August 20, 1965
Hgyneville, Alabama
(Lewndes Ceounty)

(FR ST REPORT ON SHCOTING FROM LCWNDES COUNTY)

Jene .
Willie Vaughn, Ruby Sgles, Rev. Daniels and Richard Merrisree were
released today. They had been arrested last week in Fert Depesit, Instead
ef returning te Selma, they went inte a Cash store, white ewned, on Hwy. 97,
As they walked inte the stere, a man Vaughn thinks was the owner, shet Jehn
in the stemach with a shetgun. Joehn was in frent ef the four peeple. He
was knecked back about seven feet through the deor., Vaughn ran, The man
shet at him, but he was able te get away. He thinks that Jehn is dead.

Richard was lying en the street relling over., Can't find Rubye Feels that
she has definitely been shet alse.

(LATER REPORT)

The sheeting was done by a Mr, Celeman eof Haynesville, Alabama. He is
suppesedly the owner of the cash stere,

His sister is the Supt. ef Scheols in Lewndes Ceunty and he has a sen whe
is a highway patrelman.

August 21, 1965

Telephene number of the Baptist Hespital is 205-288-2100 in Mentgomery, Ala,
I called at 8:30 this merning and speke te Nurse Harbin, She said his cen-
ditien (Rev, Morrisree) is critical, Teld te call back in an heur and she

would be able te give more infermetien since she just came en duty and dees nEV
knew anymere at the present time,
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Tem Celeman has been charged with murder, He is 52 years eof age.

Beth victims were white and wne was a2 cathelic priest,

Jenathan M. Daniels frem Keen, New Hampshire (earlier

Rev, Réchard Merrisrew/prlest/ weunded by buckshet frem shetgun/critical

Cerlteon L. Perdew: (County Seliciter)

"Tem Celeman has admitted the murder but has signed ne cenfessien. We are
net geing te pre-try this men. We have our stemachs full eof what the pre-
sident tried te de te the three men accused of killing Mrs. Liuzze."

(M} squete abeve)

Cerrectien from UPI: QO_\_\.‘JN_\\_ L, _ p%ﬂ.k‘_gh_ (M\ S.,\_:',c_;-\-&t\_)

"Cceleman has admitted the murder but has signed ne‘'cenfessien., We are

net geing te pre-try this man., We have eour stemachs full ef hew: the
president tried to pre-try these ether three men,"
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August 20, 1965
Hayneville, Algbama

Tom Coleman admitted the sheeting and pless self-defense, He states that
Rev, Jedan Daniels had a knife,
Jevaton, §,
5:00 a.,m, report:
Rev, Richard Merrisree has new heen in surgery fer gbout six heurs.

First degree murder charpges were efficially filed by authorities against
Deputy Sheriff Celeman late Friday evening. Celeman says he was acting
in his efficial capacity.

A stery appeared in the Montromery Advertiser teday (August 21):
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written by Beb TRAgram and Ralph Holmes.,

Hayneville, Alabama -~ A civil rights werker was shet te d sath here Friday
afterneen and another critically weunded, as they plcketed a store in this
racially tense toewn.e...

Levnes County Sheriff,,....Ryals sald that Celeman, assistant deputy
sheriff, had gene to the stere, which was being picketed after the sheriffig
effice had received a complaint thet the plckets were disturbing the peace.

"He was acting 4n an efficial capacity as a peace efficer" sheriff Ryals
sald,

The twe ministers and weveral Negroes had been released from Lewndes County
Jall here only a few hours befere the sheeting,

:)_‘nui\w&-u D .
Danlels, alias/fJeks Daniels and Merrisrew, alias Richard Merrissen, had
been arrested in Fert Depesit last Saturday aleng with a greup ef Negrees
during s racial demenstratien.

