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1 Negro to organize. First of all, the State of Mississippi does 

2 not want the Negro to participate in its political processes, 

3 and then the State does not want us to organize and get trained 

4 for political education, political participation, and we felt 

s that as citizens we have a right of participation, we have a 

e right to organize, we have a right to have a voice in the 

7 govermnent, and we felt that this injunction by the State 

a it was brought about by the Attorney General Joe Patterson --

9 and we felt that this injunction is just another way of keeping 

10 us from becoming integrated in the political process of the 

11 State. 

12 And so we say we have a right as a political party 

13 to call ourselves Democrats and not as a club or just any kind 

14 ·of organization out there which can command political partic-

15 ipation. 

16 Q. In other words, it is necessary for people to get 

17 together in order to be effective as a voice, is it not? 

18 A. That's right. 

19 Q. And it was necessary for many Negroes to get together 

20 and form a party in which to express ideas? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

That 1 s right. 

And did you not find it true that in your ability to 

23 express ideas and to represent people who were not being 

24 represented in Congress you found it necessary to form the FDP? 

A. Yes, and to keep our name as a political party and 

26 not as a club or --
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Association? A. Yes. 

Now, insofar as the use of the word "Democrat" is 

3 concerned, I take it, that the use of that name was for the 

4 same reasons and continues to be for the same reasons as the 

& position which you had at the Democratic Convention last in 

e Atlantic City? A. That's correct. 

' 
. Q. In other words, that you maintain that you are the 

8 only organization in this state which truly represents the 

9 democratic ideals, Democratic Party ideals as well as the plat-

10 form and the candidates that it represents? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Now, just one or two more questions, Mrs. Devine, 

13 and this has ·:to · .do:.:~ with your candidacy last November. Were 

14 you able to get around into the District? 

A. I made some visits to several counties. 

Q. Did you have large contributions, a large treasury 

17 in which to campaign? 

18 A. No, I did not. It was just a matter of doing the 

19 best I could. I mean, --

20 

21 

22 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Were there any newspapers at your disposal? 

No. 

Now, was any radio station at your disposal to get 

23 out your message? A. No. 

Q. 

A. 

Any TV programs available to you? 

We had Oll.e TV program, one TV something one time. 

28 And, of course, it was not because the people of Mississippi "' 
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1 was able -- through some other source but the people of 

2 Mississippi were not able, the people of the Freedom Democratic 

3 Party independently were not able to provide TV, radio, news-

4 paper coverage. 

Q. So, in short, then, there was virtaully no way in 

e which you either as a candidate or as a party could communicate 

7 with the people, except .by word of mouth and through pamphlets? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

That is true . 

You didn't have any kind of a campaign newspaper or 

10 something of that nature? 

11 A. Well, we had in our COFO offices and in our FDP 

12 offices, we would get out the fact sheets and things like that, 

13 pass them out in mass meetings. And through communities. 

14 Q. Now, unless you actually would go into a community, 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

21 that? 

A. 22 Well, what I mean by that is that there is some 

23 difficulty because of the slow process and, you know, facilitie~ 

24 and equipment, but we do have -- well, we do have communication 

2& but, as I say, it's slow and there is ltmited equipment and 

ae limited personnel to do the work and like that. · 
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1 Q. All right. Now, can you tell us -- since the 

2 November electio.n, I take it, the FDP is still active? 

A. Very active. 3 

4 Q. And I take it you in your capacity as a member of the 

~ executive board of the FDP and in other capacities are still 

6 active in politics? A. That's correct. 

"' 
Q. And could you tell us whether there has been, since 

a February 13th, for example, any publicity for the ideas and 

9 programs of the FDP in the press of Mississippi? 

10 A. Yes, there has been much publicity in the press about 

11 the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. They refer to us as 

12 "that outlawed party." 

13 Q. Well, now, that represents a sort of a change, 

14 doesn't it? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

What do you mean represents a change? 

