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In Reply, Pt- Refer 10 

Fils No. 

r .. 
\:., .... 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Savannah, Georgia 
August 14, 1965 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATIONS 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
AUGUST 12, 1965 

On August 12, 1965, Sheriff .G. C. Forrester, Allendale , 
County, Allendale, South carolina, advised that demonstrators 
at the Allendale Countl· Courthouse continued their sit-in 
throughout the night of August 11-12, 1965, but the demonstrators 
dwindled to five by 6:30 AM, August 12, 1965, when they departed; 
ending the demonstration. There were no ·incidents and no arrests. 
The Negro leaders have announced that they have an 8:00 PM, 
August 12, meeting scheduled at the Simpson Methodist Chur·ch, 
Allendale, South Carolina. 

At 9:15PM, August 12, 1965, 73 demonstrators carrying 
"Freedom" placards led by Lewis White, Sycamore, South carolina, 
and Adrian Dove, SCOPE worker, Los Angeles, California, marched 
from the Simpson Methodist Church, Allendale, South Carolina, to 
the Allendale County Courthouse. The demonstrators marched 

·· around the courthouse twice, heard a short speech by Dove, and 
returned to the church at 10:20 PM. The crowd dispersed from 
the church at 10:35 PM. · There were no incideats and no arrests. 

On August 12, 1965~COPE worker, advised that 
the next meeting and demonst~duled for 7:00 PM · 
Saturday night, August 14, 196~stated that there might 
possibly be a spontaneous meeti~emonstration on August 
13, 1965. Jb~~ 

This document contains neither re<lommenda.t.ion.\.1 
nor cone lu::. ions ~d t.he FBI. . It. is t.he 
prooer~v of ~he rsr and ia loaned to your 
age~cy;~it. and its contents are not to DO 
distributed outside your agenoy •. 

I S7·6 f7- I t:J 
~a~M~~--------
Serialized,_.Z"----
lndexed....,...-.,..----
F;led )\2' 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Pletue Refer 10 

File No, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Savannah, Georgia 
August 17, 1965 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATION 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
AUGUST 14, 1965 

On August 14, 1965, Chief J. P. Strom, South Carolina 
Law Enforcement Division, advised that Negroes and white civil 
rights workers held a meeting in Simpson Methodist Church, 
Allendale, South Carolina, from 7:00p.m., to 10:20 p.m., 
August 14, 1965. Willie Bolden, who stated he represented 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and th~t 
he had arrived in Allendale, South Carolina, from Americus, 
Georgia, on the afternoon of August 14, 1965, was principal 
speaker. Bolden made personal attack on Sheriff G. C. 
Forrester, State Senator A. P. Williams, and the press. He 
said Negroes elected President Johnson, that they put him on 
a ranch in Texas, and if he did not wise up soon, they would 
put him back on his ranch in Texas to stay. James Lee Herman, 
white civil rights worker from East Detroit, Michigan, made 
fiery speech in which he ~tated the freedom light was lit in 
Allendale, South Carolina, on August 2, 1965 when 37 demonstrator6, 
including Herman were arrested; that the light has dimmed 
since th~ but it would blaze again on Monday, August 16, 
1965. 

Bohlen'said he originally planned a march on the 
night of August 14, 1965, but he changed his mind when he 
saw so many drunk Negroes on Flat Street, Allendale, South 
Carolina, a few blocks from the church. 

d - Dureau This document contains neither recommendations 
2 - Atlanta nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 

INTC Group, , of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
SV, Ga. its contents are not to be distributed outside 
G-2, Ft. your agency. 
McPerson,Ga. 
OSI, Langley AFB, Va. 

-- DIO, 6th ND, Charleston, S .. C. 
} -- U. S. Secret Service, Columbia, S. C. 
0 .-· _ Sll•!annah (l __ -:-_ 44.:::14~ , , 

JJ:-1~- : ("~-~?~(SCOPE) 
· ~- - 157-tll2) (RACIAL 

WHG/dkm 
( i.h ) 

SITUATION, ALLENDALE, S. C.) 
/ :· -:---' / ~j ~) 



VOTER REGISTRATION DE.MON~-Tl'Cc\1'ION 
ALLENDALEP SOUTH CAROLINA 
1\EGUST' 14_~_l_~~E__ --·---- ·····--·-- ···~-~-

\ 

Chief Strom said that he knows that local Negroes 
led by Rev. Julius J. Fields opposed the march and he 
believes the real reason the march was called off on 
August 14, 1965. was that Bolden could not muster aR much 
enthusiasm as he expected. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

S;-. va nnah, Gt>(.,rgia 
August 1M 1 1965 

VOTER REGISTRATION DE\IONSTRATTONS 
ALJ,f'NDA LE, SOUTH CAROJ.l NA 
AUGUST 16, l!fG5 

- ···- --· -----··- -·-- -----------
On Au~ust 16, 1965, Cbi<.:·i J.P. Strom~ So\lth C:rolin~ 

L~w Enfcrtf;"mrmt IHvi~ion {SCLED), a.dvi5ed that at lO:::~o AM, 
August 16, 1~65, , ... i .··:tP.i';l SP.gt·c) ('· '~ ;:~nd whit(' civil right!='. •ill·orknr:-; 
proceed~d from the Sitnp!.-'nn Mt>thodist Church, Allendale, S C. 
to tlw Allt~nd<•. lt.- Cotmty Court Hon.-:;e in priv~te cars. Sultllnt .· 

bnl)~~ommunit Organization ~<.nd Pnlitic,;l Edttcntion (SCOPE) worke1·, 
(~ Albany, N(~• York, led this group into the A1lendalP 

O\ln y .ourt House nnd they commenced a 8i t-in demonstrn tion 

b 

in the corridor on thf~ SC'cond floor in front of the Votex· 
Registration Office. Other demonstrators numbering ten to 
tw~nty-four, carrying freedom placards, formed a picket line 
and marched uround in a circle in front of the courthouse. 
At 1: 3(1 PM, tld rtP.en dl!>monstra tors were inside thP courthouse 
and ten picket~ W£>re rna rt!hi ng in front of the courthouse. Chi ~f 
Strom s:u.id the sit--ir. ch'monstr11.tors stn.tcrl they would contintlt:> 
the :-;it-in demon~tr.'ltior. until tlw voter registration book.s an: 

At 5:00 PM, tht> "it-in demf1nstrRtors would be :tskt>d to 
.ed. 

