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THE STA'l'E CONFERENCE REPORT 
ALABAI-1A 

Student Nonviolent 
Coordinat i n g Committee 

Southern ·Gampus Coordinator 
8~ Raymond St r eet 
*tlanta, Go0r gia 

The Conference stal"'ted approximat e l y 7:15 p . m. Friday evening 
in \1/ilcox Annex of Tusl{egee Institute. Some 85 student s VJere pre 
sent , with r epresentation of the following colleges ; Tuskegee Inst . , 
Talladeg c. College, Selma College; , Al abama State College , Mil es College , 
Daniel Payne College , and Stillman College and alro Sncc staff repre
sentation f r om Hollysprings, Hiss ., Southwest , Ga ., and Alabama. 

The t heme fo r the conference wa s £!oVJ Equality Lovers ~articipate. 

The me c~t ing first start ed off 1.-.ri th Fr eedom songs led by Len Cb.unl er 3 

\>Jilliam Port er and Willie Peacoc k. This spirit ed SessL,n went on f or 
about 40 minutes and se ~mingly prov ed t o be very f ruitful. After t~ 
period of singing, George War e gave the opening addr e ss. This young man 
i s n gradu ate student at Tuskegee Inst . and is Pr e sident of the Tuskegee 
Insti t c. te i~.dvancement Le agu e , (TIAL ), which is se emingly the r adical or 
somGHhat the; mo re active gr oup of Tuskegee Institute in r el a tion to tffi 
Civi l Rights movement and als o so cial advancement of students of Tus
kege e Inst. Geor ge \·Jaro spoke to the facts of wl1c t the rol e of college 
students in J.,_ l abama are als o vJ'ha t this par ticul ar confe rence must a
chi Gve in order to chnnge the social and e c onomic disenfranchisement 
of Negr oes in the Stat e of 1:,_ l abarna . He s ta ted thz:t, t i t h is conf0r ence 
is the Sprin ~ Board for fur ther advanc ement of Negro e s student s and 
for Al abama ' s success toward Proodom11

• i .. nd that thi s success wi ll come 
about and t ha t TIAL i s propar ed for 2 l"adic.s.l cha11.c;e not only in the 
State; Of i~l.sb arna and the Nation but als o a change in the Ne2_,ro Educat
ional Ins titutions of f,labamo. . 

It wns qui to obvicus the words r-i r . 11-Jare spokG had sup;.:.ort of thos e 
attending tho meeting at that . t imo and tha t the fre c:, dom spirit was in 
the a ir. 

The next gues s wa s bhch Len Chanler , whom I fel t wa s vGry effec 
tive in h is abliliti es t o r e l~t o t h e lyrics of hi s sonBs to the mo v e 
ment. Wi t hin his songs the r e was and educationa l pe riod t aking place . 
He also l eft challenging ideas in the minds of pe opl e f r om his songs 
and thusly brought out s~1e of the shyness of p8op~ thct were presen t 
at tha t tirr,.e and they to o began to express themselve s in whatever musi
cal abili t i e s they h ad . 

After Le n Chanl er finished, Jim Foreman (Exe cutive Sec. fo r Sncc), 
was then introduc0d in the mo st eloquent '..r ay. Jim proceeded to ex
pl ni n t he: urpose o f the Conference it could be SUiilllffied in the s e f ew 
words; The conf0renc e geared t o r e-establi s h a student bas e in t h e South 
to develope l eadersl:Lip and more l 6adershi p cmong Nez ro s tudents o.n d t o 
br i ng about Negro s tudont in Alab nma and all ac ross the Nation . He 
then Hcnt on to sumnariz e e:::::ch days 0vents of the pro t es ts ' in Hontgomery 
st nrting from F'ri d1::.y l"lar, 1 9, back t o Sunda y lYiar 14, he gave his sumJ
mcry backHards in which he intended to do. He also oxplain in the tinB 
of his summcrizing t Le incide;nts in l-1ontgomery the many implic a t ions 
of what took place and nls o h:Ld i dea s of vh. at this meant in relation 
tc tho loc nl c ommunity, the l ::ws of thG St.ate and also the laws of the 

