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SUJ.iMARY OF bll,JOR E,/ENTS IN 1'1SSISSJPPI • iinroh 2 - Mllreh 11, 1965 

An Mrly 1110rning firo tot.Ally dostroyod tho Freedom School Centro- nt Indi1tnola 
latit wook, A:Ll books, Oguipmont, and N,oords -wore lost. CAuso of tho blazo has not 
boon c)Qterminod, ttnd citizons feel of'fi.Oinl action hns boon ihndcquato. Eight par
sons 1,1oro nrrostod for disobeying an officor when t.hoy tried to invosttgnto, 'l\ro of 
th1J1 mon arrested >roro boa.ten by police and another uns struck by A whito bystindor, 
A ministor -.ms fined $50. _for running ovor " fire hoso, In the noorby town of Sun
flcm,'r, n 1964 oor belonging to civil rights workors '111.s b!>.dly burned lntor thAt 
S!Ullo 20rning. Pl.nns to rebuild and expand tho Froodorn Cantor nro U.'1dorway, 

A tot.Ill. of 92 'lrrests wore mndo 1..n l'Jlgnolia, nonr JJcCornb, ns domonstrntors 
ignored a Chnncory Court injunction ,um hold prot'.lst mai::_chos nt ~ tiiko CoUl!ty 
CoSJ.rt.'l'luso. Tho piolcctors,._ led b7 17-yoai,~old high school junior Joyoo Brolin, wore 
nri-:J.Jt,,d on the. ~th nnd ,5th di,ys of their protests a~o.inst tho <ti.so!imiruttory litor
tv•7 tr.,~ t, ~•h!.ch is grndod subjoctivol,sr by snch county- rogistrar, 

.Curin; tho trnnsfor of prisoners to tho OOUl!ty !'tl.!'r.1, 1•.rs. A.1oyno Quin, HoComb 
F!l'' I :;iatlcr, w,s bonton by n highw1y p!'trol.mo.n. An .nttornoy for tho e;roup, Al Bron
st-,l•i, "os bMtnn by o jnilor ,,nd twico thrown out of tho jnilhouso when ho triod to 
£J •i I ou.t abc,1\t ch!\?'gos being pJ.Acod nr,:u.nst tho group. 

A mom.';,or of tho Civil R'l.ghts Comrl.ssion in '.Tashi)1gton, D,C. • tri.od to sot up 
n m-,1 tir'il t.c,trrocn tho deJJ1onstnators, t.h.c:ir parents, Pike County rogistrnr Glon For
bn:,..rry, t.l':l tho county el,~otion b=c:1.. County offioinls, howovor. would, (\{;rOo to 
moot only if tho dc.monstrntlons woro 01,llod off for 6 months to I\ year. '!!ho protos
tors sni.d thoy could not malco such. on r.groomont • sr.ying thp t their futuro notiolUI 
would dopc.nd on t!w outooino of suoh n mooting, t.d.ss Bl-own went with throo other 
young pcopJ.o to invite r-,gietrar Fortonborl"J to SFook nt n .lllllss nooting, but ho hns 
not con. .Lttocl hi.i:solf to npponr. 

J, hvlring is sohodulod in fodornl court on tho original injunction, ~'ow thnt 
tho cnsc, hna boOl') trnnsfcrod to tha lti.ghor court, no fur th or notion onn bo tt>.kon by 
offieinls in stnto courts. J. lllOtion hns '1lso boon .fil.od in fodcriu court by t1ttor
n0f5 for tho dor,ionstrntors to stf\y qr dissolve the ohnncm-y caurt injunction, 

Tllo ~o.;t·oos wore rofusod tickets to tour ono of tho antobollwa homos fo.'lturod 
in tho n!mW!l bTntr.hoz. f>il,,"l'im(ll!O, A mM i,bg;;:o to]4 th= ho wouJ.d. not lloil thor.. t.ic

.J<"te- bcol'usc.. t.hoy l!l'o 11s-sod<1-toa in tli -COFO, 1-ibioh ho tomod M undosir(lblo 0rgnro.z1L
tion. Jfo anid tho r:d'us,~l .m.s not bocouso of t,hair rnco. Six people wore r.lso r()• 

fn~o, 11Mttanco to tho ?ngo;\nt spo)'lsorod by tho ~•ntcho:i. Gnrdon Club, and I\ 1'1hito 
COFO workor f'romJnckson was not 11llo1'1Qd to buy tickets to tho pngonnt on grounds 11hc 
,ms not "A logitiJlll\to tourist, n Protr,st domonstrntions ero plr.nned. 