At 5:00 PM, 31] sit-in dernonstr~tors voluntarily left 
th" Allendale County Court Ho~tse. At 5:31 PM, all picket5 
departed. There wer'~ no i nci dents .and no arrests. 

This docttment contAins neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the•FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents nre not to be di~tributed outside 
your agency. 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File i\'o. 

U~ITED STATES DEPART~IE~T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL Bt.;REAL OF INVESTIGATION 

Sava~~ah, Ceo~gia 
Aug-·uE>t 2.3, 1965 

VO'TrR r.::::c:.: ~ ·tRA '::'}[O;s· DI:'M'O~S'l'RATIONS 
ALLltNDA:u:;, sc:~t.:."'rl C.AROLL'iA 

AUGUS:~ .L?.J .. ~2~~-------

On August 19, 1965, Ch~ef J, P. St~cm~ South Carolina 
Law Enfcr·{:em•:.nt Division, advised that on Tuesday, 
1965, j!J .T ..... ~~~bQ~QP, Negro male, ar~.c" G;aQr e Sh inh 
male, who state that they are fr(_•rn A tfanta, . , an are on the 
staff of the Southern Christian Lt>·adership Co::n :erence (SCLC), 
arrived in Allendale, South Carolina. On tne night of August 
17, 1965 1 .Johnson told a group of Negro and white Civil Rights 
workers congregated in the Macedonia Methodist Church, Allendale, 
South Carolina, tlnt "King's constru•~t:ion c!'ew is ir. town." 
He sa:~d they were in Allendale, v.not to eomprornise but to 
disturb." Johnson stated he had been ar1:·ested 39 times on con
secutive days and if anyone had to go t o jail he would be the first in 
1 ine, Shin hester told the same grc·up that, "somebody has got to 
die. If somebody else gets ~hot, I ' ll step over them and if I get 
shot step over me and continue the. mar~h. '' 

At 8:00 PM, August 18, 1965, RO Negroes and civil rights 
workers met in the Macedonia Methcdist C~urch, Allendale, South 
Carolina. They sang songs and Johnson spoke to the group. Shinhoster 
spoke briefly to the group and at 9:00 PM he announced, "I'm going 
to march,"and walked out of the church. The 80 people in the churc;h 
following Shinhoster four abreast down the street, singing and 
shouting boisterously. A crowd of about 50 white residents in all 
types of attire gathered in the street i~ about five minutes. At 
9 : 10PM, August 18, 1965, Chief Strom, ShPriff c. C. Forrest~r 
and Chie f of Poli~e Joe Stack stopped the mar~hers and Chief Strom 
told them they would have to cease shouting and loud singing. George 
Thompsen, Negro employee of the ·sava·nnah River ProjectfO: Aiken, §.~~~p 

Th i s document conta ! ns ne i ther r~commendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It ia the property 
of the FBI and is loane d t o your a gency; it and 

3 - S;n'<\nnal• its contents are not to bP d3.st:r-.:.b'.lted outside 
IJ - 4 ·~:: l ~J ::i ) J:our agency. 
(1 - l 0~:: ';1: 2 - RACIA1 SITUATION, ALLElillALE, S. C.) 
fl - lo •-D99- SCOPE) 1 -
SEE AJJUI'fiVNrtL COPIES PAGE 3) WHG : j b g (l4y_5'"'/2-/ cJ9; ,:2 c : 



VOTER REGIS'IRAl'IO~ DEMON.STRAT!ONS 
ALL~ALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
AUGUST 17, 18, 19, 1965 

Carolinar reside~ce Allendale~ South Carcli~a: ~ho said he was 
the local leader in the abs~nce of Reverend J. J. Fields, asked 
Chief Strom if he was saylng they could not mar~h at night. Strom 
answere·d ~ "No''. · ' 'i'hompsor:: then as ked. L t iht;; off .icers cc-uld p:rotec t 
them at night. Strom ans~ered h~ ~culd do !hP be~t he could. 
Thompson asked 1.f Strom thought a :L!.ght march was dangerouE and 
Strom said he did. '1'ho.rr~pson told t ht:: g ::.:·c-..:.r· to 1:' £ tu;r :n: to the 
church and they returned to the a:: hul·.:·' t~, a!'r ::. v~. I~ f? J:..t 9 : 20PM. The 
local white people who had gather~in t he s:ree t went home and the 
church dispersed at 9:45 PM , 

On August 19, 1965, ten Segrces a~d wh~te civil rights 
v.orkers stagf:'d a s i t-in demons tra ti~.} !"c in fro~').~ of the voter 
registration offic.e in the Allendale County cc.u:r·"thou~e from 10 : 00 
AM to 12 : 00 Noon. At 12:00 Noon St'.:"om told -;hem t;ha t the Allendale 
County Courthouse closes at 12 : 00 Noon eac:h '!'hur.·sday and the 
demonstrators left the courthouse. 

On the afternoon af Augus~ 19, 1965 1 Summer Community 
Organization for Political Ed\ica t i crt <SCOPE) and SCLC workers 
advised Chief J. T. Strom, South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, 
that they would meet at 8 : 00PM on the night of August 19, 1965 , 
and stage a night march. 

