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AID FOR NEW I1EQISTER3D 
NEGROES IS B3Il'.G SOUGHT 

By Cho.rles M. Hills 
Clcrion-Lodgor Sterr writer 

The -Negro Frecdo::i Democratic Pcrty rlled suit So turday 
to postpone ril,jnicipt.l ..iloctions in Sunflower county until 
October and said it will file suits Monday mnking the action 
statewide. 

The actions sook to call off the May 11 voting and set 
the elections for Octo' er, ~o that Negroes, hoping to get 
l,la.nket quali.J;icat1ons undej, tho ntlw Voting Rights 1.111 in 
Congress, will have opportanity to rotistor, voto and even 
sock office as ·quuliflod tlldctors. 

Circuit Clerk Cecil Cambell, of Indinnol~, was served 
n fedur,..l restro.iner pending c.ction Ly the Northern 1listrict 
F~deral Court at Oxford-~erore U.S. District Judge Claude 
F. Olaytoh. 

Plaintiffs :..re meml'.ers of the Freedon Domocrc.tlo Pi..rty, 
including Fo.nnid Lou Ikner, Roselle 01.lvs, rtn)'lio Mae King, 
Mt.rie R. ~.ol)ks, c.nd Coru Johnson, ;;ll of Sunflower County, 
noting on bebo.11' ol' thern::iolvoG c..nd t,11 other Negno residents 
or S\lnflower County. 

CO-TEFENDJ.NTS 
Gov. P11nl Johnson, .f,bty, Gan, Joo T. Pnttcrson nnd Sec. 

of Stctc. Horl,.er Lndn-.,r, t,ll memters of tho Sti..ts Election 
Commission r.ro i::runed us co-c..1.fendants in the c,;se. 

Patterson suid here s~turduy th.c.t he bns luen served o. 
sulpoonu and thut c. federal n,:;ont wt.s onroute to Peeirl River 
County to serve tho secrotr.ry of stute, who is v1.siting there. 

It was not known whetbor Uov. Johnson b(d o.ccopted s~rvlce. 
Meml,t0rs or the l,lunicip«l clc;ctions commissi.ons and 

municipal D~mocrutia co1111uttt-1s 1n Rulc,ville, Drew, I.ndir..noln, 
Moorhoo.d, Inverness, Sunflo.1or, Ror:ie, und Doddsville, were 
boing served suppoonns. 

Complrinin11: t,h• t N<-1e;rone Iv v"' h"oJn pr"VAnted from 
ruglstc,ring in tii.1-, to vote in the com:'.::ng Jucy ::nd June muni
cipt.l .eloctions in SunfloHer 001.inty, t,h"' ill L,sks , numter 
of concc;ssions th<,t would prevunt ccrrying out the regulur 
Domocrutic primnri~s ~nd g~nornl eloction in June. 

Under Mississippi lrs, tb.o first primt..ry for municipal 
vlect-1.on is Mc.y 11, svcond prim,.ry oloction M:;.71 Hl, c.nd the 
general election Jun., 8. Nonly elected of'ficors would Login 
torms July l. 

IlTJUUCTIOll 
F.:ide~~l Judgo Cl,.yton is Lsk6.d to issutl L.n injunction 

in ft.var of the Ne:gro..is suspunding thu Ll.iovi:. .,1,.,ctions, with 
th,., court fixing t now d, t~ in Octo~ur, 1965, 

It is citv<l thc.t Nu[ r..s h11vc.. lu.;n dupriv~d of the right 
to rcg1stor cmd vote;;. 
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Further, tho bill o:f comolt.int ch~rg-s tht.t unl.:iss the. court 
c.cts, c.nd, too prusunt ulcctlon 1-vis rulo, th,.;. Nogrous will hr.ve 
to liv" undur "minor1tv" rul1J for noths;r four y11 rs. 

Th• bill further -sks thc.t IJ,,gro-.s or others wbo r1.,glstc..r to 
vote. prior to $<.;pt. JO t~is Y'-'-r, 1,-: -.llowcd to vot-. in thu proposed 
Ccto~or vloctions. 

It is r.lso ~sked of tb.., f;,.dJr, 1 co,rt th~t cr.ndid,to~ :for city 
offlco .o c..blc to qu;.li:fy up until 14 dc.ys prior to thu proposoJd 
October uloJctions. 

Bot;b r1..gistr-tions ::.nd qu ... 11.fict tion dv:..dlim,s hr,ve l>c,un 
pnssvd for municip,.l ... loctions under Mississippi luw. 

Tho I ill cslcs th t ~ny poll t .. JC requiromcnts be wuiv,;d 1..nd 
thut t,hos1J pt.ylng poll t:.xc.s prior to Sopt. 30 this yeur 1..0 r llowed 
to vote in munlcip~l cluctlons. 

Under rcquusts o • th•~ Lill of compl, int, thu first primcry 
oh,ct on would Lo hold thr'c..-. weeks -prior to th.o g<Jnornl olvction 
dL tc in Oc tot.-,r. 

FIVE Df,YS 
,.ny porsun who rt1gistr,;rs within five dt.ys bofor ... thu proposed 

gencr1 l eloct.:.on wo 1ld ,,, ullow._d to veto. 
Once tho rogul: r prir.i~ry clcc tions c.nd gonvri. l 1,lection 1..re 

wc-iv<.d, pr->svnt municip 1 o.fficors in thu eight S1.mrlowcr county 
towns would continue to sorv ... until in olcction is hold, but, under 
the dir .. ction of fod..:r,.l re1\.roos. 

Tho fed.,rr.:l court would L ... Luthorizod to roquiro tho govornor 
to dlruct tho suspension of Sunflow-.r municip, l ol ctions 1..nd refuse 
to issue commissions to clcct1on comrnis$ionors in tho eight respec
tive towns in tho cot:1.ni;y, • s woll 1.s onjoin ulc,ct1ons. 

Civil rights t1orncys froJ11 N1:1w York c.nd New Jc.rs,,y si~n.ud 
tho ill of oompli..int, including .. rthur Kinoy, Bon !:imlth, c.nd truce 
\1eltzur of' Nuv; York r..nd Morton Stc...vis of Nsiw, rk. 

Doddsville is tho homi.l of ~I .S. Sum.tor J, mus O. t!o, stlt.nd, who 
wc.s rc.soonsiol.'.l for citing St;.vis c.s l~wyor .for , 11<.;ged sut.versivus. 

Th<> l, tt ... r t..pp ... nr~d ln J,:ckson s .. v\jrt,l wo-.ks .. go in conm,ction 
with I ttcmpts to uns<.ut ,ilississippi' s fiv ... Congr .. ssmun . 

. ,tty. G-.n. Pc.tt..,ri;on s .id thi.t t;b.., n1.,1V o1'1'orts o.f t.bo civil 
rlghts group •. re u continu:;;.tion 01' h.1r .. ssing tti..cks upon tho people 
of this Stl tC1. 

'' I.f tlll,V w.:.rc not tcken s-,riously vy th1., f-.d,,r, l s.ov,.;rrunvnt, 11 

p, tt-.rson st.id, 11th" wbol s Tics wou.ld bo r~ d _oul:ous." 




