
A MEssAGE FRoM MississiPPI 

HELP US UNSEAT the 
"Congressmen" we never voted for! 
If nhnul\l one half of lhc \'citcl'li tn 

\ 'OUT ~btte Wl're ('.xttud ed Fn:~fll the 
~ otlng rolls. yrJU 100 ;;,··ould chall<!rl!o!t.' 
tlw -um~s.. elot.'iLod l'tJ n:pi'CSt•nt 
you h~· Llw half J)enniUt.><l In \'nit•. 

Thu lttt'1 that Wl! cpuld nQt VOCt• 
iu th.c last c-• l('ctiOrt:i is u m ttll'cr of 
public rec:ord. Tht.· J11'~trcc Dt ·l~art · 
mc~nt in it-s rn'i(' <tg•linst ~lhsis~ppl 
liay.~~; lhol mo,l 1,)( th~ eJe,:don .;t:;~ t· 
utt"S in Mr~:siss;ppt itrl' il'lleud<-·ll h') 
kt'C'J) 'II$ rr('l/11 \ l) ( fllg nnd tm· 11 01.,~»
.,t[tutiOnltf. 11w U.S C:ivil ni~hl~ 
Conuni.-..'Sion h;l.o; puhH$hed ib Snd
hlW: tllre t N(•gft't't In Mism!isippl tt.re 

t('rrorir.t"d 'md inUmidat••d by .. 1)\lb• 
lit: c-J rfldllh (Hid 1ulvnlt> JX'I'SOU, .. . md 
th.at '"th11 Stott• li£ ~fis:stS3oip J)l fo1 the 
PHI)iO.'it:' nr J)rt:\''.'111 in~ '~Jti'itm\IOn 
by !'\c>~ro~.:.~ 11.1.11 t.•niiNt•d 0\.'(•r clw 

p llSl 75 )C'rtr~ .. M_•rlu~ or laws • .. " 
Two ~cj)urnht d('llhrtmt.•nb uf tht• 

P('cltml (:\WC.l'lll(lf' l• t l!:n e fnund 
th~•t tht• dt.•tli.orJI S:\~t(!lll of M.Wis
Jippi i~ lu:tSl>tl Qn rh~ sy~1<-•m:ltic dis
t"l\fraut·hi!C••m,•ut of N••l.(r•W). W & 111'1' 
w;kit•Jt in Ot.lr c:lmlk•nJtl.~ to till.• Mi'l~ 
!li!'~.;Pl)i l luu:~r Cougmo;ional l~lr
patltlll LlhU tlw Congrt>So un~t.'al'i 

lhcm :uld ct~lls fur n•·w <'k"l"'·lcms in 
'~hid! \\1 t• will be !lbl ~> tu \'Ole. H<.•w 
nm tile- Con~n·.~ ttl)crlllt• mt•mbt"'',OI 
ho!dim; l>C'ltl<l wl10 !Ire• t'k'Ctc.-d fn1111 

11 -'M•U;oril !)( dl'\•ll<rf~ that thr rC'·fl.~ 
l'rllj !t0Vf'J1l0l('Jil i~cl( C:llls llU('Ol!~ 
stitntinnul? Th,;:rr tnn be IIQ furdu.'T 
pmof m•t<ik'tl llml J..liSIII~iJ'I >i'~ ••k'L-
1 ion $)'~ 1<'111 d<lt'S nc'll •m't't thr J't"-

•luircnlt'nt.: uJ.' llh· OIJH!>lih•lton 
We• k•-w•w th.•l It i~ oul)' wl~·u tbt• 

Ouu~l'rM l'l'iu~~ to ~<">It mt>J• t'lecltd 
f 1·•uH II A":\ltfll l IIL11 di)!.'(;rfmlu.lfl•~ 
,t.gt~ln..-1 n . ..: lhnt Mbsi,-.. .. ,pfli "'UJ tw· 
.J,•I'St~n\d 1!..1t lt IHW.t Obe-y ft.'tl~•mJ 
law. l11r Ci"il lti~ht$ Commission 
r>·r••rt• "~IISSISSII'I' I liAS llY PAll 
·m ~; l.()w~;.~T !\ATE Or NECI10 
n~:CISTliJ\TIO!o.' L:\' T HE SOUTII 
{I('~ thilll 7'11 ANO .HAS SUQWN 
\ ' IR1"l 1Af .. I ,Y NO IN'CBEASE IN 
SUCH ltECISTIIAT1()N .~S ,I liE· 
Slfi ,T OF THE Ei\'ACniENT Of 
rr:u r~ llAL. I\ ECISTI1 ATION 
1..1 II'S OESI(:N rm 1'() F:l.l \II· 
NATrc ll iSCIH\11 :ITION L~ 
\'O'D('i:C." 

\Vu ftot•l tltal tilt• onl~· \,\ 1)' hi l;J' t 

\lts,;ii.SIIJI11 hl -...-,.-uph- \\ ilh Lhl'l rl\'W 
\t1fl ll~ righh hill h If\ IIU'I,'\It 1111"1 
lldt.:Jt,ltliJn . 



AU the evM~ce such as that mentioned in this artiCle i• now being printed 
by the House of Representatives. The dtalle.nges will be before the L"nunittee 
on Elections by July 15th. 

All we need is sixty-sev~ more votes to unreat the Mississippians md bring 
free electlons !o Mississippi, How did your Congressman vote? You can help. 
Write or call your Cong~an today. Help organl7.e • group In your nclgb
borhood to keep in touch with your Congressman and ask him t.o vote f!lr un· 
seating. 

