
POLITICAL .il.ND GOVER:Nt-o!ElilTAL STRUCTURE OF LOUISIANA 

Ey Judith C. Nusbaum 

May, 1965 

CORE SOUTHERN OFFICE 
2209 Dryades Street 
Ne\'J Orleans, Louisiana 



I NTRODUCTIOliT 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide community organizers in 

Louisiana with the basic facts about the political and go vernmental structure 

of the state . Ther e is no attempt to analyze, criticize or evaluate the 

information. It is presented completely object ively, in hopes of portraying 

a clear picture of the political framevJork within 111hich you must v;ork. It is 

written v;i th the opinion that a political organizer cannot achieve his maximum 

effectiveness without a good understanding of the basic rules of the structure 

1tJi thin 111hich he must operate . 
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Political Parties in Louisiana 

Recognition 

In order to be a recognized legal political party in Louisiana an 

or ganization must have received at least 5% of the total vote cast at the pre­

ceeding gubernatorial or presidential gene ral election. 

An organization may file nominating papers to ge t its candidates on 

the general el ection ballot if the organization has more than 1000 qualified 

vot ers. If, a t the following election the party or any one of its candidates 

receives 5% of all votes cast in the state, the persons signing the nomination 

papers ar e reco gnized as a lavnul political party. 

Party Organization 

Each political party must have thr ee major committees : the State 

Central Committee, Parish Committee and Municipal Party Committee . 

The State Central Committee is the chief party-governing body on the 

sta t e level. It has 101 members, el ected for terms of four years each at the 

party primary for state and parish officers . Each pari sh in the state and each 

ward in Orl eans el ects the same number of members as are elected to the stat e 

House of Representatives . (The Republican party has less, because it is not 

organized in all parishes). Committee members must be qualifi ed voters of the 

parish (or war d of Orleans) from which they are e lected ; each must be r egister ed 

a s a party memb er continuously for two years , and each must fil e a decl ara tion 

of intention to b ecome a candidate for memb ership on the committee . Th~ chairman 

of the committ ee is th6 principal officer; he is ol octad by the committ ee . He 

receives primary fili ng fe es and notifications of nomination. Th~ State Central 

Comnitt ec may cr eate adQitional party commit t ees and, if not in conflict with 

th e laws, make additional rul es governing thG party and s e t additional qualifica­

tions for party candidates or vot ers in the party primari es . The committee also 
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sele cts and d e t e rmines the manoor-·of s e l e-ction of delegat -J s to the party 1 s 

national convention and determine s the selection of pr esidential e l 0ctors to be 

placed unde r the p3.rty name in pr esidential elections . The commi tt oo issues cal lf.; 

for party primari e s in vrhich state-wide officers ar e to b e nominated , holds 

h earings and makes dc,cisions on disput ed qualifications of all state-wi de candid­

a t e s in the pr i mary, and fills vacanci es in p3.rty nominations for state- wide 

of fic E:s . 

Ther e are six ex officio party committ ee s i n the state: ThG Supr eme 

Court Distr i ct Committee , the Court of Appeals District Committ ee , the District 

Court Committee , tho Public Servic e Commission District Com.r.1itt ee , the Congress­

i onal District Committee, <-i nd the Stat e Sena torial District Co.r.1mi tt ee . The !:tate 

Ce ntral Cor:Jmi ttee members serve ex officio on each of the s e committ ee s . ' · The 

duti e s of the committe0s , ge nerally, ar e to issue calls for primary e l ections to 

nominate officials e l e cted fro m their di s tricts, r e ce ive fili ng 'fe e s and noti£i­

cations of intention from candidat e s s eeking nomination to office s · from thos e 

districts and fill vacanci e s in party nominations for district offices . 

The Parish Exe cutive Committee s, except in Orl eans and J e fferson pari sh es, 

consist of a nuub er of !:!emb e rs equal to the numb er of n er:J.b ors on the parish govern­

ing body freD each ward pl\1s five memoer s ; .all e l e cted fo"r four-y ear t erns fro D 

the parish at large . In Orleans Parish the comnittoe consists of two r:10mbers 

fran oach of Orl eans 1 s event eu n wards . In Jefferson Parish the commi tt cc is 

composed of one !:!emb e r fran each of s c., v e n vrards, tvro fro u each of tv: a vrards, thr c;CJ 

froB each of tvio vrards , and five elected at large . I n parishes v1here conmittees 

have not been elected since 1940, conni ttees nay be es tablished by a pet iti on 

signed oy fifteen qua.lifi ed electors requesti ng a publ i c meeting to b e call ed by 

the chairnan of the state central coomi ttee for the purpose of electing connittee 

nenbers; if the chairnan fails to call the nee ti ng , a najori ty of the pet'i tioners 

nay do so . Q.ualifi cafions for mei::Jbership on the conaittee are the sane as for 
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nenbership on the State Central Gonnit-tee exceP-t -that six months affiliation with 

the party is suffici ent . Menbers of the connittee elect a chairman. Generally, the 

duties of the parish connittee are the sane as those of the State Central Committee , 

except that they function on the parish level and are therefore responsible for 

calling parish prinaries, accepting filing fees and holding hearings on disputed 

qualifications of parish and v1ard candida tes in the primaries . The comni ttee also 

drav1s connissioners for the polling places froQ anong the noninees of the candidates 

and certifies connissioners and watchers for the polls . 

r.ilunicipal Exe.cuti ve Cor.mi ttees are conpo·sed of one conni tteeman fron each 

nunicipal vlard unless the city has fevler than three vlards' in vlhich case the nember­

ship is nade up of three connitteenen elected at large . The connitteenen are el ected 

a t the tine of the nunicipal prifilary by the qualifi ed voters of the nunicipality who 

are nenbers of the party. They serve for the sane l ength of tine a s the nunicipal 

officials . I n nunicipalities having no nunicipal connittees, the chairnan of the 

State Central Comnittee, upon pet ition of fift een qualified electors of the party, 

nust call a public nesting to elect and set up a municipal committee . Upo.n his 

failure to do so a majority of the signers of the petition may issue the call • 

• ~ six months period of party affiliation is required for membership on the 

committee . The municipal committees perform practically the same functions for the 

municipalities that the parish committees do for ·the parishes . 

Qualificat i ons for r.1embers of Party Committees 

Members of party committees must be qualified voters in the parish in which 

they are nominated, or of the vJard in Orleans Parish. They must have been :regi.ste.red 

for five years as affiliated wi th the party . 
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Louisiana Primary Elections 

Purpbs e 

Primaries are nominating elections , They are con t ests among the members 

of the same party to decide vlhich of the candidates the party v.rill place on the {:;eneral 

election: ballot . 

vfuen Re gui red 

Except for city officials in municipaliti e s with popula tions under 5, 000 , 

the school board in Orleans Parish, and presidential electors , all e lective officers 

and legislators must be nominated by the primary method in Louisiana. 

Closed Primary 

· In Louisiana, as in most of the South, the rule is 11 Closed 11 Primarit::s , 

This ~eans that a voter is required to be a registered member of a party for six 

months befor e voting in their primary . 

Second Primary 

The law requires that a second state-vlide primary be held if one of the 

cnadi dates do es not receive a majority in the first primary. Ho vJeve r , in state-wide 

electi ons for stoto of~icio.ls ho ld every four years, a second prima ry is not held 

for thos e state officials if the gubernatorial candidate is elected in the first 

pr imary. ;~ seco nd primary is usually required , since a candidate must receive a 

majority of the vot es cast to be nominated in thE- first prima-ry-. 

Changing Party J.ffiliation 

Party affiliation may be changed by 1r1riting to the Registrar of Voters . 

This should be done at least six months befor e a primary el ection in order to be 

eligible to vote in the primary of the nevi party. 
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Classes of Primari es 

The Congr essiona l Primary is held eve ry even numoerpd year on the l a st 

Tuesday in July . Each party selects nominee s for a vride variety of offices includi ng 

u.s. Representatives and Senators . 

The State Prima ry is held every four years on the first Saturday in 

De cember . .At this time most of the officers who a r e e l ected on a. state-wide oasis 

are nominated , a l ong with parish officers and the members of the state le gislature . 

Municipal primaries are sometimes held in conjunction vli th the state or 

congress i onal primary , althoQbh in the majority of cases they are held separately . 

_Ul e l ective city offic ers o.re nominated a t this time . 

Prepa ration for Primo.ri es 

An issuo.nce of the prima ry ca ll mustoe made, oy the party committee 

r esponsible for conducting the c l ecti?n· 

The Sta t e Centro.l Committee is required to me et for the purpose of calling 

the state prima ry on the first Saturda y in September, prior to the Decembe r primo.ry . 

The Congression<ll ·Primary -is called on the s econd Tue sday in May in prep­

a r a tion f or the forthcoming July primary . 

Because the parish and district primari es a r e held along vri th these sto.t E: ­

vride primari e s, the parish and district committees issue the call for t heir nomin­

a ting el ections f or the July primary . 

The officio.l newspape r of eo.ch parish carri e s the announcement that t he 

pr ima ry call ho.s been mn.do and tho.t candido.t e s f or nomination to the va ri ous offic e s 

should fil e vii th t he proper committee in order t o ge t their name s on the ballot . 

' No tifica tion of Intention ' 

Each candida te must fil e a 'notification of inten ti on ' to run for office . 

It mus t oe fil ed with the proper committee chairmo.n oy 5 PN on the tenth day a ft e r 

the pr imary call. It mustoe a ccompani ed oy a v1ritten oath that to the best of his 
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knovlledge the candida t e is a qualified voter, a member of the party on who se ticket 

he vmnts to be nomi nated, and possesses the qualifications for filling the office 

to vlhich he aspires . 

He must a lso pay fili ng fee s . For officers el ected on a state v1ide bas i s 

or from one of the l arger districts such a s Congressional, Public Servic e Commission, 

Stat e Supreme Court or Sta t e Court of Appeals Districts , the f ee is $100 . Pa rish 

offic e s are $5. a nd ward elections are $1. This f ee goes to the Secre t ary of Stn t e , 

and is not r eturned . The party may a lso charge similar fees . 

Chall enge of Candida t e for Nomina tio n 

A candidate 's qualification may be challenged by any qualifi ed voter or 

ca ndidat e or member of t he committee . A writt en statement of the challenge must be 

pr esent ed to the committee within five days after the clos e of the period for fili ng 

1 notification of intention 1 • The candi date has 48 hours to fil e an ansv1er. The 

commi ttee holds a hearing a give s a decision. The decision may be appeal ed t o a 

state court . 

