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THE PRES!DEI'I':\''S PROPOSED L965 VOTING RIGHTS BILL 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States o! America in Congress assembled, that 
this act shall oe known as the "Voting Rights Act of 196S." 

Section 2 

No voting qualif'ication or prodedure shall 
or applied to1deny or abridge the riPht to vote 
o! race or color. 

Section 3 
A 

be imposed 
on account 

No person shall be denied the right to vote in any 
Federal, state, or local electirn because of his failure to 
cauply with any test or device, in any state or in an,y 
political subdivisi on of a state which (1) the Attorney 
Ge.neral determi.nes maintained on Novem"Qer 1 , 1964, any 
test or device as a qualificati ->n t:or voting, end with respect 
to which (2) the Director of the Census d~termines that 
less than SO per cent of the persons of voting age tes1dtng 
therein were registered on November l , 196!1, or that less 
than SO per cent of such persons voted in the Presidential 
election of N~vember, 1964. 

B 

The phrase "test or device" shall mean any requirement 
that a person as a prerequisite f9r voting or re(rlstration 
.for voting (1) demonstrate the ability to react, write , 
understand, or interpret any matter, (2) demonstrate any 
educations~ achievement or his knowledge of any particular 
subject, (J) possess good moral character, or (L) prove 
his quali.fioations by the voucher of re~istered voters or 
members o~ any other class . 

c 

Arr:f .state vl.th respect to which determina MOil!! have 
been made under subsection (A) or any political subdivision 
with reS.Pect to which such determinati.ons have been made as 
a separate unit, may file in a three-j'rdge district court 
convened in the District of Columbia an action for a 
declaratory judgment against the United States, alleging 
!:hat neither the petitioner nor any person acting under 
color of law1 has engaged during the 10 years precedinp: the 
:t'Uing .. of the action in a ets or practi?~a denying or a
bridging the rirdlt to vote tor reasons of race or color. 

I.f the court determines that neither the petitioner nor 
eny person acting under coil.or of law has engaged during 
such period in any act or praC'tice denying or abridging 
the right.to vote for reasons of race o.r calw, the court 
shall so declare and the .Provisions of subsection (A) and the . 
examiner>procedure establi.ahed by this ACT shall after 
judgment be· inapplicable to the petitioner, Any appeal 
.from a judgment of a three-judge court convened under this 
sub-section shall lie to the Supreme Court . 

'· No d_eclaratory .judgment shall issue under this sub
sec tip~ with r~spe~t to any petitioqer for a ?er'o~ of 10 
years a.(tel' the entry of a !;i.nal judgmmt of any COUl'j; 
of the United States, ;<~nether en~ered prior to or after 
the enactment .of tnis ACT, determining that den'i'Bls or 
abridgmep.ta qf tile ri¢'\t to vote by reason of race 'i>r 
color );lave occurred anywhere 111 the territovy of such 
petit:i.oner, 1 
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Section 1A 
V/llenever the Attorney General certifies (1) tl'ult he bas received 

complaints in writing Crom 20 or more reudept~ of a -p.olitical atjbdi vision 
VIi th respect to JYthich -determinAtions bBv~ been made under Sec!iion 3 (1) 
allagiQg that they bBve been denied the r~ht to vote under color of law 
by reason of race or color, and that he believes such C9~laints to be merit
orious, or ( Z,) that, in his jl.\d$enfl the appointmon't ot eial!lin~p is. "Otherwise 
necessary to en!'b'rce f,he ~uarantees qf the· 15th A.mlmmenj; , the Ci Yf l . Services 
Coomtission- sl\alJ.' appoint· <IS many examiners in eruch subdivl:sion as it may de~ 
a~propriate to prepare and maintain lists of ~rsons eligible to vote in 
Federal, Sta te and local elections. Such appointments shall be made without 
regard to t he; civil service laws ancl the Cla!JSi!ioation Act of 19!8, as 
amended, and:ltnay b!! terminated bf ~he commission a If ~ny tim~. r-xamir)ers 
shall be sUb:tect to the provisions oi' Sedion ~ of thfil Act .. Qf Aw;. 2, 
19)9 , as amended ( t he Ratch Act) . An examiner shall have tfie power to administer 
oaths. 

