
MISSISSIPPI fREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
926 Pennsylvania Ave. SE 

Washington, D.c. 

August 4, 1965 

TO: Snpporters of the Mi:ss i.ssippi Challenges 

FROM: Lawrence Geyot 

SUBJr~CT: Final Drive Durin!~ August to Unseat the Mississippi Delegation 

A CALL TO ACTION 

.1\f::(;r two and one half months of delay, obstruction, anq shifting stories from 
tl:e office of the Clerk. of the House, the printed testimony in e challenges 
1.-ras r.•eferred to the Hous<l Administrat ion Committee by Speaker of the House on 
July 29th. 

No~1 that the challenges ar1z formally in the hands of the committee, it must be 
our task to see that public pressure is maintained on every Congressman and on 
the Congress as a whole to :see th::~.t t he challenges are brought to a vote in this 
eessi.on. Even if the Committee rc~fuses to report--a liltely possibility given the 
Southern composition of the Sub-cnmmi ttee--i t is possible to bring about a vote 
on the continued seating of the M:lssissippians if enough public pressure and ::'' 
concern can generated. 

GUR JOB NUST NOW BE TO REALLY LAUNGI A PRCGRAM OF LETTERS, WIRES, H-IONES CALLS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS, DELEGATICNS, NEWSPAPER STORIES AND EVERY 011IER POSSIBLE MEANS 
TO BRil\.U 1HE 0-lALLElltiE TO PUBLIC ATTEliiTION. 

Should the committee stalll, the issue can be brought to the floor on a 11 motion 
of hi ghest Congressional pt•ivi leg1a, 11 and we must line up the support to ensure 
lhat such a motion is vo ted upon by the full House. It appears now from our 
reae ;.~rch that such a motion would call attention to the clear facts, to the 
t.ime that the Committee has already had, and would ask that the Comml ttee 
lie relie,lell o f ju:dl$lli~l-1ou auLl tltat th"l Congressmen be unseated. 

If the Committee does not report by the last week of August, th i a may have 
our resort to avoid bein!~ left ov12r after the adjournment of this session~ 
Commi t tee does report in good tim•e) then we must try to win the vote on the 
report. 

to be 
If fu e 

Whatever happens, it is vi tally necessary that the month of August see much < ·. 
activ i ty on the Challeng1:l here in Washington and whereever we have support. V>Je 
a:::-e tentatively working on a seri•zs of activities in Washington to culminate in 
a vigil by 1000 Mississippians <St the Capitol. They will be there to petition 
the Congress to take up the Chall•enge. . . ·;r.::: 
~reo are hoping that thier presence will be a great incentive to the Congress to 
deal with the Challenge so that they will leave. 
WE J\RE ASKING ALL SUPPORTERS TO SEND DELEGATI(liJS AND CONCERNER INDIVIDUALS HERE 
TU SPEAK WI1H CONGRESSMEN AND TO SUPPORT TilE MISSISSIPPIANS. He hope that whil8 
the vigil continues you li-!ill work to have telegrams and letters sent to the 
Speaker and your own Congressmen calling on th~~ Congress to discharge its 
re:::ponsibi li ties. Mobi lization for this should begin as soon as possible. 

These activities are pl anne:d for the last week in August, IF WE CAN GET 1HE MONEY. 
1\ny sources of funds in your community that may be willin!f"tosupf:iorl:- tlii~f"-efforL 
shvuJ.d be explored. The vi.gi 1 will not be possible without your help. 

Leading up to this v;.,G,i 1 we: are planning a series of events to agai n bring the 
f acts of the challenge to the public attention. This afternoon a group of 
Congressmen are going t o s<:~ e the a1ai rman of the Committee. They plan to 
publicize a delegation of national figures to go ask the Speaker for speedy con­
::ideration. We plan a lawyers lobby for August 16-18. Interested lawyers should 
contact Bi 11 Kunstler or At.•thur Ri noy, 511 5th Avenue, New York City, A lobby 
of Clergymen is also being put tc,gether for later in the month. 

We 1-rill be holding regional. meetings--one scheduled this Satueday in the Nid­
West, and on the West Coast August 15. It is important that representatives from 
local organizations supporting the 01allenge participate in these meetings to wD rk 
on development of final pl:rns to bring the Chal l enge to a vote before the end of 
this session. Notification of eac:t time and place for these meetings wi 11 be sent 
to the regions involved. 
Please keep the lrl"ashingt.on OfficE: informed as to Congressional contacts. 

I 



NISSISSIPPl: FltEEilON DEf-lOCRt·.TIC PU~TY 
1353 U Street, N.l.. 

\.ushiJlGton) D.C. 

TO: Surrportinc G:roups of W''DP 

FROi·l: !.cnhin{..;tcm O:d':i.ce 
i·ll~DP 

33;:.' . T73~: 
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i1t our or~unizinu; meetinc; on Sundu;;,, J~nu: .. r., lOth it \:U.S <leci<led bJ 
rll the uup;port.in~, t;;roup:;; o:l.' li'DP r~prcsented <end the Nississippi 
reprcsen~utive t.het r.. m<l:>sive petition cumpuicn \loultl be lut·.nched 
throuJhout the lllorth. The ' pur1Jose is to involve th~ pvblic ct lur:_.e 
in the Challenc;e uml throuc,l! thn t brin;.; preca uro on conwrecumen. 
'l'he pctlt.ion is u reques·~ oi. the concress .• 1cn to nu:.J~e t: connui·ttment. 
to vote 1i'or unse~ri;jLnu o:. the Hississil)Pi representuti ves. hcconrpl'l1J. inc; 
thut ,;ould. be u plc~U.tc curd J. or con..;ressmen to sit.;n t:nnouncinlJ his 
commit tment on the ch::tllEmt:;e. 

The :;.·ollotling is the t<nt u~reell upon l'or the petition und plede:,e 
cord: 

Deer Congres::~mun ( m.•1:1e) . ~ ' . _ ..... .... · ~~-~ -· ---- _ ...... 

to bel:Leve:'·tllQt thE~ honoJ~ or thu Hoilse of Representatives of the 
United States and the integrity of our system of government is deeply 
compromised by the presence of qongressmen from the State of Mississippi 
who are there by vj.rtue .of elections that are conducted in blataht 
and notorious viole~tion of the requirements of the Constitution of 
the United States of America. 

We, therefore, urge! you to do all in your power to support the 
Challenge brought by the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party and vote 
to unseat the congressional delegation sent to the US House of Represen­
'jjatives from the State of Mississippi until such time as a delegation 
elected in free elelctiom:, open to all and conducted in accordance 
with the Constituti,qn, is sent to the Congress from Mississippi. 

SANPLE PLEDGE CARD 

I pledge tp vote for the unseating of the Congressional Delegation sent 
to the v.s, Hc>~se of Representatives from the State of Mississippi until 
such time as ~ delegation elected in free elections, open to all people and 
conductc;d in accordance with the Cons,tituion, is sent to Congress from 
that state • 
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