Well, before, let's say, February 13, how did they 

17 refer to the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, do you recal ? 

18 A. They seemed to have taken the Congressional Challenge 

19 very seriously, but now they say something like that our 

20 depositions were completed at a certain time and that, of 

21 course, this period that we are going through now is illegal. 

22 And, of course, they ignored it . I mean, there has been much 

23 talk ·in the press about what is going on right now. 

Q. Well, before even these depositions began, do you 

2e recall how they referred to the Freedom Democratic Party? 

26 Instead of calling it "outlawed," they referred to it in anothel 
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1 way, do you remember? 

2 

3 

4 

& 

6 

' 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

A. Yes. They took us very seriously at first. They 

said we were not legal, but Mr. J. P. Coleman proved that they 

thought we were legal because he came to us in Washington, 

D.C., on January 4th and served the briefs to let us know that 

they intended to go along with this contest. 

Q. Do you recall the use of the words "so-called Freedom 

Democratic Party"? 

A. I have seen it so many times. 

Q. And was that prior to this challenge that you used 

to see it so many ttmes? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A~ 

Q. 

Yes, and during the challenge. 

And you don't see it as much any more do you? 

Yes. 

You see the word · "outlawed" today? 

I didn't see it today but I saw it this week. 

The word "outlawed"? 

Yes. 

And do you see the word "outlawed" perhaps more 

frequently than you see the word "so-called"? 

A. I didn't see the word "outlawed" before this week. 

Q. Before this week? 

A. That's right. 
-· 

Q . . That ·does represent a change then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mrs. Devine, do you have any other statements or any 
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1 comments that you would care to make·:at this time concerning 

2 these matters? 

3 A. Well, if I can say this, I would like to say that the 

4 State of Mississippi has consistently reduced its Negroes to 

~ poverty, ignorance, apathy, and they continue to maintain this 

6 by intimidations, harassments and the testimony that we have 

7 gotten from people during this rebuttal period proves that the 

a State of Mississippi is just as bad now as it was in the 

9 beginning. 

10 MR. MANES: Thank you very much, Mrs. Devine. 

11 [Whereupon, the witness was excused by the Hearing 

12 0 fficer. ] 

13 VICTORIA JACKSON GRAY, 

14 called as a witness on behalf of the contestants, who, being 

15 first duly sworn by the Notary Public to tell the truth, the 

16 whole truth and nothing but the truth, was interrogated and 

17 te!?tified as follows : 

18 . .. . · ~ ~.-.~'l'_: :~.~L : . . I ·wo_u.l .4 · like to enter my appearance at this 

19 time . My name is Emerson Darnell and I am a member of the 

20 New Jersey Bar . My office address is 219 High Street, Mt. 

21 Holly , New Jersey . And my residence is at 130 East Main Street 

22 Moorestown, New Jersey . I am also admi tted to practice before 

23 the Supreme Court of the United States . 

24 And I am appearing here today as agent on behalf of 

25 t he challeng·ers and specifically Mrs . Victoria Gray . I am very 

26 glad that Mrs. Gray could be here today, although she is not 
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feeling well, but she has agreed to testify at this ttme. 

EXAMINATION BY MR.. DARNELL : 

1 

2 

3 

4 Q. Mrs. Gray, would you state your full name for the 

e record? 

e A. Victoria Jackson Gray. 

7 Q. And are you a member of the Negro race? 

8 A. I am. 

9 Q. Where is your home? 

10 A. Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

11 Q. How long have you lived in Mississippi? 

12 A. Well, for the major portion of my life. 

13 Q. Were you born in Mississippi? 

14 A. I was. 

1~ Q. Did you go to school in Mississippi? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. Could you tell us just briefly what your educational 

18 background is? 

19 A. I finished high school at DePriest Consolidated 

20 School in Forrest County . I did a year of college work at 

21 Wilberforce University in Ohio. I did a summer or session at 

22 Jackson State College and a summer session at Tuscagee Institut 

23 Alabama . 

24 

25 

28 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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A. Three children. 