At 8:00 PM, August 19, 1965, 103 Negroe s and white civil 
rights workers assembled at the Macedonia Methodist Church, Allendale, 
South Carol ina. They sang songs and Geo::-·ge ·Thompson told the group 
that there was a time and place for everythin:g and in his opitt>n 
night time was not the time for demonstrations because, ''the night 
has no eyes''. Shinhoster and Joh~son then told the group that 
since local leadership wanted no night march they would leave 
Allendale on August 20, 1965. They said that the services of the 
SCLC was still available to the pe·opl e· of Allendale and they would 
return to Allendale if requested t·~ do so . They U':"ged local Negroes 
to continue daily demonstrations until the vo ter registration books 
in Allendale .County are opened. It was annaunced that the next 
meeting would be· held at 11: 00 ,AM, Augu5 t 20 1 1965 . The crowd 
left the church at 9 : 31 PM, August 19, 1965 , 

-2-



VOTER REGISTRATION DE:MONS::RA :ro~ 
ALlE~'D.U.E, SOc~·n CAROLI:S'.<\ 
AUGUST 17, 18, 19: 1965 

There were n.o ar:r·(!Sts a::1d. n:o i!l.::idents dnring · aemonstrations 
on August 17 , 18, 19, 1965. 

The 111 th In te 11 igence! Corps nroup, Sa v J rmah, Georgia; G-2, 
For't McPherson , Geor·gia; Office cf Special !nvestigations, Lan@Jey 
Air Force Base, Virginia; District !ntell~~ence Offict, Sixth Naval 
District , Cha~l~ston, South Caro1i~a ; and t. S. 56cret Service, 
Columbia, South Ca:·,>lina , we!'e advised of tne above infc.r-mation. 

1 - INTC, Savannah, Ga. 
1 - G2- Ft. ~lcPherson, Gn. 
1 - DIO, Charleston, S.C. 
J - osr, Langley AFB, vn. 

-3-

1 - U. S. Secret Senice, Columbia, S.C. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Phoae Refer ro 
File No. 

Savannah, Georgia 
· August 23, 1965 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATIONS, 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
AUGUST 20~ 1965 . 

On August 20, 1g65,. She~iff G. C. FORRESTER, 
Allendale County, Aller.dale, South Carolina, advised that 
at 11:45 AM? August 20, 1965, 15 Negroas and civil rights 
workers enterad the Allendale County Courthouse and staged 
a sit-in demonstration in the second floor corridor in 
f ration Office. The group was led 

Sout hsip 
Ccr;· erence 1 lanta, Georg , 
Summer Community Organiza t io:J. 

k:,~ (SCCPE), Albany, New York. 

Whenthe courthouse closed at 5:00PM, 17 demon
ve. Sheriff G. C. Forrester and 

·south Carolina . Law Enforcement 
ivision, he demonstrators to leave the court-

house frcm 5~00 PM to 5:20 PM. When the demonstrators refused 
to leave, they were told by Sh~riff Forrester that they were 
under arrest. 

When the dello!lstr.:;;tn.r.s were told that they were 
under &.rrest, they aros · ·~.nd m~1.r.dwd from the courthouse to 
the police cars outs :t~!-:1 lf'-'t into the police cars without 
any officer touching ~ _ :- _ . . :---

= f ' l!' ''r\ '-· . p \ 
4 - Bureau 
1 Albany (Info) 
1 - Atlanta (Info) 
2 - Detroit (Info) 
1 - iilth INTC Sav 
1 - G-2,Ft. McPherso 
1 - OSI, Langley 
1 - DIO, 6th ND, 
1 - Secret Service, 
4 - Savannah (44-1435) 

- (1 - 157-699, SCOPE) 
~1~ - J.57-812, RACIAL 

WHG/bb /-f-" 

;,'"' rA2:, 

recommendations 

, c of the FBI. It is the 

(1 - 66~l~l>~~~fis~\l:fNl.Ptojns\F1 ~EtYfh~fi-~ot\\{o~: 
SITUATIOl'r;''HAJ.,LEND~, 1~~ ~l)~ent's are n 

Qi s~riou ~~a outs lde your agency. 
. ~ . .. I , . .. 
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RE: VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATIONS 1 

ALLENDALE I SOUTH CAROLINA I 
AUGUST 20s 1965 

Deputy Sheriff Herbert Crosby, Allendale County, signed 
warrants before Magistrate James Dedmon, Allendale, South Carolina, 
cha.rging the 17 demonstrato·rs with "public disorderly conduct 1 

Title 16, Section 558g Code of I. .. aws of South Carolina". 

At 9:00 PM, August 20~ 1965, the 17 demonstrators were 
afforded a hearing befo~e Magistrate Dedmon, who held them under 
$~00 ha.il each, 1'he trial is scheduled for October l8g 1965. 
The 17 demonstrators were incarcerated in the Allendale County 
Jail ~ Allendale~ South Carolina, in lieu of bail. 

At 4 ·. 00 PM, August 21 , 1965 1 none of the demonstrators 
had posted hail 1 and all WF':l"e still inc.a.rcerated in the Allendale 
County Jail: There were no incidents connected with the arrests 
and incarceration of the 17 demonstrators. 

There were no demonstrations in Allendale, South 
Carolina , prior to 4~00 PM <YO Au!:t"Ust 21 , 1965. 

The lllth lntelliRence Corps Group, Savannah, Georgia, 
G-2, Fort McPherson, Ge:org·i.a ~ Off ice ~\f Sp.s' cial Investigations, 
La.ngley Air F'o-cce Rasey H;:.t.rnptcn~:. V.lrginia s Distri.ct Intelligence 
Office, Si.xth Naval Distl'ict, Charleston., South Carolina, and 
U. S. Secret Service, Columbia . South Carolina , advised. 

- · 4 -· 
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In Reply, Pleuae Refer to 

FUe No. 

~-. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

s~v~~'~h, c~~rg!~ 
A'i.'ig"ili:st 25, 1 ~965 

Re: '\UTER RE•G:ir~l'AA'r·Iro:~ ~ONSTRATIONS 
ALl!..ENDALE; . SOTO'TH CAROLINA, 
A~gust 22~ 1965 

=---~----------------------~-

On Aug-ast 2'3, 1~65, Si..:er1 t:!' ca-. C. F<t»:t're5t:sr, 
All~E~ndal te Co\\lnty, Allend~lf!, South C~l"CQ)lin:~, advised that 
17 demonstrators arrested (!j)~ A'il!g';,::8t 2;()'~ 1965, posted $100 
bond each on August 21, 1965, :s:.ir.::l w~B:n~ :f'ifJ1e~.:lkaed. 