B- A determinatio!l or certification of the Attorney General or of the Director 
of the Cen:n1s under Section J ar ,u. shal~ be fina~ and effective upon publication 
in the Federal Register, 

Section l(A_ The exanrl.llars far each: -.,oliti.'cai eubdi,vi1liori shall el«!arl:ne 
applicants conciarnfqg , th'eir qual:li'ica tiOI\S for vo,tin.g. '.,An ,a"'Plication to 
an axa111iner shall be• :io\'1 such form as the ,epmmissioll ,tr-ey reqllirl' and .shall 
contain allegat'ions ·that the aD:>lica:nt 'is not otherwise regi-etf!;oed to' vote, 
and that , rtithin 90 1!4,-s ·~receding his 'a"">?lict~tion1 he bas. ~e~n denied under 
color of lawthc opportunity to. register or to vote or h,as Ql).en roun<~ not 
qualified ~o vote by a person 11ndcir color of la,Yt: ro'Vi:ded, ,)hat the r ,equirement 
of t he latter' allegation may be 11a1ved b:f tpe At'torney Oenera;L. 

B - Any person whom the examiner finqs ~o have the qualifications prescrited 
by state law in accordance with instructions received under Section 6(B) shall 
promptly be nlaced on a list of eliPible Y.9t:rs . A c~~ten~e to such listing 
may be mado i n acc'ot'dam:e -.li tn ·Section 6 ~Al and shall n'ot ~!:' ~he basis for a 
prosecution untler any nr'bvisioll of tijis Act . 'The list ~hall"~be a~llable for 
public inspection and the exllll1iner shell certify and transmi't such list , and 
any supplements as ' a""'ro:priat. e 1 eac)1 l!io'nth to i.be oi'ffces of the sPpl'o'priate 
election officials, "ii:th copies to the Attorney Oenerd and the Attpmoy 
General of i.he 9t'a te , 'Ariy pE>?llon nhoso namo arypears on such a list ' shall be 
entitled and allcn~ed to vot:e rin the l'l.ectjon dis t rict of hi·s res3qence 
unless and until the a~nroryriate election ~ficials shall hsvo heen notified 
that such p erson has been removed from such 11 - t in accordance with Subsaction~ 
(D): provided, that no person shall be entitled i.o vote in any election by 
virtue of t his Act unless Me name shall have been certified and transmitted 
on such a list to 1;be offices of the S"l))ron:r'iate election officials at least 
h5 days prior to sucb election(. 

C- The examiner shall. tss.ua to each person a,.,earitlg an such a lisil a certificate 
eVidencing his I!' ligibili ty to Yote , ~;' ' ' · " . , - ,, 
D- A person YJhose name appears on such a list :SMl'.t b'6 rernovecj tnere.from 
by an examiner if ~l} he has• been .successfully chlfil llnffed in accordance with 
the proeedure t'rescribl!!d in Section 6(A) , or (2) he h1'is been determ1ned by 
an examiner (i]. not. iio have "Voted at least 1:1nce during three consecutive 
years while lis ted, or (ii) to have otherwise 1 st his elibility to vote. 

. • J·. 