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS URGEND..Y NEEDED, TOO. 

W.jth 110ur Mlp we can end Mississippi's rat'ist pa!Jtical coon·ol. 

~d )'our contributions to the Mississippi Freedom DemO<:tatio Party 
926 J'ennsylvania Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

(ThA lollowlag ardclo Is n:prlotod wfth permission of'l"IIE NADON, Gopyright 196.;) 
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Five Seats in Congress 

'The Mississippi Challenge' 
The voting-rights blll w~kh Pre1t. 
dtllt John$on .sent to Congrts&: as 
;a. te&ult. ol 1ht, n:;u.km"• 11nger. 2n d 
hJs owo, over the c~Jous violence 
of Alabama state troope;rs at Selm.a 
and the murder o.t the Rev; Jantes
Reeb Is o hl$!011<: 1~ forward
but long o~ue "'"d faT from 
enough. (Sec '1:ht Rlgbr To Vote• 
Small Frulr of a Bold Promile" by 
Wllllam W. V11n Alstyne. The No· 
lion. April 19, ) 

That it b long 0\1trdu,e IJ eer· 
tnlnly no re;aton not to wekQtt'IO tt. 
That it ll far from enough It cer· 
tainly rea$0n to point out that the 
Admlnktratlon baa at haod. iC only 

Ct:or-,c SIAl(( f.l q ltnqt~r prqotld11R '" 
LD• AAgcl.c; and on of_ tkoJI wllo 
wlu11tt't'r~td "(or lht: Mt1tl3~i CJII.ot. 
kngf. 
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It wUI use Jt, a muCh more ~(fee· 
d~ way to guararuee the vote- to 
Negroes fn thtt South than this or 
oby other piece or leplollon that 
Cong,rew cou.ld pass; Tho.t IJ the 
"MI .. Isojppl Chollengo. • Jf iL ••e· 
~cis-and what l'i-esldenr John· 
son and hit Admtntatnulan do 
about lt may weD determine wheth· 
er or not it will tuC'Ceecl-lt wiiJ 
iUWd aa a. Jeuon forever to tba 
Southern statu that as km& a,. they 
pre\Ut Negl)lel !rom YOdnJ they 
~ In danaer of losing the!{ rep
rerentAdon ln Congre11. 

'Tho "Mlallilllippl Challenae· Is 
the contut-fllro on &he first d;y 
of Conpeos this yeu on btball of 
the MlaalalipJ>I F-'<lom DemC>
.,.odc Party-to rho rlshL of tho 
fiv• MlaiJiipPI Con-n to lit 

• . . . George Staff 

tn the Rouse of Repre~tatJves. h 
1! based on the alJeptlon thiH the 
Congres:smcn we.re .nomlnatea :~.nd 
eJected fn a prlmiU'Y and general 
eJ:ecdon from which Negroes .. were 
n!gularly -and sy5ttm:u.ltally ex
dueled by lntlmldaUon, ha:rasmumt. 
economic reprlsal , -property d:rmnge, 
tenor11.atJon . violence and Jllego.l 
and unconstitutional registr:Uion 
proc~dures ... 

What m chantoel o1 the Chal
lenge'• tuoceu? Good, 1( the na· 
tJonml fndlgnadon :arouted by SeJmn 
and ·its arrtonath cloeo nol cool off 
o• btoome apathetJcally .. tillfled 
'l'lth a n01Tllnal votlnr;·rl·gbts biD. 
Good. If the Cballong' 11 delt!r· 
mined on the ~ajJ of conditions 
as t.b~y exist in Alf&si$$1ppi~ as docu· 
tnenlod by ....,., J5,000 pages of 
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worn t~tlmony taker~ ln lb(l space 
or sb: wes:ktt 1n 2 'mode-rn m'IJ'3¢1e 
of lesal c:Uor~ Good, If lhc Admin· 
i5untion and che RepubUcan Lead· 
c:rwhlp m.oke the sli.chtcst effort 
when the: Challenge comes lO a 
vOte ln the. House to !iupport the 
14~ Oong~stmen who vorect on 
Jan uat)' 4. not even co lie'3C th~ 
tl11e Miss.issippb..nt utull lhf!! ChAJ· 
hmge w:,_s dec1dcd. 

Fedel'QJ law 8h'et the. eon· 
tUtll'US in .tuth a chalJeng.e the 
light to take tettlmony co su-pport 
their claJm. Tlu! l'aJdnc of that t.e_. 
tlmony has n<IW heel oomplet<d and 
hu gone forwa-rd to the:- Suboom· 
mtuee Ofl .Elecc.loi\J of che Hou,e 
CQ:mmhtee on Adminittr~arion. 'fTOm 
there lt wHI be rrportc:d out to the 
House l...,lr. The Mloslooippl Chal· 
lenge hat sc:atccly been _mentioned 
in the n;~tlon's press, but Drew 
PeMSOn aid rece:ndy, "The chal· 
Jenge ro Mls<i.solpp!'s Con~ru•m~n 
b cauS;tna such worry that Gov. 
Paul John10n bas calkd off a •~» 
t iaJ setaion of the state Je.ctel.a.ture 
odglnl&lly platlnt~d ID denounce the 
"""'civil rlghtl act.-