On th~ night of Aug'lli!3t 22, 1~:~:5, N16groea and white 
Civil Rights warkers h~ld m--· ~tin s@n Meth~dist Church,b~n 
Allendale, South Carolina. ~ut~ern Christian 1 ~ 
Leadership C©nfer·enrce (SCLC), a , •IJ' · :r-gia, spoke to 
group and asked who would be :avrailabl~ t01 at:age :sit in d~mon
atration in Allendale Cmu:.ty Collll:r't House we®k beginning 
August 22, 1965. Only three persal!ll.~ in\C luding two juveniles 
stated they would be available fCOJr radit-in demonstrations. 

On the morriing cf August '23 P 1965, the 6 white 
Summer Community Organization for Political Edu~ation (SCOPE) 
workers who have been in Allend~le, ~~th Carolina, departed. 
There has been no activity at either Simpson or Macedonia 
Church on August 23, 1965, and the SCOPE office is closed. 

On August :23, 1965, R-=rverend Julius J. Fields, 
Assistant President, National AsgociS~tion for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), and c~airman of Allendale County 
Voters P, 41 

le the IIKl>rlnl. 
will return later ' the week. 

/..>?-~,-~-/31 
Se::trc~ed ......••.•• 

Tlblis document c<OJ~tai ns nei th~r reccommenda tiomt :1ll\C.ltld ~ .. . . 

;-.:: /.J-1- 6 f9 -
conclusions o:.. the Federfal.l Bureau l()f InvestigaJttca ... .. . -.. . .. . 
It is the property of the FBI, and . is lcanedF .tb:d.your. ·..f-· · · · · 
Agency; it and its content~ ~re net to be distributed 
outcide your agency. .. 1/J~~ 
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They plan to organize and stage p~aceful sit in demonstrations 
in Allendale County Court House pt~testing the fact that the 
voter registration books have not baefln reopened in August, 
1965. 

lllth INTC Group, Sav~nnahp .Georgia; G-2, Fort 
McPherson, Georgia; OSI, Langley Air Force Ba:se, Virginia; 
District Intelligence Officer, 6th Naval District, 
Charleston, South Carolina; Secret Service, Columbia, 
South Carolina, advised. 
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In Rt'p/y, Plf'aje Rt'ft'r to 

File No. 

Ul'iiTED STATES DEPART~IEl'iT OF JUSTICE-

FEDEUAL BLUEAL OF l~YESTIGATIO~ 

&a\a~~•h, 0eorgia 
A·ug ·:.;.~.t 4 ,, 1965 

VOTER RECJrSTR..4.T!ON DE.:MO:SSTRA'!'ION 
ALLENDALE, SOl1!'H CAROLlNA 
~ugust 3~-~1~9~·6_5 ________ ~.~-----

l 

{,"!J' !tug-usr ..- , 1965, :\1.1: 9:00a.m,, 
civil rights workers bega~ to nongr~gate &t the Simpson Methodist 
Church, Allendale, Soutt, Carolina. By 9:30a.m,, approximately 
50 persons had gathered at the ch·urch and they began to sing and 
chant. At 11:30 a.m., appr-oximately 150 persons left the church 
and marched to the AllendRle County Courthouse. There the; 
formed four lines in fr·ont of the courthouse steps and chantsd 
and sang for appr~ximately ten minutes, Reverend Charles A. 
Webster, Jro, Comm'twity Relations Se:rvice l'.epresentative, told the 
group that he was 3fr~nging a meeting between the Allendale County 
Delegation and Negro leaders that afternoon and asked the group 
to march back to the church .and disperse. The crowd then march~d 
back to the Simpson Methodist Church i.n tan orderly fashion. Du:-ing 
this march Reverend Charles A. Webster, Jr., Community Relations 
Service, tJ. s. Department of Comuaerce, was arrested by Chief of 
Police Joe Stack on charge of reckless driving and Webster posted 
$35.00 bail . No other incidents, 

8 - Bureau 
1 - lllth INTC Group, Savannah, Ga. 
1 - G-2. Fl. McPherson. Ga. 
1 - OSI, Langley AFB, Hampton, Va. 
1 - DIO, 6th ND, Charleston, s. c. 
l - Secret s~ rvice, Columbia, S. C. 
1 - Atlanta 
3 - Savannah (44-1435) 

(l - 157-699) (SCOPE) 
(l - 157 -Hl2) (RACIAL SITUATION, 

WCT: fme 
(17) 



VOTER REG ::STR.-\T ION lJEMOYS.T'R..I\ t !0~ ~ 
ALLENDA~-· C._._ _ _A:ugu,;~t~ 196~ 

Char los A , Webst(-;r . Jr·. 9 Community R£dat ions Service 
representative, hE>ld :a mediation meeting at 4:30p.m . , August 
3, 1965 at the Aliendala County Cou~thouse attended by the Allen
dale County Delcg3tlon consisting of Allendale County Sen~tor 
A. P. Williams, Allendal~ County Representative Ed Mixson ~nd 
Allendale County attorney Tnot~.as D, LJi.wton 1 Jr , Tho followir.g 
~eMroes were 1n attend~nce: 

Matthew Perry ~ Attorney 
Columbia , South Carolin• 

Reverend M. D. :\k:Callnm ,. Superintender.t , 
~ethodist Chur~ h . Walterboro, South 
Carolina, Di~trict 

Mrs . Gwendolyn Cr-:,:S:~ ;· :\ssi .~tant DilYct .-n ' , 
Summer Comm1.l~'l i ': y Org:&.r; lZ at ion f eor Po 1 it i .:; .11 
E<Ciuc9tion (SCOPE), trom Los Angeles, California; 
working out of SCOPE Headquarters, Atlanta, Georgia 

Reverend .Julius .J. f'ields, 
Re ver·end Rich·a rd .Tohnson, and 
John Jenn i ngs. all from Allendale , s. c. 

