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JEFFERSON COUr-i'rY VOTERS LEAGUE 
JEFfERSON CQUF'Yi FLORIDA 

AOB.IL 24, 1965 

NEWS LETTE.R. 

TO: l1embers of The Jefferson County Voters LGague 

The Jefferson County Voters League ~'J'ill r.1eet Wednesday 
ni.ght Apr il2'8, 196 .~) ~ at 8:00 P. ~1 ., at Memoria l Hissionary Bap
tist Chnrcho 

Election of of'ficers and the restatement of objectives will 
be the primary business to consider" 

There h o.ve be E.:J.-:-, sone misunderstanding concerning the Con
gress of Racial Equallty Task :Force vlorkers in rela tion to Jef
ferson-County Votors League,lrresponsible and gullible ind. iv~.d
uals are trying to le2.d the public to believe that two or three 
Executive committee members are responsible for CORE Task For ce 
For~{:ers ~ activities in the county. The following facts will help 
clarify the iss~e. 

The Jefferson County Voters League is . cor;lposed of a cross 
section of the Negroes of Jefferson County. Its primary purpose 
is to encourage all Negroes t!'lat are eligible to register e.nd 
vote , to exercise that responsibility. 

The first CORE Taslc Force \vorlcer to come to this county met 
with the Executive Committee of the Jeffernon County Voters 
League. The Executive Committee decided that this Norker was 
not needed to help with the voters registrat ion drive. The Exec
utive comr.1i ttee transported him out of tovJm. 

Af't er the nemb r::rs of the Jefferson County Voters League be
came dissatisfied v-J ith some voters registration procedures, 
they n1.et to discuss the issue. 'l'he minutes shoH that the :me::J.
bers of the League voted unanimously to us e CORE Task Force 
workers in the county to assist in the voters gegistration 
drive. The members of the Jefferson County 1loters League have 
demanded that the leadership of this organization remain in the 
county. The Executive Committee is fullfilling its responsibil
ity in seeing tha t this is done. 

In continuing to mislead the public these same gullible 
and irresponsible individuals have misrepresented the pm·.rer 
structure of this c ounty (legal~ political,educntional). In that 
they ha V'e spreaded r:1alicious gos s ip about the League. As a re
sult some are so frighteded that their _yivJ..c responsibilities 
are b e in8 ~eglected. 

Some are naive enough to believe that to aslc a fellm; hu
me.n being to reg ister and vote would offend the power structure, 
thereby jeopardizing their jobs. On the contrary, each time e
l ected representatives of the League have had business vri th the 
loca l governmental agencies they have being received with re
spect a.cJ.d cour tesy. 

The majority of the people have supported the Jefferson 
County Voters League. To you~ v.re encourage your continual sup
port. Without your many sacrifices the organiza tion would not 
have been a success. Hay you live long to do more good. 

ACCOf-!PLISHMENTS: 
1. Aroused in some the desire to become pro~ucers of goods 

and services and not just consumers. · 

2, \H th the assistance of CORE registered more than a 
thousand persons who were elgible. 

3. Made contact and adv~ated the administering of the ~~ti
poverty Program~ Th&., Executi v~e commi t_tee .m,~.s;2-~;..w~.._·~~~~~~ 
telepljone calls, ~nvited speakers, secured literature, 
and set in motion the machinery that formed the Jeffer-
son County Improvement Association to admin~ster the 
Anti-Poverty program. Insufficient support prolonged 
the associa tion's activities. In the meantime the 
Rural Development Council was attempting to do the same 
thing. There can be only one agency in a communi t y 
administering t h ts program. Therefore the Rura l Develop-
ment council wa s r eorganized and Negroes are wall rep-
r ese:1ted on the Executive Board. 

Lr. Requested ru1d rec e ived assur~J.ce from the city and coun- . 
ty that Negro l aw enforcement officers would b e pr ovided. 

5. Taught several persons to r ead and write t heir names 9 by 
setting up worl{shops t~arts of the county. 'l'hanl~s to sev
eral public school t eachel""S v1ho help made t his vwrk . 
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· .... ~ 6. The Le&gue has 211.eou:o: <.::.e;e the Negroes of the county to avail 

themselves of t he -opportunity to help select tho individ
uals who will b e in chs.rge of the local goverru:1ents. 

. · 

OBJECTIVES F0:8. THE , CO~~II'JG YEAR 1 
1. To enco1..<.rage G"l 8 r y Negro in the cou~ty who is elgible to 

regist er to plac e his name on the voter registration books • 

2 • . To contJ.nue ar.i.d cx~and the workshops for the illiterates. · 

3. To stro~gly urge all professional people to assume their . 
role of l~aders~l p, to help raise the cultural level of the 
comrnunj_ty, to t ake part in community activities, so that 
they 1.<~ :!.ll not be raere observers and critics of the great 
struggle for citizenship that is going on in this community• 

4~ To bring about better race relations. by speeches, letters, 
and conferences. 

S. To expand the league's services, by obtaining ru1 office, 
telephone services , typm'lriten and office personnel. 

6. To el1Cou.rage qualified ~eg1•oes to become candidates for 
public office - city, count;'/ and state. 

7. To aid Negroes in mal{ing proper adjustments to social and 
political changes. 

8. To acquai:i.1t the communi ties with the necessity and the im
portance of beL:..g involve in politics. Can you take politics 
out of the school system? If you do what -,;muld happen to 
school officia l s local and state1 \fuere \'l'Ould the money 
to operate ~he school system come from? Politicians appro
priate this money. In other words would ·Ne have a school 
system? 

9. To assist the people in learning the names of all of the 
individuals .~ gh;arge of the city govennment and the county 
government. :!-;' ,· · 

lOe To publish voters League news pa pers periodically. 

Respectfully submitted 
The Executive Commit tee 
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Rev. 

f·1r. W .m. Tillman, president Rev. 
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