E- No ~rson shafl be deni~d the .rl.J$t to -vot;e fo'r·'failure t ·o ':isy a . '(loll 
tax if he tenders 1:laytneilt of slleb 'ba~ for - current year t ·o ~n exaininer, 
whether or not such ten~er woul d be trimeJ.y or adeqllii.te Iinder state law. 
An examiner shall ' Mve attthority to ac-ce)')t such pa!,ollfent from any pe'rson 
authorized to make(an application for liet;i:ng1 atW· shal .l issoo a rece'l,pt 
ro,. such payment ·· ~e J.;u;t,~m,-for C.9.~inuad~nro.t tllis.,subs.eo~ioh~.J 
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Section 6A- Any challenge to a listing on an .e~~bility list sha~l be heard 
and determined~y a bearing officer appointeH 'bY. ah~ respon~ible tO· ~he Oiv~l 
Ser vice Commission and Iinder such" rii),es as j;h!J ,c:om¢'Ll~ion shall bllf r.!!~tion 
prescribe. Such chllllenP,e shan hi! ~i)t"!Jr'tpined o~~;l,y,· if made within lQ days 
after the challen~ed person !s fisted, an~ lf eu~~orted by the a£fidav.it of 
at least two persons havii!IJ personal koowiede:p 91' ~e facts cor,lsti:tuti.ng 
grollnds for the challenge, ar;l£l such challen~e shall be determin!ld ~thin 
seve11 days after 1t was made. A petition for review of ~he decision of the 
hearing ot:ficer lllBY be filed in the United States Oourt of Appeals for 
the circuit in which the person challOil<'ad resides within J5 days after 
servi ce of such decision by mail on the 1oving party, but no decision of a 
hearing officer shal~ be overturned unless clearly erroneous. ~ny person 
listed shall be enti tled and allowed to vo-be oending final determination by 
the bearing officer and by the court . 
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B- The ti.mes, places, and prootu:lures for aJniioation a11d listing ?l.\l'61!ant to 
this Act and removals trom the eli~tihility lists !ihall be pr escribed .Qy' 
regulations promulgated by the Civil Service Oommissi6n and £he commission 
shall, after consultation with the Attorney General , instruct exa.Dliners 
concerning the qualifications required for listing. 

Section 7- No per.son, whether acting under color of law or otherwise, .shall 
fail or refuse to oermit. a :person whose name &'PJ:>ears on a list transmitted in 
accordance with Section 5(B) to vote, or fail, or refuse to count such person 1 s 
vot e1 or intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or attempt t .o intimidate , t\lreate11111, 
or coerce a~ person for voting or attempting to vote under the a~thority 
of this Act. 

Sec.tion 8- l'lhenever a state or ,olitical !11tbdivision for which determinati.ons 
1.1re in effect under Section 3 ( fr;) .sh11ll enact any law or or<linance illlOosing 
qualifications or procedures !or voting different thAn '~;hose in force and effect 
on Nov. 1·, 1966, such law or ordinance shall oo1o be enforced u~ess and until 
it shall aave been !'~nally adjudtcated by an action Sor declaratory judgment 
brought againat the United States tn the District Court for the District o!' 
Columbia that such qualifications or proc~dures will not have the effect of 
denyin~ or abridging right~ ~uaranteed by the J.5th Amendment . All actions 
hereunc;ler shall be heard by a tllree-jud-:f/ court and there sl:jall btl a riqht of 
direct appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Section 9A- Whoever shall deprive or attemot to deprive any person _oi aey 
right se~ured by Sedtion 2 or 3 or ~ho shall violate Section 7, shall be 
fined not more than t6 ,OOC, or imprisoned not 1n0re than ·u,;e years , or 
both. 

B- "lh.oever, v1itb:in a ye~r follonnl' ao election in a oolitica:l subdivision 
in wbioh an flXIIminer ha~ been appointed (1) defftroys , · defac-es, ·mutilates, or 
othel'"ftise al-ters the markinP.; of a pa)ler ball.ot cast in an:Y sucli .~leoti~n, or 
(2) alters any record of votin~~; in such election made by a votirlg IIII!Cbine 
or otherwise,, shall be fined not 11ll)re t~n ll5 ,000, or imprisoned not more 
than .five years, or both. f 

C- Whoever conspires to violate the provisions of subsection (e) or (B) of 
this section, or interferes with any ri~ht secured hy Section 2, ) , or 7, shall 
be fined not more than $),000, or imnrisoned not more than five years, or 
both. 

