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Mrs. Lucy Montg omery 
875 Brid lewood Roa d 
North bro ok , Illinois 

Dea r Mrs. Montg omer y : 

This wi t a ckno wledge your re cent c ommunic a ti on 
to the Att orney ~ eneral regardinc the events in S elma, 
Alabama, du r ing the past f ew wee ks . 

Tile Dep a rtment of Justice is pr esently engaged in 
litig a ti on un de r th e 1957 , t he 1960 , an d 1964 Civil 
Rights Ac ts in S elma. This litig a ti on include s discrim­
ination in th e voting process an d intimidat i on of 
Negroes f or th e purpose of int er f erin g wi th their ri gh t 
to vote. 

On Febru ary 4 , 19 65 , in the su it a g a i nst the Da llas 
County Board of Re gistr a rs , the United St a tes District 
Court for th e So u th ern District of Al a ba ma held th a t 
the Registr ar of Vo t er s bad sys t ema tic ally discriminated 
a g a inst Negro vo te r ap pl icants, The Cou r t ordere d t he 
registrars ~o speed up the registra ti on pro ce ss a nd 
enjoined the use of a diffic u lt constitutional test. 
Lite ra cy of a pplic an ts , h encefort h , is to be dete rm ined 
by the a pp lic a nts• an swers to inf orm a t ion a l-type q uestions, 
such as the name of the a pplicant , t he length of time 
he ha s lived in th e co unty , whe the r he h a s been pr eviously 
re gi stered a nd marit a l st a tu s . 

In addit i on t o elimi n a ti ng the d iff icu lt a oostitu­
tion a~ test a nd dir ec t ing th e Goard to expedi t e r egistr a tion, 
the Court 's order now permits Neg roe s who ar e rejected 
by the Boa rd on or a fter Fe br uary 5 to a pply to the 
feder al c:_our t £or registc a t ion. lt f urther permi ts a ll 



.. 

Negroes who sign up to be processed before July 1, 19 6 5 , 
but who are not processed by the So a rd by July 10, to 
apply to the federal court to be registered. Thus, the 
Court provides a remedy beyond further court proceedings 
for any future discrimination by the Board, This is in 
accor danc e with the 1960 Civil Rights Act. 

At the pres ent time , there are three other cases 
pending against the Sheriff an d Circuit Solicito r of 
Dall as County. Theae suite claim that these public 
offici a ls have abused their powers in admin istering t h eir 
responsibility to enforce the criminal laws of tbe State 
of Alabama for the purpose of intimidating Negroes who 
seek to register to vote or who peac eful ly urge t h e expe­
dition of the registration process. In two of these c a ses 
we were unsuccessful in the district court and have 
app e aled from the district court's order, These app eals 
will be argued in tbe Fifth Circuit on March 24, In a 
third c ase brought on September 4, 1964 , aga inst the 
Sheriff, Circuit Solicit or, Juvenile Judge and Circuit 
Judge, the United States again claims that these officials 
have abused their powers -- including the power to arr est 
for the purpose of interfering with Negroes who se ek to 
exercise their right to vote and their rights under the 
1964 civil Rights Act. 

In this case the Dep a rtme nt took advan t a ge of the 
prov isi ons of the 1964 Civ il Rights Act to obtain an 
expedited hearing before a special three-judge court. 
A trial was held by three federal judges in Selm a during 
December. Testimony was taken for seven d a ys. The 
Government has a lre a dy filed its brief. The defendants 
have until February 22 to file theirs. There a fter, the 
matter will be decided by th at court. 

In addition to those cases directed specifically 
against Se lma and Dall as cou nty , Alabama, the Department 
of Justice filed on January 5, 1964, a voting suit 
against all 67 counties of Alabama. That suit charged 
that Alabama's very difficul t voting test has the effect 
of discriminating unfairly against Neg r o voting appl icant s. 
A bearing an d a pre - trial conference have been set in 
this case for March 8 before a three-judge court consti­
tuted under the provisions of the Civil Right s Act of 
1964. 



Finally, the Department of Justice is investigating 
all incidents in Selma which may involve violations of 
federal la w. If these investig ati ons disclose such 
vio la tions, appropriate action will be taken. 

By the 17th of February, pursu an t to the order o f 
the Federal District Court , about 700 persons had signed 
the appearance book of the Dallas County Board of 
Registrars, signifying their desire to register to vote; 
and some 120 persons had been processed. In accordance 
with the order , all persons who sign the appearance book 
before July l must be processed by the 10t h of July; if 
not , they may apply to the Federal Court to be registered. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ O""--""or 

JOHN DOAR, Acting 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Divis ion 