Gene r a l Elections in Louisiana 

Dat e of El ections 

The general e l ection for sta t e and parish offic ers is hel d every f our years 

on the first Tuesday a ft er the s eventh week a fter the date on which the s econd primary 

for nomination of the candida t es is held . 

In eve ry year in which el e ctions are to be held f or el ector s of President 

and Vice- President , the el e ctions a r e hel d on the first Tue sday aft er the fi rst 

Monday in Novemb er . 

~ll general el e ctions f or Repr esent a tive s in Co ngr e ss a r e he l d on the first 

Tuesda y aft e r thG first Mo nday in November , every tvJo years . (1964 , · 66;· 68 , 72, etc . ) . 

Polls a r e open from 6 ~1 to 8 PM . 
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Supervision of El e ctions 

In each parish there is a Board of Supervisors of e l ecti ons . The Board is 

made up of the Registrar of Voters of t he parish , and tvJo other people v1ho a r e:; appointed 

by t he f;o vernor . I n Orleans Pa rish the board is made up of the reg istrn r , the civil 

sheriff and one person appo i nted by the governor . The Boa rd of Supe rvisors appo i nts 

three commissione rs and one clerk to preside ove-r the electi on in erich polling precinct . 

They must be qunlified voters of the vmrd in vihich the po lli ng precinct is located, nnd 

a r e selected from list s furnished by each politica l party , of not l e ss than six name s 

each . The li sts must be submitte d t o the Board by the parish committe e at l east thirty­

five days bef ore the e l ection. As f a r as possibl e , the commissioners are to be appoin­

ted to represent equally a ll political parties a uthoriz ed tJ make nominations . The 

commissione rs arG r e sponsible f o r maintaining r egularity and order during thG e l ecti on 

nnd count • 

. Each political party or norJ.inating bodj which has a candidate on the ballot 

may have one poll watcher in each voting pre cinct . Poll vJatchers arei allovrecl vii thin 

the barrier during the election, b~t cannot e lectionee r or engage in any political 

dis cussions . They may ente r t he polls only a ft e r they close , and may remain t o v1atch 

the votes be ing counte~ . 

El ecti on Precincts and Polling Places 

Except in Orl eq.ns Parish , each po lice jury vtard in eacl1 parish of the sto.te is 

an e l e ction precinct. In Orleans , the city gpvernment of New Orleans divides the viards 

in t o e l ec ti on precincts . 

Write-I ns 

In order t o be e ligible a s a \·lri te-In candidate , a person must fil e c.. state­

ment with the clerk of the district court of t he pari sh that he is willing to be vote cl 

for that office . 
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Assistance 

No voter can r eceive assistance of any kind in casting his vote , excep t i n 

certain exceptions f or handicapped people . 

Homin:J. t i on of Candi da t es for Presidentia l Electors 

Qua lifica tions: To be ~ualifi ed a s a presi dentia l elector, a pe rson must 

oe a qua lifi ed vo t e r i n the district from v1hich he is chosen, or if s el ected f or t he 

sta t e a t-la r ge , must De a ~ualifi ed vote r in n parish of the sta te . 

Nominati on oy Convention : The State Central Committ ee of the po litica l 

parti e s call conventi ons a t which the presi dentia l e l ectors a r e nomin.:1 t ed. A sv1orn 

certifica t e of t he results of the conventi on must be pr esented t o the Secretary of 

St.:1 t e in order t o ha ve the ca ndida t es' names on the official "ba llot . 

Nomination of Independents: Nomina tion papers must "be signed oy 1 , 000 

~ualified vot e rs . The politica l party name a nd device desi bna t ed on the nomina ti on 

papers must not r es embl e any othe r politica l party . The Registra r must certify t o a t 

l east so% more name s of r egister ed vot e rs on applica ti ons for nomina tion papers th.:ln 

a r e r e quired by l aw to make a nominnti on. One signer must a ttach an a ffi davit that 

the stn t ements in the pe tition .:1 r e true . 
I 

Nomina tions of Independent Candidates Othe r tha n Presidentia l El ec t ors 

Nomin.:l ti on po.pers Bay De fil ecl f or any st.:=Lte , district, p.:l r ochia l , v1arcl or 

municipal office, a s well ns f or presi dentia l el ectors . All vo t e rs signi ng a nominati on 

p'Lpe r must sign their compl e t e addr ess . Pape rs a r e submitted t o t he Registra r of Vot e r s 

f or certifica ti on . ~xcept f or nomina ti on pnpe rs f or ca ndi da t e s f or presidentia l e l ectors 

or candidnt es f or thG Orleans Parish Schoo l Boa r d , none of t he vo t e rs v1ho si t;n t he nom-

ina ti ng pe tition mny oe r egiste r ed a s affili .:l t ed with a ny politica l pnrty. The papers 

nust "be fil ed with the Secre t a ry of Sta t e befor e the da t e of the second primary . One-

thousand signa t ur e s nr c r 0 ~uired f or dist r ict, parish or Bunici ~'Ll officers, mambers 

of the l egisl.:l ture , or members of the House of Ropresent.:lti ves of Congre ss . Twenty-five 

signatures nr e r equired f or vnrd offic ers . 
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Contents of Nominating Papers 

All nominnting pnpers must contain the unmes of the candida t es , the office 

for \'Thich he is nomina t ed , 1he pnrty or political principal \'Thich ho represents (in 
. . ·-· 

not more than three words) , his place of r esi de nce a nd his place of business. 

Ob.i ections to Nominating Papers 

Obj ection to the r egul a rity of nominating po.pers may be m:1.de within seventy-

t\'TO hours a ft er the l nst day nllowed f or filing pc'1.pers , The objections a r e consider ed 

by a Bonrd of the Sec r e t nry of Sto.. t e , the Sta t e Auditor, the Sta t e Treasure r nnd two 

voters appointed by the Governor . Their decision is final, 

Officers Elected in General Bl ections 

Stnte General El ection (four 7 yea:r intervals; Tuesdny _c_:'.fter first Ivionday 
in "i.pril of l eap year, f ollo\'Jing December primnry) 

State Officials : 
l , Governor 
2. Li eutenant-Gove rnor 
J . Secre t a ry of Sta t e 
4 . Tn:;nsure r 
5. .~udi tor 
6. Commissioner of ~i.g ricul ture & Immigra tion 
?. Registra r of State Land Office 
8. ~ttorney Genernl 
9. Supe rintendent of Educat ion 

1 0. State Senn t ors 
11, State Representatives 
12. Sta t e Insurance Commissioners 

Pnrish Officia ls: 
l. She riff 
2 , Clerk of Court 
J. "lSSGSSor 

4. Corone r 
5. Wa rd Officers 

a . po lice jurors 
b , Justice of the Pence 
c . Constable 

Cong!lessional General Election (t\'Jo-yenr intervals - Tue sdny o..ft er the first 
l<ionc~ny in November , following the primo..ry 
held on thu l a st Tuosdny in July) 

l. U.S . Sennt ors (if either of their t e rms has expired) 
2 . U.S. Representatives 
J , Sta t e Board of Educa tion (se rve rotating terms, 3 el ected at 

each election) 
4. Presidential Electors (every 4 yea rs) 

(Con 1 t) 
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Congressional General El ection (con 1 t ) 

Parishe s 

Acadia 
-~llen 
"·:..scension 
.d.SSULJ.ption 
.. wo yelles 
3eCJ.uregar d 
Bienville 
])ssi e r 
C ~cdclo 

Crclca si eu 
Ca l dvJe ll 
Car::JGron 
catahoul a 
Cl a iborne 
Concordi a 
DeSoto 
·:-;-; 
"-' • Ba t on E:::mt;e 
E. Carroll 
.,., 
.l.:J . Fe licinna 
:Svant;e lino 
Fro.nklin 
Gr nnt 
Iberia 
I oe rville 
Jackson 
J eff er Eon 
,J eff . Davis 
LaFay0tte 
Lc,Fourche 
Lc~ Sa1l e 

Linco l n 
Living ston 
Nndison 
~Iorehouse 

Ha tchitoches 

5. Justices of the State Supreme Court (rotating ) 
6. Judge s of the Courts of Appeal (rot ating ) 
7. Juc~ t;os of t he Distric t Courts ( every six years) 
8. Publ i c Se rvi ce Connissioners (rotating ) 
9 . District Atto rneys (every. six years ) 

10. Pa rish School Boards (one-third every two years) 
ll. City Juc'..ge s 
12 . Marshals of City Courts 
l J . Constituti onal ~nendnents 

ELECTION DISTRI CTS -- (.:..Rfu~lTGED BY PARISm S) 

Senatoria l Publi c Service Sup r ene 
Gong . Judici a l District Connissi on Court 
Dist . District (State) District Dis trict 

7 15 35 2 J 
7 J l 11+ 2 '"" _; 

6 2J ll z· 6 
J 2J 12 2 6 
8 +2 17 2 J "" 
7 JO 14 ,.., 

,;.. J 
4 2 27 3 2 
4 26 26 J 2 
4 l 25 J 2 
7 14 lL!- 2 J 
5 28 J l 3 4 
7 14 lh 2 J 
5 7 JJ J 4 
h 2 27 J 2 
5 7 J2 J Lj. 
h ll 25 'J 2 _; 

6 19 20 2 5 
5 6 J2 J 4 
6 20 19 2 5 
7 lJ 17 2 3 
5 5 'J'J 

.J..J 3 4 
8 8 31 ·3 3 
3 16 15 

,.., 6 ~ · 

6 18 18 2 5 
5 2 JO 3 4 
2 24 10 l 1 
7 31 lh 2 J 
3 15 15 2 3 
3 17 12 2 6 
8 28 31 3 4 
5 3 28 'J 4" 

..1 

6 21 21 2 5 
5 6 32 J 4 
5 4 29 3 4 
8 10 24 J 2 

(Con 1 t) 

Court of -<l.J2l2eal s 

Circuit I District 

J ~ J 
I l 
l l 
J l 
J 2 
2 2 
2 2 
2 J 
3 2 
2 2 
J 2 
J l 
2 2 
J l 
2 J 
l 2 
2 l 
l J 
3 J 
2 l 
3 1 
3 3 

1 l 
2 2 
4 * No Dist 
3 2 
3 3 
1 l 
3 1 
2 2 
1 3 
2 , 

.1. 