Under the FtdcraJ CGde. the Jaw· 
yen (or the Mlsoluli>pl Freedom 
n.tnoc:r4tlc Party bad only fortY 
dayt from January 4 10 whldl to 
tttthv the evidence to support the 
Challenge and put Jr into dtpOSI· 
lion form. Thlo dndllne preiented 
a ch:llknge of 1£6 own. for there 
were huncb;edo of wltnesoes. fn•nd· 
ly and ha.llk. to be lnoervU.wed, 
sur:nmanecl. -and exa.mlned. moun· 
Wns of voting n!C!.Ordt to be aone 
over a.nd an infinitude of declillt to 
be e:ovtrto:d properly. Any ordina.!)' 
loW}'er mlsb• be expected 10 call 
the undertaldnJ lmpqoolblo. but the 
lawyer• for the MlllllMipel F-rec
dom Democradc Party. beaded by 
WlJIJam Kurutler and Arthur Klnoy 
o.f: New York, Mcm.:tmer S\avfa of 
Newark, N.J .. llnd 11<m Smith and 
..Bruce WaJtter of New Orlram. ar.e 
not ordi:ollf1 hawye:tt. TO them. the 
Jmp<>,.lbld II almply routine In clvU 
ri8)lts marttn. 

By '"""'onal a~al. phone. w\..,, 
lette:r:- evuy form of. communJcll· 
lion I!XUpt the junf)e dnrm. and 
the 1IIDQke a1gnal- word went cue 
to tlie l:tw~ of the ~untry chat 
&here wu work to be: done- and 
faot - In !\IIUillllppl. Betw- tho 
mldcU.. of January, and appropdate
)y tnougb. Uncoln'o Blnhday, ntn .. 
ty-alx of them had Down Into the 
state- at lhe1r own expense, bad ex~ 

,.1 l1, 1965 

om1ncd bcuy;cen .500· and GOO wlt· 
ncs.ter 1n tblny coundH. and hlld 
takt:u 'PProxlmatcly 15.000 PllJes 
o£ testimOny, recorded by coon re
porters from ~uu:lde the suue who 
ha-d glJO \'OI1.1nt~ed ~ services·. 

In MliBii!Sippl. only opprQxlmate· 
ly 6 per ••n• or 1he ellJible Negro 
clt.lunt aro reghnered co vote. fo 
Panol:a C-ounty. up ln the north· 
west~n\ pan of tOO sta.te~ where 
Mike l.flwton or San FtiinclsCO. Roy 
latk<otlor Danbury, ""d I held bear· 
lnp durinJ the ....,k encljil&' )On· 
uary 12. only two Negroet ~h•d been 
perm1ttC!d to reafsll!l' from 1890 to 
19621 

The )'ear 1'890 b.. opec1al olll· 
nJflca~e In Miui$lippi history. It 
was then that tbe: white oU&uc.hY 
or the .. nate~ ~· some. "'Je.g.d• 
mean,. or disenfro.nchltln.g I he hair 
mllllon resis:ten:d NegrOet. Adopt:l!d_ 
a ntw CoosiJtutJ.cm whicll requlre<l 
th11t to be a. voter :1. -puson b:ad ro 
be able w "ftad any se<:tloo of the 
Consthudon of this t.tate ... or 
give • rruona.blr !nterprc.tatJon 
thereof," By ttr1ct applicadon of 
th!s t"r(f\li.n!:mcnt. vdtb unUmlted 
c1J.ic'fttlon in the ReglstrU ot 'Voter.t 
as to what constitutes a "'reason· 
able lnrerpo:otauon lberfof," mo~ 
thm 90 per ctnl of the NeJTQ c!U. 
~nrr of Mlub&lppl b today· hiln'ed 
from lhe polls. Appro>dman!ly ~8.· 
SOO Nogroc:• are r<gbwed In Mls
<ilslppl •• apln•t 51!5.000 while 
recfst:ri.:nta (who. as a ptacdcal 
mllUt.r, are not sub~ted to the 
test of cansdtu.donal eroditfon) , 
•llh<>UJII lhe Negro population of 
the- s utte: ill l:ppl'oximat~ly tw~ 
th1tt:li that of the wbtte. 

'The 1eot1mony In the Cbal· 
lence varied in detaU 1r.om county 
lo COUl\t)', but the ba•h~- pauttn 
was the ••me· Pa.nota County JJ a_ 
good O)tampko. of lhe sJtuatlOn 
throu3)tout tbe &tate.. 

The hudnp ,.,.,. held In •r...,. 
dom """"'·" the coro beadquar
ttrs ln Batetvllle. the councy ~at. 
Cl- 10 WO Negro m!denlt o! 
P.anola County were 1n the heartna 
room which ooulcl ..,..fombly hold 
all<>ut 150. 'Ihe oorrldor our&lde was 
1>0<ktcl .. n and rwelve deep with 
Negroes who had c,ome: from all 
ovet the count)' · to liJ.ten. Outttde', 
at each of the elaht windowJ, open
tel a trifle at the bottom, NeJllOM 
atood oo tiptoe. three. and four detp. 

1\obort J. Mu ... one of the 1ead
e:rt ·m Ne•ro voter re&istntion Jn 
the county and a . loundu of the 

NcJm~ Voter~ L:oguc and the Free
dom Otmocratlc Pmy, was the. fit* 
wltnelii. Miles lS ;a qufet, de~ 
mined. f~le .. man, 50 years old, 
whose house Wtl" bombed twice 
last summe.r and sbot tt many 
ti.rni!1. He spea·k• so(-tly but finnly. 