The twe men had refused te pest the bend ef $#100 set in their cases, but
Friday neen, efficlals in Fert Depesit netified the sherrif's effice in
Hayneville te release the men,

The ministers snd Negroes were released abeut 1:00 p,m. snd the fatal sheot-
ing occured at appreximately 3:40 p.m,

Lewndes County efficials said they ceuld net explain why the twe ministerg
were using aliases,
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HAYNEVILLE, ALA. - August 20, 1965 - Tem Celeman, 52, &
sheriff shot and killed Jenathan Daniels and critically wounded Rev. Merrisree
en a murder charg
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beth white, Celeman was being held Sgturday/feor the slaying of Dsniels,es-e
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he is still in critiesl cenditien, Decters eperated en him feor mere than five
heurs in an attempt to save his life,

On August 1L, 27 peeple were arrested en charges of @isturbing the

ds

peace snd perading witheut a permit as they picketed white-ewned stores in
Fort Depoesit. They had been held in jail under $100 bond fer a week and were
suddenly teld,-en the afternecen ef August 20th- by the jailer te get out. They

still hed not pested bend.,
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They walk out of the Haynewille ceurthouse together and as ne

LAY they were geing te be released, there was no one
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e¢ne hed been netifd
present te carry them hem, All but six decided to walk home, These six
included Willie Vaugh, Rev, Richard Merrisrce, Rub
Bleria Larry and Jeyce Bgiley.

They decided te step at & small stere about 500 yards from the

purchase feed. Ne¢ one felt any threat eof
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at this stere on previous occasiens.

KEL/¥P€¥fAs they entered the stere, a white man with a shetgun in
his hsnd cursed them and Geld them te get out of h
© leave he began te sheot, Ruby Sales was in front and she was
pushed te the ground by HfFf/ Deniels, He was shot in the stomach and died

immedistely. Joyce Beiley wss pushed dewn by Rev. Merrisree just before he

When everything guieted dewn, Ruby called "Jehn" but there was ne
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answer, Ruby says "I trie push him eut ef the deerway but he was too

heavye"




Joyce and Gleris began to ask if everyeone was eo.k. but ne answer

,""

from Daniels er Rev, Merrisroe., Pgnic stricken they began te run,

A friend of Jeyce Bailey's drove by the courthouse te see if anyene
had been released. They got inte his car and he drove them to the Student
Nonvielent Ceordinating @ff{/€/Cemmittee Office in Selma,

A meb of lecal white peeple gathered outside of the office at 2:00
s.m. this merning, but the civil rights werkers were able to make it te their
cars and leave witheut incident.

Stekeley C_rmichael, Lownes County pre ject directer, says'"peeple
are very tense in Hayneville and Selma,"

Jonathan Da; iels, 27 year old seminarian at the Episcepal Theelegical
Seminary in Cambridge, Mass, was in Alabama werking with the EAY£ Episcepal
Seciety fer Dultural and R,cial Unity which has its headquarters in Atlanta,
He had completed twe years of study In the three-year course toward a bacheler
of divinity degree,

Father

Hé¥/{ Vorrisree, 26, assistant paster at St. Celumbanus church in
Chicage. ¥f£ had ceme to Alabama to help in the civil rights struggle.

Tem Celeman often werks as a part-time deputy sheriff, He is the
father of twa children, ene of them Tem Celemen Jr., is a state patrelman,

is bregher,
Ajg/ﬁxﬁﬁf/ﬁﬂﬁ/ Jee L. Coleman, is chatrman of the M _nfigomery city water werks.
and sister, Helda Celeman is superintendent of Lewndes County Scheols,

Hgynesville is the county seat of Lewndesand is L0 miles southeast
of Selma,

Mrs. Liuzze, a white civil rights worker was kill d nesr here last
march,

Carlten L. Perdue, ceunty seliciter says "tem Coleman has admitted
the sheeting but has signed ne cenfessien. We are not going to pre-try this

man., We have bur stomachs full ef hew the president tried te pre-try these
ether three men,"

The four witnesses have gene inte hiding because they fear for

thelir lives,
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Detailed repert en Lewndes County killing:

AUGUST 20, 1965
HAYNEVILLE, ALARAMA

On August 14, 1965, ene week age, 27 people whe were picketing steres in
Fert Depesit were arrested on charges of disturbing e peace and parading
witheut & permit, This afterneen, August 20, theyAteld suddenly by the

persen in charge of the jail te get eut, se they left,

They walked eut ef the Haynesville Ceurtheuse tegether, Ne one had been
netified that they were te be released, therefere, ne cars were there teo
carry them heme., All but six decided te walk heme, These six which included
Willie Vaugh, Rev. Richard Merrisree, Ruby Sales, Jehn Daniels, Joyce Balley
frem Fort Depesit, Gleria Larry from Califernia, stepped st a stere sbout

500 ysrds frem the county jail te purchase food. They felt there was ne
threat of danger, having traded at this stere en previeus eccasiens.

