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The Uonference sterted epproximately 7:15% p.m, Friday evening
in Wilcox Annex of Tuskegee Institute, SHomeg B5 students were pre-
sent, with ropresentation of the following colleges; Tuskegee Inst,,
Talladega College, Selma College, Alabama State College, Miles Colleg

Daniel Payne College, and Stillmen College and alss Snce stafl repre-

sentation [rom Hollysprings, Mias,, Southwest, Ga,, and Alabams,

The theme for the conference wes How Equality Lovsrs Participate,

The mecting first started off with Fresdom songs led by Len Chanlsr,
William Porzer and Willle Pescock. This splriftsed Sessin went on for
about 40 minutes and secmingly provsd to be very fruitful. After ths
period of singlng, George Ware gave the opening address, This young man
1s a graduats student st Tuskegee Inst. and 1s Presldent of the Tuskense
Institrte Advencement Leagus, (TIAL), which is seemingly the radicsl or
somawhet the more active group of Tuskegee Institute in relstion to the
Civil Rights movement and elso social advancement of students of Tua-
kages Inst, George Warc spoke to the facts of whet the role of collage
sturdents in Alsbame are also what this particular conference must a-
chieve 1n or.er Lo change the social snd economic disenfranchisement
of Negroes in the State of Alsbama, He steted thot, " this conference
is tha 3prin: Board for further advoncement of Negross students and
for Alabama's succeas toward Freedom". And that this success will come
apout and that TIAL 1s prepared for a radicel chenge not only in the
State Of [Llo sama and the Netion but also s change in the Negro Hducate
ional Institutions of hlebama,

Tt wrg quite obvious the words Mr. Ware spoke hed suprort of those
attending the meeting at that time and that the frecdom spirit was in
the mir.

The next guess wes then Len Chanler, whom I felt was very efflec-
tive in nis eblilities to reléte the lyries of his sonpgs to the move-
ment, Within his songs there wsg ond educational period teking place,
He nlso 1loi't challenging idesas in the minds of peoople [rom hils songs
and thusly brought out zame of the shyness of peopls thot were present
at that time and they too begen to express themselves in whotever musi-
cal abilitices they had,

After Len Chanler rinished, Jim Foreman (Executive See, l'or Snce),
was thern introdueced in the mest eloquent woy, Jim  proecesded ta ex-
cleln the crpocte ol the fonfesrence it could be summed In these fow
words; The conflergnee gearsd to ree-sstablizh & student basc in the 2outh
to develope leoadership and more leadership smong Nesro ctudents snd to
bring sbout Wegro stydont in Alabema and all acrogs the Netion, He
then went on to summapize soch days eventa of the protests in Montgomery
starting from Fridey Mar, 19, back to Sunday Mar 1l, he gave hls sume-
mary backweoirds in which he intended to de, He also caplaln in the tlm
ol iz summardzing the ineldents 1n Montgomery the meny implications
of whet took znlace and also hid ideasa of what this meant in relation
¢ the loenl community, the laws ¢f the State and also the laws of the

country snd what the pro and cons were in the past few days

Jlm alsc made it quite plain to the students that people have a
r;ght tu picket the Stezte Capltol end that since this Pignt‘has been de=-
nied to the Negro peolpe thel we must continue to protest for that right
which 1s protesting for the right to protest in Alabsmao, Jim futher
made mentlun that we arc concern with the legacy of 63 yaars and thst
however, we must move now, Also he made mention of more history of the
Hegro in ocur institutions and that we must get it seme how, Jim then
geve 2 orief synopsis of Negro history in Mississippi anéd how it effoc-
ted white man and his reactions that brought the Negro back into a
more modern slavery.
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I must egrse, that Jim speech was very good and that the students
got a whole lot out of the information he presented to them,