coun_try and what the pro and cons WGl'e in the past f c; w da ys 

Jim also mado it quit e plain to the s tudents tha t peopl e h ave a 
right t o piuk~t the State Capitol an d that since thi s right has been de 
ni ~ d t~ the Ne gro peolpe ~he t we must continue tu pro te s t for that right 
;,-.rh1ch 1s ) rot -:s ting for tne right to protest in AlDbmnc . Jim fu ther 
ronde mention thnt we ere conc orn with the l egac y of 63 years an d that 
hm"~6 v;.;;:r:, \.';u m"':l~t ~ov~ , novli . J~lso he mado menti o~ of more history of tho 
Ne gro 1n our 1ns t1tU0lOns ana that wo must ge t 1t some how . J im thGn 
ga vG a brief synopsis of Ne~ro history in Mississippi and how it effec
ted whit e man c.n d h i s r cections that brought the Ne gro back into a 
more modurn s l avcry. l 
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, l must agree , that Jim speech was very good and that the students 
/ got a vb ol e lot out of the information h e presented to them. 

After the speaki ng s e ssions a panel of six persons wer e brought 
forth• three c ollege s tudents and the three main participants of that 
evening of which I just gave a brief report on. Before the discus
sions t ook pl a ce we had a l 0 minute bre ak1 it I.,]' as then a f ev-J minutes 
b efore llotclock p.m. In some few minutes we star t ed again with the 
meeting, hmvever; prior to the discussion, v-re acquired the ener gy to 
sing and r11arch around inside the building singing fr e edom songs. 
When we fini shed singing it was thGb 11:25 p.m. and then proceeded 
\vi th t he panel discuss ions. I do not have a recor J. of the que stions 
asked ho:rJGv er; I con describe in gen e r al what some of the quest ions 
were . Talladega students wanted to know how they c ould get a better 
nmvs me dia- on 0vents of Alabama that were not close to tlbte college. 
They ·wantcd to know more about the NillOVement in ~1ontgomery and about 
Sncc • This question was qu:Lckly solved by J im Foreman b y letting · 
them know that the Southern Campus Coordinator would have more mate
rials coming into the schools in Alabama. Also students directed ·::. 
questi ons on what must they do in order t o break down the Adminis
tr a t ions dis cipline on pa:rti.cipo.tion in the ciVlill rights mov ement. 
Also Jim brought u p the qu.e~ltion of whst is the r e Sl)Onsibili ty of a 
student t o himself when h G i.s admitted to c olle ge on the ,_bases that 
he is the responsibility of the school and tha t he theb i s hendered 
in makin g de cisions for himself an d f or t he governing of his l i f e ? 
This que st ion was ans:rwr od in many different ways , but I'll sum it up 
in saying that the gene r a l fee ling wa s tha t studonts mus t start a
s c erting individuality and to push for mor8 academic a nd soci fll fr ee 
dom end le t the o.dministration know that s t u d ents are r e a dy f'o r a 
cha nge , nl~o to let the parent s who tond to cuddle the r e sons and 
daughters to much, that it is time for them to mc.ke decisions fo r 
themselves before they get c aught up in the ho.Pd Society . One young 
mnn nls o m~de the sto.tement t hat t his movem;;,nt should not just stop 
nft e r our coll ege d t:>.ys but that it should continue in our live s end 
professions c.nd this was t ak e n in by c. lot of people. 

We cl o s ed the meeting fo:r the night by singing He Shell Overcome 
for some 1..5 minut Gs r nd it w~ s then much c. ft or l20tclo ck . This phase 
of the moGting w1::s lovely, I don't fe e l as though it could have been 
any b e tt e r c.ny wh.::; r e f or the f ir'st night. 

Saturday Morning Session 3/20/6..5 

The mee t ing W[' S open by the Willi am Porter with some Freedom Sorg s 
l ed by some of the members of the Fre Gdom Sin gers. Aft e r this John 
Love v-rc.s asked to open t he discussion about Al ab amc .• J ohn usked the 
students one ' que s t ion whic ~ b e cw~e the cent e r o f d iscus s i on and this 
qu e st i on wa s Whot is the r o l e o f the so - cell ed une du cuted Negro, also 
on e who co.nnot read or writ e in rel nt ion t o him be i n g o.ble to vote 
c.nd does t his man h:we a p l a c e in society . This ques t ion v-ras throv-rn 
e.r ound in mnny different ways, students first try to de c. l tvi th who.t 
is the vot e c.nd then began to L1is cuss who. t vws a educ uti on, whc.t wc. s 
a formcJ. e ducation in rel a tion to just plain old commo n sense . Some 
students express the opinion tha t a formal education i s gQo d in re-· 
lati6n to spe cific fLelds of profession but that it lack c.ny con
nection to -whn t really life is and thot as o. student he h o. s be e n ke:pt 
o.wc.y from the r ealities of life nnd that the v ote was iql.portnnt after 
you g o t a educ ntion hov-rever; this is b nsic a lly a lie for mcny s tudents 
leave the South and never understnnd the vot e end the p ol i tic al ma 
chine and its trickery en d injustice to the Ne gro. It wa s basically 
folt that the v o te h a d no strength. for the Negro if he did not k now 
the politic al machine . Als o students didntt realize h ow wr ong t hi s 
polit i c a l machine Has and finnlly r e ali ze that their educational in
stitution had not been t e aching them bc.si c truths 2.bout life an d the 
gov ernment. The r e W£'. S n cs :;.. cc.lly no definite cnsHers g ive n but it v-1as 