Some of the Negro leaders stated they wanted a special 
day for Cur t her reg ist r· .;~ t ion of Negro voters i't.S soon as the law 
would allow a nd did not desire to wait for the September registratio1 
date to implement s pe8d - up registra.tlon proced11res which ha ve been 
agreed on . The County Dele g:ttion was reluctant to allow a special 
date for registation for Negroes outside the regular procedures 
as they felt this might be resented by the white population. The 
County Delegation pointed out as there was no impending election 
for ten months, there wa s ample time for all voters to register 
with speed-up proc~dures during the next regular registration date 
in September . Negro leaders advised they would consider their 
decision to continu~ demonst r ations aimed at getting further 
registration days a t an 8:00 p . m. mee ting at the Simps on Methodist 
Church, Allendale , S. C., August 3 , 1965 . 

There wa s a d ism.1ss ion concerning the night march 



,r-, 
(13 .. ) 

...., 

to the courthouse f-:·orr. :-hG t.-ltur::; h beg::i.mdng at ~):15 p.m. 

Reverend Charla~ A. 'i~bster, Coll!lmunity P.elations Service 
representative, at 10:15 p.m., advised th~t Irving Tranen~ ~ 
Field Conciliator» Commu:r.ity Re1~tion:a Service, had arrived in 
Allendale, s. C., aLd he and Webster were meeting with Negro 
leaders to attempt to discourage any night m~rch. Webster ~dvised 
t!lat ·local leaders l e d by Rsver.~nd R .. "'bbie Di~ ~·er.e ~d.iU!I,!lll"~ t ly· 
oppos(,d t•) a night :nal .·: t , Hmun:Yi:', !:iCDPE ilt tcd Southern Chri-!". t Lim 
Leadershlp Conf.-:;r·ence { SCLC) 1e .~. der~ , includ1ng 'Leon Hall ;;t!lid J:arnes 
Webb; were at that t 1me ~•ging th~ c:t'o\\'d t:o m!ikE: :a night march. 

Robbie Dix who ~as N9~lo~a l Association tor the Advance
ment of Colon1d People .~NAACP) President :at Allendale , S. c. s 

before he moved to Tennessee two weeks ago, addressed the ;roup 
at the church and persuaded them to call off the night mar~h at 
11:15 p.m ., A~gust 3, 1965, and the crowd left the church at that 
time. At 11:30 p .m., 21 demonstrators formed~ group in front of 
SCOPE Headquarters, Flat Street! Allendale, S.C., and marched 
toward the cour·thouse , Oth·ers joined 'the march along the way until 
approximately 50 were in the group, Reverend Dix met the marchers 
enroute and asked them to return to the SCOPE Headquarters at 
11:38 p .m. All of the mar(;hers turned around and started back 
except 15 who continued to v~Jk to the cour~house led by Joseph 
L. Boone 1 SCOPE leader from .1\tl.anta, Ca, A group of 21 addition~J 
marchers joined the group and on arrival at the courthouse they 
formed a silent circle from 11:45 to 11:57 p , m, Reverend Dix 
again urged the group to leave and the group marched back to 
SCOPE headquarters :and dispersed at 12:20 a., m. , August 4 1 1965. 
There were no incidents . 

lllth Intelligence Corps Group, Savannah, Ga . i G-2, 
Ft . McPherson) Georgia, Office of Special Investigations, Langley 
Air Force Base, Hamptonv Virginia , Disti'ict Intelligence Office, 
Sixth Naval District , Charleston , South Carolina, and Secret Servic• 
Columbia , So·uth Carolina, advised of the above on August 4, 1965. 
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Smvannah, Georgia 
August 7, 1965 
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VOTER REGXSTRAT!ON DEMONSTRATIONS 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLENA 
.AUGUST 6, 1965 

At 4:00p.m., August 6, 1965, group assembled at 
Simpson Methodist Church, Allendale, South Carolina, and heard 
speeches by local Negro leaders. At 5:00p.m., 78 local Ne1roes 
led by Reverend J. J. Fields and Reverend M. D. McCollua aarched 
froa church to courthouse where they sang one verse of "Aaerica" 
aaa McCollum issued a dignified proclamation of appreciation 
tew···the President's signing the Voters Registration Act. !.':arcbere 
~~ to church at 6 .~06 p.m., and held a meeting until 7:30 
p.m. There were no incidents. 

On Au_1ust 6, 1965, Reverend J. J. Fields advised that 
there are noplans for f~rther demonstrations. He said a group 
will meet at the~iapson ~ethodist Church at 6:00p.m., Sunday 1 

August 8, 1965, to give the people a progress repOrt on 
negotiation. with the Allendale County Delegation. 

llltb Intelligence Corps Group, Savannah, Ga.; ·G-2, 
Ft. McPherson~ Georgia; Office of Special Investigations, Lanale) 
Air Force Base, Hampton, Virginia; District Intelligence Office~ 
Sizth Naval District, Charleston, South Carolina; and u. s. Secret 
S•rvice, Columbia, South Carolina were advised of the above on 
August 7, 1965. 

8 Bureau 
1 - 111th INTC Group, Savannah, Ga. 
1 - G-2, Ft. McPherson, Ga. 
1 - OSI, Langley AFB, Hampton, Va. 
1 - DIO, 6th ND, Charleston, s. c. 
1 - u. s. Seo.ret Ser¥~~e • . Col~bia , s. c. . 
3 - Sayanna-Jt --(~1435) · .. ·· :· 3 11 "' :.·,.:·: ~~ ..... ;--·~·~·.··~~,.z-d·._· 

(1 - 1~~~~>' : (seoP.~f { .: . !' : :> 2. :. 2:. : t. ·i ·~··- t·l~~ r.l on:; 

• (1 - 1~t~~~~~ · :<~~,I~~ .,~~~~~~' :ALhBH~~~.;)~ C.) 
WJIG. fme {' .. ,- . , .. · '· • ·' · ... , 1 .. f •• 1 ._. -~- ••• ._ ~ > 

