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BoPrd of Trustees 
Selni~ University 
Se:lrnP 1 U~bPW~ 

-4.pril 191 1965 

I, ~orothy H. R~e, Do .. tn;'lke the follotd.ng st,.,tement: 

I \~S ,employed ~t Selm~ Uii.i versity for the scnool ye!"rs of 1962-63 "'nd 
1963-64·; 1:1hile there I t~ught Business il'_.duc"'t1:.on. · In 1964 I re·signed to 
~.ccept. ~ position \·lith the Feder~l Government, VlH, Tuskegee, ~l.,b~W1. 

Hhile er.nployed ~t Selm~ University I li"'d m-"ny aifficulties tdth 
registr~tion, grt>Cie, credit policies ::1nd regul~tions. None of these 
piicies nnd regul~tions ,.1ere written dmm or distributed either to 
fnculty or students. Rules "'ere rn"-'oe by f'":iculty · --drninistr.,tion 
committee meetings, .. to fit inaividu!'I situ~tions. ·· The rules, hm-rever, 
\'.rere chPnged often ~nd Prbitr!'lrily ~ "'nd \-rere""not ~tmlied consistently 
in Simil..!'lr situ~tions. · ·This m~de -possible rni'nipul"tion of'"regubtions 
for or ;-g"'inst r~_culty .,nd students on the bPsis of person"l likes 
-~nd dislikes. 

In my opinion it is ~-rorth tlie Trustees' tiirie to investig~te !'lnd 
st~nd~rdlze ~u tlie registr"'tion, gi-.,ding ... nd crenit""policies, 'Oro­
cedures ~nd regul!'ltions·.- I believe th!'lt tnese st.,nd"r<iized rules 
should be tJritteh dmm r.tnd distributed to ,..,11 f"culty "nd students before 
they begin "rork Pt the University. 

l-.JIT:W..SSED: 
C~rles E. FPger 
Ho,·m rd ,.! • Tliornpson 
Don"'ld c. U!'ll.mquist. 

SIGNTID: Dorothy i:-T. Rose 



~pril 20~ l9~ 5 

I, J.everend F::>irro Brmm, rr stor of El Bethel, do TIY-'ke the 
follouing str-~temcnt: 

In September of 1964, I re-enrolled .!' t Selm~·1Jniversity, h"ving !!'ttended 
there full-time in the SChoo!""ye!!>r 1957-58, ~nd the SU~'!ler session Of 
1964.. 1tt-s. 0\·rens g~ve to me ~ list of subjects th!1t I needed to gr~d­
u;:~te, :~s stiring me th~t- , .. Jith the completion of t hese I .,.x;uld be eliRible ... 
for gr::>du~tion in J:->nu~ry, 1965;· Reverend Lee H.!'yes, p->stor o:f !17!\ cedoni;> 
B;:!ptist Church in 1-TObile·; U!1b!>Jii.~, W'S given simi1!1r inform~tion. Both 
of us t·rere p;.;stors .!'t th::> t tinie .!'nd h!1d du·Gies in the Church necessi­
t~ting some ~bscinces.. In J~nu~ry Ne uere informed by rtrs. 0\,iens th..,t 
tte COuld not grr~dU1'lte. The re!1SOn given to US by.her \'r-'l S th"t \'.Te 

h::>d ~ccrued excessive Ch:"IOOl !)bsences., She took "' three-hour · course 
r>'·my f'rom both of us, "mich is "lso the current· school pOlicy. 
Reverend HPyes 'tdthdre't·l rrom the University. I, ho\'tever, .!'m··continuing 
for -"nother semester to m!1ke up the tm~ee-hour course, "nd ~Y full tui­
tion. 

I hPd ::>ttempted to discuss rrry situ~tion 'dth Hrs. O.....rens. I 't'l !I S re­
f'erred to Dr. Ot'i'ens, 'tr.hO referred me bPck••to his 'trdfe •. 'She sent me 
bP ck to him. ·neceivin"g no consiCier !!tian !1nd being cert ... in th.,t 
this 'ltlPS . the l'l dministr!itions•s··w::>y or··.,voiding the question, I rlroi>ped 
my compl::.int. There 1-·ms no bo.:.rd of !>ppe"~l to receive my -petition. 

• • - - - .... ... ... <4.6. 

I h~ve ellirtinfl ted ch::> pel ;>bsences, ho1rrever helo.f'ul to my n'-'stor~l • 
duties t h.!' t time··might.be, e:kcept for those necessit"'t@d by tr..,vel, 
~nd for these I r'lm pen~ lized. 

signed: F!1irro Bro1rn 

\'dtness: Tish F~ger 

uitness: Dennis Colel!l:'ln 



I, Benny L. Tucker, do In-"'ke the follot·dng st~tEJnent: 
~ . .. 