Are they all living with you? 

1 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. No. I have a daughter who is married and I have two 

4 sons who live with me. 

Q. Now, at the present ttme, Mrs. Gray, what is your 

e occupation? 

7 A. Well, I am with the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 

a Party and I give full ttme to the party, and presently we are 

9 in the process of continuing to solicit support for the 

10 Corig;essional Challenge which we hope will be before the House 

11 within the next few months, and this entails, of course, quite 

12 a bit of travel in attempting to help people to understand 

13 specifically what this Challenge is all about and why there is 

14 a challenge; and this, you know, helps them then to detennine 

liS the importance of the Challenge and also it helps them to see 

16 that it isn't just a Mississippi problem but rather that it's 

17 a national problem. And so they bav:e::a responsibility to this 

18 problem. 

19 And they in turn then begin to organize in the areas 

20 where they live and urge their congressmen to support the 

21 Challenge when it camesbefore the House . I think this is 

22 pretty important and it's what I am spending most of my time 

23 doing. 

26 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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1 A. I live in Forrest County, a suburb of Hattiesburg, 

2 Mississippi. And this is in south Mississippi. 

:s 

4 

Q. 

A. 

~ District. 

6 Q. 

How many counties comprise that district? 

There are 16 counties in the 5th Congressional 

And were you one of the organizers of the Mississippi 

7 Freedom Democratic Party? 

8 A. Well, yes, I suppose you would call it that. I was 

9 certainly among the people, you know, who formed the Mississipp 

10 Freedom Democratic Party actually. 

11 Q. Now, who is the alleged incumbent for the 5th 

12 Congressional District::at ·.:-the present tilDe? 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

Mr. Colmer, William Colmer. 

And is he the man that you are challenging in this 

15 proceeding? A. He is the person, yes. 

16 Q. To go back for a moment, Mrs. Gray, when you were:'_in 

17 school in Mississippi do you recall being taught anything in 

18 school about your constitutional :right to vote? Was this part 

19 of the curriculum in your school? 

20 A. No, it was not. In fact, quite frankly , I don't 

21 remember being taught that I had a constitutional right period. 

22 Q. You have been a school teacher at one ttme in your 

23 life, have you not? A. Yes. 

26 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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1 A. I taught in Jones County, in Perry County, and in 

8 Wayne County. 

Q. 

A. 

And which grade did you teach? 

Elementary . Usually second and third grades. Of 

5 course, there was one school that I taught in where I taught 

8 primary through the fourth grade there. We had six grades ther~~ 

7 and two teachers. 

8 Q. Do you remember whether at that time there was any-

9 thing taught in that particular school about voting or about · 

10 constitutional rights? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

There was not. No, there was not. 

When did you first become interested in your right 

1:S to vote or to hold political office? 

14 A. Well, my first really, you know, real interest in the 

115 business of voting -- I don't know exactly how old I was, but 

16 I am sure I had reached voting age there was an election 

1'1 coming up and I remember walking down the street and I saw this 

18 sign in a window on the street where some candidate was appeal-

19 ing to "All White Caucasians, Redblooded Citizens" to vote for 

20 him, anq I don't know, there was something about this picture 

21 here and, you know, the guy was very specific in the kind of 

22 person or people that he wanted to vote for him; and I knew I 

23 would like to vote, but I knew he wouldn't be the kind of guy 

14 that I would like to vote for in the first place ; and, in the 

115 second place, he wouldn't want my vote anyway. 

28 I began to notice then, you kmw, what the different " 
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1 candidates had to say, what their platfor.ms were, what they 

2 figured they had to offer, and it all added up to the same 
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3 thing. And as much as I felt I wanted to vote, I didn't see 

4 any sense in going to the trouble, because there was simply 

& nobody to vote for, and not having been exposed to the processe 

6 and what-have-you of government I had not the slightest notion 

7 of how people go about changing these things. 