He unhe<ilatlngly told at condJ. 
dor:u; In P:&no1il Coumy OYfH" l.ho 
_yrll.l'5- the. ft"llr~ the l.bTC.all. tht: 
barnssment . the lnti:m.ldarto_n. the 
cvlct.lons. the camom.Jc upl"iAlt 
thai had aii\'OY.J effeetlvely otopped 
N~o voter ngbtrailon. He spqke 
of the •oarby days"-rbe dark P<· 
rlods when Sherif£ Dlltby bad ruled 
the oounty hom I 951 ro l955 and 
agllln from 1959 to 1963-and of 
th• b.alln&a and JdWna• of Ne
&l"'e$ that marked. DarbY• rclgn. 
The hlatUI betw~n Darb,-, &ennl . 
of offJce and the ract th:u he it not 
now shedtf SU"e due to n. Mlulsdppt 
law th1U pn:vepts v~rio,us ofJicln.la 
£tom su~J thtomtelvet . 

Miles Stolte! tbAI 1be Negroet in 
P:anol11 County, at well •• til the 
ce*'L of the ltate, bore vtvfdly :in 
mind the death of the Rt'·erend 
l.ee In Belzoni on<1 the klllln$ of 
a Mr. Smith on the counhoute steps 
down Jn the southea.scem part of 
the ttace. 8oth bad expressed the 
dt-t6'm.lna.rlon to vote. He tOld of! 
the can(eUadon of aJI h\s lnsurance 
after- hJg Urst atttmpc to repster 
and of c.hcr-threat tO klll hlm m.ndc 
to hiS nelghbOl'. MriL Caldwl!ll. 

Thnt pressure from pucstde 
ond puttlnJr Milllls<ippf In the Q>OI· 
ll¥ht of national tltttJ)tlOJ\ bave
sotnt value became ~vfdent when we 
wem 10 oee Sheriff Hubbard 11 the 
end of the day to tell hJ.m that 
we. expected no harm to come to 
our wltnH&es. He: U!lu.ted ua that 
he would have depudea ~"''"'lUng 
In lhe neighborhood• whm the wll· 
nes~' Uv~d ~md that he had :d. 
ready a.n:anged a meetlng that 
evenlna: with some of the plmtta. 
tJon owoen and_ othrtrs to teU ~ 
that there were to 1>t- no repri,al;. 
This 110llcllude rdlt<!ltcl the word 
th•.r had come down from former 
Go"'m"" Col<nwl, rtpreaentlng 
tbe Congreasmen, that there were 
to be no lnclden11 dudnJ the Chal· 
l~nge becaute ot the reatdon out· 
side Mississippi. 

Rowovor. It lo enlltely Ukoly 
that the mammt the spot)jght lo 
rumed off. the ~~that baa been 
commonpl•ce In Mlsoluipp) for 
genera Ilona wlll be uqlushed again. 
Las rban a "eek after wo flnlobed 
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tokln• t .. tlmony, the COFO b .. d
quartrrt h\ t.aurd. Ml.u.-. wat bum· 
ed oo the P'OU•d. A few days Ilion. 
ol1e bw!line In the Lot A1t~f<J 
TIIH'I .,.... a llOry of 1M beadop 
held by llle U.S Civil RIJho Com
minion reach •MasnUtPPI 'SA v· 
A.CDY' Suoc.:s 1\Jc.tn-s Pao•n~ 
Co"""l"fo" llton SWOnt Tt-4tl
monu of flogqfngt cmd Sloyb1gs of 
N~grw• ... Early ln Marcb. Tlt.t New 
Yor• Tl""' ca.rrle<l the following 
uory frum BllltUVUJCI about wb;at 

happened !Mre wben Ne.,_ 
p:WI"f:d outalde the aru:rt where a 
poup or ~l Nea.roe• and 1wo 
COFO worke"' W<!re belnJ tried 
on cha.'*e' of .. parading without a. 
permit, bloeldna the lldtwalk and 
dbtu.rblna tho peaCG.": 

A t'I'Oil'd of '"t.~er~tl '"·"~drfd. Nr:
lii'O«• g•t"cr•d to lC'anj the dtt'lrio'l 
in Mo,or'a c:oul't. 

TM• browq'" Hvnat hundred 
wi.ltll't ro fh# ~·tt Tough .. ~.poind 
Cftrlu4)pi'C'' WfiU•"'-'• o( Al2f.lrt"m. 
.Mue.. U"''lfl'r-ol" ~ o( Sdl4f~r 
WillloMa, hblbfW pro(#UOT of thir
tlt~iw,.Jt-1 o( M•••.O.....KU•. Tllle• 
bnrl '""' J"t.lt •• lhtt fi'OW•d pd: 
.utMJiH ..,. lllfM H• •till U• • ~4. 
U.rw-itteA; WMUt4f ,,....,. • Jak- fll l
/O« 

$U' H~• .UO .. , .. br.,n, oae 
re.rufrl~ IIH atlk'M to dou • 
WHU ONT ,._.. '~· 0.~ H~. 
llotwn AUka. foUfltl ...... . 

T'lr .. «•f'fH • ........ T"'e ~. 
wllo ••~ IHYft w .. uJlfJ16, hr~4' (t 
.. , Mt, /tlil~• ._,.4 nro of tiK u-ldcn 
wc>N "''"'"ct ud rr&rawd 011 &crnd. 

