THE REPLY OF LAWRENCE GUYJT, CHATRMAN OF THE FREEDWM DEMOCRATIC
PARTY, TO THE CHARGE OF THE MISSISSIPPI CONGRESSMEN-ELECT THAT
THESE LAST HEARINGS ARE ILLEGAL

Attorneys fir tue five Conzressmen-~elect from Missis-
sippi teday announced that they would not be present during
the Freedom Democratic Party's final Congressional Chal-
lenge hearings seheduled Yo begin in Jasckscn on Thursday,
April 1st. These hearings will provide the FDP with an op-
portunity to present a2dditional evidence 1in support of 1its
contentlon that the flve Congressmen were lllegally elected.

Under the statutems geverning the Chzllenge procedure,
the Freedom Democratle Party is entltled te a ten day rebul-
tal perlod. The optlan to use these ten days is not contin-
gent umpon the contestees having produced evidence nf their
swn. One can rebut by lntroduclng new evidence, and this
the FDF 1ntends ta do.

MesBrs. FPatterson, Coleman and McClendon make the fur-
ther presumptlion that this evidence, which shall be sub-
mitted to Congress, will be "unauthorized and i1mmaterial.”
This 1s c¢lesrly a matter for the Congress to decide.

We belleve that the snnouncement today Is entlirely con-
sigtent with the Congressmen’s fallure to take evidence of
thelr own. In the face of thirty-five thoussnd pages of
documented evldence--gathered during the FDP's first depo-
sltlion perlod--any attempt on thelr part to: preve Missls-~
sipp!l Negrcoes hsd not been denled vobing rights would have
been ludlerous. They have nothing to say. They have no
answer.

On Thursgday, Friday and Saturday, people from across
the stste will testlfy thet persisting acts of intimidation
and violence directed against Negroes have taken place since
the onset of the Challenge. Evidence o contirued vioclence
and lack of lasw enforcement glves an entirely different
picture of Mississippl from the one being loudly proclaimed
by public offiecials. Behind the "new Ilmage" we ghall
expose the ugly reality we are determined to change--with
or without the help of Congress.
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