
USTitllOfi! ON VOTING .UGISLATiON 
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On, Ma �«h �5 1965, Mr�.. · r1 atol'i,a Gr·ay, f .flQrll 1ia tt:tea.burg, 1 
M1s,s.iss�pp1. ilppeaTe..d befu · a �et Hous·e J" die 1a ry d.omm� te� of the 
U.S. Cangilel:ls. Mrr:�,. Gflr�y s.po.ke on behalf ef bhe Exeeut,lve Comm1t­
t� _ of' trhccr Mis'@"i ::ilS 1pp 1 Fre-ed:Qm De.mocPa t 1 e P:a.r-·ty .• _ S'hs had been 
�c..a· ll d by he C:ommi t, ee .t·o hetp: thc:t memb ra d .PJe:t�e about the 
Pr.,e:s·i:den t 1 s p;roop(!)&ed vot :l.ng b·i 1.1. This i e \II lit t: Mr: . 0'!1ay s.a- a: 

.Mr.,. C'ha t;vrnan;, Me.m, e -\S of' he Uommi ee.: 
• • 

I h-.av� been i.ns.t ucted b:r- he Exe-a:4,Mve Cmqmi>t ree ·of the Mtssis'Bippi 
Freedom Demcere1t'""ie Fa:Pty ·_ o sa'J{ t-hat. we fldlly applre o _at 'E! th apeeli 

·and ur ·ene:v- with Whi:eh th� .�te·�1cLnt has, 'a@.' d - n \T-tti' d.ng 1'>1 bw ., 
We f'tU>th :SP.Ji!l?e:Qi.ate th.e � �riou&:ness or PUFp.oS'e *ith �111Ph re�C!.eP 
c;f b:c h par·ti,es in · h� C �n ttes· tiS e !!:1 ted �eltt-ncl\ t Us . . legis!� · on .. 
RO'Wev.e:r, �!; de re,el l'lat . hs::t'.e ilre f.O}lF J?Rl'"t1m,lla.l"-s i.n · wbieh tr.His 
b 11_1 'C(a;rl nd must :t)ij: -s rengt e>m.ea u u� 18 · · b ao ·_ h J.ob i:f�.ct! vely. 

1. The r·lr-at r· cbmnu�!'l,oat1on the w.e ti\ak1i: 'is l:lel.Btet3 �e""' e ee "'ioruL 
on MGn'cUt¥, the g·entl.t!R'Ul� rrop:1 N w Ycr� J'4lo. J?ow:e . i � app _ �� _ · b·e :o -
tp.u; C¢1mrtm:'tiiee 't'ti ;Jre;· blul P,�c. ·d. . .s.i O!l�: iP· the holalllg ef I;'J�W ·� :J_e �-

1QM lle �itt:e· in·t� this l_�;t?Jtatil,. n� �e uttpP.:a-r.�- t�ia s� e.st_,on·. 

As we ,are all a�·� ·. _ .li h1.s � t ilt'oo·ess ';:ro.J.Iow.ei'J 1n, oe·si:S legti-
lalc"ive reSJIR 11"' ionmen · . Whel?eJ/e- tbe�e i.s the determinatt R d t,.a 

'he va ue o.r. v.e e i-n df' 'fererd: t-e- r:Lc.ts tB uriba!la_�Qed a·riei 1me ual, 
w�etber l!ly �er-eymp�ael"i.na; !' po�ula ti n· ,�ts.� ij-Jie · �u:gr _ S' ·Oou;r·t 
ha' rl\l.ed -that; · ew ele ct:iQllB mlls � held toLloNlng e mar e ua · le 
and r:i moe:r-t�tie reappor 'orunem 'i ·t:r ¢ ppee a t·� 

' 

be 'both ea 13otnttH.e and jus·t. 

