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~ atatutory cballe~ to tha ... tills ot tba 1118111111~~ CCIJIIl'H_, 1e 
"'* I*"'' 'IC before the Rowse •••• "'•tration C...t ttee. S'bie cllalli'ICO 1e 
bu~ on the deliberate am uaconatitutiOil&l di•!lbwlchi-nt of Auricen 
c1t1- 1n tbe 1964 consreeetollal elecuoruo 1n ll1ee1u1~p1. 1'/e are deterlliJMd 
tbat - u- have the opportunl. t,. to confront tbia "'ri tal iHIIe a..rlJic tbia 
Haeion of Oonc;reu. 

We tl>erefon plan, under tba rulea and preoeilanta ot tha Howse, to ~>rill& 
to tba noor on September 21et a pri"'rileged rooolution dil~bar&iDI tbe a .... e 
Admin11-trat1on Cc.mi ttee tram :!\u"tber ccnai4eration of the cballonge am d ... 
cluin& the contested seats vacont, Wlleoa tba COIIIeittoo l'opo:rto to tho Rowoo 
before then. 

We are oonvinoad that l.lembera of tbo Howse ehoul4 have tho opportunity tc 
vote on tbia ohall"''C" before the oaalicn a4~0\U'DII. fbat 11 olotiZ"}T tha intent 
of Bulen, Section 24 of the RUlea of the HouH, Wbiob et&teea 

!i.'he Oomm1 ttee 9n Howse Adm1nietre.tion ehall mt.11e a t1Ml 
report to the Howle 1n all conteet..t election •-• not 
later tht.n e1x month& fXQD the t1ret ~ or tha firlt 
reaular aeaeion cf tha ~- to Wbiob the <>Ontaatee 
ie elected except 1n a oonteet tr<>m tha Tll'ritor,r of 
Alt.olla, 1n Whic!L caae· the time &hall not exca..t nine 
110ntba. 

'l!ha 111%-montb time l imit eX]>ired on JIJ17 4th, yet tbe •tter hal not yet 
cooo. before t1>e Howoe. 

!!!bare hal been ~at delay. 

In -l,tina with tbe i"tatute aoverilin& tho oball"''C" (Title 2, u.s . o. Boo­
t10n 201 !1.!!!1.•), the conteet&nte obtained over 600 depoaitiona eupportin& 
their caoe. 'l!beae dopoeitiona""""' tUed with the Cl•lil: ot the a ..... OD ~ 11· 
!be Clerk ~eed to print tbe 4epoe1t1one u required b;r tha otatute, than 
reveree4 bio position. It 'OU not until July 29 that tho Olorlt t:ranaaitto4 the 
printed roooN to the Speaker tlbo tben referred tM recoN of tha ohallonc- to 
tha Oa-i ttee on Houle Adm1niatrotion. 

J1ur1nc tbe 4elay in prin.tills the reo oN, the etonteatante tueol. their briote, 
~t to tbe atatute. 'lboee briefs,...., filed on June 28, aDd co~ .. wue 
oorved on that dote on the contooteoo. In apito of tbio teet, tile Olerlt hal 
toDn the poaition that tbe contoeteee' brief cloea not haTe to bo filed untU 
Sop-r lat. 

llaepite tho 4el.q in printiJll, the challe'ICI hal been before the Coo.Utee 
8inoo JIJ17 29th. ~o elate, the Oa-itteo 81>4 ita ~bca-ittee on Bleotiona have 
not eobodulo4 a li'ICl• meotiJll on tbe oball•'ICI. 
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!he facta aupportizli the ch&llonp are cloar. !!'here 18 no aubotenti..., 
reaeon for 1\lrtl\tr dela,y. There 1o no (j\leation that i.n the 1964 Co~~~rtaaionol 
aleotione a substantial _,...btr of .\merloiUI citizens '"'ro denied tho rlcjl.t to 
vote in lliaaieoippi be.....,e of their color. !l'bie ~~~~eonetitutiollal deoial of 
the rlcjl.t to vote haa been acootQpliahed by a deliberate policy of intiJiidation, 
hAra.aament, and terror, and even murder. 