After the spsaking sessions a pansl of six persocns wers brought
forth, three college students and the three main partieipants of thsat
avening of which I just gave a brief report on, Before ths discus=-
gicns took place we had a 10 minute break, it was then a few minutes
before llo'elock p,m. In some few minutes we sbtgrted agaln with the
meeting, powever; prior tc the discusslon, we scquired the energy to
8ing and rmorch around lnside the bullding singing frcedom songs,
When we finlshed singing it was theb 11:25 p.,m, &nd then procesdoed
wlth the panel discussions, I do not have &6 record of the questions
aslkted hovaevery I cen descrive in genersl what some of the gqueations
were, Tolladega students wented to know how they could get a better
news media on vvents of Alabama that wsre not close to the college,
They wanted to know more about the movement in Montgomery and about
Sncc, This question was quickly solved by Jim Foreman by letting
them know that the Southsern Campus Coordinator would have more mate-
rials coming into the schools in Alabama, Also students directed
questions on what must they do in order tc breask down the Adminis-
trations diseipline on participstlon in the c¢ivill rights movement,
Also Jim brought ur the gquestion of whot is the responsibllity of a
gtudsnt to himself when he 1s admitted te eollege on the bases that
he is the responsiblllty of the acheol and that he theb is hendered
in making declsions fer himsalf and for the govsrning of his 1life?
Thle question waa snavercd in many different woys, but I'1l sum 1t up
in saylng that tho general feeling was thet studonts must start o=
seurbing individuality ond to push for more scademic and” EQEI”I_TEGG-
dom and 1o% the—-odmin Stration i know that studonts are ruady for @
change, also toc let the pafents who tend $0 cuddle therc sons cnd
deughters to much, thet it is jimﬂ.fﬁr_thﬁm.tg neke deeisions Tor
themselvcs Betors they zet aauggg up in the hard Socisty, Une young
man nlss made the stoteoment thot this movemcnt sHould not just stop
after our college d~ys but that 1t'shou1d contimie in our lives ond
professions cnd this wos token in by n lot of people,

We clcped the meoting for the night by aingine We Sholl Overcome
for some 15 mirmubtes rnd 1t wns then much eftoer 120tclock, This phase
of the muotlng wrs lovely, I don't feel fs though i1t could hove been
any better any where for the first night,

Saturday Morning Seassion 3/20/65

The mooting wrs open by the Willirm Porter with zome Freedom Somu
led by some of the members of the Fresdom Singers, After this John
Love wrg agked to open the discussion about Alpbamc, John asked the
students ovne’ questlion which become tho center of discussion and thils
mucstion wes Whot 1s tho role of the so-czlled unaducated Negro, also
one whe comnot resd or write in relotion o Tilur being &ble fo vote
end dows this mop howe o plroe in soglety, This question was thrown
eround in wony different ways, students first try to derl with what
1s the votu and then begon to «lscuss whet wos o education, whot wos
a formal educatlon in relotlion to just plain old common sense. Soms
stude nts express the opinton thot a formal educatlcn 18 good in re-
lation to 5E991ﬂl““fiElg§T5£I§3§§§E§égﬂ_§§En?hﬂt it lack ony con-
nection to what really life student he hos been kept
awsy from The PEalItIEs of *ife and that the vote was Important after
you got a cducation however; thls 1s bnsically a lle for mony students
leave the South cnd nover understend the vote cnd the pollitical ma-
¢hine end its ¢rickery and injustice to the Negro., It wos basically
folt thet the vote had no strengbh for the Negro if he 41d not know
the_polikigcel mcchine, Also students didn't realize how wrong this
politlicol meechine was and flnally realize that their educational in-
stitution hed not been toaching them bosic truths nbout life andtho
goverrment. Therﬁ'Wﬁﬂ'ﬁFEﬁGﬂilFZTU definite onaswers given but it wma
g consences thot the white man was using its educstionsl institutions

for Negro to be morm gpathotie in relg g that educated Nogro to
be satisfiea with a good job ® home-end o bi h not fo
worrTy abomt tHit Ttheduea ro In the South,
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The discussion then went into what is leadership and orgonizing,
These question did not moterialize to much becouse students began

to derl with whet they should do in relastion toc organizing their

own schools and then golng into the community, however some felt that
by one going inte tha community and tcking others into the eormunitie s
it would then enhence. the possibilities of bringing about orgenization
in the schools Af and when studants begon tc sss what the real 1life
was outside the college community. Others felt that they should go
into the communitles and try to get pecple to regisater and vote =and
al: explain to the pesople what the vote really was and how to use 1t
foer the betterment of the Negro people, Otheras brought up the question
on the voting age and they felt that students should start voting at
18 years of nge, secing how they are eligible to be drafted into the
Army. BSome students felt thot ocur whole social system in conjunction
to our politic.l should be changed and that this should be endorse
through our educational institutional however; this ideo wos in the
greatest of the minority and the bad ¢ feuling waa thot we must ed-
cate people to whrt the vote 1a, however there wos deflnite wey it
should be dons in relation to the discussion,