a cons enc es thct the Hhite manHas using its educ 2t:tona.l institu tions 
for Ne gro to be more npo.thetic i n rel a tion to tha t educated Nogr o t o 
be satisfi e d with a good .:..t nie;v bt)JTl :1! · "' i:llts er: ' wl/. J l!vt tr; 
worry about thet unJduc a t, 1d g l"O in the Sc;uth. 
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' / The dis cuss i~n th?n went . in~o >rhut is leadership and organizing, 
hese ques t 1 on d1 d no~ mnt orl nllze to muc h bec eus e s tudon~s b egan 

to de ~ l v-Jith Hhc.. t they should do in rel e tion t o o r g anizing their 
m..rn s chools and then going into the community, however s ome felt t ha t 
by one going into the community c.nd tnking others into the communi t:iB 8 
it woul d t hen enhanc e the possibilities of b r ingin g nbout org nni z ation 
in the s chools if and when students beg~n t o see wha t the r 0al life 
was outside the college c ommunity. Othe rs felt tbat they shoul d go 
into tho comrnuni ties and try to ge t people to reg i:IDt e r and vote a nd 
a h o explain to the peopl e v-Jhat t he vote r e a lly Ha s nnd hm,r to use it 
fo r the betterment of the Negr o peopl e . Oth e rs brought up the question 
on the v ot i ng cge and they felt that students should start voting nt 
18 y e o.rs o f age , seeing how they are eligible to be drafted into t he 
Army. Some students f elt t ha t our v.rhol e soc i al system in co njunct i on 
t o our pol i t ic .:1 should b e chc.nge d o.n d t ha t this should be endorse 
throug h our oduc etion Gl institutional ho ~ve ver; this iden wns in the 
gr e o. t es t of the minority and tho basi c feeling 1,-JO.S tha t we must ed-· 
co.te peopl0 to wh~ t the vote is, howe ver t her e wcs definit e wny it 
s hould be d one in r e lat ion t o the dis cuss i on. 

The discussion the n drifted into the diff e;r ence in the educ a t ional 
institutioll in the North [lild the Sout h . Aft e r long di s cussion it tvs s 
f .:; l t that Northern Sc hools vJer e super i o r to South vrn Schools nnd thct 
this wns nnd inte ntional act on the part of our Ame ricnn Soci e t y (Gov
s rn"llent) tc mnke sure it sto.y this way in orde r that the Ne gro s tays 
in his place . Af t e r lo~g discus sions we then went to work sho p s on 
the follm~i ng t opics: l. W i.O HAS POHER I N THIS CCUNTRY? 2. 'JO\'<i CAN 
BEC01.JIE Qu;,:;:_, IFL-,D? 3. HOvi 1'0 IU,NDLE ADlJIINI S TRATIVE 1:.ND PABLl~TAL op ... 
POSITION '~0 STuDENT PAj,TICifi,_TIO N IN THE CIVIL 1GGHTS MOVEI'1ENT? 4. 
I'-'IETHODS OF OR':~·ANIZING A STUDENT CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP ON A COLLEGE CAM 
PUS? 5 • \·HL~ T CAN ST"tJDENTS DO IN I,_LABAI A IN TH.S \·.[E_;__,JCS TO CONE ? 6 . I'1E
T~IODS OF DI RECT M; TI UN HOVJ EFFEC'l1IV;!, AHE NONVIO.L.~NT HETHODS ? 7 • HI-L\ T 
IS LEADERSHL ? 8 . VHlY HUS'C THERE DE C~NFLICTS BETWEEN CIVIL RI GH'l'S 
GROUPS . 

This part oft h e c onfe r ence I c nnnot r eport on due t o the f'c. c t 
the re wa s n o repurt s given on ench workshop thn t even i n g of the con
f e r enc e se ss ion. So I will report o n the evenibg se ssion. 