2 1 
3 l 
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ELECTION DISTRICTS ~CON 'Tl 
. 

Senatoria l Public . Service Supreme Court o f ~~ P]2eo..ls 
Gong . Judici o.1 District Coooissi on Court 

Pa rishe s Dist . District (St:J. t o) Di:?trict District Circuit J Dist ri ct 

Or1eo.ns s ee list by wnrd, be10V/ 1 1 4 * Ho Dist 
Ounchita 5 4 J O J 4 2 l 
P1D. q_uer:~ i nes l 25 9 . l l 4 * Ho Dist 
?o inte Coupe e 6 18 18 2 5 l l 
?..:1pi cle s 8 9 2J J J J l 
Iced Rive r 4 10 24 J 2 2 . ', :i) • 
B.ich1and 5 5 JJ J 4 2 

.... 1 

Snb i ne 8 ll J4 J 2 J l 
st . Be r nar d 1 25 9 l 1 4 * No Dist 
QJ-
'-' (, . Cha rles 2 29 10 1 6 4 * No Dist 
St. Ilo 1enn 6 21 21 2 5 l J 
St . Jnl7leS 2 2J ll l 6 4 * No Dist 
St . J ohn 2 29 10 l 6 4 * Fo Dist 
St . Lo.nclry 7 27 16 2 5 J J 
St . H:cr tin J 1 6 15 2 6 J J 
St . M:;. ry J 16 lJ 2 6 l l 
St . Tn.oon.ny 6 22 22 2 5 l J 
~C\.ngi pnhon 6 21 21 2 5 l J 
Tonsas 5 6 J2 J 4 2 l 
Ter r e bonne J 17 12 2 6 l 1 
l1c1i on 5 J 28 ':1 4 2 2 ./ 

'~/e rmili on J 15 lJ 2 6 J J 
Y:.:; rnoP 8 JO J4 J 2 J 2 
W :J.sllingt on 6 22 22 2 5 l J 
1)ebsto r 4 26 26 J 2 2 2 
F J3:t t on E.ou~o 6 18 18 2 5 l l 
·v: . ca rroll 5 5 29 3 4 2 l 
iT ·' . Fe li c i C\.no. 6 20 19 2 5 l J 
1'linn 8 8 31 J 2 2 2 

* on the 4th Court .i~ppea1 Circuit, 5 judge s elected a t l a r ge a nd l judge by the e l e cto rs 
of the pc.rishes of J effers on , Plaq_ueo i ne s, St. Bernard , St. Ghn.s., St. J anes & St. John , 

... -· -···- .. 

Orlenns PD.rish 

Ward Gong . Dist. Sen . Dist. Ward Gong . Dist. Sen . Dist . 

l 2 l 10 z 6 
2 2 l ll 2 6 
.3 l 2 12 2 7 
4 l J lJ 2 7 
5 l J 14 2 8 
6 1 4 15 . 1 1 
7 1 4 16 2 8 
8 l . 5 17 2 8 
9 l 5 
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The :Cxe cu ti v e Branch of Loui sian.a Sta t 'e Gove rnmen t 

The Executive Department 

The Executive Depart ment o f the Louisiana State Gove r nnen t i s made up of 

.. 
thti fol l ovJing officials: Governor , Lieutenant Governor , "mdi t o r, Treasurer , Sec r ete1.ry 

of Sta t e , Registra r of the Land Office , Connissione r of "~griculture and Immi grati on , 

Commissi one r of Cons e rva tion , and a lso the 1•ttorney General and the State Superinten-

clent of Ecuca ti on . IJouisiana cloe s not have a state cabinet • 

..!" "" ' 

Office of the Governor 

The Governor is el e cted i n the general e l e ction f or n t e r m of f our years . . 

* He Elay not b e come his ovm innc c:.iate succ e sso r. The qualificati ons f or Governor n r e 

(l) a t l east JO years of age , (2) a u.s. citizen f or a t l eas t 10 year s , and (J) nay 

hol d no offic e in the U.S. at the tine of e l ecti on . 

The Governor ha s s eve r a l exe cutive , ndnini stra ti ve and juclicial powers . 

His e xecutive and aclministrative povlers include the povJe r of appo intmen t (see chart), 

budgetr;.ry pov1er , powe r t o r equire written r epo rts from the heacls of s t a t e agenci es , 

pov1e r t o sign a ll coooi ssi ons of the state, e1.uthori ty a s conmander-in-chief of the 

stCLte nili ti n (he nay call the oili tin in o rcler t o p r ese rve law ancl o r c!.e r, t o repel 

i nva sion and t o suppr e ss insurrection . He appo ints a Sta t e ~i.dj utant Genero.l , who is 

the f unct i onn l h ead of the t1ili ti a) , the vo t o power (n tvlO-thirds vo t e of bo th houses 

of the State Legisla ture is r equired t o 1)<.'\ SS over the ve t o ), anc:. the governor a l so 

se rves . ~:::Cl ffici o 0n such state boarcls . and cor:missi ons .as ·th e Boar cl .o£ Liquidati on of 

Sta t e Debt, Stn t e .".dvisory BoCL r c:. , Sta t e Budget C::mnittee , Public Buildi ng .l.uthority, 

Bonr d of Registr.:l. ti on , Bonrd of Voting Machines , Boar d o f I nstituti ons , J3oard of 

Hi gln1nys , Board of Publi c Welfo.re, Board o f Supervisors for Louisiana State Uni vc:;rsity , 

e tc • 

* • ittenpts a r e now being nacle t o change this lav1, s o tha t a Gove rnor t1ay succoed 
his ovm t e r m. 
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Hi s juclicinl po,Ters include the right to g r ant repri eves and pn r dons . 

-• reprieve , 1;Thich is a C.e l ay i n carrying out sentence , t1D.y be g iven for n ll off en ce s 

agu.inst th e sta t e . .• pnr don r:J.D.y be g r nntecl by the gove rnor upon r e commendat i on of 

any t1;10 r.1embe rs of the Sta t e Pa rdon ]oarcl, 1;Thich is nade up o f · the Lieutenan t Governo r, 

t he -'-tto rney General, nnd the Presiding Judge of the Court ';The re the convicti on was 

o::..cle . In ctll such casa s, 1;/i th the excepti on of i npenchoent o r t r eason , the go ve r no r 

oay g r a nt par dons , conoute s en t ence , ctnd r e turn fine s nnd f or f e iture s . 

Succes si on to the Governor 

The first succe ssor t o the Gove rno r is the Li eutenan t Governor , followeC.. 

by the ?resi den t Pro Tenpo r e of the Sena t e . Third in succe ssion is the Secretary of 

Sta t e , but he s e rve s only until a ? r es i den t Pro Tenpore is e l ec t ed. 

Other Executive Officia ls 

The Li eutenant Gove rno r nust ha ve the sane qunlificn ti ons e1s the Governo r , 

~ncl is e l e cted n t the s an e tir:J.e f o r the sane f our-yea r t e ro . He is president of t he 

Sena t e ancl first successor t o the Gove rno r . 

The Se cre t a ry of Sta t e is e l ected f o r f our yenr s a t the sta te gene r a l 

e l ec ti on . He oust be a citizen a nd qualified voter of the sta t e . He is responsibl e 

f o r a ll stn t e do cunen ts, nnd f o r publishing the nets and j ournnls of the Legisla t ure 

nnd the Sta t e Suprene Court repo rts. 

The Treasure r is a lso e l ec ted f o r a f our-yenr t orn a t tho s tate scn e ral 

e l Gc tion and oust be n citizen o.nc. ···q_ua li:ffed vot .s r o f the state . HG is the cust oc.li a n 

of stn t e funcls . 

The Auditor, t oo , is e l ected n t the sta te gene:al electio n ~or a ~o~r-:~~D:r 

terr.1 . He oust be a q_ualified vo t er ·a nd citizen of the s t ct te. He is respons i bl e f o r 

checki nG on conpliance 1;1i th t he l 0.1;1 in the expencliture .o f funds by s t nte agencies . 

The Conni s si oner o f -.r;ri culture nncl. I nni g r ati on has the sane q_un lificn tion s 

e1s the abo ve o fficials, nnd . is elected a t the snoe tine f or the snr.1e terr.1 . lie is 

(lJ ) 



responsible for ndoi nistering the sta te 1 s agricultural p r ograo s . 

The Registrar of the Sta t e La nd Office , vlho ha s the sane qualifications n s 

the a bove , and is elected a t the s a ne tine , keeps reco r ds of sta te l ands a nd adoin-

isters their sal es . 

The Connissione r of Conserva ti on is the only appo inted office r in the 

Exe cutive Departoent . lie is responsible f o r ndoinistrati on of n ll l nv1s regnrdi rig 

conservation of natural resources . 

Executive •• genci e s 

The Executive Counsel to the G-overnor is appo i nted by t he governor nnd 

is the governor 1 s chief aclvisor . He oust ·b e a qua lifiecl elector o..nd n li ce nsed 

ntto rney of the sta te . 

The Divi sion of -~dninis t rec tion js hended by n coi:lDissioner who is appoi n t e d 

by the Governor . It is concerned with financi a l onnngenent, fisca l p l a nninE:; , pur-

chasing a nd property control , etc . This nc ency preJX'lres the executive budse t . 

The Budget Offi ce carri es out tfl.e budge t functions unde r the Supervisor 

of Publi c Fund s , v1ho is appointecl by the Governo r . They check sta t e and lo cal t CLx 

collection a nd spen~ing agencies . 

The Governor a lso ha s Cl. Division of .~clninistra t i on Service s nnd .:1 secretc:.ry 

and s ecre t a ria l stnff . 

leoovnl of Executive Office rs 

There a re thre e constitutionnlly es t ablished De thods o f renoving executive 

officers froo their positions . 

The first ne thod is i opeachoent . I opeachnen t proceeding s origina t e i n the 

House of Repr e sento.. ti ves . The Seno.. t e tri es iopenchoent cn ses, vJi th tvJo - thirds bf 

its e l ec t ed oeobe rs required to co nvict . If t he Go ve rnor is tried, a Supreoe Court 

justice oust presi de over the ·sena te . --cce.pted r en ::rorts f or i openclment are hi t;;h 

crioes nnd oisdeneanors in off ice , inconpe t ency , corruption , f nvoritiso , extorti on , 
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oppression in office , g ross n isconduct, or habitual d runkennes s • 

.. ~ second r.:te thod of reoo va.l is by adctr·e-s-s t o the Legislnture . Upon rea.son-

a.bl e ca.use , Vlhether sufficient f or i npenchnen t .or not , the holc~e r of any office except 

tha. t of Governo r or ac ting ·Governdr nay be reooved. by t wo- thirds vo t e of eo.ch house. 