( 17 ) · >:. ,._.,,:~ .::.. • .-: ~ •. :)~ tc be 
~J·.! ~-~~- ~ .·)--:: .·~·.: u r· 

~.t.r;~Jnc}' . 
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U.SITED STATES DEPART:\IENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BL-REAt: OF 1~\"ESTIGATIO~ 

5~"\.:a ~mt;;:r...h , G<r~orgia 
August 9, 1965 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATiONS 
ALLENDALE p SOU"ili CAROLINA . 
A"LJGUST 7 - 8~ 1965 ----

On August 8, 1965, Chief of Police Joe Stack, 
Allendale, S . C . , advised that at 11 PM, Saturday~ August 
7, 1965, he received a cumplaint that two white men in a 
pickup truck were threat ~~~ a group of Negroes with a 
shotgun. Allendal e an~ t Allendale Count 

were incarcera 
released on $100 

kshot 
inebriated. Both 

n e ndale County Jail and 
on the m~rning of August 8, 1965. 

At 6 PM 1 A·ugust 8, 1965, about 200 Segroes met 
in the Simpson Methodist Church, Allendale, S , C .• sang 
songs and listened to speeches by Reverend Malcolm D. 
McCollum, Walterboro; S. C. and Reverend J. J. Fields, Allen
dale, S. C. 

BurC'au 
INTC Group, 
Savannah, Ga. 

1 - G-2, Ft. ~1<1 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed cutside your agency. 

Pherson, Ga. 
1 - OSI, Langley 

AFB, Va. 
1 - DIO, 6th ND, Charl e ston, s. C. 
1 Secre t Service , Columbia, s. C. 
3 Savannah 

(l -44-1 4 35) 
(1 -157-G99) (SCOPE) 

. - -. --.. _· : ~ 

J.'.! 
fF / 
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( 1 -157-812) (RAC IAL SITUATION, ALLENDALE, S. C.) 
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VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRAT! ONS 
ALLENDALE, SOCTH CAROLINA 
AUGUST 7-8, 1965 

Immediately following the meeting which adjourned 
at 8:25PM, August 8 9 1965 9 Reverend J. J . Fields advised 
that the meeting was to tell the people that Allendale County 
authorities had promised to establish a bi-racial c~mmittee 
to settle future differences . Reverend Fields said that 
no further demonstrations have been scheduled · in Allendale 
and if the bi-racial corr~ittee failed, he does not believe 
there will be further demonstrations . 

-2-
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In Reply, Pletue Refer to 

File No, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I~VESTIGATION 

Savann~h, Georgia 
August 11, 1965 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATIONS 
ALLZNDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
August 11, 1965 

At 7: 50 AM, A~g..;,s t 11, 1956, S~.f"r iff G. C. 
Forrester, Allendale Cou~ty, Al le~jale, Sout h Carolina, 
advised that Civil Rights leaders of tha Yoter Registration 
Drive in Alle~'ldale, South Carolina had just informed him 
they planned a march from the Simps o!l'l Methodist Church, 
Allendale, South Carol i~a , to the count y courthouse at 9:00 AM, 
August 11, 1965. b?G 

At 9:00 AM, August 11, 1965 who stated 
that he is a SCOPE worker from Los Ange es, ' orn ia, and 
an employee of the Office of the Governor of California, 
advised that the scheduled 9:00 AM march, Aug-ttst 11, 1965, was 
postponed until 10:30 AM. He stated the march was to protest 
the refusal of the Allendale County delegation to open the 
voter registration books in August, 1965. He said the opening 
of the ~ September, 1965, was unsatisfactory to Negro 

(,~C:,leaders~said there definitely would be a demonstration 
on August 11, 1965, but that th·e South·err. Christian Leadership 
Conference was a movement and not an organization and that 
exact plans of a movement could not be related because they 
are not knownuntil they happen. 

A't 12 :1oon, August 11, 1965, Reverend .Julius J. 
Fields, Assistant President of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in Allendale, South 
Carolina, and Chairman of the Voter Ed~cation Project for 

8 - Bureau 
1 - Los Ange 1es 
1 lllth INTC Group, Savannah, Ga. 
1 G-2, Ft. lf9Pberson, Ga. 
1 - OSI, Langley Air lb"ce Base, Va. 
1- DIO 6th •ND, Charleston, · s. c. 
1 - Secret Service, Coluabia, s. c. 
~ Savannah (1-44-1435) 

(i-157-699)(SCOPB) 

r·• I : 

(j 

/j/ -6) ~/ 

(1-157-812).(RACIAL SITUATION, ALLEND.AL&, S. C.) 

/ OJ 

WHG:hse 
(18) 
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· · ,,_ r · " r •• t '- }" -. T ' • ' • t'" • \.. - ... J -· • .l .. ::; .::.· .... ? .. :-,c. 1 n ... t;:)ane-'.. t:l your 

~.t~·~~'cy; 1 ~ z:~t·~ri i t :j c ::~r ~ .J.~e:rt~s t-t~~ r: :>t to be 



VOTER REGISTRATION DEMO~STRATlONS 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
August 11, 1965 

) 

Allendale County, a~vised t~at All~~dalc County Senator 
A. P. Williams has refused tc agree to the opening of the 
voter registration b!Q!oks illll A~J.i:-"~st, ]..965, stating that he 
has promised his constituents that the books will not be 
opened until September, 1965. Reverend Fields said that 
he has been opposed to demonstrati<C•!':':s and is still opposed 
to demo~strations except as a last resort, but local 
!l'~grfloes are puti.ag pressure o:'il him to dtS:rool!llstra te unless 
the voter registration books a:r-e oper;ted i!l. August, 1965. 
Reverend Fields said the~e definitely would be a demon
stration on August 11, 1965 and possibly every day for 
the remainder of August, 1965, U!.L].ess the books are opened. 
He said he has agreed to orderly and peaceful demonstrations 
and has made it clea,r th.a. t if demor,stra tio:r;;s are not orderly 
and peaceful, he will h~ve nothing to do with them. 