�be tie.gl;-oe 1n M1 ..• slssl,p 1 and muc-h of tfl�. ne.ep· Sog,th> Uffi.:z;'� t his 
ml9men� 'Ull�� �o�he ,.1,1,U>1·s.d!.,. ';!. , . Qf elect.ed' ct1"'t.·1al.$ ir.t .hoP- elea �l"o;ns 
we jhad n� -ttvt. Gen s�cn �f!"'iela ls o e r-eep one v- 1;1-t' J:\.eS:PcYlUi�l.? l t_o 
. h . nae.dl:s; a1)9 r;o·-;tgh.. ,o'f t.ha 1 NF: gr o pe le-? Tile ad tl'Ub:h - lni t. 
thea� C1.ff1.-e:) 1 htlv n-o- thi�n. cUrd i:IB l�ng il& 't11�y- a·r.e n�t, -he bi:;t�sils-
-4Q:t' Qpp;J:'es i.o·n en 1n3l.l i.ee wU1. re'liJHiiJ7l,� nd - t �.ill b t.be r..r · t -
le�s Negro e . ti?'erm o:r the S u.th who w � be the V"lc - im .• 

Fm:'" UB 1n M:t sJ. tppi.� �:he 1njUs;t1ce Will �e p�rt!.cttiarly pro],_ong� .•. 
tn Mlayc or Jun 01: hi-s Y·e.a I' mu!ldc-1Im 1 ce lect.i·Poa .w ill be he l.d, tft!lough.-
'0\1� bh.e -s.t.a.ta .• Th1f\ wtll m:ean that M;ay:orS:J lele.a 1 law enforceman:t 

and et�r �ff1 ;l.al who h:av·e be;an tbe .vis p,l- s;vrnbol of 
br1.rt.e11 sod in' 1m -_ati w1l.t be elec: d ror ·o j. mo" e y:aars, �!' a 
Neg·r.@ r--egi tr:a t.!.an u.n&er t" 1 ne� lrlnt wi 11 be la r..a;e "enoagh t. a have 
�;tny sf'f.ec:t a:n these e. ectler a, Row e fe(:b:!�.ve w:t 11 th1s tJ ' 1 he in 
N:eaboba OOU·rl -y ,_ M�ssus.1.pp1,�� 1.f lQeaJ law enforcement l'e�ins ., n t.tie 
hands af Sb�-ri.ff Baiaey and 'De u She-riff P�tce for falilv mC'lr.e ytmns:r 
Wow eff�a ive wil 1� h� in Selma, ahsm� 1£ Negrogs en�ou b� be 
CcnJY�thouge- mlils pass bu She.r1ff Jim Cl �c aud' lds JYOB.s�? 

It is ft:1n ehese p - ·earns tha. t we- re a-sk:ing £ c ro speedy li'!i! ilefl'. We u�:ge 
thAt .::� P,rorls:idn be i,onlutled that ���1.ll r -�q-.LPe ·h f!oHiiog f" �e:n 

_ :aeme4c,:t'.a t-i� el.e'o tn s w th-in s.'ix to nib m on o the eom ng of 
eae-ra'l ie!istra� 'IJ.d th� ,g1 en �·e-a. 

s� h ae.��. s 'pl? cedeme·d �ne just- .. a.na Will gi e. 
ppG:�,rt;uaitj'. () ,l . cL1t-1e:a'l-1· lieprivea peop:).e ·a o.a 1.l\ :r·eal pa-r l­

;o-'!:pa hion i.n t'tt� ���oe� R a �,f "W ; ch they · - ov�;fPne· •. We u;rse tha 
jr9� -�lfr.> iih1' 1.u�r Bt!:r1.tl'l.l3. -Gdv.ts.orri ull.. 



, . 

2 .. Wtii B � � ,- rt·'l "QQS - \'lbo: 1i so .1flera t; nee 
.th re -· - . G! h _p l'Opes.�-d · s81 s :La� onJ no 1:1 ·w i'trJ. 
'be-halt o:f. ·h:ha Lett 'ai'S1:Up OGI.r!:e:ue.ne.e :o;n J:1 v1 R..ir§bis .J 
Pmv�s11 of · \� "ior· and ll[e • 1tlnd say :D' New Yc.;:r1: .. 

1 rt .s Um1JJS- t. o · .• 

f , b�Ql!"de' '1 ng. 
"1; tf.1 1l�l!l8 1 
aep. k .. e. 
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