July 30, 1965

“In Eg&%éa}'ﬂegggg' s demonstrations are:-stepping up and a call has
gone out for people in the north to joim in these demonstrations. -
Several Congressmen are planning to go on a brief tour of SW Oas projects
early next week. Today, in Americus, Negroes will hold.three demonstrations.
Last night Lester Maddox spoke at a rally sponsored by the Vhite Citiszens
Council. *ension in the town hes mounted since the killing last Wednesday
night of the 19-year=old white youth,

In Baker County, Ga,, the white man who assaulted Charles Sherrod last

week had Sherrod arrested for assault and battery and attempted murder.

This arrest occurred on July 29, and is Sherrod's second arrest of the week.
He is still in jail. Demcrstrations are being held in Newton (Baker

Co,) and representatives from the Hational Council of Churches are in

town. . J

SHCC i3 ur thet federal mm brought in Eoutl;.tmat feorgla .
iing 1ine

o restore order, 8 who were arrested on
in the white be released imm .
| federal c has ordered their release, they are still in jail), and
that officials who allowed the segregated po places in the past elec-
on arrest Tosecuted uraer the federal statute which they
olat stead of an "investigation," w he federal government
has promised). The Justice Department has admitted that segregated
polling places violate federal laws; however, federal offtcials are
typically reluctant to enforce their laws where the rights of Negroes
are involved. _ .

although

PLEASE PRESSURE THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT FOR FULL PROTECTION OF THE CITIZENS
OF SOUTHWEST GEORGIA, Prior to the killing of the 19-year-old boy last
Wednesday, the Negro community had been terrorized by whites riding through
at high speeds. VWhites had thrown rocks at the demonstrators, and at

the Tuesday night demenstration a menacing mob of 500600 whites

stood opposite the demonstrators, Also on Tuesday night two SNCC

workers, Bill end Emory Harrie, were fired at about 17 times,

Last year, in March and Navember, civil rights workers complained to the
Justice Department and to the FBI about segregated polling places and
there was no action. rh
The Justice of the Peace, Jif Southwell, whoge election on July 20 we
consider illegal, has twice beaten civil rights workers in the court

- 'house in Americus in the past year. The gpecial squad of state troopers
which Governor Saunders called in to Southwest Georgia called "the Blue
Angeles," is the same group of cops which beat heads and jabbed demon-
strators with cattle prods ZI,?'lft’L;y;e.ar. For ;hﬁ;e_and. many other reasons
the local peovnle in /Americus despair of any help from any daw, .. o
enforcement officials, '3

In McComb, Mississippi, t’hg MFLU has .organized the maids at the Holliday
m "37¢ an"heur, As many as 30 demonstrators have picketed
at the Holiday Inn demanding a legal minimum wage and longer lunch hour
(they were getting a 15 minute lunch hour and had to eat in the back of
the kitchen)., One porter and five maids are now on strike. City police-
menhave escorted scab lsbor through the picket line and about 30 city,
county and state policemen stend arcund and watch the demonstration. Ihe
cops say they have to protect the property of the Holiday Inn. Protests
and indignant inquires at your local Holiday Inn would be appreciated
by tg; Meleomb MFLU, So would any other community action you could
organize.
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In Washington, DC, the Clerk of the House has officially sutmitted to the
Speaker Eg Eli! House the printed depositions--everything submitted by the
FDP was printed. The Challenge is now officially in the hands of the House
Subcommittee on Elections and Privileges. So far enough coples of the
depositions have been printed for the Subcommittee and later copies will
be aveilable for each House member. The authority for printing mare
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copies (for the public) rests with the House Administration Eﬂtmﬂit-tﬂﬂ, and
although the Clerk's office has received requests from thousands of people,
copies may not be available unless continued pressure is applied to
individual Congressmen and to members of the House Gmmittea on
Administration.

HOUSE COMMITTEF ON ADMINISTRATION:

Dems . Reps

Burleson, Tex. (Chmn,) Lipscomb, Calif,
Aghmére, SC * _ Corbett, Fa. :
Fridell, Md. Chamberlain, Mich,
Hays, Ohio Goodell, NY #

Jones, Mo, Curtin, "Pa. #

Thompaon, NJ Devine, Ohio #*

Abbitt, Va, * Erlenborn, I11,%
w:;ggannar, La.# Dickinson, Ala.
Perkins, Ky. # s

Dent, Pa..
_Eiihﬁénd; Fla.s =

Nedei, Mich. (# indicates member n!' Euhamﬁ.tt&e
Brademas, Ind. on Blections and Privﬂnges.]
Davig, Ga.#*

Oray, I11,

Hawiine, Calif.

E&nghm, H?- .

If you live in one of these Congressmen's districts, please begin another
letter-writing campaign to him--urging him to see to it that more copies

of the depositions are printed up. If not, write to your individual
Congressman sgain for a copy of the depﬁaitims and ask him to see to it that
enough copies are printed up so that all the people who want to be fully
informed about the Challenge can read the evidence inthis case. BStepped

up pressure around the challénge will be needed during the next few weeks.
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In Mississippi during the next few days, FOP workers are canvassing far
voter registration under the new voting laws passed by the state assembly
and are planning Freedom Days throughout the state. The purpose of the
Freedom days is to show that, the people will want to register and to vote.
On August 17th a state-wide rarﬁrmdm will be held on the new, wting, laws
which will, probably become smendments to the state constitution. FDP is
supporting the passage ﬂf the amendments.

Lists of grievances and petitions demarding the unseating of the white
Mississippi Congressmen are also being cireculated among the local people
in preparation for the last days of the challenge--which should be arcund
the last of August. Over 1,000 Mississippians are planning to come to
Washington to stand vigil durﬁ.ng these days. Please don't forget to help
them get there. Coples of the enclosed Nation article are available

in bulk from the Washington FDP office for circulation in your community.
Printed copies of the Christian Century article are also available from
Washington FDP, 26 Pannﬂylvania Avenué SE, Washington; DC.

Mar t -Lauren
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