
VOTER REGISTRATION: A l1E/~S TO COl'JMUNITY POLITICAL POWER 

A new federal voting rights bill has been pas sed by the Senate, end 
a similar bill will soon be passed by the Houso. When tho final 
compromise version of this bill is signed by the President, many 
of the specific obstacles to Negro voter registration in the South 
will be either modified or removed. Consot{quently, it is tho opinion 
of CORE that further attempts to register voters under the old 
laws would not bo useful, arrl that actual registration of now voters 
should await passage of tho new Act• 

However, since voter registration work involvos much moro than 
taking potential voters to tho registrar, arrl since work on voter 

, registration is not meaningful unless it is dono as part of a · 
broader program of c onmuni ty organization arrl political develop
mont, much can be dono while awaiting tho passage of tho Act, sooo
timo in tho middle of tho summer. 

Since tho now Act will inv~lvo many chapgos in registration pro
cedures, CORE field w!J.r'kors should keop informed of the provisions 
of tho now Act, of tho stops taken by local officials to comply 
with tho now Act, and stops which may bo takon by stato governments 
to circumvent tho provisions of tho Act by lawsuits or other means. 

A voter on the rolls who doo.v{sn' t uso his voto offoctivoly is of 
little usa in tho civil rights struggle. And tho most rapid and 
officiant registration of largo numbers of Negroes in a community, 
so that thoy can usc their votes t~ chango tho power structure of 
that community, is achieved only when registration is part of a 
general program of community political orgm ization and education. 
Tho CORE workers' job is to help build a meaningful Negro politi
cal structure, of which registered v oters arc only a part. 

Cons e quently, r egistration projects should b egin with the discovery 
of local political loaders, and ofproscntly functioning civic or
ganizations in tho Ne gro ccrmnunity. Their underlying principles 
and their militancy, more than tho number of members in any ono 
organization-. will dotormino which organization CORE chooses to 
work most closely 'ltlli. th, if thoro is a choice. Ideally, CORE should 
bo working t'or an oxisting organization, at lonst f ormally. This 
is most impor•tm t wbon wor ko rs bogin contacting merribors of tho 
c P lHH'lCtt.ll'l;y. 

To begin a vo t or r e gistration pr o j oct, tho CORE worko rs wi 11 noed 
to have availabl n p erso nnel t o do canvassing, an assembly place 
f or votor' s clinics arrl meetings, and transp ortation if tho Negro 
community is largo or "SCatt e r e d. In arons wh ore harrossmc nt moy 
occur during canv s ssing, th oughtmay havo to bo given to protection' 
of canvassers. 

Canvassing should consist, not maroly of an attompt to locate, in
terest arrl train unrogiatorod memb ers of tho community, but a mora 
general survey of tho community which can acc omplish soveral goAls 

. at onco. Cit izons should b o tlppl' Ct1 eh (•d hy Negr o or int; <:~ l'l•ooial 
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teams, if at all possible , sufficie ntly sm all in size (2 or 3) that 
they will n ot intimidate tho community memb er, who intr oduce them
salvos as affiliat e d with tho l ocal sp ons oring civic organization, 
an organizati on mora likely t o b e kn own to tho community residents 
th an is CORE. Canvass ers sh ould atte mpt t o e licit the individual's 
:Jwn opini ons on his c ommunity, its needs, prcblc ms arrl structure, 
and his uwn sp e cific c omplaints of discrimin ati on. They should try 
t :::J disc ov e r th os e ar e as in which tho individual would b e come activo 
in e ff e cting changes. They should locate pot e ntial loaders at both 
adult a nd y outh l ov ols, th ose who could bo activo on a c ommunity-
w ida l a va l, a nd tho so with l oss oxporionco or c onfide nce m o we uld 
be willing t o s e rvo as lc aders on a block level. Thus tho survey 
will pr ovide data nee ded t o d c tarmino which c ommunity programs will 

inv :::J lvc largo numb ers o f p e opl e , and kn owledge of tho local resi
d e nts wh o c an carry out these pr ogr ams. 