The cnus es for r enoval uust be stctt ed in the o.c.ldr ess a nd published in the journQls 

of bo th houses . 

Fino.lly , o.ny officer ex~ept the Governor , Lieute1~o.nt Gove rnor , or a judge 

of o. court of r eco r cl r.1o.y be renove·cl by judgr.1ent of the clistrict court o f his c'~onicl e . 

The nust be one tho.t is q_ua.lifi ed for i 1~1peachnen t . Such o.ct i ons no.y b e i nsti tuted. 

by the -~ ttorney Gene r o.l or the District -~tto rney , who nus t institute such an nc tJ..on 

when g iven a writt en req_uest, s pecifying the char ges , by tvl8nty- five c iti zens o.nd 

taxp..'!.yers , o r the Governor ( i n the- -case of sta t e , dis tri c t , }XLrish or nunicipal 

off i ce rs), or ten citizens in the case o f wa rd officers . 

Go ve rning -•Uthori ties of Sta te ~'>-dninistrati ve -•t;encies 

El ec ted ~genci es 

l. Governor 
2. Lieutennnt Governor 
'J n Sec r e t a ry of State 
4. Stn t e Trensur er 
5. -·i. t to r ney Genera l 
6. -~ucli tor 
?. Conniss i one r of _lgri culture a nd 

Inr::1i t; rn ti on 
8. Reg i s trar of Stc. te Lo.r.d. Office-
9. St~t e Su.iJc rin tenc"en t of ?ublic 

:Gcluco. tion 
10. Louisiano. St~ t e :aoo.r d of :bduco.tion 
lL Louisio.na Public Se r vice Cor.mi ssion 

~x Officio ~~encies 

l . Sto. t e Cheoist 
2 . Surveyor Genernl 
3. J.n2. toni cal Boo. r d 
4 . Loui s i n.no. -~r t Com.:.i s sion 
5. Buclge t -~ppenls Co D!~1 is s ion 

6. St:'- t e :Budge t Com1i t t ee 
?. St a t e I nsurance Boa r d 
8 . Bo-::>. r cl of Liq_ui do. tion of Sta t e :Veb t 

(con 1 t) 

9 . 
10 . 
ll . 
12 . 
13 . 
14. 
15 . 
16. 
17 . 

18. 
19 . 
20. 

Boa r d of ?ar dons 
Public Build ings Boa r d 
Boa r d of Registrnt ion 
Police Re ti renent Bonrd 
Seed Cor:ini ssion 
State Soil Conse rva tion Cor::1Ditte e 
Strehn Control Coo~ission 
Connission on We i ghts and Measures 
Louisiann Co r.~missi on on I ntersta t e 
Cooperntion 
Boa r d fo r Voting Machine s 
Louisic:.na Stn te Building .~uthor i t y 
Sto. t e _. rchi ves o.nd Records Conmission 

i.ppointed by'Go-v-e rnor vlith Con s en t of Senn t e 

l. ..i.dj utan t Gene ral 
2 . Stc. t e Bank Commi ssione r 
J . Cohlllli ss ion e r of Cons e rva tion 
4 . Direc tor of Occupational Stnndar ds 
5. Direc t or of Publi c Sa fety 
6. Directo r of Publi c lvo r ks 
?. Labor Medi ati on Board 
8 . Boar d of Conmissioners of Louisin na 

State Libra r y 
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~~ppointed by Governor vii th Consent of 
Senat e (con 1 t) 

9. Boa r d of'Rive r Port Pilot Commissioners 
for Port of New Orleans 

10 . Louisiana State Board of ·Hea lth 
ll . Louisiana Ta x Commission 
12 . Commissione r of Insurance 

"i.ppointed by the Governor 

l . Executive Counsel t o the Gove rnor 
2 . Fire fJinr sho.l 
}~ Commissione r of h~bor 
4. Colle ctor of Revenue 
) . Bonrd of Commerce and Industry 
6. Sto. t e Examiner of Municipo.l Fire 

and Police Ci vi l Se rvice 
7. State Livestock Inspector 
8. Sta t e Bonrd of .• rchitectural Exam-

ine rs 
9. Stnto .. >.thletic Commission 

1 0 . Board of Ba rbe r Examin0rs 
ll. Board of Co mmissioners of Camp Moore 
12 , Sto. t o Boo.rd of Censors 
l J . Bo a rd of Certifi ed Public " ~ ccount-

o.nts of Louisiana. 
14. Bonr cl of _l,dmi nistro.tors of Confed­

er n t e Me morio.l Medica l Cente r 
1) . Stc. t e _.dvi so ry Council of Unemploy-

men t Compensati on 
16. Sto.ts J3oa r d. of Osteopo.ths 
17 . Bonr cl of i'~::. rolc 

18. J3o:.crd of Ph::.rm.::1. cy 
19 . Bo ::c rd of Cor..IJ.i ss i oners CLnd Exnminets 

of Ri ve r Port Pilo ts 
20 . 

21. 
22 . 
234 
24. 

2) . 
2 6. 

27 . 
28 . 
29. 

JO . 

J l. 

J2 . 

J3oetrc':. of Ex:cni ne r s of Bar Pilots for 
Port of New Orleans 
Bo ~, rcl of Publi c \>forks 
Loui sic.nn Stn t e Itncing Conuni ssion · 
Loui sio..no. ~1.eo.l :Sstn t e Bo~. rd 

Louisi ::~.no.. S't!Get Pota to _l.clvertising · 
.:end Deve lo pnent ComLlission 
Bott rcl of T:1.x .d.ppe.:1.ls 
Bonr d of Trustee s of T. H. Harris 
Scholnr shi p Fun.cl 
Stctt e Bortnl of Tr.:1.cle Re l a tions 
Boo.. r cl of .L:xaminers in \vntchmaking 
.. \.noco cn Stt~ t e Gni:le nnd Fish ComLliss­
i on 
Fo rthv1est Lo'J.iSiCLno. Game nnd Fish 
Pr e se rve Co2IJission 
St. l"i::c rtin-Lnf :-.ye tte Gnne and Fish 
Como.ission 
Louis i o.nn Youth Commission 

'(con 1 t) 

JJ . Bnyou Bonne I clee Gnme and Fi sh Corm, 
J4. Catnhouln Lake GCtLlG and Fish Co iJn ., 
JS . \!filcllife nnd Fishe rie s Conmi s s i on 
36. Supervisor of Public Funds 
37 . Boar d of Control of ~l coholic ileve r nge s 
38~ Stnt e Ho spital Bon rd 
39 . Dire ctor of Dept . of Hospitn l s 
40 . OrleCLn s Po.ri sh Lo.ndL1o.r ks Co Lloi ss ion 
41 . Lic ensing Boo. r d for Contro.c t ors 
42 . Cor;mission on th8 .i.ging 
4J . Bayou D1"l.rbonne Lake Wnt ershed 

District Conn . 
44 . Connis s ioner of ~l.dainistret tion 
4) . Bundicks Gnoe o.nd Fish CoLlLli ssion 
46. Hickory and Beckwith Creeks Gaoe 

o.nd Fish Comnission 

"l.ppointed by Gove rnor Unde r Other Concli t ­
ions (Soo8 of these agency hends arc 
o.ppointed by the Governor fro m li sts of 
r e commenda tions subLlitt ed i rt accordanc e 
with lm1; others o. r e p:.'l.rtly appoin tive by 
the Governor unde r varying circumstance s) 

l . Director of Civil Def ens e 
2 . Service Oonni ssi oner f or Unit ed 

Spnnish l:iar Ve t erans 
J. Louisi.::.no. Sta t e Board of Denti stry 
4. Louisi ann Stn t e Bon rd of Embnlo.er~ 
) . LouisianLl. Stn t e Bonrd of H:cneopnthic 

Medicnl E~:~.miners 

6. Louisinnn Sta t e Bonrd of Mecli ~a J . 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10 • 

ll . 

12. 

lJ • 
14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19 . 

ExLl.nine rs 
Louisinnc.. Stnte Boa r cl of Hurse 
Exaniners 
Old Stn t e Cnpi tol f·1enorinl Co DJ-:~ i s s i on 

Louisiana StCL tG Bonrcl of Opto LlGtry 
Exnni ne rs 
Bon r d of ConLlis~ion e rs of Port of 
New Orlenns 
Sta t e Board of Pra ctica l Nurse 
Ex..1.nine rs 
State Bonr d of Registra ti on for Pro-
f essionnl Engine~ rs nnd Lctnd Surveyo rs 
Vete ran 1 s .dfairs Coiu:J.i ssi cn 
Sttt t e Bonr cl of Ve t e rinnry Nedi cnl 
Exaniners 
Civil Se rvi ce Co nnission 
Grcn t er ].:l.ton Ro uge Port Co mnf s s ian 
S'·. " Bon r cl of I nst itutions ··· · 
Board of II' -·Jwmys * 
Stn t e Bon. r d of Public \rlelfn r e ·,~ 

(CON 1T) 
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Appointed by the Governor under other 
Condi t i ons (con 1 t) 

20 . 
21. 
22 . 

2J . 

24 . 

25 . 
26. 
27 . 
28 . 
29 ~' 
JO . 
Jl. 

J2. 
JJ . 
J4. 

JS . 
J 6. 
J7 . 
'3 8 . 
39 . 
40 . 
41. 

