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UP TO THE WHI TE MAN TO LEAD THE FIGHT FOR FIRST CLASS CITIZENSHIP. 
HOWEVER, HE WAS CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED OF WHITE ALLYS DEDICATED TO THE 
PROPOSITION THAT ALL MEN SHOULD BE FREE AND EQUAL . SO HE HAS EXTENDED 
A HAND AS ANC I ENT AS THE SUN AND ALL RACES HAVE COME TO SWELL THE RANKS 
AND TODAY UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP THE N.A.A .C. P . CLAIMS A MEMBERSHI P OF 
MORE THAN 500,000. 

MY FELLOW CITI ZENS , I GIVE TO YOU THE EXECUTI VE DIRECTOR OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE , THE ROVING 
ADVOCATE OF THE LINCOLN BELT ; WHO LIKE AN ARMED WARRIOR AND A PLUMED 
KNIGHT HAS MET THE FORCES OF REACTION, BUT HAS NEVER LOWERED HI S ARMS 
TO DEFEAT. OUT OF THE NIGHT THAT COVERS HIM , UP FROM THE PIT FROM 
POLE TO POLE. I THANK WHATEVER GODS MAY BE FOR HIS UNCONQUERABLE SOUL. 
I N THE FELL CLUTCHES OF CIRCUMSTANCES, HE HAS NOT WINCED NOR CRIED 
ALOUD . UNDER THE BLUDGEONINGS OF FATE , HIS HEAD I S BLOODY , BUT UNBOWED . 
LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN, THE HONORABLE ROY \-JILKINS. 