At 1:45PM, 56 demonstrators, led by Reverend 

b~r Benjamin Fra~nlin . 'd Waltarboro, South Carolina, and 
' '"- SCOPE worker rnar·r;h'l.;;d from the Simpson Methodist 

Church to the A endale County Courthouse. Reverend Reid 
told the demonstrators that they had made up their minds 
to continue demonstrations and protests because little 
progress had been made in negotiations. He said demonstrators 
would stage a sit~in demonstration at the courthouse until 
the books are opened. Demonstrators sat in front of the 
courthouse in silence from 2:07 PM to 2:20 PM, then moved 
to a shade on the courthouse gr~unds. Reverend Reid asked 
the demonstrators who could remain indefinitely and who 
had to leave. Reid said food, c!:r-inks and replacements 
would be forthcoming and the sit-in would continue throughout 
the night and tomorrow until the hooks are opened. Twenty-
two demonstrators left and marked back to the Simpson Methodist 
Church at 2:30 PM. Thirty~four demonstrators remained. At 
3:30 PM the demonstrators were seated on the grass under a 
tree on the courthouse grounds singing songs. 

Approximately 25 white residents gathered at the 
courthouse and quietly watched the demonstrators, then left 
without incident. No arrests have been made. 

~ 2 -
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FEDERAL Bt;REAU OF I:SVESTIGATIO:S 

Savannah, _Georgia 
AU."UIIt 9' 1985 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATION 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
August 5 and e, 1965 

Demonstration group ·began assembling at the Simpson 
Methodist Church, Allendale, South Carolina, at 7:30 AM, 
August 5, and at 9:44 AM, 106 demonstrators led by Leon Hall 
marked from the church past the home of State Senator A. P. 
Williams, Allendale, South Carolina, : and onto t~e sidewalk 

. in front of the Allendale County Courthouse where they sang 
. and where Leon Hall talked. Hall claimed the grou'p would 
remain in Allendale until all Negro voters were registered. 
Ball said "We ran Alabama in 1964 and we elected President 
Johnson as being better than Goldwater, but Johnson is no 
good and next time we will elect a good president". Ball 
said the government was spending untold millions in a war 
in Vietnam when the real war is in Allendale, South Carolina. 

A small group of local citizens observed the 
demonstrators at the courthouse without incident. The 
demonstrators returned to the Simpson Church at 11:45 AM and 
dispersed at 11:50 AM with a further meeting scheduled at the 
church for 4:00 PM, August 5. 

'' - HGrBaa 
1 - LLi. r .• l .L~TC ~.. · · 1 " .,. ~Li.J...i I .:,._ ._ ·.r._i~~ -.--:. , ~ . .-.·:~ • 

J. - G-2, Ft. ~icf i;.:;:.\·:-,. ,):;i , C ... . 
1- ·;.~;r , I .. au .~;l;3:,~ 1\ir F~: l·..:;e ~~~se , 'VQ. 
l - Dt:·.: , . s-:·.~! :m, C~·lt;rle~;-::on , 3 . C. 
l -· 8P~rr~-t: <Jn1·vj.ce, Colul!,bia, r. . c. 
3 - t~~<Vhlt mu . ( 1··44-14.;) ,:, ) 

( 1-1 .S'/ -bSio') (SO :·i.lF.) 
{l-J ·::-812)(MCJAL ~I'lT.ATIC'~: , ALLENDALE, S.C. ) 
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VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATION, 
ALLENDALE, s. c. 1 August 5 a~t:td 6_, 1965 

A gr01up ga th·er·ed a. t Simps on Methodist Church, 
Allendale, South Carolilll,a, at 4:00 PM, Aug-ust 5, 1965 and 
remained indoors during heavy rain until 6:40 PM whe~ the 
group left the church without demo~strating. On August 5, 
1965, Gwendolyn Green, Assista~t Director, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) - Summer Commu~ity Organization 
for Political Education (SCOPE) Project, Atlanta, Georgia, 
advised that local leadership under Reverend J. J. Fields 
want no further demonstrations and since her "Direct Action. 
Group" will not demonstrate unless local leader·ship sanctions 
all SCLC workers will leave Allendale, South Carolina as soon 
as bond arrangeme~ts are made a~d permission is obtained for 
those arrested to leave. Mrs. Green said SCOPE workers will 
remain in Allendale. 

Reverend J. J. Fields, Chairman, Allendale County 
Voters League, August 5, 1965, verified above statements 
by Gwendolyn Green. Reverend Fields said that he is in f9vor 
of negotiating, not demonstrating. 

Chief J. P. Strom, South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Divisio~ (SCLED), advised that he was instrumental on the 
evening of August 5, 1965 in having bond reduced for each 
of the 16 demonstrators whose bond was originally signed for 
by Reverend Charles A. Webster, Jr., Community Relations 
Service representative, in order that the arrested persons 
could post legitimate bail bonds. Chief Strom advised that 
the bonds were reduced from $200 to $50 for each person by 
Magistrate James Dedmon, Allendale, South Carolina, except 
for James Lee Herman, SCLC representative, whose bond was 
reduced from $700 to $100. Herman originally objected to 
having his bond reduced but finally consented. 

Gwendolyn Green arranged bond for the SCLC workers 
that desired to leave the area August 5, 1965. 

A meeting was held in the Simpson Methodist Church 
from 8:00PM to 9:50PM, August 5, led by Reverend M. D. 
McCollum. He said there had been a misunderstanding between 
the "Direct Action Group" sent by SCLC and the local Negro 
leaders as to t~e methods to be employed to achieve full 
Negro voter registration. He said that SCLC leaders wanted 

- 2 ~ 



VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONS'l'RATION, 
ALLENDALE, S. C., August 5 ~~d 6l 1965 

demonstrations while local leaders wanted to aegotiate. 
Reverend McCollum ga'~e pr~is.e to the SCLC group and thanked 
them for their effort:f' which would lll!rever be forgot ten. He 
indica ted that the SCLC group 'ilt'as planning to lea·ve. 

