
August 20, 1965 
Hgyneville, Alabama 
(Lowndes C unty) 

{ FJR ST REPORT ON SHOOTING FRO'I"' LOWNDES CCU rTY) 
.:36't-<.>i:t~ I'll. • 

Willie Vaughn, Ruby Sgles, Rev. ~ Daniel~and Richard ~ orrisroe were 
released today. They hgd been arrested last week in Fort Deposit. InsteaCI 
of returning to Selma, they went int a Cgsh store, white owned, on Hwy. 97. 
As they walked into the st•re, a man Vaughn thinks was the owner, shot John 
in the stomach w1th a shotgun. John was in front of the four pe ple. He 
was kn eke back about seven feet through the d or. Vaughn ran. The man 
shot at him, but he was gble to get away. He thinks that John is dea•. 
Richard was lying on the street rolling over. Can't find Ruby. Feels that 
she has definitely been sh t alse. 

(LA. TER REPORT) 

The sh oting was done by a Mr. C leman of Haynesville, Alabama. He is 
supposedly the owner of the cash st re. 

His sister is the Supt. f Schools in L wndes County an he hgs a s n whe 
is a highway patrolman. 

August 21, 1965 
Telephone number of the Baptist Hospital is 205-288-2100 in Montgomery, Ala. 
I called at 8:30 this morning and spoke t Nurse Harbin. She said his con­
citign (Rev. Morrisroe) is critical. T ld to call back in an hour and she 
would be able to give more informati n since she just came on duty and dees~~ 
knew anymore at the present time. 

T m C leman has been c barged with mur er. He is 52 ye rs of age. 

Both victims were white and wne was ~ cath lie priest. 

Jonathan M. Daniels from Keen, New Hampshire (earlier 

Rev. Richard Morrisrew/prlest/ w unded by buckshot from shotgun/critical 

Carlton L. Perdew: (County Solicitor) 
"Tom· C leman has admitted the mur er but has signed n confessi n. We are 

n t g ine to pre-try this man. ~e have our stomachs full of what the pre­
sident trie te d t the three men accused of killing irs. Liuzze." 
(Misqu te ab ve) 

C rrecti n from UPI: C:OJ....~ L. QeJ\..L_ Cc...--v-:~ Sa\..:::.~~) 
"C leman has admitted the murder but has signed no confession. ve are 
net going to pre-try this man. We have ur stomachs full of h w the 
presi•ent tried to pre-try those ther three men." 



August 20 , 1965 
Hayneville , labama 

~ m Coleman admitted the sh tine an pleas self -defe~se . He states that 
R v . niels h a lrnife . 

:;)'~ . 
5 : 00a . m. report : 
Rev . R"c ar lorr1sr e has now b en in surgery f r about six hours . 

F rst eeree mur r charges were officially file by authoriti s aea'~st 
Deputy Sheriff Coleman lRte Fri ay evening . Coleman says he was act~ng 

n his ff c1 1 c pac ty . 

today (Au~ust 21) : 

Hayneville , . labama - A ci.vll rights vork r was sh t t death here l<'ri ay 
aft rn n an another critically w unded , as they pic~ete a store in this 
racially tense t wn •••• 

L \.nes County Sheriff •••••• Ryals sai that Coleman , assistant d puty 
sheriff , ha g ne to the store , which was being pickete after the sheriff ' s 
ff ce h receive a complaint th t the pickets w re isturbing the ~ace . 

"H was acting in an f ficial capacity as a peace fficer" sh riff Ryals 
sai • 

The tw ministers and ev ral ~egroes ha been rel sed from Lcwnj es County 
jail here only a few hours bef re the sho ting. 

\J. 
Daniels , al_asf Daniels and orrisr w, alias Richar .orrisson , ha 
been arreste in Fort Dep slt last Satur ay al nc ~tith a ~ up of N gr es 
ur ne racial onstrati n . 

The tw men ba refuse t post th b ~ f 100 set in their cases, but 
Fr ay n n , officials n F rt eposit notifie the sher rif' s ffic in 
Hayneville t release the men . 

The min sters nd fegr s ere relea s ed ab ut 1 : 00 p . m. s;md the f tal shoot­
ne ccure at appr xim t ly 3: 40 p . m. 