As the small group appreached the stere, a white man assumed te be the pro-
prieter met them at the deer with a twe barrel shotgun undem-kis-a®m in his
hands and sheuted "get off my preperty you geddamn bastards., Before they
ceuld turn areund to ge eut the deer he began te sheot, Ruby Sales was in
frent und was pushed to the ground by who she thinks was Jehn Daniels, He
was shet in the stemach. Another girl Jpyce Bailey was alse pushed te the
ground by Richard Merrisree of Chicage. When everything quieted dewn, Ruby
called Jehn but received ne answer., She then tried te push him out ef the
doerway, but was unable te de se, Jeyce Balley and Gleria Larry frem Calif,
began te abBk whether peepls were o.k., but receiving ne answer frem Richard
end Jehn they began te push Ruby Sales awsy frem the deerway., They managed
te het her en her feet and panic stricken, all three ran, Willie Vaughn
ran 'when the shoeting first began,

The beyfriend of Jeyce Bailey dreve by the courthouse to see if they had
been released and he-feék-them te Selma SNCC eoffice., As they dreve past
the Cash Stere en Hwy. 97, they ceuld see the man with the shetgun under
his arm, standing in-$ke over the twe bedies.

Rev, Merrisree was taken te the Baptist Hespital in Mentgomery. At 5:00
2.m, this merning he was still in surgery. He was shet in the stomaclk is
in critical cenditien.

Rev. John Daniels im in Mentgemery at the White Chapel Funeral Heme(white)
and SNCC werkers in Selma are trying te centsct his clesest kin se that
he can be meved te the Miller Funeral heme in Selma,

o
Rev. Daniels wasAsecend yesr seminary student at an eplscepal seminary in
Cambridge, Mass,



August 20, 1965
Statement by Jehn Lewis, Chairman eof
the Student Nenvielent Ceerdinating Cemmittee

Fred Lee Themas is dead in Misslssippi., Jehn Dgniels 1s dead in Alabama,
The ink was barely dry on the latest civil rights law, when these twe were
added te the lengthening list ef murders cemmitted by seuthern racist. Of
what use is it te guarantee a man the right te vete, when there is ne
guarantee that he wi 11 not be murdered befere he can get te the ceurtheuse,

These last twe murders enly emphasize the questiens that asre daily grewing
in the minds of Negrees all ever America. What is the use of a Gevernment
which guarantees the 1Invelability ef human 1life er de we net? From the
peint ef view of the Seuthern Negre, the answer en the faects, must be,.Ne,
Fer there have eccured at lesst 11 murders In the past three yesrs in Ala.
racial

alene, And there are ten murderers geinpg free teday because of pelice whe
wouldn't cenviet them,

President Jehnsen has speken eften eleguently ef his coencern fer the rights
of Negrees. Hewever, words, ne matter hew elequent, er eoften speken, will
net deter the murdereus racist ef the Seuth., President Jehnsen teek eccaslen
enly a few days age te remind American Negrees "terrer and vielence" would
not bring them freedem. But American Negrees knew only tee well that

terrer and vielence are the means Wy which they have been kept the sub jects
of the whites of the Seuth,

If President Jehnsen belleves, as he said In his stetement to Les Angeles
in "the essential right of every citizen te he secure in...the streets eof
his tewn," he must see te it that the legal machinery of the U.S.Gevernment
find the killers ef Fred Lee Themas and Jehn Dsniels, arrest them, charge
them, try them, cenvict them and punish them,

If we are te have law and erder, we are blassed,

If we are net te have law snd order, then se be it,