T,llf'N 0" $~Jftdll/ ltJf,lt a iJUrt"rm 
...,., fitfll 111roY11h cht u-irrc~Qw of 
111• 'fflfiC door t~ Ll•• M(hf, Aomr. 
P~Ueh ]1~•1 ~tll.Utd Mt. Wl.ltlnrnl 
.. ud ltuotl•rr .W.Ire 1410rUr, gl..:)'t'crr-
014 ,.,.,.~,It Pcltch of £"lll6wood., N.f . 
The two Cll'f llfi"ll Of d~ Mil~• 
,.Or!Wt 

n.obrn MUtt. jU(('_)y knew i.\5 .be 
trSI.Ified thJt day In ft...lof)ruaJoy tbat 
hi• !ucu-.-c would no4 be free of \'io-

:IU 

lenoe. yet he <omlnuod to oc:ll 
calmly of the dtotu mack- bv hltn· 
oell. bJs brother· ln·laW, WOibm 
Ku!kmd>ll. c. J Wlllbmo. tho Rc" 
t'l'eOd Middlelon t.om.arr Tloom» 
and othrtt to orpnlt.e • \'Ottrt• 
~ •mona tbe N- ol p...,. 
obi County In 19$9 A r~ o·( them 
had lqun 10 •tudy lho Con>tltulioo 
of ~li,..<IJOJppl In cle1ofl and bad 
3ont': In ~Pt or thrte to resbte:r, 
oU bad been Called In thtlr aopU· 
caciQnt. Mr. Mi&e• old that Kuy4 

kend;dl btld been .hot lU and that 
CTOIJeJ wel'e burned 01 hit home1 
hC) .aald that Town Mar&hall lra 
Sct:d!i had bea~n 1 !l•)'tQr•Oid Linda 
KuykC"hdnll 10 badly 1haf 11ht had 
been bQiPitlall'ltd. 1ellln1 her h wa, 
'"on account ol your (!.\thtr LK-.In4 1 
limon. NAACP nlggtr • He told of 
Lbe r~phooe thrutt and d)t thott 
11 Kuyke.ndAU'a horne whic-h finally 
for«d h1m 10 tale his famUv from 
BateS\11Je to the we<y or O.rrolt 

A.lohotub. by eompmtOil •1oltnce 
a.pl:n51 N~ h.aJ bee-n 1cM In P•· 
nola t1w1 In oomc or""' ool1er coun· 
lin in Miaiafptli. Panola N•.,.,.. 
ba...- been be•"'•· >hoi and killed 
hy sberirts, by hld>w•y potrol""'n 
and br whhe ch-llbn.J-and ncme 
o1 the offenders hu been punllhed 
by the low. Robert Milot pointed 
out tbat the Ntlti'Of:l of Paool11 aJ. 
WQYf bore thl1 fact of ltre- nod 
death-ln mind ond tb1u h bud dl,.. 
eoorAaed rtghtrlu.ton. 

All tho< doy ond ror holt or 
the next, whne&ll followed whnetll 
wltb penontd ceJUmony as to why 
only two Nejp'Ott hod been por· 
mltlrd to n:al•ttr In Panola Count1 
in the seo.--mty ... rwo Yfll't from 1890 
to 1962. C. J, Wlllfamo looked 
sonlltb! " the lawye"' (or ol1e Coo· 
~· •• be told or the rear "''' 
gripped 1M Nt1JO community wben 
-u. • ..... dixuued of _,.,., 
ro:adbtocb u late at last Sc'ptvn· 
ber. manned by ''"' sberirr, hl• dt!>' 
uties iUki the dbcr'kt attorM)' in 
)Je1'50'n. to ~~et the nQ.mtt or every· 
one wbo &ttC!nded a votero-«r,CiJ... 
tr.>tion n,.,.tlng. Rev. W.C Mlddl .. 
1on. 10 ytan old when ch.e 18gc) 
CO:ll$tltudon cook the rro.nc.hbc 
.awa1 from N~-rou. aud who wu 
10 uy atcer the he-:arln&l we-re over. 
'1 saw the doon: close and now I 
ha\'0 e~een them open again, .. llat 
ertetly in tho wttnttl chair wd 
looked out at da crowded headng 
room as he tntJht upon hit con~ 
g:rega.t..lon. Ho 1ne In m~uurrd 
tunes a de..Ued reel~ of the Ill>-

solu.te cleprh·~1ion of the rlchl). of 
Amcriean c:lt.lz.t:Mhip tluat h:t.d l~n 
the Nelf'OO$' !olin Panol1 C<iwll) . 
HiJ ~ wu finn wll.h ~ 
and con.O~ for the !utun"- d.e 
R<o•·•~nd Mid~..., .. the MileR>. 
w \\'IIUaft'l><&t$ or Panola County 
do - hi:l>- eosilr at dt.-p;Ur 
rudDy. 

loin;. Caldw"ll took 1M stand to 
J:tatf: that lhe Wrltrs 101\·ln.-taw 
h~d tbre:uened 10 tiH Milt-s It hC' 
dfdn·t get thOle' COFO wor·li.en out 
or his house. Sharec:roppe:n fron1 
p lantations near BcuesvUJe &ll(l 
!rom Crenshaw, 30 mllei aw~y. 
(Old ot ~n;Ung to reglafer ond of 
bring tu..mtd ILWay becta.u.se the rc1~ 
buar wu noc .in hit ornce~ or of 
standing ln line all d:~.y and havint:, 
the office clooed bel.,.. they h•d a 
cba.oce to get in-and thi.l t\'en 
artu the rrcinrar wu 5Ub)Kt 10 0\ 
federal coun ll\jlln<11on 