-~ 1~.3. I ~ttend~ Se_?:m~ University summer sessicm. I received 

tm tt ~n~ P B+ on the eJCPmin~tion for t>t·JO cou~es, "~cts of the A'POstl;s," 

l!'nd "EvPng~lism." The tests "ttere ~he onlr. ~~ded ~rk in the courses. 

The tests ~re nou in my possession •.. I h"'d ~ fetl cuts in these courses, .. .. .. 
but not enough to get put out of cl .. ss or r--iled. The gr"de c~rd for .. .... . 
the summer session \'r~s never m~iled to my home. DU:.inR this time 

I vms 1rrorking ,,ri.th the Student Non-violent Co-ordin.,ting Committee, 
.. ... . . .. 

doing voter registr~tion \·~rk in this ~re"'. 

I worked t"li.th SNCC full-time during the -period SeptEmber throu gh 
... - .... .. 

Decenber 1963. In J~mi~ry. 1964., I "ttempt.ed to re-enroll "'t Selm" .. .. . 
University for the second semester of the 196.3-64 "'Cedemic ye~r. ~t 

this ti.roo President 0\1ens s ~id th"'t I could not be enrolled. The re~son, 
•· .. 

he stl!'ted, \'IPS bec~use of my gr:-des. ~lhen I ~sked him l-hich gr"des , 

he replied th!"'t I hPd received F's in the tt-ro sUJDner session course~• . , 
11 ~cts of the ".postles," "'nd "Ev!'lngelism." I c:-lled Dr. u.c. Clevel .. nd/>r., .. . 
ch::~ri.m,."1n of the Bo"rd c£ Trustees, to register " protest. Dr. 

Clevel;lnd met l'Tith me "nd Dr. 0\-rens on J"nU"ry .. 22, 1964, in Dr. 0\-rens' 

office. noo.n I brought up ~e eh.,nge in my St""'d~s, Dr. Ot·rens ig­

nored it• l'lnd never shOt·red "rJY record of the gr'"'des to surmort his .. -.. .. . .... . .. . .... 

clr-~im th"t I hPd f,..iled. He "Sserted th"t he would resign before he 
-. ~· 

\'truld ~uow me to re-enroll ~t Selm~ University. He offered, ho"r­

ever, to recommend me to ~mother school. 
.. . ~ .. -

I h~ve not ~ttended Selm~"~ University since th"'t time. I t'fOUld 

like to do so, it possible. 

signed: Benny L. Tucker 

uitness: Dennis Colem<>n 



A.pril 19, 1965 

To the Bo:>rd of Trustees 

I, Shirley H. Crc"r, do rrrke the fol1ot·Ti~g st..,ternents: 

I vrorked :'It the Registr~r Office of Selli~ University during tfie 
period of September; 1962, through Febu"ry, 1963. During t th"t ~riod, 
I ,,,rorked t\'10 hours ~ d~y in the Office of the Registr!'>r .:.ro. tl·JO 
hours :J d !'>y supe~sing the pr~ ctice peri~s of beginning t~ists. 

The follm1ing is :> description of Registrr Office nolicies !'& I 
encountered them during this period: 

I. Sl01·mess of routine office :">Ctivities 
1. Students often do not kno';f l·.rhether thev "re in good 

-" C ~demic str- nding. This is beci>use gr"'des ~re not ~ornniled efficiently· 
end notices not posted promptly. These things occurred frequently 
t-rhile I ,,_rorked in the office. 

·· 2·. r.bny students Here sent home bec~use of f ni!ure to meeir 
grPde · st::"~nd~rds; These students t·i'ere not notified until ..,ftcr re­
gistr~tion ~nd p:1ying ~u tuition~! fees for the second. semester. 

II. LPCk of definite written rules ~nd uolicies ~nd ~rocedures, 
for registr~tion credits, --trnnsfer, ~nd gr->duntion. 

1. I neVer S !:'l\'1 ::1 Hritten st..,tement of oolicies "nd proce­
dure, for registr:otion, credits, t r!>nsfer; "nd gr.,du.,tion.. No-one 
thPt I t;~lked to h::>d ever seen one either-~ ·· ·· 

/ 2e · ·r \•TPS- told th!:!t ruleS 't-rere ffi" de by VOte "t te"Cher'S. 
meetings. r-1-..,ny tePchers, ho":ever, could not rec.,.ll ever voting on 
mPny of these' rules. Nor ~i'ere '-"ny of the~c rules 'ever \-n"itten ' dot-m 
or m~de PV.<1ilPble to the f "culty or st-udent body for"reference. This 
IWll<:es possible In::-nipul~"tion or rules ..,nd·rccords on !'I person"l 
b ::~ sis for ·or ,g-~inst p:.-rticul'-" r students, "nd I often he"'rd rumors 
of such mPniuulntions. 

