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Monday, March 22, 1965 
We had a Maae Meeting at Springlake Baptist Church at Southland. This was our first 

meoting in Southland. It is the beginning of our organizing in that community. Jerry Casey, 
SNCC Project Director for St . Francis County, wae the guest speaker. Tbe turnout wu small 
but their attitude seemd favorable for further visiteo 

Today also began the trial of Irvin Lacy, a 16-year old Negro accused ot raping a 
white woman. Three Negroes were on the panel. The woman wu called as the fire t witness. 
Lawyer George Howard of Pine Bluff arxl the NAACP caught her in ~~~aey contradictions. Later 
the examining doctor testified that he found no evidence of forceful entry'. 

Tuesdq, March 23, 1965 
Lacy Cue resumep. It took the panel only 50 minutes to ·return a verdict of guilty. 

1he verdict had to be unanimom:; ::~ince it W83 a capitol of.feMe (sentence was life imprison
~~ent}. The caee will be appealed. One of the Negroes on the jury wae the principal of the 
Negro Juniro High School, one waa a big farmer in the county and tqe third wu the wif"e of 
the president of the Phillips County NAACP. 

lied:nesdq, March 24, 1965 
The West Side Voters league of West Helena held their weekl-3 meet~. .Tt. Lacy cue 

wu bro\lght up. Tbe 75 people attending the meeting showed much concern over the . result 
ot tbe trial ana particularly upset because there were three Negroes on the jury. 

At the meeting we also decided that we would continue testing pl.lblic aocomodations on 
Saturdq1 and tha~ we would continue to apply for jobs at the downtolrn stores. At this time 
several Negro youtba have applied for jobs but at thi.8 time we have had no success. 1n line 
with thia we have formed a committee to speak ·with the Mayor and the business 1.8adeTs :about 
job hiring. Our ultimate weapon am one which we expect to have to use is a selective buying 
campaing. First, though, we are giving them every chance to comply amioab~. 

'lbursda;,y, March 25, 1965 
Rooeevelt Jacobs, a volunteer, went to the Lakeview High School in the community o! 

Lakeview. The prinoipal allowed him to visit all t he classes and talk about SNCC. Several 
good contacts ~ve resulted from this . This Will make it much easier to organize the town. 
r,;_.. - .• 
Friday, March 26. 

'!be da;y wu spent talking to the West Helena people about fut'QJ'e action. We also made 
sa~e new oontaota with people from Ise County. lle will visit these people to t17 to organize 
that county and also to talk w1 th them ·about our "People r s Conference" late in )(q. ' 

Saturday, Mtu:-ch 27, 1965 
At SsOO p.m., we met at the Greater First Baptist Church !or the purpose of testing 

public _aooomodations. Stan wa.e to take three teenagers to the bowling all.er. A g~up of bfo 
women and 4 young teenagers went to a cafe. Three young adults went to a Steak House and one 
man !lld four teenagers went to a truck stopo · To our great amazement there was no incident 
a"t the bawling alley. '!be entire county is buzzing about t his because now there is more than 
jwst the American U,gion Hut (dance) for entertainment for the Negro population. 'Ibis is the 
4th time we have gone to Gene 1s Steak Houseo ~ in all previous atteapta there were do inci
dents. At the cat'e, the group was cordiallY served but when ther returned to their oar, ther 
found that tbe windshield had been cracked. The group at the Truck Stop wu served in a very 
rude runner am while they were eating a white man came up behind one of the boys and -punched 
him in the face. The group immediately left (this was not intended to be a demonstration). 
Bottles were hurled at them but no further damage was inflicted. . 

r-

Sumay, llarch 28, 1965 
HOIJfie, Roceevelt Jacobs and Cat Lamar, another volunteer, went to Lakeview to attend 

an !U!CP Mase lleeting. We got there early. There were about 75-100 people there, but none 
of the speakers had arrived (Guest speaker was Daisy Bates, noted especially for he r involve
ment in the 157 Cria:is). The man chai ring the meeting wae from West Helena. Be recognized 
me and uked U' I would speak to the group. This gave me a good opportunitY" to counteract 
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the do-nothing approach of the NAACP. From t he coii1Ill3nts later I think we had some success. 
That afternoon, Jerry Case was marri.edo Many of the state staff attended the wedding. 

That evening we had a Mass Meeting in West Helena. Rain kept the crowd imailer than usual 
but it was very successful in that many of t he people who attended had never been to any of 
our .-etings. 

Konday, March 2 9 
Howie made a report to the FBI about S~turday 1 s incidents. (I don't expect anything to 

happen as a result). 'lhe woman whose windshield was broken called· the cafe owner about it. 
He checked to see if he had insurance to cover it. Later that day, the wanan received a call 
from a man who identified himself as a member of the Ku Klux Klan. He said that they were 
watching her. She said ttFine , VThy don't you come over to the house. It·will be much easier 
to watch, then.n She reported t ris to the FBI when they came to get her report of what had 
happened Saturday. 

Tuesday, March 30, 1965. 
Stan wne t to Marianna (~e County).. to- -s~e ll' we c ould expand our work-' and also to ts:lk 

about our People 1s Conference. Tonight the West Side Voters League will hold its regular 
weekly meeting. I have been invited to speak to the Young llen 1s Club. This ie the first time 
in the nine weeks that I've been here that 'they have shown any willingnees to meet with us. 
This is another symptom of the fact that things are beginning to happen here . 

Tomorrow the committee to speak to the kayor will meet to discuss its plans and to 
draw up a list of demands. 

Howard Hi.mmelbaua ·• 
Stanley Tillman 
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