8 And so across the years, you know, I was always inter 

9 ested when the election time c•uup~1but:.:neverl}:'aallyc:1~ttempted to 

10 become registered because I just never saw -- I had never seen 

11 anybody that I could vote for even if I could vote. 

12 

13 

14 

1!5 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

When did you make your first attempt to register? 

I'm pretty sure it must have been April of 1962. 

And were you successful at that time? 

No, I was not, nor was I successful for the next --

16 well, .I don't know really how many times that I went down to 

17 attempt to became registered because many times I would go 

18 into the registrar's office and he was out and the people in 

19 the office said that only Mr . Lynd could administer the 

20 application for registration to Negr()es, and he was quite 

21 frequently out of his office . But I am pretty sure I filled 

22 out five applications for registration before I was finally 

23 registered in October :of 1962. 

26 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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Right. 

What was his official position? 

Well, circuit clerk and registrar, Forrest County. 

What happened in October of '62 at which time you 

e finally succeeded? 

6 A. Well, Mr. Lynd was on trial in September and the 

? Thursday before the trial was to finish I had gone into the 

8 office and filled out another application. And during the time 

9 of the trial all of my --

10 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

How many applications had you made up to that point? 

If I remember correctly, there were five . 

And the litigation you referred to, was that a suit 

13 brought by the Department of Justice? 

14 A. This was the suit brought by the Department of 

15 Justice, yes. And during the trial all of my applications were 

16 brought in. There was -- well, Mr. Lynd did not want to pre-

17 sent the application that I had filled out on the Thursday 

18 before the trial began, but finally the court ordered that this 

19 application should be brought in; and they were used, you know, 

20 in trying to get Mr. Lynd to point out what was wrong with one 

21 or two of the applications, you know, why hadn't I been 

22 registered, and at one point he was han~ed one of the appli-

23 cations and asked what was wrong with it; so he looked at it 

24 and said he didn't see anything wrong with it. ·And so he was 

25 asked then why was I not registered with the application. 

26 He said, "Well, I don 1 t kiDW but there must have been-
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1 something wrong, but I just can't find it right now." 

2 Anyway, when I went back to the courthouse at the 

3 end of that waiting period, 30 to 33 days -- I am not sure --

4 I was registered at that time, and I really feel that I would 

& not have been registered probably had these applications not 

e been used during this trial, and they really got him into a 

7 lot of trouble, on a lot of the points that he had been 

8 terribly technical about. 

9 Among one of the things that was brought out as a 

10 result of using these applications was that they held it agains 

11 most of the Negro ~applicants or all of the Negro applicants 

12 because many people did not kn~ their voting precinct. I was 

13 among those people, to be very frank. But then it was dis-

14 covered that most of the people -- or the official group in 

15 Forrest County didn't really know, you know, too much about 

16 voting precincts because they were unable to determine where 

17 one precinct left off and another began. They were unable to 

18 determine, to say there in court who lived in what precinct 

19 according to the geographical area. 

20 So the court wanted to know then how you were going 

21 to say that we were not eligible to become registered, because 

22 we didn't know when obviously nobody in Forrest County knew 

23 where one precinct ended and another one began. 

24 Qo. Were t here some other Negroes registered at the same 

25 time, October of 1962? 

26 A. Well, not at the exact same time, but I recall that / 
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1 at least two more people were registered somewhere within that 

2 period of t:flne. However, the court ordered the registration 

3 of 43 people, you know, when they handed down their decision 

4 and I was among that 43 that they ordered, but I had already 

& been placed on the roll in October. 

6 Q. Have you voted since that time in the elections which 

7 have taken place? A. Yes, I have. 

8 Q. Now, bringing this matter down to date, Mrs. Gray, 

9 do you know how many registered voters there are in Forrest 

10 County at the present ttme who are Negroes? 

11 A. · Well, I don't know the exact figure, but the last 

12 time that I talked with someone about it, there was approx-

13 tmately 300. However, I don't know how that goes with Mr. 