Pu.bli c Enpl oyee 's Boo.rd 
Bedding l1.clvi sory Boc:t rd 
Boo.rd o f "l.clmi nistrn tors of Cho.ri ty 
Hospito.l of New Crleo.n s 
Boo.rd of Supe rvi sors of LSU a nd A . 
nn,d N. , Co llege * 

·Bon r d 6 f Cur a tors of Loui s ~nnn Sta te 
Museun 
Liq_ue f i e<l Petroloun Gns C or~.nissi on 
"inhydr ous .-i.J;1.Doni n Comni ss i on 
S t o. t e Bond nnd To.x Boa r d 
Civil De f ense .i.<lviso ry Cor;;ni ttee 
Boo. r d of Control of CoSL1e tic 'I'herapy 
Louisiana Forest ry Conmissi on 
J3o .::. rd of Trust ees for Hone s for "i.g ed , 
I ndi gen t a nd I nfirm 
Loui siana Horticulturn l Co mnission 
Louisinna Insurr-tnce Rnting Comr.1ission 
St nte Boord o f Exnni ne rs of Journey­
wen Plunbe rs 
Li ve stock So.nita r y Boa rd 
Stn.tt:? Mar ke t Comr.iission 
Stnt e Mi ne r a l Boa rd 
Stn t o Pa rks Co r:inission 
Pos t Cont r ol Co r:L";li s sion 
Sp.'lni sh Lake Go.me a nd Fish· Connission 
I.i vestock Bra nk Cor.mi ssion 

h2 . Governor ' s Corilmittee on I nte rsta te 
Cooper<'. ti on 

L~J . Ur ea. t a r Ounchi t o. J;ort ConDission 

Miscellaneous Me t hods o f Sel ection 

l. 

2 . 
J . 

4. 

s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

10 . 
ll. 
12. 
l J . 
14. 

15 . 

16 • 

Boa r d of Trust ee s of She riff 1 s P t:?n sion 
and Re li s f Fund 
Sta t e j.dvisory Bonrd 
Boa r d o f Trustees of Teache r 1 s Re ti re ­
Dent SysteD of Loui sianD. 
Board of Trustees of the Loui siann 
Sta t e Schoo l Lun ch Empl oyee 1 s Rc tire­
rJen t Sys t en 
Boa r d of Trus t ee s o f Louisiana Schoo l 
Enployee s Re tirenent Systen 
Court Hous e Conni ssion i n New Orleans 
Gulf Sta tes Mnri ne Fisheri e s 
Counci l of t h e Louisi D.na Sta t e:; Lm1 
Institute 
Boar d of Trustees o f Louis i ana State 
Enployee s h e tirenen t Systeo 
Sta t e vvarehouso Coonissi on 
Sta t e Bo ard o f Library Exaoiners 
Louisia na Security Cor.mission 
Boa rd of Exnni ners of Chiro podist s 
Board. of Trustee s o f the Pa ro chi a l 
Eoploy~... e 1 s 1\.e ti reoent Sys t eo 
I a tt Lake i'ln t e r Conse rvation Distri c t 
Conoission 

. Great e r Krotz Springs Po rt Conoission 

The Louisia.na Sta.te Legis l a ture 

The House of rte pres enta tive s 

Tf1 e House of Represent~ tives of th.e Louisiana Legi::;ln ture has 101 :oenbers , 
... 

' ' 
o.t lea st one froo every p.::trish nnd . froo every .vJnrd in Orlea.ns ?o.rish . Orlenns ha.s 

17 111ards, s one of which hn ve tvJo or nore r r:: pre s entn tives • . • l.ll n;pre s ent~t tive s are 

e l e ctecl for t e r ns of four years . The qua lific<:.tions for n o eobe r of the House nrc • 

th.::. t he is CL citizen of Louisin n.::. for five years , a nd , r-t resident of n pa.rish : in the · 

district (or of the vJn r cl i n Orl eo.ns) for t1110 y enrs . H.e E:,rul a.r sessions b egin on the 

2nC. Mond.o.y of Ho.y . 
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The legisla tive Districts of the House of Repre sentntive s are as follows: 

Cncldo (4 r epresenta tives), Rapi d es (3), St . h'l.ndry (3), ~~cadin (2), -~voyellcs (2 ) , 

Cnlcasieu (2), Enst Baton Rouge (2) , Jeffe rson (2), La fayette (2), Lafourche (2) 1 

Na tchitoche s (2), Ouachit.:'.. (2), St . Mary (2) 1 Tangipnho c.l. (2); and v1a rcls 3, 7, 11 in 

i.-Jew Orleans, (2 reprosentn tives cnch). ."~11 othe rs have one (1) repr esenta tive ench . 

The Sennt o 

The Senn te of the Louisiana Legisla ture consists of 39 ne nbers fron 35 

c.listricts vrho s e rve for four ycnrs . In orde r to q_ua lify for the Sta t e Senn t e , n 

ca ndi dn t e nust be at l enst 25 yenrs old, be a citizen of Louisiann for five years, 

nnd a r e sident of the s enatoria l c.l istrict for tvJo ye.:'.. rs . The regular s e ssion of the 

Senn t e 1 lika the House , begins on the 2ncl Honclny of Mny. 

District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
Dist'rict 
District 
District 
District 
::)is tri ct 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 
District 

The following is n list of the l egisla tive districts of the Senate: 

1: 
2: 
3 : 
4: 
5: 
6: 
7: 
8 : 
9: 
10 : 
11: 
12 : 
13 : 
14: 
15 : 
16: 
17: 
18 : 
19: 
20: 
21: 
22: 
23: 
24 : 
25: 
2 6: 
27: 
28: 
29: 
30 : 

\·iarcls 1, 2 a nd 15 of Orlea ns (1 sena tor ) 
\'ln rcl 3 of Orleans ( 1) 
t.'a rds 4 nnc.l 5 of Or leans ( 1) 
Wa r ds 6 and 7 of Orleans (l ) 
W.:'..rds 8 a pd 9 of Orl eans (1) 
\·{ards 10 nnd ll of Orleans (1) 
\lard s 12 and 13 of Orleans ( 1) 
"\"lards 14, 16 n nd 17 of Orlea.ns (1) 
St . Be rna rd a nd Pln q_uenine s Pn rishe s (1) 
Jefferson, St . Cha rle s and St . John Pn rishe s (1) 
St . J ane s and Ascension Pa rishe s (1) 
Te rre bonne , La fourche ?."nd -~s~n,lpption Par.ishe s (1) 
St . Mary and Vernilion Pn rishe s (1) 
Calca si eu, iillen, J cff~ rson Da vis, Ca neron a nd Beauregard Pa.rishc s (1 ) 
St . f..ia rtin, IbGria a nd Lo.Faye tte Pa rishes (2) 
St. La nc.lry Parish (1) 
_i.voyellos , Eva ngeli ne Parishe s (1) 
Point e Coupee , Ibe rville and We st Ba ton Rouge Parishe s (1) 
East ·Fe licia na a nd 1'iest Felicia na (1) 
En s.t :Ba. ton Rouge ( 1) 
St. Helena , Living ston nncl Tangi p..'l.hoa Pnrishe s (1) 
Wa shins ton , a n d. St . Tn Drr.nny Pnrishes (1) 
Rnpi dc s Parish (1) 
Na. tchitoche s a nd heel llive r Pe rishe s (1) 
Caddo a nd DeSoto Pnrishe s (2) 
Webste r nnd Bossi e r Pa rishe s (1) 
Bienville a nd Cla iborne (1) 
Union and Lincoln Pnrishe s (1) 
Morehouse a nd \·{e st Ca rroll Parishe s ( 1) 
Oua chita. and J a ckson Pn rishes (1) 

(Con' t) 
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District )1: 
District )2: 

District JJ ': 
District )4 : 
Di s trict 35: 

\'linn , Co.ld\'le ll, LaSa lle o.nd Grnnt Pnrishe s (l) 
Enst Carroll, Nadi son, Tensns nnd Concordi a Po.. rishe s (2) 
(l froo En.st Ca rroll or t-1ndison , thG othe r froo Tensas or Co nco r di a , but 
both e l ec t ed o. t l o.r ge over ·4 parishes) 

Hichlnnd , Fr nnklin a nd Cntnhouln Pnrishe s (1) 
Snbine and Ve r non Pa rishes (1) 
.icadi a Pn:d sh ( 1) 

The Louisia na Judiciary 

Orga n iza tion and Jurisdiction . of the Louisiana Judi c i a ry 

Justice of the Pence Courts: Pa rishe s, except Orl eans , a r o divided into 

Just ice of t he Pence Wnrds . Tho vot e rs of t he s e VJ ['.. r d s s e l ec t the Justice of tho Pen ce 

for o. f our year t e r o n t the sta t e gene r a l e l e ction . _i justice of the pea ce must be o f 

[;OOd no r a l char ac t e r, a p ro per ty owne r 1 n qualifi ed e l e ctor 1 O..nd a ble to r oad a nd Wr i t 8 

the English l nnguo.gc . These courts hnve lioited jurisdiction. In civil cn s e s they 

c.r e linited to dispute s iri.volying l e ss than $1 00. They canno t handle cases i n which 

the sto. t e , pnrish , ounicipnlity or o.ny o the r politicnl corporC'.. ti on is the cl6fendnn t. 

This court is oainly concerned VIi th suc!h thing s o. s colle ctions of .:tccoun ts a nd dis-

posse ssion of t e nants . In crioinal cn s e s, it ony o r de r n person to be he l d i n custody , 

o r oo.y s 0 t bail or bond . 

Mnyor' s Courts: Citie s, tovms and villnge s of l e ss thi n 5 ,000 populn tion 
_i_. 

h'lvo Nnyor 's Courts. The oayo rs of such towns sit in judgoent on cha r ge s of violn ti on 

of o~i ci pal ordina nces . 

City Courts : In citi e s ove r 5,000 n~d i n po..r ish sea ts, thE> l egislo..ture 

cnn extn.blish Ci ty Courts i n st e~d of Justice of the Peace Courts. The- judge s nr<;; 

e l e cted .::.. t t h e cong r c ssiono. l bene r n l e l e ction for six years. 1Jew Orleans hns three 

city courts - tho First City Co).lrt of t he City of Ne vr Orl eans, tho Second City Court 

i n the City of Ncv1 Orl enns , a nd t ho Muni ci pttl Court o f Nevi Orleo.ns . They conta in 

J , 1 ancl_ 4 juLl_go s,· r espe ctive ly, v1}_;10 n r c e l c c t s d fro B the ir n r ens o f jurisdiction f or 

the fir st tv1o c ourts o.nd by t ho p::l r ish n t l n r (..; e for the thir d. . ':i'he 1'-iunici p:'ll Court 

is lioit :;d to the trinl Qf offenses c.bninst the ci t y ord ino.nce s of New Orl oc..ns . The 
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jurisdiction of the City Courts is sinilin r to the Justice of the Pea ce Court, but 

in citi e s of nero tha n 10, 000 it nay ha ndle disputes involving nore money . In crioi nnl 

cn s e s it cnn hJ.ndl e c.::. s e s not punishab l e by harcl labor and oay hold. prelioinary 

exaoinations for cas e s not punishable by capital punishnent . It also covers· v i olati ons 

of ounicipal or parish or dinances , and. oay issue peace b onds . 