In Issl\9uon11 County, JJl pcrs<inis cnst ballots in II S,>ociel Freedom 'foto ht>lcl 
in conjunction '11th tho offici-nl oloction to fi.ll n school bol\l"d v11011ncy, !fr, .CJ.ru-
en:o 1!1111, Jr. , Isisr.quonn County clU\irJlllln of the Froodoni Domoor11 tic Perty, was tb.o 
F'>-t>'ldo?,. ae.ncU,dato. Doapi.to t~o f11ct t.'lat only 9 l'ogroos hnvo boon allowed to pnss 
-V,o rogistro.tion tost in tho county, ,,hich is north of '11.cksburg i.n >rostorn ld.ssis
s:ppi, nnn.ounoornonts woro rond throo so(ll\r-•to days i.n Wogro school&, tolli.ng about. 
tho oloction. 'l'ho notico :mid thnt only qualified olootors .,ould bo oligi,blo to 
voto, llhon tho l"rooclom lrote polls closed, -throe rJen, parents of Issnqu= County 
school childran, took tlw JJl b.ulots to tho whito school in Sharkey County whore 
of'i'icinl. voting wits taking pl-noo. Officials thoro .refused to accept the ballots'.,.,,? 1 • 

l (t1P -7/(/f'b'i.~ 

In Greonwoocl, two h.10lotov oooktaili • ho=~do bombs• wore throtm et tllo homo 
of n i'runil;r .~ctivo 1n oivi.l rights ,rork, ii passing nhi ta truck clrivor holpod oxtin
guish tho blaze, which clronl\god tho front room 11ncl porch. J, pic!cot lino tms .forlllcd 
i"t tho houso t.1-io noxb d,ay to protest the bombing. 

Four l•hi to COFO uorlcors and I\ Negro who locked l\rms w1. th a whi to .fri.01,d woro 
nrrosted in I\ Negro c.~:f'e 1n Tallulah, Louisinnn, At lol\st 18 civiJ. l'i91ts workers 
wore thoro, but police 11nnted only- tho \Jhitos, which they clutrgod m,th disturbing 
tho ponoo or disorderly oonduct, Tho o,mer of the cni'o, houovor, .refused to press 
charges, nnd. tho fiva lol'Ol'O rolomrod aftor nbout 12 hours in Ta.llul.ah City JMl, 
Groups wont to sovornl cni'es tho noxt night o.nd woro sorvocl ¥1.thout incident, The 
o..'li'os clesod earlier than usual, howovor, nnd local pooplo marched to tho city hall 
to protest, 

INVESTIGhTIONS nro continuing into J d-0nths, 2 attomptod rapes, and ono miss~ 
i.ng parson, 

Tho body of a Nogro lMO is snid to hl\vo boon pulled from tho amito Rivor in 
northenstorn Louisiana. !lo details o.ro nvniln.blo i'rQm police or funeral hol!lQs in 
tho Clinton, Louisiana, i-.rOI\, 

No police invostigntion has boon carriocl on in tho caso of o young Rnnld.n 
County l11L\n !'ound dood nOAr tho railroad tracks wboro his i'ather works, Lottors 
have been soot to Attorney Gonoral Nicholas Katzonbnoh protost-tng tho fact that tho 
coroner d:isoouragod nn nutopsy, dospito tho unusual circumstances, and decrying lack 



COFO i@J3 SUMlJ\RY OF 1.AJOR EVENTS - - ?larch 2 - ?iarch ll, 1965 - - page ~ro 

of police action in determinihg if f'oul pl/ly was involved, 
A coroner's jury has rult:>d justifiable homicide in tho f-at.111 shooting of n 

Negro by his t½lito omployor f'.t Okolona in northoastorn Mis:,issippi, llo Negroes t.os
tiliod at. tho inquest, because it ,ms hold at MmOst tho sar.io time as the funeral. 
Tho parents of the slain .rti.'ln had no attorney and there nns no oross-o~tion of 
tho two nbito witno5r;os, Civ-U. ritb-ts workors report thore al:'o tlogrocs who have tos
tilnony conflicting with tho version givon by tho man \<ho was acquittod. in tho shoot
ing. but thoy aro nfrnid of roporoui,sions if they do come forward, 'I'h.ey are arwre 
tl-,,.t law onfol'comont officials aro trying to koop tho case vory quiet and tboy know 
tl!.r.1', t,ho freed mnn has killed at loost throe other persons in past yoors, 

/\ !:l2,nroo County grll?lc::1 jury is expeotod to investigate tho attompt.<;>d rape of 
two lk,r;ro iµr la by n loeal constable, 

A"l,j t:ioro is no word yot on tho whereabouts of ur, Rich1,rd Robini;on, ~ssing 
frCl'l ~'!.~•l!il'l. sin,;c, February 2;'cd. 