14 Lynd, because when I was attempting to qualify as an independen~ 

15 candidate in the general election, we were ordered to bring 

16 back the names of the people on the petitions to the registrars 

1 '7 and have them certify each name. And when Mr. Lynd got through 

18 with the Forrest County list we only had 12 people qualified. 

19 Negroes that is . 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Q. 

Was this 

Yes . 

1964? 

Now, you 

the general election of last November? 

A. Yes. 

have mentioned your attempt to get on the 

24 ballot for that election. What is the office for which you 

25 were a candidate? 

26 A. 
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l from the 5th Congressional District. 

2 Q. Could you tell us something about your efforts to get 

3 on the ballot and what difficulties you ran up against? 

4 A. Well, we met the state requirements and 

IS Q. Are you referring there to a petition? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. How many names did you have on your petition? 

8 A. It seems to me that I had pretty close to 500. 

9 Q. Where did you submit this petition? 

10 A. To the office of the Secretary of State. 

11 Q. What kind of reception did it get? 

42 A. Well, we were informed that these names, as I men-

13 tioned awhile ago, would have to be carried back to the 

14 registrars · of our respective counties and each name had to 

115 be certified. 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

And did you then do that? 

Yes, attempted to do it. And, of course, by the 

18 time these people got finished, we didn't have so many names 

19 any more . 

20 Q. Of course, when I say did you attempt to do it, I 

21 am referring to your political workers in the Freedom Democrati 

22 Party. A. Yes. 

A. Do I understand you correctly that the registrar 

24 concluded finally that there were only 12 certified voters in 

215 Forrest County? 

26 A. 
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1 about this, he pointed out that, you know, that this was it. 

2 And, of course, we tried to keep records ourselves of the 

3 people who had become registered and it was pointed out to hua · 

4 that we had a much longer list than this. And it was also 

!S pointed out -- then he brought in this business about po 11 

e taxes, and it was pointed to him this was a Federal election 

7 and, thereby, you know, poll taxes were not required as such. 

8 And he pointed out that this was the Mississippi law 

9 and it was the Mississippi law that he was going to abide by · 

10 and make his judgments on. And so --

11 Q. At that time, in your Qpinion, how many Negroes of 

12 voting age resided in Forrest County? 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

Of voting age, probably, 1 think, around 7,000. 

How many names were pn the ballot when the ballots 

1~ were finally prepared in November on the Democratic side? 

16 A. Just the names of the people who are now occupying 

17 the seats . 

18 Q. None of the Freedom Democratic Party candidates were 

19 on the ballot? 

20 A. No, with one exception . 1n ·the 4th Congressional 

21 District there was both a Republican and Democrat, you know, 

22 running but aside from that --

23 Q. 1 understand that. Now, at the time of the election, 

24 Mrs . Gray, do you know many Negroes voted in Forrest County? 

25 A. ·. Well, everyone that -- well, now, you are referring 

26 to the- general election? 
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Q. 

A. 
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I am referring to the general election in November. 

Everyone that could vote that we know anything about. 

3 We ran a very effective "Get Out The Vote" campaign. We 

4 supported, of course, Johnson and Humphrey for the presidential 

e candidates. We had Forrest County very well organized and by 

8 the end of the day, November 3rd, I dare say 99 and 9/100 

7 percent of the people who were registered had voted. 

8 Q. Now, did they vote in the official election or did 

9 they vote 

10 A. In the general election, yes, the official election. 

11 Q. What was the Freedom election? Can· you tell us a 

12 little bit about that? 

13 A. The Freedom election was the election that was run by 

14 the Freedom Democratic Party. Because we were unable to get 

1~ our candidates on the ballot, we decided we would hold our own 

16 election and this we did. It was run, you know, in the way tha 

11 Mississippi says the election must be run, though they them-

18 selves never run them that way. They were completely open and 

19 any persons who met the requirements could vote. And all· who 

20 wanted did . I think it is quite interesting that in the 

21 Freedom election the president and vice-president received by 

22 far more votes than they did in the regular election which, of 

23 course, was run by the Mississippi Democratic Party. 