The New Orleans City Courts are- g iven additional jurisdicti on i n suits 

involvi ng up t o ~ 1 , 000 . exce p t in certai n cases of divorce , real estate , etc . 

Juvenile Courts : Except for the Parishes of Caddo, Orleans a nd ~ast Ba t on 

h Oug e , the juvenile courts i n the parishe s of Louisiana are presided ove r by the 

ju::.ge s of the District Courts , vJho serve as ~ officio juveni le court juC.ges . I n 

Orleans anC. Cacldo there are separate juvenile courts, while Ea st Bato n Rouge has a 

Faoily Court . This is the court of the first instance for persons und er 17 years ol d. , 

except for capital crioes and. rape by chilC.ren over 15. It also covers a dults co ntri b­

uti ng to the delinquency of a chilcl.. under 17, and. desertion or non- support . In Bato n 

Houg e , Faoily Court has a clditional jurisG.iction concerning divorce . 

District Courts: The state is d.ivi d.e C. into Jl juG.icial districts! each of 

vlhich oa lzes up the area of jurisdiction of a District Court . In addition, Orlean s 

Parish has a special juC .. icial arrang enen t , vlhi ch is C::. iscusse cl below. One o r uore 

jucl..ges is e l e cted. fron each of these thirty-one districts at the Cone-; r e ssi onal Genera l 

Electi on . The terr.1 is s ex years . -• cl..istrict judge fil.USt have pra cti ce cl.. la''l for f i ve 

yea rs in Louisiana, ancl have been a resi C.ent of his district f or two years . The l ec;­

isla ture is pe r oittecl t o rear range the jucl.. icial clistricts and , by a hlo- thirC~ s vo t e of 

each house, it can i n crease or clecrease the nunber of juC.ges in ea ch C::.istri ct . The 

courts sit for t en nonths each year in all the parishes exce p t Orleans , whe r e t hey sit 

for 9t oonths . h'l.1.ere the re is oore than one pa rish i n a c: i strict, the .juc'.ge si ts a lt e r ­

nately i n each one , accorcling to the pre ssure of business. In New Orleans, the r e are 

tv1o C:. istrict courts, the Civil District Court for the Parish of Orleans, a nc: t h e 

Cri Di nal District Court for the Parish of Orleans . 'l'hese courts are each co r:1posec'. of 
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e i ght jmlges vrho sit in single judge d ivisions . The j u clges oust n ee t the qualifica ti on s 

for o t he r c i s trict judge s , a nd are e l e cted f o r 12 years . Th e District Cour t is the 

g ene r a l tria l court i n Louisiana . Thi s court has concurren t j uri s d iction i n ci v i l 

oa tt e r s with Justice o f the Peace Co urts i n natte rs c once r ni ng ~ 1 00 . or l e s s ; but 

ha s orig inal j urisdicti on i n case s involvi ng large r aoounts . It ha s ori gina l jur i s dic-

tion i n case s invo lving title t o r eal e state , ri E;ht t o publi c: office , p r obat e and 

s ucce ssion case s, ca s es i n which civil or po litical right s a re i nvolved , an d. oo st cas e s 

i n whi ch a g ove r noen t a l unit is t he defendant . It ha s unli oited and exclusi ve ori g i nal 

jurisdi c ti on i n a ll criminal cas e s . Pra ctically all criDinal case s a r e hea r d a t this 

l eve l a nd go no furthe r . Pe rsons fi ned or sen t a nced t o jail by oayors or city courts 

a r e entitled t o a ppeal t o the District Court of the p:t rish i n vrhi ch the s en t ence v1as 

pas sed if t hey g ive s e curity f o r the fi ne and court costs . Th e Civil and Cri ni nal 

Distri c t Courts of Orleans have , i n general , the sane civil and crioinal jurisdi ction 

r e spe c tively a s the o the r District Courts have i n coobi natio n . 

Court o f _i.ppeal: The r e are three Cou rts of "'·~.ppeal in the stat e , each of 

vlhich con tai ns three judge s . They a r e cho s en a t the Cong r e ssi onal g eneral e l ec ti on 

fo r 12-year r ot at i ng t e r ;:1s . The state is divideG. i n t o three circuits f or cove r a 5e by 

t he s e court s , and each of t he fir s t t wo circuits is divi ded i n to t h r ee d istrict s froo 

each of whi ch a s i ngl e j udge is e l ec t ed . The third Cou r t o f •• ppeal i s de si gna t ecl as 

the Cou rt o f "'~ppe a l o f Orleans Parish , a lthous h it als o cove rs St . Jau c:: s , St . J ohn , 

St . Charl e s , J e ff e rson , Pla queoi nes ancl St . 13e r nar C.. Pa rishe s . The jucl_t:;e s a r e e l ec t ed 

at l ar r;e by the s e parishes , c_ua lifica ti ons f o r a ju,~e,;e i n t he cou r t of · al'pea1 s--ar'e-·- ~--- ·--

U ~- ·s. Citi zen , o"'ua lifi ed vote r i n Louisia na , l a v1ye r with si x years e xpe ri ence i n p rac­

t i ce i n Louisiana , and a two-yea r r e si t e n t of t he d istri c t froo vlhi ch e lec t e c~ . These 

courts a r e l oca t eC. i n Bat on Ito~1t:,;e , Shr eve port anC.. Uev/ Orleans r e sp ec tive l y , a lthou gh 

i n the first t wo ca s e s the cour t s a r e re quirec~ t o sit i n ce rta i n othe r citi e s within 

t he ir circuit s a t l east tv1i ce a yea r . The co u r ts sit f'roo Oc t ober uii.til June each 

yea r . .1 concu r rence o f tv1o juclge s is r equired t o reke a j uc:geoent . These cour ts have 
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appellate jurisdiction, and handle no ori t;i nal cas e s. 'i'hey h ear al l allo\<Tabl e appeals 

fro o t he District Court that do ~ot go to the Supreoe Court . 

The Supreoe Court: The Louisiana Supr eoe Court is con~;osed .of a chi e f 

justice and s ix a ssoqia te justice $. They a r e chosen at the congressional genera l e lec­

tion ancl s e rve f o r 14 years •. The state is c:.. i vi derl i nto six Supreoe Court Di stricts 

f or e l e ction purpo s es , and the justice s are e l ec ted for rotating t e rns , one Sup r eDe 

Court Juclge 1 s t ero GX}.Jiring e ve ry two yea rs . -• Candicla t e f or t he Sup r ene Court oust 

be a citizen of the Fni te cl Sta t e s, a quali~ied vote r i n Louisiana , at l east J5 years 

ol cl.. , have t en years of law practice i n Louisiana, ancl have b een a r e si dent o f the 

district froo which he is el e cted f or t\<IO years . The Supr eoe Court sits in s e ssi on i n 

Ne\<l Orleans fro o Octobe r to June of each year . The justice \<Tho has been in the court 

the l onGes t, autooa tically be cooes the clu e f justice . The Supreoe Court has gene r a l 

supe rvision over the entire court systeo of the state . It can r equire the l o\<Te r 

courts t o oake r epor ts on ~heir work , it can i nve stigate their a ctiviti e s, and i t can 

assi gn juclge s fron one court to anothe r. The Supreoe Court is the fi nal court of 

appea l s for cases that do not involve a f ederal question . They have ori ginal j urisdi c­

ti on on cas e s involvi ng oisco ncluct of oenb e rs of the bar and r eoq val of j uclges of court s 

of recorcl . 

Reooval of Judges 

J. juclge o r Justice oay be i opeached for the sane reasons lis ted f or i npeo.ch­

nent i n the sec tion on the Executive branch of Louisiana c;overnoen t • 

• l Supreoe Court Justice r.1ay b e i opeachecl by trial by full court (7: jutices) 

conpo¥d of Supr coe Court justi ces not conne cted \<lith the case toge ther \<lith a 

nuober of Courts o f ~"ppeal juclce s , chos en by s eni ority, sufficient to bake u p a 

full court . ;m agreeoent of four j udge s is nece ssary to convic t. The ac tion is 

fil e cl.. by the .i.t t orney General on \<J ritten r e ques t , accoopani ed by specific chare;es , 

o f 100 ci ti zens and taxpaye rs, 25 la\<1yers, or t\<10 Supreoe Court Justices .. 
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The impeachment procedure for judges of a?-y l owe r court in t he state is 

the same, except the re quest must come from 25 citizens and taxpayers or one-half 

of the practicing attorneys · in the district . 

Justice Department 

The Louisiana Department of Justice is composed of the Attorney General , 

first and second assistant at torneys general, and other necessary assistants and 

office staff . 

Attorney General: ~he Attorney General is the chief legal officer of the 

sto.te . He and his assistants have charge of all legal matters in vihich the state 

has a n interest or in which the state is a party. He may prosecute for the state , 

or he may intervene in cases which involve the rights or interests of the state . He 

also has supervisory authority over the District Attorneys for the State before the 

Distri ct Courts . The Attorney General issues a number of vlritten l egal opinions 

vrhich appear i n a volume entitled Opinions of the Attorney General . These opini ons 

clarify points of law and are generally regarded as binding until the court has 

·specifically dealt with the matter in question . 

The Attorney General is e l e cted for a four year t e rm at the State Genera~ 

Election . He ap~oints his assistants . Bo th he and his assistants must have resided 

and practiced law in the State for at lea~t f ive years . 

District Attorney: Each judicial district of the State has a District 

.:>.ttorney who handles the prosecution of offences on behalf of the state in his 

district . The District Atto rney is elected f or a six year t (:3 rm at the congressional 

general election , and must be a r esi dent and q_tialifi ed voter in the district , and 

must have had three years lav1 practice in the state . In some .parishes he may appoint 

assistants . The District Atto rney and his assistants are subject to rpmoval from 

office if they defend or. assist in the defense of any criminal pro:secution or charges 

involving the violation of an ordinance or lavJ in the state . 
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Clerk of the District Court: Every parish except Orleans has its own Clerk 

of the District Court, vilio is elected for a four year term at the state general ele ction, 

and who appo ints his ovm staff . They r ecord important records and handle many cl erical 

tasks of the court . 

In New Orleans the Criminal District Court and Civil District Court each has 

its own e lected clerk and appointed clerical staff, as well as a registrar of conve y­

ances and a recorder of mortgages, viho are elected for four year t e rms . 