T,rcr1~:v e:iJt pooplo moro s'lrrostod in tho Gulf ci'ty of Moss Polnt mion tllay 
p! ·;1 :·., , t n.J !;ho pror...rty of a si;~ool being boycot.totl .Students have boon out of 
c1 'l""'' .,_n,1, !,' •!-1•,1.i;,ry 24 to prc,s!rnro tho board of education to oomp1y with tho fodoral 
d " ·L:!''1;'~,t.ton o,·N.o\'" ·no to im_ ;'!Yo co,nditione at ~1oe,ro schools, Q,i:'.y J.4 or 15 oi 
tr,,,., (,r•,,sl;.-v.J I xo on tho Fl' •• i line, howovor, Ot.r,o:-:-s woro sit~lnd :L.'l C<LrS t>r Wttt'O 

lJJ ''C.:.u 'l':1 '"'0~= tho r.ohools ~·• r ,> polleo put tho.n undo:i- i,:,,rost. Sovor:11 woro struck 
by <:l1·1.11or "!r I re» L,od roueh.1, <'Uo S,irl boing pullod frora tho JJ.no by her 1:tnir, 
Tot,·.~. h'wi ,or tho ?6 ill $?.:),\l~ll but c.ttornoys hape a federal j\ld,",o -:::,.'\y l('lior tho 
'll''"1·.t »}10;1 t~o C<\l'OS aro t"ilf'"' ·• ;d into fodoral cor;rt, 1\To tcun·-t:,orE .,n, in soli
tei-:,· ,•01i;1 •1 .• 1,1rmt, c,nd 19 \IE>•,,c., p~isonors arc coruded inoo t•~o tlny <.:~lls, ~rit!i 2 
bco.s :fw· 9 1>ooplc in On<J, 

";;,,. n er fc-m-COFO 1•,"));i·,•ro jailed in ~kirks .,arch 3rd for noom .. l"ibutir,g to t)io 
doL1-.r:<1;1oy or sti.nor.t aro ~t l 11, :.n jail, Young pooplo in tho Ciiuit.lIDn Couµty t01m 
h~.ci t.,, :1 ;;.,,st,w_ 1,ul>J.io noc,om.;ci,tions, onthoir omi iro.tiutivo. S,>fel'<"\l hl\rcsemont 
arr.,~·t.,; l,l\vo bocn niad<J sinco tho COFO jailings, and l\ to0nl\gor t;.!lkl 'I., food to tha 
wo.ck,,•·a ,,,,.s brn,,tan in tho hall of tho courthouso by Fogro tri:.stios o.ftor nn c.>ffici.al 
ic 1.lv, "horiff.'s Gi'i'.ico rof'usod to Wo action on throats rororted to him by tho 
youti,, 'i".10 uodror now out of jail wns bee.too, nlong 11'1.th yow-.;;: ~ogre cotnpanions, 
on tho ., broot, and thoir i>tt.nckor chasod t.liot1 a block 111 th a drctwn kni.fo. 

'rho 40-dny poriod 1n toh1oh tho :stoto ht,s .nn opportunity to tnko depositions 
rGI ,r~ni, i.o thu Froodom Domocrntio Party's Congrossioru,l Challenge ends 1n about tvo 
''"' J; ,. l'.o ono hns yet boon subpoenaed, a.nd thoro is not indication of 1-1hnt tho 
f1 n: cbys 1Till bring. Lauyora for tho i', D.P. aro pl.,mning for thail' remaining 
1O--dny doposi tion period following tho steto • s crumce to pres ant ovidcneo. 

Solrua postscript: lvbon tho nows came through of the S,mdny "lllBSaacro•~ 
goc,d part o1' sr,1cc/COFO stnf.1' wore in Jackson (for a stato-ui.de ~u::,oting), 
Abr,r,t 25 st,,-£[ lai't immodinto~ for '3olma to give what holp they could to 
t= t.ho strcc project there. troro followed, including some FOP people. Both 
· ,e,, P11l.ro.ol:' , :)f Jackson, and 1a-s, Ruffin, from Lauro.7., took p11rt -in tho a;!,l
n,{,ht vigil on Wodnosdny, b1roll 11th. 

Sympathy protosts lll'El planriod in sevorel town.a, 
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