24 And I think we should be aware of the fact that 

IS even though our election was an open election, due to many 

26 limitations, there were many areas in the state which we did , 
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1 not cover, whereas the regular party had all of the resources 

2 and everything at their command of the entire state, and yet 

3 we polled, as I say, by far more votes for our President 

4 Johnson and Vice-President Humphreys than did the regular party 

~ with the resources of the entire state at their command. 

6 Q. Now, Mrs. Gray, turning for a moment to a somewhat 

7 different subject, since the first depositions were taken in 

8 this proceeding have you been in Mississippi? 

A. Yes, I have . 9 

10 Q. Have you been here fullttme or have you been travel-

11 ing? 

12 A. No, no, I have not been le re full time. I am in and 

13 out of the state fairly frequently. 

14 Q. And in what parts of the state have you traveled sine 

15 February 13, 1965? 

16 A. Well, mostly in south Mississippi from Forrest County 

17 down through the Gulf coastal area . 

18 Q . Have you been in Jackson County? 

19 A • . Yes . 

20 Q . And Harrison County? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q . Now, do you know of your own knowledge of any unusual 

23 events in those counties which you would like to testify about? 

A. Well, I could not , you know, testify firsthand 

25 information, but I can talk about some of the things that I havE 

26 been told . 
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Well, you go ahead and tell us what they are. 

That have been going on, you know. For instance, in 

3 Moss Point there has been the school board boycott, school boy-

4 cott, and people -- this boycott grew out of the recommendation 

5 ~o the educational officials I guess might be one way of 

8 stating it to really talk to or listen to the needs that 

'1 the people in the community felt needed some attention. And 

8 after they could not get any cooperation from any of these 

9 people, then they decided to protest. 

10 And, of course, there were arrests and jailings and 

11 this sort of thing, and I understand that just last week end 

12 there was even some shooting, at least a couple of homes were 

13 shot into • 

14 

15 

Q. 

Q. 

At Moss Point? A. Yes . 

Do you know of any incidents -in your own county, 

18 your home county, Forrest County, since February 13, 1965? 

17 Well, I don't know of any specific incidents, but I 

18 have been talking with, you know, people from my county and I 

19 understand that contrary to the new tmage that Mississippi is 

20 attempting to project, people, you know, in Mississippi have 

21 not found any indication of same. It seems that the people 

22 are being told that if they attempt to go down to the court-

23 house then they won't have jobs when they get back. 

Q. 

A. 

Is this in your county? 

Yes, this is in Forrest County. For instance, an 

26 example of one place is a poultry plant there in Forrest County~ 
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1 that hires most all Negro women at very poor wages really, but 

2 these people have been told in no uncertain terms that if they 

3 go to the courthouse they won't have jobs; and, of course, this 

4 has happened likewise with people who work in private homes 

e and other places of this sort. In other words, they are pro-

6 jecting this image, you know, about improving things. I under­

' stand that if you do go down to the courthouse you might get 

a registered but then behind the scenes the people wham these 

9 people work for make it very clear you better not go there. 

What does this new image refer to? 10 

11 

Q. 

A. Well, this thing, you know, of Mississippi becoming 

12 more moderate in its thinking and at least begining to assume 

13 some aspect, you know, of -- well, I don't know whether 

14 respectability is the word I want to use, but the governor made 

1& a statement sometime in the last couple of months, I guess, 

16 where he said that things were going to -- law and order is 

17 going to prevail in Mississippi, at least for the next six 

18 months. This sort of thing. Heretofore there has not been any 

19 atatements coming from the governor or other supposedly respon-

20 sible people in this state against the various acts of hostil-

21 ity and brutality that take place in this state. And so it 

22 seems that they are trying to project the idea that they are 

23 becoming concerned about these things' but at the same time 

14 within the state there is no· indication. 