The Courts o f Appeals and the Supreme Court e l e ct their own clerks . 

Othe r offi cial s : Involved mostly in exe cuting the orde t of the court in 

such matte rs as delive ring court orders , a rre sting and committing individuals, e t c . 

are the sheriff (for Distri ct Courts); -constables (Justice of the Peac Courts) ; and 

town or city marshals (Mayor and City Courts ) . The exceptions are New Orleans and 

Baton Rouge City Courts , which have constables . 

Jury System 

Juries may be divided into tvJO fundamental types-- the g r and , or indictment 

jury and the petit or tri a l jury. The t~o arc sele cted by essentially the same process . 

I n all :parishe s except Orleans (vihe r e the Gove rnor appoints a three -man jury commissi on ) 

the district judge appoints five men who , toge the~ vii th the cle rk of the co urt servi ng 

ex officio, become the parish ju:r;-y commi ssion. This commission is responsible for 

preparing a list of e li gible jurors . In Louisiana , women are not compelle d to jury 

service , and must file a written r e quest wi th the cla r k in orde r to gE:t on the l i st . 

From the list of e li gibles , a n evi grand jury is drawn twice a year i n each parish -.;xc10-p t 

CamGron , wnere it .is constituted for a full year . In the case of a petit jury , n evi 

mGmbers are selected each vieek of the s e ssion becaus G service on this type of jury is a 

full time affair . 

Grand Jury: This jury is composed of twelve membe rs , nine of which constitute 

a quorum . Thi s jury do e s nqt decide tho gui lt or . i nnocence of persons charged viith 

crime s; its purpose is to hold preliminary hearings on cases and to decide vihe ther or 
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not the r e a r c sufficient grounds t o warrant a trial . In Louisiana, indictment or 

prGsentment by grand jury is guaranteed a n accused per son only if the crime is one in 

which capital punishment is a possible penalty . Fo r al l crimes not capital, i ndi ctment 

may be made on a bill of inforrration dravrn up by tl:le _ l)_is~~~ct ll.ttorn~y;or in some. mi nor 

cases, by affidavit . A grand j ury is also an inves ti gative body, particularly in 

a llege d cases of politi cal corrupt i on. 

Petit Jury: This is the trial jury. I n c ri minal case s they r ender decis ions 

of guilt o r innocence . Trial by jury is guarant eed in any case in which a f el ony ra ther 

than a misdemeanor char€e is l E: vi ed . If the crime is one in which the death pena lty 

may be imposed , the j ury i s m~de up of .twe lve members, a ll of v1hom must agree to r ender 

a verdic t . In cas e.s punishable by hard labor, only nine out of the t welve must agr oti . 

I n minor case s a jury of five is used, . and a ll mus t agre.e . However, tha, dc f endent 

can v1aive his ri ght to a jury in t hi s ca se , and l eave t he de cision to the judge a l on e • .. . 

In th..o rare instance of the us e of a jury in civil cases, the membe rship is tv1e lve , 

nino of v!hom must agree in the decision . 

Administra tion 

Louisiana Civil S0rvice Commi ssion 

This Commission is composed of five mcmoors vlho a r c citizens and qualified 

vot ers of the sta t e . They arc appointed by the Gove rnor for six year r otat i ng t e rms 

in tho fo llowing manner : The Pr vsiden ts of Louisiana Sta t e University, Loyol a 

Univ~ rsity, Tulane University , Centenary Collcg~ and Louisiana College each nomina t e 

three pe rsons , and the Gove rnor appoints a singl e membe r of the Commission from each 

of those five nomina tion lists . I n the event of a vacancy , the college or univ~ rsity 

president vlho nomina t ed tho membe r whose pl ace i s be ing fill ed is r esponsible f o r 

submitting ncvr nominations with i n thirty days, oth0rv1 iso tho position will be- fill ed 

by maj ority vote of t he Commiss i oa . Tho Commission appoi nts a Director of Porsonno l 

who is the a dministrative hea d of the Department of St a t e Civil Ser vice . The Dir ector 

may be appo i n t ed v1ith or without an examination, but once appointed he is a cl assifi ed 
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civil s e rvant , r emovable only on cause and afte r be ing given an opportunity to ha ve 

a hearing . 

The Louisiana Public Servic e Commiss i on 

This Co mmission r egul a t e s transporta tion and utility compani e s . It i s 

made up of three membe rs, popularly e l ected from thr ee Public Se rvi ce Commission 

Districts for six year rotating t e rms , a t -the congre ssional gene ra l _!3 l ec tion. They 

must be qua li fied vote rs a nd a r e fo r bidden empl oyment by or inte r e.st in any common 

carri e r or publ i c utility company unde r the Co mmission •s Control . The Co mmission makes 

rule s go ve rning the utili ti e s and holds hearings . Their povJO r s ext end t o t he supe r ­

vi-sion and control of r ai l carri e rs , v.rat e r tra nsportation , t e l ephone , t E> l egraph , gas , 

e l e ctric lights , hea t and powe-r , wa t e r vJorks , e tc •. 

Public Education 

On the sta t e l e ve l , the governing body of the educa ti onal system is the 

Sta t e Board of Educat ion . It is compose d of e l even e l e ctive membe rs , vJho serve 

r ot a ting t erms . Ei gh t of the se oembers a r e e l ected f or e i ght year t e r ms a t t he 

congre ssi onal genar a l e l e ction from districts corresponding to the U. S. congre s si onal 

districts , and t ho othe r three a re e l ec t e d f or six year t e rms from districts corres­

ponding t o the Public Se rvic e Commission Districts . The Board mee ts on or bef ore thG 

first Monday in De cembor of each year a nd a t othe r time s on the ca ll of the pre sident . 

The Board is a poli cy- making body insofar as the e ducationa l system is conce rned . It 

prGscribes standa rd course s of instruction for the public schoo ls . It f ormula t e s rule s 

gove rning the school system , submits the budge t f or educa ti on t o the l vgisla t u r e , 

prescribe s the cours e s t o be given in teach e r traini ng progr ams , ce rtifi e s t eachers , 

appro ve s t extbooks, a nd gene r ally oversu0s the adoinistra tion of the fr ee t ext - book 

l a vJ . The only public educa ti onal institution not gove rn ed by ·the St ate Bonrd is 

Louis i n.na Sta te Unive rsity and Agricultura l and Mechanica l College , vlhich ha s its ovm 

separate Board of Supervisors . 
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The State Superintende-nt of Education is the· ·day 'to-:, day administrator of 

the state educational program . He is elected for a four year term at the state general 

election . 

Public 1'/elfare 

The administration of the various phases of public welfare in Louisiana is 

in the hands of the State :Board of Welfare . It is composed'of nine members, including 

the Governor who serves ex officio . The other eight members are appointed by the 

Governor on the basis of one member from each of the eight congressional districts, 

for six year overlapping terns . The appointments are made from noninations which are 

made in an unusual manner: names nay be submitted, along VIi th a biographical sketch 

of 200 VlOrds or less, by a ll non-profit groupS and organizations Vlhich are domiciled 

in Louisiana and have a constitution, by-laws or a charter recorded by the Secretary 

of State. Interes ted citizens may also submit names, but no· more than five names may 

be placed on the panal of nominees by any organization or person. Within thirty days 

af ter a vacancy occurs, the :Board noninates and certifies to the Governor seven members 

of the panel, 1r1ho must be from the sane congressional as the person being replaced. 

From th,i s list of seven the Governor appoints the ne1r1 member . Any oenber of the Board 

-v1ho has served for four years is ineligible for reappointment and Boo.rd members ·(except 

Gove rnor) cannot hold other office . The Board meets once a month . 

The Bonrd appoints the Coilli!lissib~er of Public i'lelfare VJho is hea d of the 

department . Many of the actual functions of the program are carried out by the parish 

1r1e lfo.re departments, each of which has its o-vm parish boa rd and local director; but 

these units are under the supervision of and subject to policy control by the state 

organization, so that the -v1el f nre fun.ction is centralized. 

Public assi stnnce .is rendered in five classes of cat3cs in Louisiana : 

(l) old age assistance, (2) aid to dependent children, (3) disability assistance , 

(4) gene ral ass istance, and (5) a id to the needy blind. 
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Louisiana Parish (County) Government 

Police Juri e s 

The Police Jury is the Eain governing body of all the pa.rishes of Louisiana:j · ·--

except Orleans, Zast Baton Rouge, Jefferson a nd Plaquemines . Each parish is divided 
: i" 

.... ...... ~ - ··- ---· 

into five to t111elve jury 111ards, each of 111hich elects a police juror . <;J.t the sta t e gene ral 

election for a four yea r · term . In parishes 111ith more than 50,000 inhabitants, each 

ward e lects an additional police juror for each 10,000 inhabitants, or part the r eo f 

ove r 7 ,500 . In parishes 111ith f e111er than 50, 000 inhabitants, a n a dditiona l police juror 

is e le'ct ed in a 111ard for each 5,000 inhabitants or part ther eof over 2,500 • . 

In order to qualify as a police juror, a candidate (or his 111ife) nust own 

maintain it after taking office . He must be a citizen of the sta te for five y ears, 

and a r e sident f o r two years, He must live in the 111El.rd fro r,1 111hi-ch he is el e c ted, a nd 

if h e: moves · out of the 111ard, h e vacates the office. He r.mst be lite r a t e and have no 
- ' 

convictions for felony. 

The Police Jury is responsible f or the appointraent (and renoval)_ of severa l 

parish officials, including the Registra r of V"ote rs. It do e s not, however , govern the 

sheriff, The police jury can redistrict the police jury wards. It makes regula ti ons 

f or building and repai ring of roads, bridges, levees, e tc. It is a lso r equi red t o 

provide for the support o f the sick and disabled paupers includi ng drug ad~ic ~~ 

within the parish . 

Other Fo rns of Fa rish Government 

Ne 11r Orleans has cons olida ted its city and parish governnent. The governi ng 

body of Orleans parish and the city of Ne111 Orleans, 111hich are synonymous, is co mposed 

of a mayor a nd commission council. ~here is no police jury. 