L ndes C unty ff1cials s i they c uld n t xplgin why the tw ministers 
.ere using aliases . 

- .30 -



T: G CO .ITTEE 

F I R 
Aucust 21, 1965 

a~YNEVIL~ , LA . - ugust 20 , 1965 - T m C lem n, 52, a part-time deputy 

sheriff sh t an kille J nathan ~ani ls d c ' tically · · n e Rev . · rrisroe , 
n a murder char£ 

th hit • C leman s be:ng h 1 Satur ay/f r th slaying of D&ni ls . ~-

R v . Dr's e t the B ptist H spital in ontgom ry •here 

h s still n critic 1 c n iti n . D ct rs er te n him for m r than f v 

b urs n an attem t t sgve his lif • 

On u ust 14, 27 ple er rreste n char s f .isturbing the 

p ace n · ra g ith tap" it as the picketed bite- ·ne· stor s in 

rt ~P s t . h ha b~en h 1 in ail n r 100 bond for eek n re 

nly t 1 , - n t ftern n f st 20th- by the jailer t r,et ut . They 

still a n ste b nd . 

The alke · t f th Hayn v ille courthouse t g tb r and as n 

n t f' they ere g ing t e releas d , there as n e 

r nt arr t e!Il. h • 11 ut six ec e t alk h m • hese six 

incl e i li V gh , R v . Richar . rrisr , Ruby ~1 s, Jonlilthan ni ls, 

al ria L r n yce Bail y . 

_ ey eci e t t p at s 11 st re about ~00 y r s fro the 

r se t urc • ne f 1 t any t at n er, h2ving r e~ 

t r n v cc si ns . 

nt r · th s r , a ite n it a s t n n 

n r n 1 t ut f his st re . ef re t ey c 

1 t. R as r n an s 

r b He s n h ie 

at 1 • yc il Re • · rris s 

• 

h n i , R c 1 .. t re s 

n r . y s ri s e 

• 



Joyce and Gl ria began to ask if everyone w s o.k. but no answer 

Daniels or Rev. •1orrisroe. Panic stricken they began to run. 

A friend of J yce Bailey's drove by the courthouse to see if nyone 

ha been released. They got into his car and he drove them to the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating ¢/lt¢~/Committee Office in Selma. 

A mob of loc~l white people gathered outside of the office at 2:00 

a.m. this morning, but the civil rights workers were able to make it to their 

cars and leave without incident. 

Stokeley C rmichael, Lownes County project director, says"people ., 
are very tense in H&yneville and Selma." 

Jonathan D~ iels, 27 ye&r old seminarian at the Episcopal Theological 

Seminary in Cambridge, M&ss. was in Alabama working with the t~ft Episcopal 

Society for Oultural and R cial Unity which has its headquarters in Atlanta. 

He had completed two years of stu y tn the three-year course tow rd a bachel r 

f divinity degre~. 
Father 

~~~~ Morrisroe, 26, assistant past rat St. Celumb&nus church in 

Chicage. ~~ft had c me to Alab rna to help in the civil rights strugele. 

Tom Coleman often works as a part-time deputy sheriff. He is the 

father of tw children, one of them Tom Colem&n Jr., is a state patrolman. 
His bro~her, 

~~~/pt~fti!~~pj J e L. Coleman, is chatrman of the M~n~gomery city water works. 

and sister, Holda Celeman is superintendent of L wndes County Schools. 

Heynesville is the ccunty seat of L wndesand is 40 miles southeast 

of Selma. 

Mrs. Liuzz , a white civil rights worker was kil~ d ne&r here last 

marc h. 

Carlt n L. Perdue , county solicitor says ''tom Coleman h&s admitted 

the shooting but has signed no confession. 1fe are not going to pre-try this 

man. We have aur stom cbs full of how the president tried to pre-try those 

ther three men." 

The four witnesses have g ne into hiding because they fear for 

lives. 