2& And another example might be, I was coming from 

2e Biloxi, maybe a couple of weeks ago now, with a white lady who 
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1 was down from New York. The highway patrolman came along o He 

2 obviously didn't know the composition in the car as he passed 

3 at first, but when he got by I guess he did, so he went ahead 

4 maybe for a couple of miles or so and then pulled off the highw~y 

e and he waited until all of the cars between his car and our 

e car had passed. And when we passed he got behind us. The 

7 lady made sure she stayed within the speed ltmit, so he came 

8 around us and then started driving about 40 miles an hour. 

9 Well, the lady had an appointment in Hattiesburg for 

10 3:00 o'clock and it didn't seem that he had any intention of 

11 changing his pace, so she decided that maybe sh~ would go 

12 around him since she was certain he was only doing about 40 

13 miles and the speed ltmit is 65. And imnediately that she 

1& went around him he stopped. us and he came over and he went 

1e through the usual thing, driver's license and identification, 

18 registration and what-have-you of the car. And then he wanted .' 

17 to know was she vacationing in Mississippi and she told him 

18 yes, you know, ''Kind of." 

19 And he said very casually, "I will just bet you are ." 

20 And he let us go. But the point is, you see, there was never 

21 any reason for us to be stopped in the first place, and had 

22 she been driving alone or had I been driving alone he probably 

23 would not have stopped us o But this is the same thing that was 

24 happening four or five months ago when a stmilar thing happened 

te to Mr. Guyot and another young man and myself. 

18 We were stopped pretty much on the same note and held-
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1 up on the highway for at least a couple of hours . So what I 

2 am saying is, you see, maybe they do want to do something about 

3 it, but we have no indication of it down here where things are 

4 happening. The same thing that happened five months ago 

~ happened about a week and a half ago. 

6 Q. In other words, in your experience since February 

7 13, there hasn't been any change? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

Not in my experience, no. 

Mrs . Gray, one more question: Have you talked to any 

10 people in the three counties you visited since February 13 

11 about the so-called new image and was there any change in the 

12 official attitude or not? 

13 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Yes, I have . 

What do you conclude from that? 

My tmpression -- their ~pression is that if there is 

16 a change i t 's for t he worse . We notice that in many cases the 

17 police and what-have-you are becoming even more hostile, you 

18 know, maybe than they were before. And, as I say, in Forrest 

19 County this is something t hat we knew all along but it wasn't 

20 be ing made so obvi ous, you know, that bet ter not go down there 

21 and t his sort of thing.; I think t his is all part of what is 

22 happening and I say if t here is any change, the people that I 

23 t alk with seem to thi nk it's really for the worse, because on 

24 t he one hand they are saying, ''We are going to do this." But 

25 on the ot her hand they have got people back here that see to 

26 it why they don ' t have to do it . 
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1 Q. Is there anything else you would like to state for 

2 the record at this t~e? 

3 A. Well, I can't think of anything specifically, but 

4 for whatever it's worth I think the Mississippi Freedom Demo­

D cratic Party is about the best thing th~t has ever happened to 

8 Mississippi and probably even to this countey because it is 

7 helping people all around this country to became aware of the 

8 fact that Mississippi is a part of America and that every 

9 American is responsible for it. And I think this is good 

10 because people now realize that Mr. Eastland, Mr. Co~er and 

11 people like this not only hamper progress in Mississippi, but 
::. 

12 they hamper progress all over this country. And I think as 

13 .. they become aware of that it is, of course, going to shorten 

14 the t~e when the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party will be 

15 recognized as the Democratic Party in Mississippi by the 

18 National Democratic Party, ·as well as by the people in Missi-

17 ssippi who compose the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. 

18 MR. DARNELL: Thank you very much, Mrs. Gray. 

19 [Whereupon, the witness was excused by the Hearing 

20 Officer o] 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

28 
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