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500 AR..Jtr:S1'ED DJ JAC'<SOl'l , . ·rsSI 3SIITI 
The Mississipni State Legisl at ure had scheduled a s~ecial session at noon, June lu. 
The ~~p had called for peonle from all across the state to come to Jackson to 
nrotest the meeting of t he Legislature on the grounds that it was n~ chosen 
by all t he peoj le, and therefore had no ri~ht t o sit and pass laws ar.d also to 
make knoYJn their desire for free and open elections following the passage of the 
federal voting bill. 

About 500 peorle gathered in Jacl{son that mor nin8 to orotest . Early in the morning, 
they gathered in the Morning Star Baptist Church, about a 11ile from the Ca--itol, 
to hear ~lrs. Devine say 111 'm the happiest person in Mississippi. , Je must start at 
the Stat e Ca!)itol. '"iashing-ton is i <Tinortant, but we must start her r , at home. " 

Around noon about 30 people l eft the church in cars for the Capitol . As soon as 
t hey got out of their cars, they were arrested. About the sa11e time, the rest 
of the group, about 450, began marching to the Capitol from the church. One 
block from the Capitol, large flat -bed trailer trucks topped with wire-cage-like 
enclosures suddenly appeared, and the nolice be-an arresting all the marchers and 
putting them into the trailers. About 100 peoDle "lent limp. Police beat some 
marchers v'lith billy clubs, so that three :>eo·.,le had to have their heads stitched up. 

The marchers wer e all ta1(en t o the Jacl~son St ate Fai r gr ounds where 472 ~eo')le 
were arre~ted and charged with denonstr ating without a permit. Before t hey 
marched they had been told that they would need a permit , but the marchers were 
marching under first amendment ri~hts of peaceful as sembly t o pr otest grievances . 
Those who went limp were also charged VJith resisting arrest . Altogether, some 
$50,000 bond money is needed. 

It is very imnortant that each cf y ;u see that as many telesrams as possible 
are sent to your r es>ective con~res smen pr otesting against these recent events 
in Jackson and showing how it is necessary that the Challenge be successful, as 
it is only with free and open elections that the Jackson law officials and 
1fississip~i legi slators are to be r emoved. 

It is imperative that each one of ,rou acts, as now YJith summer vacation the 
S·tPGng-s-upnort--we got-from ~tudent f' l Otx;:JS is '3oue and we--nrost -count-otr',:r.:n~---
of you as an individual. Pressure local newsapers to print what is now hau~ning 
in Jackson. 

GOV RID·iLNT PRI NTU1G FDP Dr;r oSI TI,....NS--
"Last- ·week .. t he-Cler1{ ar·t he House dec ided that all the despositions submit t ed 
by the FDP as evidence for the Challen~e will be urinted. The Government 
Printing office is now preparing the document and printing estimate is about 
t wo weeks . GPO plans are to print 10,000 co~ies. 

PeoDle in your area sho,,l d be asl(ed to write to their Congressmen for copies 
of the deposition evi dence. A carbon· of the letters should go to t he Cle k 
of the House. This, the JWDP hopes, ~ill acco~plish two t hings: 1. indicate 
t o t he House members t hat ther e is a ~reat deal of continuing inter est in the 
FDP challenge and 2. ho~efully speed U? t he ~rintin~ :>rocess - - and t hus t. he 
date when the House Sub- Ccmmittee on :a tlc tions wj ~l have t he evidence bef or e it. 

STATUS OF rlr'IJI!'::!l' ·rLL BOYCO.i'T- -
The I~Iayll demonstrat1.ons were ~roat - - the f1e '1onstration in Erie succeeeded in 
stopoing the ')lant f r om fumt.ioning for over t wo hours. The next day representat i ves 
from SCLC , the l ocal NAACP and sr:cc (our r epresentatives wer e college students 
v1ho refused to commit t Sl.TCC to anything) met nith deVitt , nres ident of Hammermill. 
At these ne~otiations deVitt r estat ed the i mnossibilit y o£ moving out of Dallas 
County and said that he v10uld do all in his ~ower to see that voter r egist r ation 
was increased in Dallas County. A t wo week moratorium on the boycott was called • •• 
although we had not formally agreed to these negotiat ions, we r efr a ined from 
issuing act ion memos out of t he Atlanta office on the Hrummermill boycott . Since 
then we have had no tangi '--le evidence that cleVit t is acting in good faith. He 
had said that 200 Ne r,roes were processed for re~istration on l~y 17 but we were 
not allowed access to his source of infor 1ation. The Dallas County Voter's League 
had only found 18 Neqroes t o have been r.ef!istered on May 17 and has VIritten deVitt 
to that point . 

The Sl'!CC Executive Conmittee me t Hemorial Day weekend and it was decided then that 
v1e would r efrain from continuing to ·;:,ush the Ham.lllermill boycott . There were 
several reasons for this decision: (1) we want to put every effort into t he 



Challen,.e for now and (2) pur . whole. inenerience in dealing with an economic 
boycott ••• we just don 1t kn·ow exactly '\':hat direction to take now ••• if you have 
any s~gestions, they will be . a~:r~reciated. . 

