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CAMTUS CONTACT NWSL™TTTR

TNJUYCTION AGCAINST <UNFLOW-R COUN Y RTGISTRAR---
Iﬁfi%"ld’ﬁ'?ﬁﬂaral Tourt 1s jued an injunction in Sunflower
COuntg, Mississipwi which #llows people to register without
any literacy test except Ti'r copying down four lines of the
Constitution. UNo interpr=svation is required,

This injunetion will last & year, but we want to get as

many peoRXe ms possible r=cistered for the June elections.

Cars are meeded immediatel; for this work; yeou should

try to serd down a car with a worker now. For further information
contact Fred Winn, Box 30, Indianola, #ississippi, 1498, 1112,

MAY 9 = 15 DFMONSTANTIONSew=

2% the stident conference in Washington D.C. it was decided
that thers would be coordinated demonstrations hg students
througholt the country in the week of May 9 to 16 calling
for new mmd free elections,

You shou.d start planning these demonstrations irmediately,
£ you &ould begin en educetional cemPaign among your
sampiza ard home cowmunities, explaining the reasons for
supt ~tirg new elections end the MFDP Challenge,

NEV LTECTIONS===

8 we88sage of a voting bill without requiring new elections
will dirsctly lesd to emounts of terror and intimidation yet
unsden by the civil rights movement., For local law enforcement
will remein In 4lin hnnds of men like Neshoba County's Sheriff
Rainey for four more years so that thers can be a continuation
el econowic intimidation (riring from jobs, cutting off welfare
eheslkasy withdrowing surnlus food) and peatings, bomb thTeats,
snd killings by local white racists,

Many of the states most affected by the bill will not hoid
state or local elections for two or more years, which manmns
that the blll will be ineffective for the next few years,

1} In Alebama the terms of all state and some county
officials will not expire until ¥ovember 1966. All others
expire in 1968,

2)Georiia &auntg officers will not stand for election
until Nowvember 196d,

3) The Iouvisiana general slection for county ofricals will
be held in April of 1968.

L) Mississippi county and state officials are re-elected in
Auguat of 1967, City officials are elected in May and June of
1965, Just before the voting bill gets through Congress,

e call for new elections to be held no sooner than gix and
no later thaen nine months after the aprointment oI federal
reglstrars. For within this time, with gimple registrstion

procedures and adeguate personnel, thousands of southern Negroes
can be registered,

THE CBAILINGE=--

We believe that the issues involved in Southern suffrege are
most clearly drawn in the Jhallenge by the Kississippi Freedom
Democratic Rerty, The Houde of Representatives has clear,
constitutional authority 4o determine who shell and wko ahall
not have seats in the House, The House by a majority vote

can inatruct the state of Mississippi Just how its Congressional
elections must be conducted if it wants ita representatives

in the Mouse. The Mouse can determine who shall and who shasll
not vote in such elections, under what conditions persons shall
be registersd to vote in those elections, and when and where
the elections are to be conducted.

The final enfranchiscment of Negroes depends much more on the
effective pursuit of the Cheilenge then it does on the enactment
of any new oivil rights legislation,


http://to.be

Th§ Mlsaisslippi FPreedom Democratic Party contends that

Prime>=y elections held in Miaszigsivpli June 2, and the general
elections held Hovember 3 are veid, The FDP ig dlsn sorteivbise
the seating of the five Hiaaisaipni fengres:man,

Mrs. Fannle Lou Hamer of Ruleville, Mrs., Annie Devine of
Janton, snd Mrs. Victoria Crey of Hattiesburg have asked the
House «f itepreeentatives to refunse to sest their opponents,
They have ochargad that the elmction "wviolates the Constitution
and lawa of the United Stsates because Negroes throngbout the

state of Migsissippi...were systematically and elmost totally
excluded from the electoral process.,.."

Technically the MI'DP is "echallenging" the election and
"econtesting" the aeatinﬁ of three representatives. That is,
the FD? is "challenging™ the stete-run elections, contending
they are null and void eince tuney excluded Negroeg from the
electoral process. They are also "contesting®™ the seating of
five Mississippi congresamen on the prounds the five were
not elected in a free #nd open eléeckion. Mrs. Hawmer, Mrs.
Pevine and Mrs. Gray charge thet they are the oniy true

representatives sincs their election was the only one *"open
to all citizeng.™

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE AND “H'EE ARE WE MOVING---

Step Ti2 (Decnmber 2 - January 3): The challenpes were filed
with %o contested representatives. Thé "regular" Demoerats
have 39 @ayg to reply. :

Step Two (JsnusTy Ii}: On the opening day o Congrees a groum
of Congrew»smen (1119) challenzed the right of the aentested
delegates to take ttrir geets,

Step Thres (January 2 - ¥ewruary 120): The MFB? hsd L0 days
to take their te-timony in Miggissippi in waublic hearings.

Step FPour (February 10 = March 20): The shpllenged represenetives
hed 4O deys to take their temtimony; they took nane.

Step Five (March 20 « Maveh 30;: The MFDP bad ten days to take
rebuttal teatimony. The overall evidence was preesnted to the
Cierk of the Holise and then forwarded to the public Frinter.

The briefs were then presented ta the Subccmpmiittee on Els~tiouwn
and Privdleges.

Step 3izx (May 1 = July 1): The chasllengera then have 38 day¥s to
file their briefs; the ¢challenged have 30 days fo redly.

3tep Seven: At this point all the acemmwulated evidence, briefs,
responses, etc,are hended over to the House Committee on
Adwinistration which will in all probability hand the ¢ase to
the Subcommittee on Elections and Privileges,

WHAT YQU CAN DO«-~ 1
ToueBout 3teP aix you must Weep worlfmg on edlicating the public

on wnat is happPeninz and in building support. For step 7 we

wdént to heve gbout 1,000 stuvdents in Washington D.C. where they

will lobby for the MFDP, The Washinpton program is explained
in the enclosed memo.

INTIMIDATION TN AMITY COUNTYe--

Un Lrster sunday in Liberty, Missiasippi the sons of TDP
member Reverend Alfred Knox were beaten by two white men.

JB and t#illie Xnox filed warrants for the arreata of Dal
Blaleck for assault with a deadly weapon snd sgainst Jerry
Blateck for asseult snd battery. ‘hen ths coviplaint was filed
on Thursday, Amnmite County Sheriff Deniel Jonea arrested the
Knoxes with a wsrrapt aworn out by the Blalecka eharging the
brothera with assault with a_deadly weapon, The Krioxea were
bailed out iwmedistely on £3C60 each,

We are trying to put preszure on Sileriff Jones to arrest the
Blalecks. Call Congressmen, professors, friends, etc. and
have thew pressure Sheriff Jones, Liberty, Mississippi

{601) 657-2661 or (601} 6£57-2722.