Canvassing must bo l e arne d by do ing; h oweve r, in gene ral tho CORE 
WORKER CONDUCTS INTERVIEWS l'-10RE BY LISTENING THAN BY ASKING QUES
TIONS. Ho trios to involve tho int c rviowoo in c r nvorsati on in 
th os e ar e as of great e st pers on al c oncern nnd c m ~' tional involve
mo nt. Ho tri os t o making voting a rrl tho do volppmc nt of the Negro 
voting p 0tonti al, mom ingful in t e rms of tho s o pe rso nal nee ds 
and c oncerns of tho citizen. When an individual oxprossos int e rest 
in acti on, tho CORE wo rker att empts t o got specific c cmmitmc nts 
fr om him, t o a ttont a mooting or A vo ter's clinic or o ven to j oin 
tho wnrkor in cnnva ssing, · A' .c ommunity survey f o rm should bo filled 
out whil e c a nv assing, with r e c ord of tho nanuc and addre ss of o vary 
individu Al visit ed. Full n ot e s on e nch individual should bo made 
during and a ft e r each h ouse visit. In g ener al, it is best t o taka 
a f ow n ot os ns p ossibl e in the proso nce of th o intcrviowo o in order 
not t o constrict his fl ow of c onversation. Houses at Which n o ono 
is h omo sh ould bo returned tD a t a late r dat e . 

Succe ss in c anvassing is n ot me asured by tho mumb or of individuals 
c ontact e d in a day. Tho IDrko r should stay a s l ong as h o needs 
wi. th ea ch individual. Romombor that the pars on whom y ou are int er
viewing has washe d tho dirty linen of the white c ommunity f o r a 
l ong timo: he kn ows a gro at deal mora than ho is tolling y ou. 

While canvassing proc cods, th o CORE worker should sot up a vot e r 
r ogis t 1· ati on clinic, to b e run c oncurre ntly with canva ssing during 
tho day if o n::> ugh l ocal interest e xists a nd enough staff aro avail -
abl e , or in t he o voning . Tr ansp ortati on and babysitting arra ng ements 
may h a ve t () b o mroo t o all ow s cmo po oplo to att end tho clinic. In 
so ma c ases, training may havo to bo d ono in th o h ~)mo, or on tho j ob 
during ~ ff h ours, rathe r th a n a t a ce ntral n ssombly pl ace . Tho 
vot e rs' clinic c onsists pr!bma rily of tr a ining in the c orre ct me thod 
of filling out tho r og istrati on f orm f o r tho particu1:'1 r p arish or 
c ounty, and t a king tho c onstituti onal tost, if ono is required. 
Workers must havo c opie s of thc so f o rms, and bo familiar with regis
trati on pr oc e dures. 

Howe ve r, tho opportunity t o oducat o pooplo in p olitical acti on a t 
v ot ers's clinics shoulrl n o t bo pass e d np~ os p oclal1y wl th thos o who 
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so om t o havo l o adorship p ot e ntial or strong motivati on f or acti on. 
1-\. t tho clinic, m any po0plo may also app e ar who f or ono r o as on or 
anothe r (such as illit e racy) c ann :::) t qualify t 0 vot e . Tho CORE 
~D rk ors will h a vo · t o woighwhc thcr or n o t tho y sh <J uld sp e nd time 
with t ho s e pooplo , a ft e r m aking the ir l eg al situ ati on clo ar t o th oro. 
Si nc o th o w ork ers a r o aiming a t c ommu.nity supp ort and 1 arg o turn
out s in p olitical a ctivities, a s wall as successful r egistration, 
tho y may c :Jnside r cll omo of the ir time wall spond on po oplo vb o havo 
high mcJ ti vati on, a s thoy may be 8nl o t o serve the moveme nt in othor 

ways th a n b 7 v oting . 