lliooioaipp11a , deliberate policy of diaonfrllliCbiaeaBDt haa been ovorwbe~ 
1n8l)- dOCUIIIented. :rho United States Department of Junico hao law.W.te in no 
le .. than )0 of the 82 IJUeiea1pp1 countiee. The Civil Ricjl.ta ea.naaion haa 
iaauod reports conoorniag the terror taotiea u.od to atop Hegrooe from Yotin& 
in lliJ;.aaiaeippi. 'rl>ere have been at lO&Bt five murd&ro oinco 1961 clirect4' con­
nected 'Ill. th "tile effort to register !Jegrooe. ln fact, ju.t tbia. 1feek a einiater 
wae cri tical:cy wounded becauoo of bio inYol"""""nt wt:th voter ...,g1otration. ln 
addition, the thoua&nds of pages of depooi tiona :tiled in wpport ot tho chal­
lenp conetitute- a vivid record ot the alma•~ unbelievable brutality perpetr-ated 
o,p;tnat llosroea who try to exercise their basic ccmeti tutionol right to vote. 
llaver batore baa any ieeua bean eo tlloroU&'UY documented prior to a<ltion by the 
Houae. 

fie current challenps, moreover, do not preaent new and untested queationa 
t .o the Bouae. they are thore\.\ShlY supported by a 1on& line of precedents. In 
over 40 eleotion contest• in th& paot, tho HouGe has set &eide election reaulto 
where llegro citiaene ware excluded f:l'Qm tl>& polle. 

T~ challenp invol,vee JIOre thllll th& illlaecliate question of unaeatinl! the 
llieaioalppi Co~~~rte..,..,. It io a testament of courage a:ad a deolaratiOl1 of 
determination on the part of~ Negro eitizena . By bring1ng tbia challenge 
thef &ffil'm their belief that uJ.tillate4', threu&h tho orde:r:cy proceaa of law, 
the United States Constitution Will be u.pheld. The ....,bore ot the HOU4e llllet 
be g1v.n the -opportuoiq to prove that they are rlcjl.t. 

On the oponizli da.r of Conarees 1 149 IJOJDbere of the Houae voted ~ &d­
l!linietoring the ot.th to the Uiaaiaaippi Congraaaional deloption. l'lhat hal> 
oinca been revealed on:cy confirms the jlldpent that llieaios1pp1 hao trulj)].ed 
upon the United States Constitution b;y den,ying .\merle"" citit:eila the rlcjl.t to 
vote. 

Ve oennot condone the olootion ot United States Representativea wbo gained 
their seats thro\J41h an unconeti tutional election. 'fhore are thoao Wbo riJI~ 
their lives to present tbie oballence to the Hou.o 1n order that we D01 exer­
c:iee our eolemn obl.igat:Lon to -the Consti.tu:t1.on o~ the On1:te4 Stat"eo . On Septem­
ber 21 we are determined that the e......, 'lll.U have that opportl;n.ity. 

**** 



RYAll STATEIJEilT 

Tile tollo"Wina lleQbera of Oonareao have qreed to support the reoolutiOII ot 
Septeabor 21st d1aohar81ng tbo House Administration Committee from fUrther con­
oi.der&tiOD or the tfi.oeieeipp1 Oballenge and deolerina the contuted seats 
vacuta 

l'!lillip Burton 
John Brad..,.. 
Georse 111. BroWn, Jr. 
Jettery Cobelan 
lolm Coeyera, Jr. 
Xen IV. D7aJ. 
Emlio Q. D811d.llrio 
Obules ~iggJO, Jr. 
JohD G. Dow 
E. Donlon Ed•ords 
Leonard .lhu'bstein 
Do.no.ld u. J!tas~ 
Jacob H. Gilbert 
Seymour llalpBrll 
Al.lgwotue P. Rawk1nt1 
Charlea S. Joel•on 
Poul ICX-ebe 
J oe0ph G. lltilieh 
Patey t. llilol< 
Robert 11.0. llix 
Adaol Cle,rtoll Powell 
John A. Race 
Ogden R. Re1a 
Joseph 't. llaoniok 
James Rooaevelt 
Benjllllin S. Rosenthal 
171111• F, Ryan 
JUieo 11. Scheuer 
Charles A. 'Vonik 
\'Ieaton E. Vivian 
Lester C. >~oltf 

Calitomia 
Indiena 
Calitornia 
Ce.lifornia 
lU.ohigan 
California 
Comuoctiaut 
lol.iohigan 
New '!ork 
Cal1forn1a 
New '!ork 
tfinneeota 
'llew York 
llew York 
California 
Hew Jersey 
Hew Jeraey 
!lew J eraey 
Rawail. 
Pemaylven:l:a 
Mew York 
Wiaco·nain 
New York 
!lew York 
Calitorri:la 
l!ew York 
Jrew York 
ltew York 
Ohio 
Uiohigan 
llow York 

Dietrict 

5th 
3rd 
29th 
7th 
let 
}Jra 
1a.t 
13$11 
27th 
9th 
19th 
5th 
22nd 
6th 
2lot 
8th 
12th 
llth 
At Large 
2nd 
l.Sth 
6th 
26th 
28th 
26th 
Btll 
19th 
2lot 
2lot 
2nd. 
3rd 