III. Tr?nsfer "nd grndu.,tion requirements 
1. Students often 't-rere not notified of rejection of tr"nsfer 

credits until ~fter they h"d begun :o course of study not including .• 
the trPnsfer credits. · 

2. Students ucre often not notified of deficiende s in gr""d­
untion requirements until l.,te in the semester during 'Nhich they 
expected to gr:-du~te. 

Signed: Shirley H. Cre~r 

Hitness: Dennis F . Colem~n 

>Iitness: Ch~"~rles E. Fr.-ger 

k 
' 

\ 



~ljril 19, 1965 

I, Chl"'rles :s. FPger, do m~ke the fol1ouing st"tement: 

r- !'\In employed by the Soutliern Christi;;n Lcr..dcrship Conf'erence 1 "nd 
h~ve been working in Selm~ since Jr>nu !>ry 2~- 1965. On r·I"rch B of 
this ye!'\r I entered the Selm." University e"mpus 1:.rith the intention 
of speAking to the students · reg!>rding the be!>ting of 600 Sew 
Negroes the d~>y before. Dr. 0\·rens ordered me to· ·1e~ve the c~mpus, 
~nd I dia. This lms ~bout 10:00 ~M. One hour l~ter I returned 
to the CR!IlPUS ~nd SUCCeeded in sneroking to students b;riefly 
during tbeir regulr>r cl~ss meetings. Dr. ··0\rreris ordered me to le~ve 
·once Pg!!!in, ~nd dem<>nded th"'t I"ce~"'se lfbr!)imVr>shing,u "coercing," 
Pnd 11 intimid~ting" h~s students. I .r.> g!>in left __ the ~"mpus. 

Th!!l t !>fternoon scver~"'l dozen students demonstr..,ted --nd nicketed on 
the C!!mpus in protest of Dr. 0\1ens I "Ctions. I did not P"'rticip~te , 
in the demonstr!>tion. ~ S tlie students "nd r,•tere le,ving the C"mpus-, 
Officer Nichols of the Selm.~ City Police Dc~rtiri.ent. drove up. He 
told ine th.,t the school h"d signed f.l··comj:5l,Int "'g"inst my being on 
the CPmpus, "nd""th,t if I did not l e .,ve !> \:Prrent uould be signed ' 
~nd I l10Uld be arrested. stnce- lfe Nere le'-'ving··,.,t tne t:i.ne he C"me, 
I complie~ Nith his !!>dvice ~"' nd "g" in left the C"'mpus. 

Since thPt time I h~ve been involved in trying to procure books, 
funds "na personnel for Selm~ Univ-ersity in-·ord.er th"'t the insti­
tution rn,~y improve its fPcilities :>nd increr-se its ch"nces for 
::~ ccrcditPtion. 

signed: Ch.,rles E. F!> ger 

~Jitness: 
~·l itness: 
't;Jitness: 

Hovr..,rd \·J. Thompson 
Denhis u. Colern?n 
Don,.ld c. ri:> lmquist 



I., Ch~rles Bonner, do r.l!lke the follot·.ring st~tement: 

On December 8, 1964, I left Selln"' ~nd 'trent to !Ticheg::>n to 
-~ .. - ... -

;:~ttend my gr~ndf:."~ther's funer~l. On the m~rning of Dec::r.roer $, my 

mother, l:Trs. Bernice Bonner_, c:>llcd t~e De~n __ of Nen, __ De'"'n ~kins 1 t~ in­

form him_ t :v't I wo~ld be ler-~vinr:; for ~ .. fe\·r d!lys, bec"'use of the de:_th 

in the f::~wily. De~n ~kins told her th"'t he ~:ould tell the 'R.eg~str"r 

~bout it 1 Pnd everything \·rould be OK. She S"'id he told her thit I .... .. ... 

'trouldn 't get Pny cuts. l-!hen I returned I found I vr.>s out of !>11 of 

ny clr-sses, ~nd th"'t before I could p;et b"~ck in them, I 'NOU~ h"~ to 

P-"'Y the school noney. The re..,son for this, the 11egistr"r sr--id, v ..... s -- .... .. ... 

th!.>t I didn't le"ve ;:~ v.rritten st..,tement in her office st.,ting th"t I 
/ ~ 

't'rould be out of cl~ss, ~nd f~r ~oi'f long. I h!.>d never he~rd of mtch ~ .... ""• . 

rule before thr-~t time, "'nd, "'PP"'rently, neither h..,d the De"n cf Hen, 
- - ..... .... 4• • 

bec~use he told my mother th~t the ~bsenccs 1·!ould be t"ken c"re of. 

I h-.,ve, in f"ct, never seen "' viritten co-py of the rules "nd nolicies 

to v.Jhich I "' !:1 subject. To E'.Y knm-rledge, no other student h"s seen 

~ny of the regul..,tions, either. 

(signed): 

( t·ritnes sed): 
(l>dtnesscd): 

Ch!'lrles Bonner 

J..,nct Fiser B..,ker 
Dennis ColelnPn 