Vari ous ot he r t ypo s of me eting s will o ccur during tho vot e r regis
tr ati on pr o j e ct. Th o canvass ers a r o b a st ;::; rganiz od by sh; rt s e ssions 
bo f or o And a ft e r tho d ay's c an v a ssing , a t which the ir movomonts 
c an bo plan n od in ad vanc o , a nd tho mat cri als t hoy h a ve g ath or od 
c olloctod a nd c oor d inat ed. CORE volunt ee rs must b o urge d t o write 
up a ny use ful inf ormation the y havo g ather e d on pro jects, aroas of 
discrimin8ti ::m, e tc., Rt tho e nd C~f o ach day. Long e r s e ssi ons 
o va ry f ew days or s o a ro us e ful; osp ocai.lly in tho e arly phaso of 
c anvassin g, in discussin problems mot in int o rviowing and p erfe cting 
c a nva s sing t e chnique s. 

In additi on, the train g in of futuro canvass e rs fr om tho local c om
munity should be unde rtaken, e ither at tho v ot er's clinics, in 
s pa cial moo t i n g s, <)r by tfk ing out l :; c a l v olunt ee rs t o acc ompany 
COREw or ko rs during canvassing . L 0 c al students a r o useful f or this 

j ub, as thoy m·)st oft e n h avo th o fr oo timo and e ne r g y t o dovoto to 
it, but adults shcmld n ot b o L'Vorlo okod. 

Na tur ally, ma ss mee ting s t o e xpl a in tho purp o s e of CORE's pr o jects 
and t o e ngondor e nthusi a sm in tho c ommunity will bo h ol d , in c oop e r
ati on with CORE's sp ons oring ::> r gan iz ati rm, if thor o is one . Can
vasse rs ca n urgo citize ns t o att cmd such mee tings, a n:l gat n th eir 
sup p ort f or a ny ::>thor mass acti Dns, during their daily visits. 

Onco sufficion survey ing h a s b oo n d on o t o unc ov e r p ot onti el l c ad or-
8:1 ip a nd p r :1misi ng a r oa s o f pr o j e ct int or ost, tho CORE work ·rs 
sh r·uld b e g in t o e nc ourage tho f ormati on ') f bl ock Org aniz a ti ons, 
using tho lists cJ f int nrost od individuals gathor od during canvas
sing . Thus, bl ock or ganizati ons sh ould ide ally be g in t o dovol op 
in s e c ti ons of the c ommunity a s tho y a r c c Dvo r c d by the c a nva ss ers. 
W:'l·lw rs will of c :::u rsa all ow bl ock or ga niz ations t o d oci do on th o 
ar oa s of ch ango t ho y wish t o t a ckl e , but will a ssist the m in 
c oor cHngt:iug tho i:r 0ff orts with othor b l C) cks, and in choo sing 
off octi vo nw ns t o t h ni r [\:Jals. 

Tho fin ol st age in tho v ot or r og i str ati on pr o j e ct is, of c ourse , 
h a tting p o:::!plc t o tho r eg is t r ar, and e v e ntually t o tho p olls. CORE 

worke rs should fin d out wh 1t the y c a n ab out tho beh avi or and atti
t ud e s of tho r eg istrar. Thoy sh 0 uld plm r egistration visits ca re

fully , s g nding r oa s cnably wall-tr aine d p c··t c nti al v o t e rs. Trans-
p ort ati on may h a vo t o b e arr nngod t o go t p eople t o And fr om tho 
Rogistr nr' s Of f ice and tho p olls. De tai l e d in fo rnw ti o.n must b e 
k opt on ea ch p ot e nti al r ce_: :i. fl t,l· t:.m t. :1 0 t.h n t; jt oon h o usnd t o ir!v ok o 

int orvonti on z:>f F od or al 



izatLn :f bLcl~ and area ):•litical unlts. I'inally, :~t serves .::sa i.l ueans ·A 

rights m;_.vc:::cnt in ccncral. 
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