So we have not officially declared the boycott over, we are only refraining 
from further action for no,.l. '!Te urge that you continue to ·1ush on the 
general Alabama bo~rcott. . . .. 

WASHINGTQ!T LOPJ3Y 
The first session of the '.7ashington Lobby is riow going on and seems to be 
very good. Right ·now orientation sessions. of the Challenge, the voting 
bill and how to lobby are being held. Later in the week the students will 
go to Capitoi Hill and be~in their individual lo'b~i ng. .Vie hope that more 
of you will be ab+e to attend the secoqd session, which begins June 24. The 
costs for tne 10 day session are $25 ••• you will be staying in homes .in the 
community. · If you are interested in attending, nlease ~rite Ruth-Howard at 
the Atlants S~~C office immediately, 

M MISSISSIPPI FREWOH LABOR UNION---
The MFLU has been expanding in tremendous numbers ••• there are now over 1800 
workers on ·strike in the Delta, enclosed ·you will find a background paper 

.. , 

on the MFLU • . Some people have asked to what extent is SNCQ . involved in the MFLU. 
The anBWer is that Sl~C staff and volunteers who work, on. the projects in the Delta 
are helping in every way that they can. But, the .important point is that local 
people are runming the union, making policy, etc ~nd that alot of good new local 
leadership has .emer~ed .has aresult. This goes for northern support also, the 
local peonle are making their own contacts -- writing directly to people in the 
North to ask for food and clothing. · If UFLU members write you saying there is 
a need, then t here is a need. And, beforfi{ any-thing j,.s sent, you sh.ould be in 
touch directly "lith ~lFLU me~~er~ in the Delt.~. · · 

·.• 
THE JUSTICE DEPARTI 17 :~1T At'D TI.ffi PJ-.~LA.D~LP!-!IA A7 
JUne 20 iti.ffi be one year since tha_t nightwhen }:ichael Schwerner, James 
Chaney and ·Anc:re··· Goodman were murderer in lJcshoba County, Hississi...,pi. 
Still the Justice Department has f~lcd to indict Rainey, Price. and the 15 others 
who were res"Jonsihle for t hese deat hs. · -. . 

~ 

The Frankfurter Decision in the ·.-."illi?ms Case . of -1953. i~ · apparently the basis for 
civil rights law. In thi's case, J¥stice Frankfurter·, rule~ fot: the Supreme Court 
that in order to trv someone . under- Section. 2Ltl of the ;U.S. Code there had to be· . 
a charge that both ~ federally. protect.ed ·right ~uch .' as · due process-~and a · 
federally created ri~ht like those put into the constitution, freedom of speech, 
the rieht to vote, e tc., had been violated, · · 
On December L, 1964, the Justice Denart '"lent 'filed "informa1;ipn affidavits" before 
the U.S. Commissioner, Esther Carter. It is her job to hear these information 
a f fidavits and to set bond.She oismissed the evidence included in these affidavits. 
In these char ·es brought under both Section 241 and Section 242, the Justice 
Dept included the fact that both a federally protected ri~ht (that Chaney,: Ooodman 
and Schwerner's due process) and a federally created right (Chaney, Goodman, .and 
Schwerner's right to vote and right to encoura~e others to vote and the right of 
free speech had been violated, U S Commissioner Carter dismissed the affidavits. 

Then the JusticeDept attempted to indict the Philadelohia 17 under Sections 2L2 
and 2Ll before a ~rand jury .called by Judge Harold Cox. The Philadelphia 17 were 
indicted. However, in the · ~rand jury indictments, the Justice Department tid not 
include the fact that a federal~ created ri~ht--the rir,ht to vote and e~courage 
others to vote--had been violated. They left out the fact that these men were 
deprived of their lives because they were involved in voter re~istration work. 
Defense attorneys made a motion durin~ the brial that both charges (under sections 
2lU. & 21,2) he-dismiss.ea on-gr-Gunds that-t'lO-federally:-cr~riAAt baa been violated. 
Judge Cox dismissed the charges under Section 2Ll, the felony char~es, but did not 
dismiss the charges under Section ~42 which is a misclemeanor. 

The Justice Dept then ap~eal~d to the Supreme C·ourt to overturn Judge Cox's decision 
to throw out the felony char~es of Section 2Ll. The Supreme Court can's possibly 
hear the case until this cor.rl.n~ fall and ":'lrobably will wait until next year. They 
can either decide to unhol cl Ju0ge Cox and thron out the felonP.: charges or overturn 
Frankfurters decision of 1953 and overrule Cox. 

175 Jd:ORI! A'!.lRESTS n r Ji\.CKSON, JUNE 15, 1 P. ·:. includinr, Sl'TCC Chairman, John Lewis •••• 
please bel~ through t el egrams, letters and demonstrations. . . 