Gwendolyn Gr<e&lrl advised the evenil!lig of August 5, 
1965 that she was immensely impressed with the quali~y, 
intelligence and efficiency of all law enforcemeDt groups 
in Allendale, South Carolina and stated that efforts of her 
"Militant Direct A.c:ti ,on Group" had b.f.t<e n. completely stymied 
by the lack cf retaliation to any of their techniques by 
either law enforcement dficers or the. local whtte citizens. 
She stated because law enforceme.nt officers in Allendale, 
South Carolina treated demonstratvrs so well and leaned over 
backwards to be nice to them, her preconceived notions con
cerning conditions in South Carolina had been altered con
siderably. She stated that they had been treated better 
in Allendale, South Carolina than they were treated by Chi Pf 
Parker of the Los Angeles, Califor!liia Police Department 
where she has resided for a number of years. 

Leon Hall, SCLC representative, advised ~he evening 
of August 5 that law e:1forceme:n.t officers and the white 
citizens in Allendal~, South Carolina were appare~tly too 
intelligent to be stampeded into retaliation against demon
strators by any technique he had used. He stated he felt 
he possibly had made a fool of himself in some of his speeches 
because obviously the circumstances in Allendale precluded 
any complaint against anyone co:c;cerr.ing the treatment received 
by demonstrators. 

Both Green and Hall pe rsonally thanked Chief J. P. 
Strom, SCLED, South Carolina Highway Patrol, local law 
endorcement officers and FBI Agents for the treatment they 
had received. 

On August 6, 1965, Reverend J. J. Fields, National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
and Chairman, Allendale County Voters League, Allendale, 
South Carolina, advised that all SCLC and SCOPE workers have 
left Allendale, ·south Carolina. He advised local Negro 
leaders had ~eld a meeting at the Simpson Church at 10:00 AM, 
August 6, to plan further negotiations with the Allendale 

-- 3 -
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VOTER REGISTRATION DEMONSTRATION, . 
ALLENDALE, S. C., Au~st 5 and 6, 1965 

County .delegation. Reverend Fields advised that local Allen
dale Negroes plan a march at 4:00PM, August 6, 1965, to 
show appreciation for the President's signing of the Voters 
Rights Act and indicated that expressions of appreciation 
for the treatment by local law enforcement would be expressed. 

On August 6, 1965, South Carolina 
ivision Agen , spotted 
Grand Dragon of South Carolina, United Klans 

, passing out copies of "The Fiery Cross", an offi~ 
cial publication of the United Klans of Allendale, 

b 
South Carolina at 5:30AM, August 6 · 1 was 

'111 accompanied by an unknown white 
(~personally and interviewed him said he was 

through Allendale, South Caroli e to Barnwell, 
Carolina to interview 25 to 30 Klan applicants. 

August 6, 1965, Chief J.P. Strom, SCLED, advised 
has not been seen in Allendale, South Carolina 

i c :30 AM, August~f Strom stated that 
he has reliable information left Allendale, 
South Carolina with no plans o return. 
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Sav~~m~h, CE~~g:~ 
A~.tglll:st 25,1965 

Re: -..uTER Ji!}GJr~l'RA't'lrC(~ DEliONSTRATIONS 
ALLENDALE; . SOT0TH CAROLINA, 
A1lllgust 22, 1965 
=---~----

On A'Ug-a:st 2'3, 1~65, S~ .. t>Jrif:i' CG. C. F((l):t'reSlt(')r, 
Allendal <e1 Co\Unty, Allenditl~, &:;ut h C~U."CQJ1in:Bl., advised that 
17 demonstrators ar-rested \0.)~ A:ug".C.::~t :2~~ 19C65, posted $100 
bond each on August 21, 1965, a:Jr.·d Wi€i:re :f\fi1EJ:i.:aed. 

On th~ night of AuglllSt 22, H1:6:5, Ntegroes and white 
Civil Rights worker~ h~ld m--· ~tin s~n Math~dist Church,L~A 
Allendale, South Carolina. &»utfr>.lern Christian 0 IV 
Leadership C~mference (~CL.C) 11 a 9 •l.J :t'gif!l, spoke to 
group and asked who would be ~vailabl~ t q'J) st:age sit in damon
atration in Allendale CouiJ<ty Ccl!.llrt Hous e we®k beginning 
August 22, 1'965. Only three perS(l)l!iliS i!!<eluding two juveniles 
stated they would be available f();r edt-in demon:stra tions. 

On the morrdng of August 23 11 1965 9 the 6 white 
Summer Community Organization for Politi~al Education (SCOPE) 
workers who have been in Allondia!le, Soluth Carolina, departed. 
There has been no activity at either Simpson or Macedonia 
Church on August 23, 1965, and the SOOPE office is closed. 

On August 23, 1965, Re7erand Julius J. Fields, 
Assistant President, Nation~! AssociSltion for the Adv-ancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), and ch*irman of Allendale County 
Voters P. 41 

' the week. 
/.F?-6;~ -/3 I 

Se::t r cb<?d . . ••••••••• 

l:: /.J-/- 6 '19 --
Tbis doc ument contains neither rercommendationS<'.Jl\C.IN4 ... 
conclusions o~ the Feder~l Bure<alll 10 f Investiga.t:i'cil •. . ... . .. ... 
It is the property of the FBI, and is lcanedF tb:d.your ·..f.·· .· · 
Agency ; it and its ~~nt$nts ~~e net to be distributed 
out~ida your agenc y. .. llf~A.-
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They plan to organiz'e and stage p~~cef1llll sit in demcnstra tiona 
in Allendale County Court House p1 ~testing the fact that the 
voter registration books have not be<e~n I'eopa!ried in August, 
1965. 

lllth INTC Group, Sav~nnah , .Georgia; G~2, F~rt 
McPherson, Georgia; OSI, Langley Air Force Ba:se, Virginia; 
District Intelligence Officer, 6th Naval District, 
Charleston 9 South Carolina; Secret Service, Columbia, 
South Carolina, advised. 
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