The discussion then drifted into the dirfurence in the educational
institution in the North end the South, After long dliscussion it was
folt that Northern Schools were superior to Southorn Schools and the
this was ond intentilonal act on the part of our American Society (Gov-
errment) to moke sure 1t stay thls way in order that the Negro stays
in his ploce, 4fter lonpg discussionas we then went to work shops on
the followling topics: 1, W0 HAS POWER IN THIS COUNTRY? 2, OW CAN
BEZCOME QUALIFILD? 3, HOW TC HANDLE ADMINISTRATIVE LND PAHLUTAL OP-
POSITION TO STUDENT PALTICIFATION IN THE CIVIL A IGHTS MOVEMENT? 4.
METIIODS OF ORZANIZING A STUDENT CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP ON A COLLESE CfdM-
FUS? 5, WILLT CAN STUDENTS DO IN LLASATA IN THE WELRS TO COMLY? 6, ME-
TIODS OF CIRECGT ACTIUN HOW EFFECTIVL ARE NONVIOLLNT METHODSE? T, WEAT
IS LEADERS:IL? 8, WHY MUS) THERE SE CLNFLICTS BE WEEN C1vIL RIGHTS
GROUTS, -

Thizs part of the confercnee I comnot report on due to the foet
there wcs no reports given on each workshop that svening of the cone
ference sessicn, So I will report on the ¢veniihy sesgsion,

Evening Scsaion 3/20/65

This portien of the sgssion proved tu b. very educationzl gnd 1t
wns o hentod session, not o scsajon of Tighting verbally but a session
of argumentive robuttals that cousc people to think, due to this good
period of eductctional exchange it was very heord te kecw detall faets,
Eriefly I will describe +this perlicd of the conference.

The tople of dliecussion was what 13 educnticon and also whet is
the voting bill of Alabcma, The tone of the meeting was sct off by
the Mr, Cortland Cox ond of which he did « good job, becouse he
chnllan;o students in what they hod lehrned about thﬂ American systam
and to o grent extent made them see it hod taught nothing but to be
- pood nigpsr ond you will moke it in the white men's sccisty, It
also, in discussion broucht out to students es they bepan to wrostle
with the gquestion of education that they had really learncd nothing
but how t _puppets to the system and how Amerieca hed been living
o 1ie in rolation to whnt s frue Democracy eally is and that 1€ the
Ne&ra~i$ 7olng to 1ive os on squel, he must enanga the present Amerlecan
system, le must ch"qga also the educational gystem and see to 1t that
schools speak the truth about life and the South, It wes elso brought
out thot the vote ia renlly nothing in relation to our present wry
of govermment and that only when poopk 1n the true scnse of spe-kim
ern drew up 2 vobing bill will oll the barriers of wvoting be somewhot
brokon down, Alsce attention to what - black man is in the United
States wns brought out by Cortland Cox .n relobion £6 tho-denths of
of Black people ond the justlces that were brought forth in relstion
white people thot have died in the South who work in the movement

. ond the Naotion locked to 1t. And how many of our Black brothers 1u0kﬁd

towerd the 1njusticas of the South and then nothing was done shout'but
yetsometihin: is done cbout the white man who dies in the Scuth, Many
many ;rcod thinca come out of this pert of the diacusalon cnd I cantt
bep'n to deserib. 1t sll, but I ean say this it had alot of Nogro
students thinking cbout whe they arc ond whet they nroe in this coun-
trye.
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stated, "I plogd for these United Stotcs of [merico ond our Eduesational
Instituticna t¢ listén tou the Yuuth”
Mra, Reeves wont on to doseril the fmericon systom ce o Jungle

to the Nepro end that she we can rbin.;-pr-z the church and bring in
its truc mocning, We must ereatc new ovenues of cxprussion for man haos
ghert eut the resvurcces of the World for the hungry, She then om-
phraiz the following things; youth end the importeance of its gttention
ih Soci.ty 1f [fmerdicn ia goin. to bu better, omphosis the new creo-
tivity and thot studoents must look deep Inslde cursclves =and the way
to roloasce this ercoativity ig by honestye..esact Montpgomery and the
class rocr together. 4Alsc the College student will bring to the move-
ment the ‘um nalon of the retionsl n which you are trying to do.
These =nd nany other thoughts Mrs, Reeves left in our hesarts ond minda,
We then closed our meeting with two songs,.....N¥0 Mans Land is an Islon

oend We 3hnll Overebme, olong with o proyer by the Rev, Thomos Brown,

-

Comments

I fool thot the confercnes wns very offective and educaticnal to
the students ond to the stafl and that it heos open up new ovenues of
thought ond ercetivity to me in relaticn to bringing Negroe studonts
osut of thenr Lithurgy. This confeorence can prov. to be very fruit-
ful 11 Sngc has o effeective program this summer for enlleges and for
following year, I fecl thet semetime in the next two months plens
should be made for o conforence in the Scuth of pll previous confurcncc
particlipents that means 2ll the South.rn Stotes, This nlso moans brin. -
ing Nbrro student from cll ov.r the 3outh to discuss the rola of the
Negre and the role of a Negro student in the presont svastem of the
South and to discusa what they must do to change thils corrupted system,

1t will sorvo os strong base for Ghis movoemont,



