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ST. TAt'IhL-UIT P).BISH 

Key Tovms: Covi n[;t on (perish sea:b ) 1 Slidell 

.Stat i stics: Total popn : 38, 643 ; Ne g ro v. a .pD: ~, 038 
'llhi te v a p · l G 0 ;:2 · 1 ~' 0-r-"' l ~v a D • ~, l 1070r 
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Neg roes regd : 2,642 ; whites reg d: 1 6 ,327 
Total regd: l8t 9 69 

(NarE: Total whites reg istered exceeds t h e fi.g ure for 
whit es of voting age! ! ) 

Contacts: 

l. Willis Re ed 
Box 282 
Coving ton 
8 9 2 - 2 157 (phone under wife's name) 
Phone him for directions to ho11e. He live s out in the countr-J ~ 

2. Eev . Atkins 
8 10 Lee Road 
892- 2 870 
Phone for direct ions. We didn 1t go to his hou se ~ 

3. lvir ~ Owens 
Coving ton- Rosenwald School 
Covin g ton. 

Co!'f'erences: 

l. J..Ir . Reed is president of t h e Citi~ens Imp r ov emen t As s ociat i on s 
which i s appa r ently a r e l o.ti ve l y new organizat i on . '.Ve foL'Ld 
him a ft e r two fruitless day s of · sea rch ing . He is a sal es1::an , 
and lik ely to be home only in the evening s. Hi s '.;rif e teac t~_e s , 

but see:as to have n othing to do wi t h h is v oter reg i st r a t i on and 
politica l activiti es. He i s not very well informed about e i ther 
the political structure or voter pot ential in h is are a . Ee i s 
a d.ii'f i cult p erson to v1ork VJith , a...11.d seems at best to be 2..11 

opportunist. He has be en accused of tak ing p ol i tic a l bri-be s 
in the last electiont and. we h ave little :rea son to d ou b t thi~ o 
He is new i n t he comnmni ty a.11.d by his own admi ssi on na s 
little, if a.11.y , mass support. He fe e ls t h at h e is ahl e t o 
ha..11.dle the s ituat ion without the as s ist; ance of oth er ou tside 
groups .. 

2. Rev . Atkins is l ocal head of the l'.fAACP Chapter. He is as 
scared a Tom as we h ave found in a l ong time.- He resents 
violently t n e loss of his position a s comliluni ty leader to lvlr .. 
Reed. , and c onse g_w.;mtly he nDw refuses t o do an;y-thing .. He, 
too, has been accused ot tal;:ing bribes , a..YJ.d vve again h a ve 
little :reason to d oub t this.. He vii ll not work with COEE. 

3 . Iv!r. Owe ns is As s i sta....YJ.t P r incipal of the Covingt on - Ro s en-
wald Sc h ools a:.J.d was i n tervi ewed at t h e school . Ee is v e ry 
sha ky

5 
anC. p r oba b ly woul d be no help to any voter r egi s t r ation 

drive in t he cor:;::rr:aun:i.ty. 
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!Economic life: 

VJe v1ere unable to ge·G much ii:ioiTiati.on in this area f·rom 
any of our contacts. 

Political lif'e: 

Political structure: .All-white elec·ted o:f:ticials ~ none 
of' whom seem to be particularly s:l!l.?atlletic t.nd at most seem 
ready to gra..."'lt only separate-but-equal :facilities.. There 
seems to be a good deal of political corruption. 

Evalua·Gion of' Negro communi t;r: 

The Negro co:mm:uni ty seemed to us is fragmented and 
apathetic. This may be due in part to the lack of honest, 
dynamic leadership. 

Voter registra tion, past and present: 

There have been voters leagues in operation for some 
time~ but their drives seened to hc.ve lacl:ed mass community 
involvement.. Galway Kinnell, CORE task force Y/orker, assisted 
1'.1r. Willis Reed in setting up a voter registration drive this . 
:falls providing him w·ith advice and material. F.:.r. Reed, 
however, requested that CORE not come into the parish at that 
time. 

Federal actionJ etc.: 

None ti1at we knov1 of. 

Feasibility of summer p~oject: 

We would not recomrnend St. Tammany for the Silllilner 
project~ The fragmentation in the Negro coi!lillm1i ty ~ the lack 
of any outstanding leaders, and the proba-ble cor.tuption 

• in existing leaders make this an im~ossible p a r i sh to work. 
Moreover, the community is probably too sopt.,istica:ted for 
a f ·reedom registration campaign. Because of all these fac
tors, we did not lay any groundwork :for surmner work. 

Progress toward desegregation: 
No appreciable prog ress has been made. 

Community at titudes toward CORE: 
The white community is afraid of CORE, as in most areas~ 

The Negro comraunity is, as best as we can tell, not ready f·or 
CORE, and the Negro leaders seem to view CORE as a threat. 

Submitted by, 
Loria Davis, I;:lim.i .F·eingold, and 

Howard T-.Iessing 
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