Evening Session 3/20/65 

This porti o n o f the s ession proved t o b . ~ v e r y educ ntio n nl nnd it 
wns n he:::ted session, n o t a session of fighti n g v e11 ball..y but a sess i on 
of o.r gument ive r -:; bu t tals tha t; c nu s0 peopl e to think. due to t h is good 
p e r iod o f e ducc.tiono. l e x change it wns ver y herd to keep detai l f a cts, 
Briefly I wi ll descr ibe this period of the c onferenc e e 

Tho to~J ic of discussi o n 1.,ro.s what i s educ2ti on nnd a lso who.t is 
the voting bill o f i1-l e1b nma . The t on e of the mee t ing wns set off b y 
t he Mr . Cortl nn d Cox and of which he di d o. good job, becnuse he 
cha llenge s tudents in who.t they h o. d lesrned about the Americ o.n systEm 
nnd t o ..:.; e;re o. t extent mode t hem see it h s d t<mc; h t nothing but t o be 
c. [;ood ni GE~ er nnd you Hill mc.ke it in the white mc..n 1 s so cie ty. It 
also , in d i s cussi on b r ou ::_;ht out t o students s s they-b esnn t o l,·Jr c stle 
"~,vi th the ques tion of educ ..:;t;ion thn t t h ey hc.d r eo lly l earn0 d nothing 
but hovJ to ho puppets to the system o.nd hm-J Amer ic a h r:: d been livin;_; 
8 l ie in r e l ation t o whc. t a t r u e Democro.cy r ec.lly is e nd t h :::. t i f t he 
Negro is s oing t o live as nn equ El .. he must c hange t he p r esent Amer i c o.n 
sy -s tem. He must cha ngo o.l~w tho educational system nnd see to it tho. t 
schools s pe o.k the truth nbout life nnd the South. It wc.s 2.lso b rous ht 
out tha t the v o t e i s r oo.lly nothinu; in rel o. t ion to our present wc. y 
of governmen t e n d t hat only ~t-Jhen p c o p:b in the true s o r..s e of s po c:kiif,j 
c on dl' C.W up n vot i n g bill ·Hill nll the b c.rriors of votin g be someHhc t 
bro ken do \'m• Also a ttenti o n t o tv-hnt c. black mnn is in the Unit ed 
St a tes wc. s brought out by Cor tlnnd Cox i n rel n t lon to t he deo. t hs of 
o f Blo.ck p eopl e c.n d the j ustic es thnt lhre br ought fo lfth i n rel o. ti on 
v.rhite people thc. t hcvo died in thG South who Ho rk in the m?vement 
a nd the Nnti on looke d to it. And how many of our Black br6thors looked 

. lr: 
to1·mr d the i njustices o f th;:; S outh a n d then nothing wns done about' but 
ye tsometh ing i s do n e about the vJlute msn who dies in the S outh. Ht:my 
many c;o od. thinc;s cn11}e out o f this pc.rt of tho discus sion a nd I c ant t 
be r::- n to dC SCPib '~ it all , 1"11 1 t T e""f' e n ~,. -(-l.-,1c "t r"~ .;Jrd- ,.-,f' l'T""" '"f"\ 

· ~ I 
students t h inking nqout •iL t . . . t' i ~ ; : . 

try. 



After th0 discussion we then went to c Socicl on tho Ccnyous nnd 
to our sur~)rise the students who hnd been ' arrested c.. few dc..y; ·before 
had be.en relo o.sed from the Hontg'omery j nil o.nd thoy o.l l Here greeted 
well :• ·· 

13undGy Morning 3/21/6_5 

This port ion of the 'cbn:fer z; nco wc s opened by the Mr. Hall e nd tho 
purpose for tho morning moGt ins wcs conside re d o. s o.n orgnniz8tionel · 
meeting . Tho s tudent then dGcided nfter c.. long period of dis c ussion 
to ostcbl is h ~ time in April to romo et in c. smnller s roup to discuss 
e Stccto StlJ_dcnt Union of N'e[;ro Colleges, However; the y did decide to 
·set c cormnunicntion g roup ccross tho Sto.tc o.mong tho c olleges . They 
decided t o oxchcngo nm-Js nnd o.lso informo.tion concerninF action in tho •t 0 cor:nnunl y nnd tho Stc te. The f o llowing students r epr e senting eo.ch col-
l egG : 

Tuskegee , Llc. 
Tuskegee Inst. 
Ann l:..nthony / Box 46 

Birming ham, Aln . 
Hiles Col leg e 
Eddie:; Sanders 

Tnllndegn, Aln . 
Tnll ad~gn Coll ogo 
Betty Wi llio.ms / Foste r - Hc..ll 

Tusc nl o oso., Ale. . 
Sti llmc n Collage 

·Ther ese; I.dd/Winsborough Hnll 

Birmlngho.m , , ii.l c.. 
Do.ni ol Pnyno College 
\'l'nl tor Philli DS 

6415 ido. shing t;n Blvd. 

