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AID FOR NEW REGISTERZED
BGROES IS ESING SOUGHT

By Charles M. Hills
Clerion-Lodgor Staff writer

The Negro Frecdom Democratic Perty flled suit Saturday
to postpone mynicipcl ¢lections in Sunflower county until
October and socid it will file sults Mondoy making the action
gtotewide,

The cctions scck to call off the May 1l voting and set
the elections for Uecto'cr, =o that Negross, hoping to get
Llanket qualifications undejr the new Voting Rights Lill in
Congress, will have opportunity to reffistcr, vote and even
scok office as 'quulifled electors.

Circult Clerk Ccecil Cambell, of Indinnolc, wus served
a federul restroiner pending cction Ly the Northern Blstrict
Federcl Court at Oxflord.lLefore U.S. District Judge Claoude
F. Clayton.

Plointiffs vre membera of the Freedon Demoeratic Purty,
including Fannie Lou Hemer, Roselle (Giles, annie Mace King,
Merle R. Woecks, and Coru Johnson, all of Sunflower County,
acting on beholfl of themaeclves and wll other Negpe residents
of Sunflowsr County.

CO-DEFLNDANTS

Gov. Paul Johnson, <itty, Gen, Joe T. Pautterson and Sec.
of 3tete Herler Ludnsr, wll memters of the State Election
Commission are mamed as co~dofendants in the cuse.

Putterson said here Saturdey thoet he has Leen served o
sulpoena and that.. federal agent wes enroute to Pearl River
County to serve the sscretiry of stute, who is vislting there.

It wos not knmown whether Gov. Johnson hid accepted service,

Memlers of the Munieipul clections commissions and
municipal Demecrutiec committes in Ruleville, Drew, Indiunola,
Moorhead, Inverness, Sunfloasor, Rome, and Doddsville, were
being served suppocenas.

Comploining thit Wegrons huave hasn pravented from
ruglestering in tims to vote in the coming lcy cnd June muni-
cipul .elections in Sunflowsr county, the (1ll usks i number
of conccssions that would prevent corrying out the regulur
Demoeratic primorics ond general election in Jume.

Under Mississippi lrs, the first primury for municipal
vlection is Mey 11, sccond primury clection Moy 18, and the
general cleoction Junc 8. Wewly eclected officers would Legin
torms July 1.

IHJUNCTION

Fadernl Judgs Cliyton is i1skdad to issuc un injunction
in fevor of the Wegrous suspunding the wbove ¢lections, with
the court fixing ¢ new d.te in Octobur, 1965.

It is cited that Nep -os have Lean deprived of the right
to register and votco.
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Further, the bill of compliint churges thit unless the court
aets, cnd, the prusont clcetion laws rule, thoe Negroes will hove
to live under "minority" rule for :nother four yours.

The Dill further wsks thuet Nugeocs or others who ruglster to
vote prior to Scpt. 30 this yoor, bLe ullowed to vote in the proposed
CetolLar ulections.

It is clso asked of the federil covrt thet ceundidites for ecity
office ¢ &ble to gquulify up until 1l duys prior to the proposcd
October cluctions.

Both reglstrietions cnd qualificetion deudlines have bLioun
passud for municipul elocctions under Mississippi luw.

The 111l ¢sks thit uny poll tix requirements be woived wnd
thiat those puying poll tuxcs prior to Sept. 30 this yeur Le cllowed
to vote In municipul clections.

Under requests oo the L1ll of compliint, the first primecry
slect on would te held thriec weoks prior to the genceral oloction
ditc in Oetobcr.

FIVE DAYS
«#ny peraon who registers within five duys beforc the proposed
Fencril eleetion would bc «llowed to vote.

Once the rogul:r primury ¢lecections cnd gencrcl cleetion wre
weived, prescnt municipil offiecrs in thue cight Sunflower county
towns would eontinuc to serve until ¢n election is hold, but, undor
the dirsction of fedurnl reflircos.

The federzl court would Lc ruthorized to reoquire the governor
to dircet the suspcocnsion of Sunflowecr municipil cloetions tnd refuse
to issuc commissions to cleection commlssioners in the sight respoc=
tive towns in thoe county, .8 well us enjoin vlections.

Civil rights .tiornocys from New York ind Ncw Joerscy signed
the 111l of ecompliint, including Arthur Kinoy, Ecn Smith, tnd Eruce
Weltzor of New York and Morton Stuvis of Newirk.

Doddsvillo 1s the homo of T.8. Sunctor Jimes 0. bestlond; who
wes rogponsibla for eciting Stevie s lowyer for clleged sucversives.

The l:ttur cpperr.d in Jockson scverol wecks Lgo in conncction
with tttcmpts to unscct Misslissippl's five Congroasmon.

atty. Gon. Patturson siid thet the now offorts of the civil
rights group .rc¢ & continuction of hurassing rttucks upon thoe people
of this stito.

"If they worc not token seuriously oy the feduril government,"
P: ttoursen suid, "thc whol. scrics would be rud:culous.™