The go verning body of East Baton Rouge parish is a nine-man council, seven 

of 111hon are elected fro m the urb<.'ln o.. rea of :aaton Rouge and the other t'vlo fro m t"\rlo 
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single - neober districts into vlhich the portion ot the parish outside of Baton Rouge · 

is divided . The seven neobers v1ho are elected a ·t -·lar ge : by the city act a s a city 

council for the consideration of only city business, and all nine a ct as a city-parish 

council on matters affecti ng the whole ~qrish . Two other incorporated areas - Zachary 

and Baker - still functiJn in the parish . A sepnrtely elected Mayor- President is the 

executive officer of the city- parish, vJith responsibility for appointing depart E1ent 

heads nnd f or general supervision of the city ' s adninistration . The police jury has 

been aboli shecl . 

Other Pa rish Officia ls 

The Sheriff is elected in the sta te general election for a f our year tern . 

He serves as the chief lavr enforcenent officer and a s ex officio tax collector of the 

parish . It is the duty of the sheriff to enforce the laws, mainta in peace and o rder , 

keep the jail , and ac t as an officer of the district court in preserving order and 

exe cuting the court's writs . He collects sta te , parish , and if a city desires it , 

nunicipal property t axes . He appoints his ovm deputies . 

The Clerk of the District Court is the recorder of court proceedings and 

the custodian of the records of the court and other inportant parish records . He is 

el ec ted for a four-year tern at the state general election . 

The Assessor is a lso elected a t the state general election for f our years . 

He a ss esses the value of property for the purpose of taxati on • . 

The Coroner is e l ected for n four yea r tern at the sta t e genera l e l e cti on . 

He should be a qualified physician . He is responsibl .:; for inve stiga ting ca s e s Jf 

death v1he r e the causes are unkno.vm . He acts a s sheriff 111hen there is a vacancy i n 

that office, or when the sheriff is an inte r es ted pa rty in a ca se . He nay a lso be 

appo i nted parish health offi cer by the police jury . 
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Other Functions of the Pari sh Governoent 

Education : The Parish School Board is in charge of administration of the 

schools on a p3.rish level, and is independent of the other local governnent a l ope; r-

ations . Each School Board (except Orleans and East :Baton Rouge) is compos ed of a s 

oany oeobers as there are police jury wards at the congressional general election. 

Orleans parish elects five Board members at large , and East Baton houge elects seven 

at l arge . The Board preP?-res the budget, l~vies school taxes on property 'l'lithin the 

legal lioi ts provided for this purpose , sele.cts t eache rs , deteroines the nuober of 

schools and their l ocations, and appoints a Parish Superintendant of Educa ti on , who 

is the chief administrator of the policies of the board and serves for a four year 

t er n . 

''{e lfare : Public Helfare policy is deteroined for the Clost part at the 

state l evel . Welfare employees a re a ll appointed by the state agency (under civil 

service ) and financial and prograEl aspects are handled by the sta t e . However , the 

police jury appoints, fr on a list certified by the State Department of \velfare , a 

five-oember P~rish We l far e Board to act in an advisory capacity to the state-selected 

Parish \'{elfare Director. 

Public Health: The state public health prograLl is financed by federa l , 

stn t e and loca l funds . Pnrish health units oay be estnblished by contract v1ith the 

Sta t .e Health Depc..r t nent and tv1o or oo re parishes nay join toge ther to form a single 

health district . The director of a parish health unit , who is a q_ualified physician , 

is appointed by the Sta t e Departoent with the approval of the police jury , and the 

parish district boa rd is selected by the police jury or other governing authority 

concerned. The health units a r e responsible for enforcing the r egulations of the 

sta t e nnd pa rish boards , for making certain type s of inspection , giving sooe physica l 

examinnti ons, innocula ting ngainst co n'ta.gious diseuses, nnd assisting 'l'li th the schoo l 

health prograo . 
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· Li brnries: Mnny of the parishes have established . their own. locnl. libra ri es 

i n co opera ti onc vti th the Sta te Li brnry. The Stnte proL10 tes this prograr.~-~~ .. ~f~~rv1riting 

mo st of the costs for the first year of operation nnd py continuing t o supply books on 

loan froo the circulat~ng collection of the central library. The long term cost of a 

parish library oust be b QT,tl§ by the_ lo.c~l taxpa;y;~_t:_s, vtho _ :ro_t~' - a special assessoen t on 

thenselve s f or this purpose . The police jury app_oints a five oember J3oard of Control 

t o oversee the general administration of the library. The :Soard in turn appoints a head 

librarian froo a list of noninee s certified by the state library exaoiner. 

Agriculture: Another progran vlhich is a cooperative intergova_rnr.1ental pros;ram 

involving state, f ederal, and l ocal gove rnments is the a gricultural J>rogram. This foro 

of assistance is handled centrally through the Agricultural .Gxtension Service_ of federal 

land grant Agr,icultural and Me chanical Colleges. In Louisiana, the responsible instit-

ution is Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College . A County 

A{:;ent (v1ho is a oenber of the University faculty) _is appointed for each parish, along 

with such assistants as nay be needed, including hone denonstration agents. The expenses 

of the progran are ne t out of the r evenues of the three participatir;:g - government s~ - ' The · c 

progran is primarily educational. 

Forms of Municipal Governnent in Louisiana 

Mayor-Council or !Viayor-Alderoan Foro of Governnent 

Under this f oro of go ve rnoent the nayor is the adoinistrative head of the 

nunicipali ty and idracts its affairs subj ect t o the control of the council, vlhich is 

the policy-dete r Dining agency . Ther::; are tvJO variations of this plan, one with a vJeak 

oayor, and one with a strong nayor. Unde r the strong-nayor plan, the mayor exorcises 

• co r e co cwle t e control in adoinistering the affairs of the city; he appoints and r emove s 

aloos t all of the department heads, he may veto l egislation passed by the council 

(111hich may be overri dden only by an extraordinary vote), and he hxer -cises broad auth-

ority over the budget . Al oo st ' all ounicipaliti es in Louisiana operate under this plan. 
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Mayor: The mayor is elected by the people at large in the general municipal 

e l ec tion e·ver.y four tears . There is no educational req_uirement . for this office. 

Board of Aldermen (or Council): Cities must elect ~i ve to nine ~Udermen , 

vrith an eq_ual number from each ward , and others at large . Tovms elect five alder men, 

one from each ward and one at large . Villages elect three aldermen. The Board of 

.Aldermen appoints the Tax Collector, Clerk and Stree t Co mmissioner . The r e are no 

sducationCl,l req_uiremen ts for this office . 

Marshal: The Marshal is el.ected qy the people at large . He is the Chief 

of Police and ex officio constable . His deputies are appointed by the Mayor and the 

:Board of Aldermen . He must be lite rate . "~ vacancy in this office is filled by appoint-

men t of the Governor . 

Wards : Each city is divided into four v1ards, nearly eq_ual in populo.tion . The 

Board of Alderl:len !:lay change the bounderies by a 2/3 vote. No change may be made l ess 

than a year before . muni cipal elections . In towns the mayor and Board of .Alde rmen decide 

' if the tovm shall De divided into v1ards . 

The C oL~1ission Foro of Government 

This form also has tv1o variations . Under one va riati on the coomissioners 

appoint department heads for each department and may remove theL1; the col:lDissioners 

sioply determine policy and supervise the departnent heads. The most fr eq_uently used 

variation , howeve r , is that in which each coooissioner heads a department and the 

co m,lission as a whole de t ermines nunicipal policy. Thus each COT:ltlissione r perform> 

Doth executive and l egislat ive functions. The mayor simply is a oeober of the coooission , 

with little if any oore authority than the other coooissioners . Usually, municipaliti e s 

using th0 conmission plan whose popula tion is over 40,000 nust have a five-oan council , 

and those vThose population is unde r 40 , 0QO must have a three-Jnan council. The follovling 

ounicipaliti e s oper a t e unde r the CorJr.lission plan: 

~nexandria, Rapide s Parish; :Oogalusa , Hashint; ton Parish; Bossiar City, 

Bossi er Parish; Deq_uincy, Ca lcasie <l Parish; Donaldsonville, .-l..scensi on Parish; 
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Hannond , Tangipahoa Parish; Jennings, Jefferson Davis Parish; Lafaye tte , Lafayette 

Pa rish (Connissioners a re called Trust ee s); Leesville, Vernon Parish ; Monroe , 

Ouachita Pa rish; Natchitoches , Nachitoches Parish; Shreveport, Caddo Parish; Sulphur, 

Calcasieu Parish; and Thibodaux, Lafourche Parish (CoL1Dissione rs called Trustees) , 

Coonissioners (City Council): All are elect <.:> d at large f or t e rns of f our 

years. The Co'b..ncil appoints the Municipal 1\.ttorney, Secretary- Treasurer a nd Tax 

Collector , Chief of Police , Chi ef of Fire Depa rtDent, .-tuditor , Civil Enginee r and the 

Muni cipal Physician . In ounicipali ties vii th l ess tha n 40,000 popula ti on , they oust 

appoint the Chi ef of Police and Fire Departnent, but the others are optiona l . •i.ll of 

the se offici a ls r~y be r eooved fron office by Dajority vote of the Council at any tine , 

Municipal Departments: The f ollowing Nunicipal Depar t nents oxist in 

ounicipali ties vJi th nore tha n 40,000 people: Departnent of Public Affairs a nd Public 

Educa tion (Mayor is Co nnissioner), Departnent of Public 1Iealth and Safe ty, Departnent 

of _-,.ccounts and Finance s and Departnent of Stree ts and Parks . In municipaliti e s vlith 

l ess than 40, 000 people the departnen ts a r e : Departoent of Public Health a nd Safe ty 

(Mayo r is Conoissi oner), Departnen t of Finances and Public Utiliti es and Depa rtnen t of 

Strae t s and Parks . 

City-Manager Plan 

Unde r this plan the co~ission or governing board is responsible for policy 

dec isi ons , and a nanage r se l ec t ed by the connission and responsible to it a dministe rs the 

affairs of the nunicipality. No ounicipality in Louisiana operate s under this plan . 

11 Hone Rule 11 

Under 11 hone rule 11 a city is pcrnitted, vlithin the franevJo rk of gen~:; ra l lav1s, 

to draw up , adopt and oodify its charter locally, rathe r than subscribe t o a charte r 

which hn.s been predr a ft ed by t he state , 3a ton Rouge , Nevi Orleans and Shrevepo rt hc.ve 

11 hope rule 11 charters . (See brief de scriptions of Nevi Orleans a nd J3a ton Rouge console­

dat ed gove rnoent in section on Parish governnent) . 
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