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WEDNESDAYS IN MISSISSIPPI
147 East Blst Street, Apt. 1E
New York, New Ynrk 10028

MEMOCRANDOM August 25, 1965

TO: All WIMS Team Members
FROM: WIKS Staff

RE:+ Aetion Needed After Recent Vinlence in Jacksen

411 of you must be aware, from reports in the national press, radic and TV,
nf the dreadful incident that has occurred in Jackson: the ambush and shooting nf
the Reverend Donald Thompson, minister of the Unitarian Church. On the night of
lugqust 22, Rev. Thompson was returning to his apartment, in the heart nf a substantial
white neighborhood, after delivering a Negro parishioner to his liome, when 3 men in
ear that was circling the parking lot shet at him., They filled him with buckshnat
before fleeing, and he is in serious conditionm at Baptist Hespital.

3ame of you met Rev. Thompson on your visit teo Mississippi this summer or
1ast summer, and were impressed by his fearless devotion to the cause nf civil
rights. Others obtserved the HEAD START project rum at his church.

The Jackson community has been stunned by this incident. Xany of our [riends
have been keeping a vigil with Mrs. Thompson. The mayor has made a public statement
in which he said: "A lawless incident such as this is the personal praklem of every
citizen in Jackson and we need the complete conperation and help of every persen t»
bring the quilty to justice."

AMong with the feeling of shock come continued fear and concern. Just as
ev. Thompson received threatening phone calls hefore being shot, so have nther
leaders in the Jackson community been threatened. There is special concern for
the 12th grade children whose classes will be integrated for the first time this
fall. The authorities in Jackson--the Hayor, the Police, the Board of Education--
have o responsibility to afford qreater protection to all ecitizens of Jackson, es-
pecially these whese stand for eivil rights makes them vulnerable ta vinlence. The
GCovernnr of Nississippi must share this respansibility. All publie officinls must
be encounraged, nnt only ton speak out for law and nrder, but te see tn it that nepded
protection is given beflore more vinlence nccurs.

e urge you to write or wire to express your <oncern tn

WYayar Allen C. Thempson and Governor Paul BE. Johnson
City Hall state Capita)
Jackson, Mississippi Jackson, Nississippi

Superintendent of 3chonls
662 South President Street
Jackson, Mississippi

Tou might alsn want to express your concern and best wishes to:

Mrs, Donald Thompson
Magnolia Towers

0% North State Street
Jackson, Mississippi
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