Selma, f:..lo. . 
Selmn UnivGrs ity 
Chc.rlcs Bonner 

Selma , Lln . 
Lu theran ~c adGmy 

Theo philus Smith 
1804 Groe n St . 

Alnb ctmn St nte 
Mont gomery, J.ln. 
Lorenzo Curry 

Hunts vill e , 1.1 o. . 
Ll:- b em o. l1&YJ. 
Geor ge Grnyson/ Grayson Hnll 

Evening Session 

The evening sos sian c ec n be considcrGc.l. ns nn inspir ationcl me otirg 
end n good cloSing exercise for our conference which wcs ~resented by 
Mrs, Reeve s , nlso she ho.d n good dccl of e duco.tionnl informo. tion in 
her pres cntetion. Her prescnt c ti on was from c vory r eligious end 
rcccl point of view, she deo.l t •d th F ni th, Hope, o.nd Love ns '~dG cmden 
v or to nb t2.in freedom , she als o e xpress in n p oGm of h e rs the poveri{l 
in /J.meric n o.ncl its c oldness to men end especially to tho Net:;ro. She 
went o n to t alk about n dronm nnd that t his droom is freedom nnd thct 
only dodic c tod students wi t h love tor their brothers c2.n achieve this 
victory. She e lse nppocled to us to work to setting ev~ry student and 
t onchur inv olved _ i r

1 

this movement 2nd m2dc it 2. point the.~ ov;~·n thouch 
they don 't kno1rJ lt thn t they erG c. lro o.dy J.nvolvod . She snld, I:Jo must 
open avenues of expross io Ls so people will knoH c.nd act 11

• She furthe r 



stnt od , ttr ploc.d for these United Stntc;s of J,mcricc o..nd our Educnti c nc.l 
Institutions to listc.n to tho· Youth". 

Mrs. Reeves went on . to dB scribe .the L.moricnn system ns d Jungl e 
to the Negro nnd tho.t she we cn.n r einte rpret tho c hurc h end bring in 
its t r ue mocnin g_ 'vie must creo.t o now cv onues of expre ssion for mnn h ns 
short cut the r esources oftho World for tho hungry. She then om-
phcsis tho following things; youth o.nd tho ~mportanco of its attention 
'ih SociGty if Americo. is gains to be b utter, ompho.sis tho neVJ cro c. 
tivity nnd that students must l ook deep inside ourselves and the wny 
to r Gl ons o t hi s creativity is by hone sty ••••• sot }iontgomory and the 
class roorr;. together. Also the College student will bring to the move
ment tho dern~nsion of the r ctJ:onnl . n which you nre trying to do. 
These and ronny other thoughts Jlllrs • . Reeves l ef t in our hearts ' .:J.nd minds . 
l.>Jc then closed our mee ting with two songs , ••.••• No Mnns Land is e.n 'Is l cnr 

end Wo Shnll Ove.rc6mo, nlonc; with n prcyer by the Rev. Thomns Br own • 

• 1 

Comments 

I fooi t h c.t the conferenc e Hns very eff-s ctive c.nd educ ntionnl to 
the s t udents nnd to tho sto.f f and thnt it hns open up new nv .::., riue s of • 
thought nnd croc.tivity to me in relation to brinsing Ne gr o students 
out o f thcnr lithurgy. This conference can prov ._, to bo vory f'rt;.it- . 
ful ii Snc c h o.s a offe ctivG progrnm this surn.me r for colleges and f o r 
fo ll owin g .yoo.r. I feel that sometime in the next t wo months pl~rts 
should be made for D. conference in the South of ell previous confcroric o 
participc..nts th2.t menns all tho South~rn Sta t es . This c.lso moans bring 
ing Negro student f r om Gll ov ~r t ho South to discuss the rol o of t he 
Negro and the r o l e of a Nogro student i n tho present s ystem of tho 
South end to dis cus s 1-IhD.t thoy must do to chnngo. this c orrupted system, 
it v.ril l aorvo c..s strong bc.s e for this mov0mont. 