Cbades C-. who b•d been 
a ltQUU fa:nMr on the Mc\1liJOt 
plantadon lor eight years. rmiRed 
that he wu Ol"dercd w ar.~vc &hoft· 
ly a~r bJs wik bad ....S.tered oo 
\'Ole bu Au....,. Ciano Pury, who 
bad bHn a tm.mt for two ye;i"' on 
the: R. L MiiQ\ pl011tadon.. wu 
told to get OUl by Mllam hlmtoelt 
thrre or four d:ay• afro· •he reg.1• 
tch!d.. And 10 Jt went wltb whllth 
after wlltle$!1. h\CJudJna- two or t.ht'J 
un•lnkable COFO worke-rs. P1:nny 
Ptltt-b n:nd Claire O'Conner. and 
concl1.1dhli Juft before n001\ un 
Wrdne11day w1th Rev. Charla E. 
Lcsrer. ord.:dned a mlnlllf."'r lu J922. 
now more than 80 re~rs old. who 
was ordered ouc of lh~ pJQCt he had 
o«uplrd lor ten )'e.lU'$ on •he Cfen. 
shaw plantation 3. week or so after 
he auemptM to rqister lut IUM• ,__ 

Then It became the tum of 
1M rqiltrar of ..,. .... Ike Shonkle. 
to tale lbc. $Ca-nd .and to ateouaH, 
under oath. for his ocol<>nJ. fO< 
years SIWlkle •nd hio p..-.-, 
hod been rtqUftiOJ Nee- In 
Panol.:.. Count}' to fnte:rpret wch 
porllono or tht MJ .. Isllppl Con
atJtutlon :us ~- 212. which de:al1 
"'·lth the huerqc tone of tlHe Chltlt· 
uaw Scbool fund t11'1d other tru8t 
lw1ds far cd.ucQdonal pul"ppOH for 
whtcb the- stare 11 respon.stble, etc .• 
etc. 

It may thus oome as a iurpttte that 
the. man who delermlnel whothf!r 
;a Nearo's wrluen lmcrpreuu.lon of 
e10oc:rlt: oeo!fon• or ~"' Mlsuu1ppl 
con,tJtution entitle. him (0 ~01* 

'TIY NA tlOH 



oonf~, In reply tO the O.ntt que.~ 
oloo I ""' to him , lh>o bo had not 
lhe i!l$thtetl tdc.;a of what :t bW or 
atrl.lt\drr \\.lJ. although the ~ 
lllbldon •11-'ln>C bill• of oooalndor 
It eonoahM'CI In ol>e Bills or RiJ<bos 
of •• It••• thhty-four or Ill< tmy 
at~uu. lie odmlned tNt tt that 
,..,. o p:1n or th• MIJ!l..Sppl Con· 
•lllutkm he wotJld not bC! able to 
tnrcrpret h -rand thlt when ht~: hQd 
f1 r.l n:1Jtitc:«d he had not been 
!18ked 10 huerprec Q.ol)' S«-tlon or 
the ConJthullon. but had merely 
"'~:one do~n to the courthouse aild 
61J,l:ned the book."' 

l'or • day and a hall Shankle 
aw~altd on the! ttllnd, trying to ex~ 
ploln why he did ,,., c:cnslder "No 
ant~ •hould be convicted for the 
l~mt> thil11» twt~· to bt: a re.uon· 
ttbte lnctrprruuJon of th" "'do&Jble 
)oopordy" ...,lion or ohe Mlsil»lppl 
CongJouolon: wby he lud ca-d 
down one o.r the!: two \"'Ofet-~ 
.... ,lon orne .. 1n tbe cowuy ODd 
fOt'<Od • Ioree pan of Ill N..,., 
ralcltn,. 10 u.k on additional 2S 
or 30 mlltt oo ,..,.,.,, why be re
luoed 10 appolno any depuoy res· 
korart oo bo.ndle appllcaoloos. 
whh the muh that N~poea 1JI'el'e 
1'1'1!'-.n~ ll'orn ,..Uii'llng durtng 
the cwo mont.bl when he was act.· 
Ins u C:lerk of the dmult court, 
while he waJ on \IACatlon. o-r durlng 
che many ot-her times whrn ~e 
wn1 ow•y from hi• otnu: why he 
hod denied a Nogro applJeant tho 
rlgho 10 rtlll•"' beeau,., although 
Jho had a ntwered pt:rf'eetJy the 
twenty.()ne quttliOns on the appll· 
el)don, lne:ludina the ccmttfhtdon.al 
ln,.rpretaolon wd the final Qlk'$

llon r.qutrtnr h<T oo ""'"' her 
undtntandlna "of the duU.. md 
obllcatloos of dU&c:nohlp Ulldor • 
_,sthudonal lorm of _..,. 
mmt," abo bad atpM'CI obe appli
cadon In only one of the owo re
qul...d pbeos, why, lnd«d. be bad 
ftfuted ro otrdf'7 the names or 
,..&l•~...d ......,,. on a peololoo oo 
place Mrt. Fanny Lou Harner on 
the ball01 10 Cottlat the Concru
olooal ,.., In Ill< l:m ~liOn, 
and to pl4ce the n11me of Aaron 
Henry. rwtatdem of lbe IIUuiJI$ippl 
NAACP, on tho bal.lot for ohe 
Unhed States SenAte. 

