win this Challenge for us. As I said, most of the groups
have been involved in the eivil rights fight; most of these groups are
working.

Now, 1%t doesn't matter how many Congressmen work for us and 1t
doesan't matter how many groups of good mpmpe people work for us. We're
up against terrific odds. The Miassissipplans want to hold onto thelir
seats. They're fighting to do soc. They have a lot of power. How do
they do this? It's not because the President likes the segregotionists.
It'a because the Presldent doesn't want too much trouble to upset other
things that he's doing. It's because thae labor undons would like to
pet rid of the Mississipplians, but they don't want to upset things too
much in gowernment., And we represent upsetting things tooxz much.

Let me jJust tell you about one of our dear Mississipplans = Jumls
Whitten. HMr. Whitten is Becond or third in line on the Agriculturas
Committea. He is threatening Congressmen from Kansas, from Iowa, [rom
North Dakota, and telling them i they vote agalnst him and he still
wins, he will reneber it. And if he becomes chalnman of the Agriculturs
Conmittee in two years, which he may do, then he'll see that those
farm states from the midwest get punished., Well, that's the way the
government operateas. We learned that in Atlantic City. But thla means
thagﬁgiuplu from Eansas and Iowa, who ought to support eivil rights,
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and who would be friendly to the Freedom Party, are belng threatened.
And we know what it is to ¥be threatened. There's not one of us
involved in this movement and the Freedom Party who hasn't had to
worry about his life, or his job, or his famlly at some point. And
now what we've done 18 make this open to the whole country and the
Mississipplans are using what they've used here to thresten people
all over the country who won't go along with them. And because they've
J been in Washington so long, they are powerful people.

" We owa it to the whole country to fight thls through. Ths only
:fpu?plu who can win this fight are you, the people in thﬁ_?fé%&um Party,
/ the people of Misslssippi. And every civil rights group in Misalssippl
L must support the Challenge even thought the national ecivil rights group
kl / of one civil rightas organiza¥tion 1s not supporting the Challenge for

political reasons. But the people of Mississippi must be united in

this. It doesn't matter how many Congressmen, how many church groups,
how many lawyers support us. Only if Wwe work will we win. I think we
oan win., I'm very serious. Three weeks from now Wwe can send those

Mississippl Congressmen home. The only way we can deo that is 1f s lot

A ——

of Mississlppl people go to Washington. We'll get a hundred votes,

i| maybe a hundred rifty votes, where we mgre now. We won't et those

extra 50 or 60 votes unless people fxum M¥sstaskypk can prove that

f Mississipplans care. Not that the church in the country is helping

; us, Not that lawyers work for us. But that Mississippl people themselves

care, We HAVE TO 00, The thing has been stalled and delayed. We
thought we would go in July, we thought we would go in August, we thought
we would go last week, we thought we would go next week. Now it looks
like it's going to be the 16th to the 2lst that we'll be in Washinggon.
We HAVE TO BE THERE., We have to ralse money for that in Mississippl.

The Freedom Party can't raise a lot of money, because we're not a2 nationdl

gEroup. Our maln place for raising money is in your loeal town, in your
local county. And ovaryllnaal county should count on eending 25, 30, 35
people to Washington. And you need to be there for three or four days
and that is very hard for people who work. And it's especinlly hard
during the cotton-picking time of the year for people who work on the
farms and it's very hard for people who work in the schools because

schools are just starting. Theres are a lbt of reasons., And the southern-

ers wanted this vote to come late in Septamber becauss they felt we
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couldn't get a8 many people to Washington if they delayed 1t til
Septenber.

I think for every 500 Miassissipplans who go to Washingten, cne
Hilsisniphiunl will leave the U.S. House of Representatives. C(aon we
do that? I really think tkxk if 500 people go amd work und visit
northern Congressmen and work very hard, them 500 of us can put one
of them out of office. If a thousand of us go, maybe we'll unseat
two of them. If 5,000 go, we'll unseat all of them. If 10,000 of us

g0, Mrs, Fannie Lou Hamer will be the new representative from Mississippli
on the Agriculture Commlttee from the Delta.

(side ona of tape ends haere)

(Since the Deacons for Defense and Justice stand reudy to protect
Negroes and take over the functions)of the police, when the crganized
government doesn't protect the citizens, then maybe all the Deacons
have done is to organize an honest police force where there was no
honest police force. The Freedom Party will continue to bring people
like the Deacons, Dr. King, people from SNCC, people from CORE, some-
body from the NAACP. We want people in Mississippi to know what
Negroes are doing a2ll over the United States and to know what white
people are doing who are fighting for freedom., The only way we can
learn ia Af we hear from somebody else. We hope gsonotime the Deacsns
will iavite some of the Freedom Party people down to Bogalusa., Maybe
Wa can tell you how to unseat your Congresspen. Thank you.