-40-



Detaile 

A .. GUST 20, 1965 
HAYNE;viLL:b:, ALABAMA 

county killing: 

On August 14, 1965, one week ago, 27 people who were picketing st 
Fort Deposit were arrested on charges of aisturbing.!he peace and 
with ut a permit. This afterno•n, August 20, theyAtald suddenly 

person in charge f the jail to get out, so they left. 

res in 
parading 
by the 

They walke ut f the Haynesville Courthouse tegether. No one ha been 
n tified that they were to be released, therefore, no c9rs were there tc 
carry them home. All but six decided t walk h me. These six which included 
~illie Vaugh, Rev. Richard 1orrisr e, Ruby Sales, J hn Daniels, Joyce Bailey 
from Fort Deposit, Glorta Larry from California, stoppe at a store about 
500 yards from the county jail to purchase food. They felt there was no 
threat of danger, having traded t this st re on previous occasions. 

As the small group approached the store, a white m n assumed to be the pro­
priet r met them at the d er with a tw barrel shotgun ~R-8P-R~e-a¥ in his 
han s and sh ute "get off my pr perty you g dclamn bastards. Before they 
c uld turn arounli to g out the do r he began to sheot. Ruby Sales was in 
front Qn was pushed to the groun by who she thinks was John Daniels. He 
was shot in the stomach. Another girl J 0 yce Bailey was also pushe to the 
ground by Richar Morrisr e of Chicage. When everything quieted d wn, Ruby 
calle John but received n answer. She then tried to push him out of the 
d rway, but was unable t do s • Joyce Bailey and Glerta Larry from Calif. 
began to ask whether people were o.k. but receiving no answer from Richard 
and J hn they began t push Ruby Sales away from the d rway. They manageli 
to bet her on her feet and panic stricken, 11 three ran. Willie Vaughn 
ran-lwhen the shooting first began. 

The boyfriend of Joyce Bailey drove by the courthouse to see if they had 
been releaseli and be t••k' them te Selma SNCC office. As they drove past 
the Cash st re n Hwy. 97, they c uld see the man with the shotgun under 
his arm, standing ~a-~ over the tw b dies. 

Rev. Morrisroe was taken to the Baptist Hospital in Montgomery. At 5:00 
a.m. this morning he was still in surgery. He was shot in the stomacll is 
in critical conditi n. 

Rev. ~T hn Daniels ia in .[on tgomery at the Vi hi te Chapel Funeral Home (white) 
ana SNCC workers in Selma are trying to contact his cl sest kin se th t 
he can be m ve to the diller Funeral home in Selma. 

a. 
Rev. Daniels was~sec nd yeQr seminary student at an episcepal seminary in 
Cambridge, Mass. 



August 20 , 196.5 
St~tem nt by John Lewis, Chairman of 
the Student N nvi lent C r in ting c mmittee 

Fre tee Th mas is dea in ~ississippi . J hn Daniels is ea in Alabama . 
The ink w s barely dry on the latest civil rights law, when these tw were 
adde t the lengthening list of mur ers c m'll tted by s uthern rscist . Of 
what use is it to guarantee a man the rirht to v te, when there is no 
guarant e that he ~ 11 not be murdere before he c n get to th courth use . 

These last two murders only eMphasize the qu stions that are aily grow n~ 
in the mind of Negroes all over Am~rica . Y,hat is the use f a G vernment 
which guarantees the inv lability of human life or o we not? From the 
p int f view of the S uth rn ~ee;ro, the answer on the facts, must be •• N • 
F r there have ccure t least 11 mur ers in the past three years in la . 

racial 
al n • And there are ten murderers g ing free today because of p lice wh 
w ul n't conv:ct them. 

Presi ent J hnson has sp ken often eloquently of his concern for the rights 
f egroes . Hewever, w rds, n matter how eloquent, or often sp ken, will 

not eter the mur er us racist of the S uth . Presi ent J hns n t k ccasi n 
nly a few ays ag t remind American Negroes "terror and vi l en ce" would 
not bring them freed m. But ~~erican fegr es kn w only to wel th t 

terr ran vi lence Qre the means by l!ch thy have been kept the subjects 
f the whites of the S uth. 

If Pr sident Jehnson believes, as he said in his stPtement to Los Angeles 
in "the essential right of every citizen to be s cur ·n ••• the streets f 
hl s t wn , " he must see t it that the leg 1 machinery of the U. S. IJ vet•nrtent 
find the killers f Fr Lee Thomas and J hn ryaniels, arrest them, ch rge 
them, try the~, c nvict them and punish them. 

If e are to h ve law an rder , we are blesse • 

If e ar not t have law snd or er, th n so be it . 


