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What is education?

Blucation, as Lovwisiana CORE envisions it, is not Just the acquisition of training
and knowledge for pregmetic ends. It is a dynanic, ongoing process which invelves a
growling self awareness, self expression and social consclousness on the part of the in—
dividual who has learned to question the world in which he lives,

COE® thus wishes to destroy the traditional concept of education. We are mot merely
interested in giving scmeone the opportunity to take courses vhich will fulfill reguire-
ments for & hizh school dipldis, %We do not consider our goal for this ipdividual to be &
satisfactory Jjob., Our concupt of cducation cannot be tied to so specific a program or so
concrete an objective. For indeed, vwhat in fact are ve to educate this individual for?
Into what society will he now be acceptedl? Once having arrived at such immediate goals,
to vhat does this individual look forvardl

Education mmst instead inwolve a&n attempt to question an established pattern of lifg
the wish to destroy the role vhich the Negro has traditionally played in order to survive
in the white man's world. Up uontil the present, education for a ¥Vegro has really neant
learning how to play a role, learning how to get along with "Mr. Charlie". It is now the
time for thie role to be disgarded. Feople must begin to believe that they are really
free to think of viable alternatives to their present way of life,

But i6 it more than just & role which mist be changed? Bducation, by its very
nature in the South must be phlitical and COHRE's conception of education implies a chal-
lenge to our society in general as well as to the individual within his own compunity. .-
For ideally, education leads to group partieipation, to the belief that " we can help
purselves”, It leads the individual away from attributing all decision making powers to
others, == he has in the past - to the Governor, the Hajor, the SBheriff or to the Dess,

T et in sach community, Wegroes are faced with terrific resistance from the outside com—
mnity. Despite certain significant symbolic legal gaine the Fegro is 8till confronted
with an immpwvable palitiecal, Bocial and economic societal structure, Once he realizes
this whers can he then turn?

Thus although CORE may help communitiss to meet particular educational needs, all
comminity activities are in effect part of the sducatipnal process,

What is the relationship between our gpals of educsation and COEE's entrance into 2 con—
minity in order to mobilisze its members to utilize all th g B 2 ble to
them?

Throughout the country today, Federal funds are one major source of assistance to
poverty striclen areas, Millions of dollara have been directed to such pegions by the
U.S5. Govermment, The attempt to beild the Great Society has led to the development of
anmerous programs such as Operstion Headstart, The Job Corps, BEnd ViBtA Vélunteeors.

It 1is obvious that CORE as an organigation could neverraiee the fundes necesesary to
engage in such large scale, long range programs, But should we then encoursage community
groups to take advantage of these opportunities? Will cur suppowt of such programe help
or hinder our own initial effortes towards our stated ggpele? If we are to involve gurselves
in such government andeavors how can we make good use of the various programs within the
community and yet not lose sight of our own prospectus for future CORE activity in
Lohisianat

To be specific, how can we work towards achleving our own ende by involving ourselves
in Operation Headstart, the pre-school progmam for culturally deprived children? This
program has been set up by the Government to provide pre— school &t raining and cexperience
for socially disadvant@zed children vwho will enter the first grade in the fall, The
Government has funded local communities who have submitted workable pre-school programs
and esach community Hebdstart Project is to be staffed and run by local people.



The Government has set up this program in order to mrovide educational benefits
for the children who live in these communities, But does COREls involvement in this
program stop with these educational benefita? How does such & program fit into CORE's
own present thinking about commun$ty organization and involvement?

Headstart provides a marvelous opportunity for CORE to work with local community
members within a program determined by the needs originally articulated by these very
people, At the same time,the nature of Headstart as a program involving large numbers
of children (1,100 in the three centers that CORE is directly involved in) provides a
ready=mads situvation in which parents can be brought together in order to discuss local
communi ty neseds,

Stapghton ILynd, has said that " it is a political decision for any parent to let
his child come to & Freedom School", In & similar fashion one might say that in any par=-
ieh in Louisiana it is & politieal step for a Hegro Headstart program even to exist, In
Concerdia Farish for-eyample, in Ferriday, 'where llegroegs are terrorized by the Klan (a
man was burned to death there by the Klan in February) Headstart will be the first sign of
any group organized by the loerl FeZro community., P laced in this perspective one can
readily see the political value of Headstart as an instrument to build up confidence in
the Fagro comminity,

More irportant, local community participation in Operation Headstart is political
vwhen such programe are run by people who sare not beholden to the ppwer structure, Under
such conditions, invelvement in Headstart is not just participation in & structure built
and directed by the Fediisl Covernment, People working together to make their own deci-
eionas in turn becoms involved in & very different sense, Though they are indeed a part
of Headstart in general, it is not in the traditional organizational sense ., It is only
under these conditions, vhen people zre uldtimatoly responsidle only to themselves, that
we can hope to provide a real challenge to present conditions.

In Claiborne PFarish for example, at & recent meeting parents began asking them~
selves certain questions in regard to their Headstart project. They were discuseing
how teachers were to be selected for the program. They concluded a2t this meeting that
somecne who wasilling to teach in the pre-schoel program but who wvas unwilling to Jjoin
the group at mass meetings, at demonstrations or in the planning of future commucity
action projects woudd be unacceptalble for a teaching position. Thoy Yased this decision
upon the belief that the teacher's job cannot be lifhited to: the teaching of the tradi-
tional subjecte taught to Hegro children in Southern schools today. The tacit assumption
implied in this decision ies that when an atmpephere is free for discussion and personal
expression,a whole way of 1ife is challenged by the teacher as well as by the child,
These parente thus see the role of the teacher in the Headstart program in terme of CORE's
coneeption of the educational process. Im such & community, Headstart is thus an instru-
ment of political education, @ key to the rest of the community. Parents aswell as child—
ren will come tofgether to share t heir experlences and ideas, The guestions they raise in
regard to Headstart will hopefully lead to others- about themselves and the world at large.

Frém these parents! meetings it is hoped that the group's activities will then
increase in scope. The initial Headstart parents' meetings may therefore lead to the
development of farmers co-ops, acult education programs, freedom school classes or to
any other dctivity that the community desires to initiste. Just as this vision of Head-
start involves much more than just the cfeation of & pre-school formal educational program,
the summer learning experience for each child is envisioned as much more than the mere
classroom situation. For it must be noted that since the Headstart progranm is only planned
to run for eight weels, the children involved will be faced in the fall with the very sort
of formal e ducation system which we hope & pre-school program will dramatically challenges
Thus it is most important that parents =8 well as teachers must begin to participate in
the wind of educaticnal process we desire if the program is to have any lesting value,