Sberttr Hubbard, following Mr. 
Shonklc tO 1he •t"nd. spun a land· 
ful tal" of tTYJna to intercept -moon
ahlllm •• tho re.aton lot a fOIJJ'. 
road block lall September by wblcb 
bo md hi$ dell<' llH and the clls
ll'lc:t ... ..,., oocured ""' DUlleS 

M•rl7, INS 

Of :.11 who Oltt"*cl Q \'OU'N"C'I• 
i5tn.don ~Ina. The dl.-dcl :11-
ramey·, prr!ICJlt'c. he r.xpl~f 
"'"M not an autmpe U) lotlmldate 
poc.rntbl \'O&rn he had "'ha~ 
pmod" to.,.... obe O.A. thao e><n· 
in& and Mr. Finch wu )ul:t • t-aldnl 
a tide wtdl mo like be ol~ daM.· 

Jlnch, :a !JiibuJtfrtr 10 puc Sen
lUOt CIAgbom to Wme, •wore to 
the ume thine. ahhouah he could 
not reeoaU where oc wMn he •h.ap. 
pe""d" 10 met'l Ill< Shertlf thai 
eVc.nlt,g. He admlued wrltlnJ down 
the 04111<!1 of occupants or cgr:s 
comlnq tn"Jm tho mtc~tlng, but dt'l· 
nied tho< ohio h•d otlytl~n~ 10 do 
whh the f~ct chllt they were ot+ 
pnb:lng: 10 v<He, 

Plantatlon ownen, called to the 
~<and. pioudy denied lndmldallon. 
thtt::u. hans1menr, u they ~luc· 
mn:tly :r.~ that VOtlna and rea· 
lsterlnt: to voce were ducltt and obo 
llptlono of citi.m1ohlp •blch obey 
rec:ogoJud llld whlcll ahould -
.,. dornl.od oo Noaro dtl.tent. 

At I h 15 A.M. on Friday. 
Ftbnruy 12. obe bcartn' enclod 
md .. it did, 200 -lc ·- In 
the beartna - · joined hondl 
and bunt out whh \V' S"AlJ Ot..,,. 
tomt'. It wu tn u.ntorteuable mo. 
menllor thote of us who had tome 
from In aw•r to help ohe Negro 
people ol Mltolaslppl. 

The lawyera for Ill< Congrcss
me:n gathered Lhetr pi1pt:ta and left 
lhe room followed by ohe do7~n or 
to white wimettel and rpec:tatora. 
C. J , WUIJ•ms rnounoed a !Able and 
exho-rted fl\'ef')'one lJ1 the audience 
who had not -,.u reJiltcTed to •eo 
down oo Ill< eounhou~ and rt~l• 
tc:r "ow-rwx &Oft'IOi!iOW or the day 
ofoer buo """'' You hea.rd lh<m .. Y 
il's all rl&h• tor you to ,..s.ter. Co 
al>ead and do 11. Nowl Nowl Nowr 

But wblle ouch tmOdonal IUJ. 
lillmono 1$ aU vuy wtU. tho bnpat' 
wu mauor Ia the dteco. and the 
dfecdv..-. or ""' Chalknp. So 
far tbe rt:lulct have: bHn valUable 
In two res~ts. F~ thAt e"ldmc• 
at the bcarln't It oban enough 
10 provide a solid butt lor Con.,.... 
oional ac:dqn to ouJO ohe MloiiiNippl 
Congrnt~men. ~d. cbe be-arlnJ' 
have provided a tremendouJ boolt 
to the tnaraJe~ or che Nearoe• o .. ·r.r 
the endre •ttue, both toadcra und 
rank and me. 

There runa,nt to be accorn· 
pllabed Ill< third and final mull
the KtuaJ OUJIIn1 of the n't•e pteo. 
o:nclert. II would be nalve 10 .. 

"'m< thoc ohlo do<iof,.. 11<'!1 will be 
,.ken tmctly lrom an lmponlll 
""lgblna ol ohe e•idcnce by lndl
rtdlal ~. The Souohcrn 
bloe of •pproxlmau-ly 100 .... .. 
will ... .... al"""" solidly .... .,.. 
obe Cholltnp. Polioiol con<l<k"'· 
olono ol .,...,. _. will. In varytna 
c:k'llft$. entu lnm l.he dt·tmnln;a.. 
don o/ w rnt or Con~ 

Some Congressm•n will •aololy 
their consc1cnc:H b)' ' 'otlnc lor tho 
•DIIng·dghiS bnt and oben uaint< 
the Ch.a&Jl~e. on the cbt'OI')' that 
'"cnouE!h 1s enough" A.nd why roc:k 
the bcxlt of Congrtoss:lonal J•rh11cge. 
The Admlnis-t.ration, too, may de· 
cJde that theae Jt more to be lOft 
ohon gained by =•tin; further 
am.a.gonism am-ong the white popu· 
iollon ol the Soulh. Tho aolo podol 
may •-.ry well r<plooe the bla1Jna 
:mger tb:1t President Jolrn10n dJ• 
play.<~ In his •-olln&·rl&l•,. addrHo. 

In f""'. o .,...., dtol could be 
gained by ousting the a • .., eon.,_. 
meo. md there It ••-.rr '"""" for 
the Aclmltllimulon 10 II,.. 1,. lull 
force 10 the effon. All .-11>1e -
must bo w..n by ._...., lnoertt~ 
puJQO and orpnbadon lO tee that 
their own Congessmen md u 
manr otbe:rs as can be re-aQhtd, .. 
well as the Adm.inlstradon h~~ell, 

tupport the CbJIUenp wholthe•n· 
edly when II reaches Ill< n- ot 
Con~ss. A suct"f!u:!u1 annrtr to 
tbe MIJslsdppl Challenp will .., 
further towa:rd shaping the coune 
ol democncy In Ill< Soooh oh:Ul 
lbe votlng-11ghcs bill and a boll 
daten Supreme Cou1;1 decla,ons, !m· 
poruant as rho,;e ote, Once 1he tu1n· 
c-JpJe -lf estllblfthcrd thaL Cttn«tt-N 
itteU- wltbout l.hc rtccd t'or Cou.rt 
lntovendDn- wW not tolerAte N&
JJ'O dilm:fta.ncltitm~nc.., NeJl"' cU .. 
•nfranchisement wUI roaliy ,..In 
lD dl .. ppear from Amorka. 



