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July 27, 1965' 

Dear Friends of SNCC: 

We 're sorry that no information mailings could go ou~ t o you l ast week. 
The truth is that there was no paper in the office to hav e t hem printed 
on--and no post age money in the met er. SNCC' s finances ar e in sad 
shape, and we hope that everyone is working hard on fundraising s o tha t 
we can c arry on. 

The depositions for t he Congressional Lhallenge have yet t o appear. 
According to the Clerk' s office , the proofs have been r eturned to the 
printer. The Cl erk's office says they have received "thousands of 
r equests for copies of the deposit ions but ther e wo~'t be enough to go 
ar ound" (work out!) We should demand that more copies be printed up. 

Since it has become obvious that this s ession of (.;ongr ess will extend 
on into the f all, it appears that MFDP is again getting the run-around-­
all s orts of del aying t actics r egarding the printing and t he Challenge 
ar e being tried by the adminis.tration. For this r eason, we ar e asking 
that PRE..SSURE CONTI~JUE ON CONGRESSMEN FCR 1) copies of the depositions 
and 2) that the Challenge be brought to th e Floor of the House as 
quickly as possible. 

Plans are underway already in Mississippi . to brirtg 1,000 Mi ssis sinpians 
to Washingt on to lobby and to st and vigil during t he l atter part of the 
Challenge . You will r emember that l ast J anu;:r y the pr es ence of the 
Mississippi ans had a profound ef fect on many Congressmen who wer en't 
quite sure how they would vot e . 

AT THE LAST SNCC EXECUTI VE COMMITTEE MEETING, THE ·cOMMITTEE VOTED TO 
COMMIT SNCC'S FULL RESOURCES TO BRI NGING THE MIS~IS~IPPI PEOPLE TO 
1-/ASHINGTON DURING THE LAST PART OF THE CHALLENGE- PROBABLY TN AUGUST . 
\\IE ARE ASKI NG FOR YOUR HELP. I T IS VTt'Rv POSSIBLE THAT THE MISSIS~IPPIANS 
l~'ILL BE SENDI NG OUT A CALL FOR THEIR FRIENDS IN THE NCR TH TO JOIN THEM 
I N WASHINGTON I N THIS CRUCIAL VI GIL. You can help now by sending your 
contribution to t he Challenge_ Trip to the~Washington FDP office, 926 
Pennsylvan1a venue, SE , Washington; DC. 

Yester day, t he Senat e vot ed 78 t o 8 to confirm James P. Coleman to the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Those Sena tors voting against confirmation 
wer e : J a.vits, NY; Har t , Mich; Cas e, NJ; Cooper, Ky; Dougl as , Ill; 
Morse , Ore ; Nelson, wise; Proxmire, Wise. Thanks again f ar all your har d 
work t o oppose this appointment. 

On 4ugust 17th t he r e will be a stat e-wide r ef er endum on the new voting 
l aws passed by the Mis sis si ppi l egislature (see SNCC r es ear ch memo: 
'~ississippi Legislatur e--Old Wine in New Bottles). 

Fr eedom, 

Esther, Margaret, Bet ty, Shirley 



July 24 -- This afternoon 500 people marched to the county. <!o~thouse and Jail. 
They had four demands : (1) re.).ea~e the four women arrested at the poJ) ... s anq 
drop the charges. (2) yoid the. election for J~stice o; the Peac~ (J) ·proyide 
complete police prot~ctiori for ciyil rights . activities (4) op~n the voter 
r egistration ofr"i~e w~th Negro registrars:, dur~ng pol,lrs that 'Negroes can get there. 
At present it closes at 4 and is open during working hours oiily~ 

July 26 -- 1100 peoplejust participated in a march from Allen Chapel to the 
Sumter County courthouse. The purpose is to get the four ladies ont of Jail; 
protest segz:egat.ion in church . (on Sunday, four peqple w.ent to an _all-white 
church and '<vere re~us.ed admi~tance).. The march YJtl.S led. py SNCC; SC~ .~nd 
local ministers . · There · vtas · no violence. Sta~e , , Cijiy. and county police. ·were 
around. They ar,e demanding that if Sherif,!' . Fr~d Chapp13ll. doesnt t d~.op' char~es 
and release the f ourwom.en by toino'rrow ~5,. they-will. ~et-'IW,n- te- the Courthouse 
and have an all- night .campmeeting on the ' courthouse lawn. · 

1. Wri i;e or . wire cong'ressme.n; call your friends t 'o do the S?me. Congressmen 
should be urge9 to as~ the Justice Department .for immediate action to secure 
the r elease of those in ij3il in. Americus. and to file suit: enj~ining local 
police from the brutal tactics in Baker · Coimty. · 

2. llri.t~ ar;¥i . wir.e. the Justi.ce . . Department directly. 
. : . 

3. Request ~hat n~ws·pape.rs ;i..n ·your area carry full stories_. on what is happening 
in Southwest G.eorgia. . If this does; not occur, begi.n a lette.r y.rriting. c~mpaign 
to the editor. 

4. Get the informat~on on Americus and Baker county .out to as-- large a . group 
as possible •• ~ set up information tab:)..es, prepare l eaflets ?.nd .distrib\1-te t hem 
at busy c?rner:a, :1;1~1~ 1 a rallz. ' 

5. Baker _County has 9alled for -Northerners to demonstr9-te with . them July · 
28 througl:l .o!uly 30 . . ;Recruit people from Y?ur communitY:,to go doV'In there. 

6. 
, • •. , , I 

Ask for money ••• we barely have enough paper to get. ihi~ mailing· .to .y'ou . .' . 
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