D- Whenever any person has enga~ed or there are reaso~ble prouds to believe 
than any person is about to en~a~ in any act or practi ce ~rohibited by 
Section 2, 3, 7 or 8 or subsection (0) of this section, the Attorney General 
may institute for t.he Uhited States, or ih the name of ths United State111 an 
action !or preventive relief, including an apolication !'or a temporary or permanent 
in .iunction, restrain.intl order, or other order, and includiJ;tg an ord!ll' directed 
to the state and state or local election officials to require them to honor 
listings under this Act. 

E- 1'1henever a person alle~es to an examiner within 2!t hours attars the closing 
of the polls that notwithstanding his listing under this Act he has not 
been permit&od to vote or that his vote was not cour1ted1 the examiner shall 
forthwith not ify the United States attorney for the judicial district i1' such 
allegation in his opinion aop~ars to be wall rounded. Up' receipt of such 
notification, the United States atto~no· may forthr~th anply to the district 
!:Qurt for.an order-enjOil.ai~-l':ffliC~ca.J;lon.of .tb.&,J:'§sults of~ the . e~ecUot~, ~ 
and the court shall issue such an order pending a heariM, to determine ~ 
))'hether the .. aJ+e11:ations are v10ll found~d •. ,~( see .• ;last page.J:o.r; contii:IU4Ua&-vr.M 
of this subsection. ) :,r·, . __ · . •): 

F- The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction o! 
orooeedings instituted pursuant to this section and shall exercise the same 
without regard to whether an applicant for listi.ng under this Act sbsll have 
exhausted 411Y administrative or otherremedies that mat he ,1 P~t. orovided by law. 

Section 10- Listing ~rocedurcs shaLl be terminated in anr oolitieal subdivision 
of any state wneno\~r the Attorney Gener~l notifies the Ci Vil Service Commission 
(l) that all persons listed by the examiner for such subdiVision have been 
placed on tho appropri ate votinR r~~istration roll, and (2) that there is no 
longer reasonable cause t~ believe that persons will be deprived of or denied 
the right to vote on acco' >nt of race or color in such subdivisH n, 



Section ~lA- All cases of civil and criminal contemot arising under the 
proVisions of this Act shall be ~ove~ned by section 151 of the CiVil Rights 
A.ct of 19S7 ([r2 lJ. S. C. 199S) . 

B- No court other than the bis trict Court for the Distric:t ot Cola'llbia 
shall havr- ~urisdiction to issue any declaratory jud~nt or any rest~aining 
order or temporary or permanent injunct ion arrainst the oxecut~on or enfor~ement 
of any proVision of this Act or any ac';ion of any- .Federal officer or employea 
pursuant hereto, 

" C- The term "vote" shall h;~ve the same meaninP. as in seoUon 20011 of the 
reviSed statutes ( U2 lT. 5 , C. 19711)) . 

0- Any statnmant made to an examinP.r ID<I:'f be the basis for a prosecution 
under S&ction 1001 of Title 18, United States Code, 

Section 12- There are her by authorized to be anm;;onriated such Sw:lS" as are 
necessary to carry out tho pro>rision~ of this act. 

Section l3- If any proVi.si.on of this .Act or ~he auolicati.on thereof to 
a~ person or circumstances is helo invalid, the remainder of the Act and the 
al)Plioati<m of the prqvision to ~Jthel' persons t~ot si.milacy situated or to 
other circumstances shall not be affected thereQy • . 

Continuation of Section 5E- The examiner shall transmi~ promptly any such 
poll tax oayment to the local otfic1al eutho~ized . to receive su7h payment 
under state la·w, toget~er ,vfith the name and address of the ap!'llicant. 

Continuation of Section 9E- In the event the court determines that persons 
who are entitled to vote under the proVisions of this Aot wer e QOt permitted 
to vote or their votes we;re not counted, H shall proVide for the casting 
or counting of their ballots an~ require the inclusi on of their votes in 
the total vote be!ore any person shall be deemed to be elected by virtue of 
any election with respect to which an order enjoinin~ certifi cation of the 
results has been issued, 
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