.. \\'e dare not Jet rfit'1l p:relc.ud to a se;~.t in t.hit honor11ble Ro1ue who have bd:n 
chosen by a clo~ed \'Ole in u closed Society •. . We mUJt say to thetn that they 
ean:oot ron 11 ~O<ri •:rty Hire $0\!fN Rtu:dB: and tbcn da1tn seats in the A~em 
Congre~s; that thoy t<annot wfn '"elections'" frQm o syft_f'll) based on murdt.'T and 
then claim tho right to govern free.mcn ... 

Hnn. JAMES ROOSEVELT, CALIFORNIA 
OPENING DAY OF CONGRESS, JANOARY 4, 1005 

Tlte follou:iniJ u • porl>al llot of l'#iolulloou •lid .tal-1ft..,,.,., of lite lllliaioiippi Frftdtnn 
o.m- olic PGriJ! c.,..,.._, Cloat,.,..:., of 1.,.. IJ; I II6S 

1H£- CIYil UIIOTIIS OMlOR 

'lVo hcllc\'0 lhc: Ccm~ thould Cl~rel~ in au1110rlty 
'md unJe;;tt the deJegatian, :tnd we shaD jclin i.n tho f".Hi::wt 
whrn the not round of th., battle ,1.5 wa~ fn Julr. Mo.c 
dum that- we. Jhall conUnue to back the aunpaign tu e.llm
.lmda oomplct:dy di~~Wim(natury \~n,g requlremcntJ: in 
M~disdppl so th~at free rtnd dernocntkl electioris will brl 
hol<L" 

JOHN de). PEMBERTON, Jll. APJUL 17. I.9M 
l!xoou6Ve 1>-, ACLV 

111( ...,._ ......... WIIOISit" -

.. , wbol~hcartly 1Upport as l hSavt'l rrom the beginning, th.i.t 
Challenge . . • The """'"tln!f of tiJe Mls!.l!oippl Coognou
men wm be the test "' the mprol jntegrlty of the IA>IlJ!""" 
of thi!! Upltcd Shlte~~. I. lherJ~e. •s~aJn piodgc my.elr ~tnd 
the SCLC to tbc r.JI .. t •upport o£ tbe. Chall.,.ll" ol u,., 
~fl'DP a-t)d call 1rpon aR Amc:r:kmnJ 10 Join with me ir\ th£5 
clommibncnt."' 

OR. MA.I,ITIN LUTiiSR KIN(:, JR. MAY 17, 1005 
l'resldeot, SCLC 

Ttl( STUDOn' MIMOU:tn C:ODIOtun• COMMintl 
'"It J~ only w~n Conpes., utllt:aU the Mlt:sl~ppt~am n.nd 
amdu<:t~ free a.nd open elecUouJ \\i'U the ~ opposed 
tl,) Se~ vodr1g ondcor~nd th:;a t thh Nation & Serfuus 
tabout guanmtodn.tc tho ~ts of Nettroea not onl~ tl1 "'iJ'" 
~ter, &ut. to partici~te in the poUti.oal p~q:~ a.od to 
use. their vota freely.~· 

JOliN LEWIS ~lAY 11,1005 
Na:tiollll1 Cbil.tnm:n, SNOC 

Tlll COIIOotas Of UCW. ~'qUALITY 
"' I uk ol tb& Coo~ ft~.st n~meclfal actiOn and tht'! l'(ffea
tion Q( tbc:o rc:gular MWiuippl c:ou~ionul ~etl(}C'I$ 
who htl\'fl been~ em,. plAtform or blood and dbtn· 
franehi~.ent. .. 

JAMES FAR~f.ER MAY 1.7. 1005 
NaUonlll CluUrm~tn. COJ\E 

Ill! MICIIIUII smt -nc I'Mn 
".Be It RESOLVED th•t the Dem"""""' ~y j>l tho StAt• 
of ~tld\lgiU~ urges the-Dernotn~Uc Me•nbert of Cot1grt"S.l 
from Mkiht,slln to CQI1tlnu4!1 to \'ote tor.: tho unseotlog of the 
Miuitdppl &\eglltion tmtll ~c. ... a delegation h elected 
lu h ot c.l~. open lo WI ~p)e arid t'Ondu«."led In 
aa.vtilint-e With the C'A~U"tih.ltiOn: 

OTHER ORGANl7.ATIONS TBA.T SUPPORT THE CAU. FOR 
UNSEATING OF THE MISSISSIPPIA!:IS ANI> mR fREE EU:C. 
TIONS TN M ISSI$SIPPIJ 

-~ COOl- If Qtll-c-- till Ellltlll Me IIACl) 
_,.._nc_ 
4111--·If,. •• ._ .. _,-· 
Mr.MI. ~IC COIWiiiWCl M ......CIM. JUSTICl 
10-CITYCIIUitCIL 

--• •-w -u•m _IZII....., (CttiCAOII 
~-Tic CIIUIICIL 
UIUIIUM c..rmr GF CDII~DIIPI canzra 
CIUIIUO mtt ca•mu ., .,. IOIOCIIlnt rurr u-cm--____ ,._nc_ 
UIW t-. UIIC. IIFWIO ------nm ___ _. 
1111.-.niMA--m 
llll ....... QllfllfGEMii ~11CIMl .... __ .... _........., 

MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCBA'l'IC PARTY 
.tl':l6l'•muylvanla Av<.,ue S.E. 

WG.<hittgton. D.C. 046M50 




