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pending i n the Southern District where all o£ th:.s st.u£!' i s gone . . 
i nto , a nd t he Student Non- v:i.olen't Coordin .. "tti ng Co."'lmitt·Ge, and. ll 

thj.nl;; J.ohn Lel';is -·- ;:ras he one of tfte plaint:i.f'£s ? 

HR . HA"LL : I thin!< ho rnight bo. 

lMl . HcLEA!! PITTS: I am not sure tlhot het he was or 
. 

not '· but and al.J. ti,lis stU££ \'tas gQne i nter, and t hen i"n addi-ti on 

't·o t hat , j,n youi:' t hree- Judge District Court case i n Sell11a , a ,good. 

bit Q..f "this '"as gone into. 

THE COURT: I w1derstand --

l•iFI . HcLEAll PITTS: That iS -- I don ' t think i!t 

pe.rt:ains to this march . 

'ft-:E COtmT: - -. t he logal pri nciples th'at a_~ 

cOntrolling i n this case presentl;y being heard and before me ii.wol Y 

genel"a.lly a balanc ing o£ rights; as I thought 1 rnade clear 

·ye.sterday 
1 

I \'/a·s going to permi t a cer ta!in an.tount oT his·tory on 

both s ides,, a,s •.far as t he detnonstt~at~or'!:s and the reasons £or the ~ 
i:i~ons·trations and. bhe oxtcnt of any m,i str eatmont that - - that: t hey 

compl a ·tn of , and that i s the reas9"n that I am goi·l!Z t~o ti<kni.t it . 

f.ffi . I-lcLEAN· FIT'i'S: A:1,1 -right , oir . 

Q l·!r . Le\ti'-8 , did )~our orga.ni.sation participa,to it;}. {l.n a t .t em.Eted 
' 

march f r om Selma. to tiont-gom·cr~, Alabruna, on Stmaa~, f•!a1•ch 7, 

1965'? 

.\ ~;_e did partj cipa'te i n a ttempt ed march fran Selma t o MontgomeX'y 

on i1arch 7 , 1965. 
' 

Q Did you, yo~self 1 part~cipatc i n tbl.s ,a I; tempted mardi? 
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A I did. 

Q ~lere you one or the lea(!ers of the march? 

A Hosea !lil:~iams and I >ras at the front of th.e line. 
' 

Q I show you, Mr . Lc·~is, a photograph marked f laintil'fs• EXhibit 

4, and ask_you i£ yOu can i dentify it ~or us, s i r? 

A Yes , I can. 

Q Can you tell us 1·rhat i t is? 

A Thi~ photo~aph i s a. scene 1·1here State <T.roopors are pushing an 

tr~ping and beating sorne of' us t liat was in <ttho line, and ] se 

myself i -s J:er~, and a S~ate 'l'rooper is standi ng over me. 

Q You see yourself in this pi cture? 

A Right . 

Q And this is a. truo likeness of what occurred a t that time? 

A It is. 

!ill . SUTH: llo obj ection. 

l!R . l4cLEAif PI TTS: What Exhibi t is that? 

J.!R. !!ALL: 4, I believe; 4. Your honor please, "" 

offer thi s i nto evi dence. 

THE COURT: It; will be admi tted • 
. 

Q lo!r . LeNi s, I shw you a photograph. marked P:).ainei f'-!'s • Exhibit 

; f or identification, aak -you to exrunino it and see if you can 

i dentify i t? 

!.ffi. l>lcLEA!i PITTS: Hm< many more you got? 

l.ffi . !!ALL: liow mar.y more 
. 

I can identify this photograph. 

you tot? 
! 

l 

- --
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Q can you tell us what it i s1 
' 

A It is t he ~ine of march ia tleint1 ruahed back, beat down by a 

lino of State Troopers ; I see ~f:r .. Hosea \•lilli.ams. on the ground, 

and I see ~here a State Trooper has just hit me, and I have my 

hand up like this. 

Q And this is a true likeness of' what happened at that time? 

A It is. 

Q At that place? 

A A true likQnesa; ye~, sir. 

MR. l~eLEAN PITTS: That ia \'TP.at E:r.hibit? 

MR . Sl-II~H: tio objection •. 

MR . HALL:: If your honor pl e <l:Se, we .off'er 

THE COURT! Plaintif'fst 5 admi t t ed. 
-

}4ffi. McLEA-N PITTS: That is Exhibit ... - \-lhat was that'] , 

z.m. HALL : 5· 
- . 

MR . l·1cLEAH PITTS: ... 
')• 

MR. GRAY: 5. 

1•JR . HALL ~ 5. 

'Q J~ll."' • Lr;n'lis, \'?ere you ~ 

THE COURT: Let me s~e the. t. 

Q '\'Tere .you, on Sunday, March. 7, 1965 ~ allowed to go acro.ss t he 

Ed-.iard Pettus Bridgo i n Selma i n your att.ampt to march to 

l4on1?gomery? 

A Yes .. 

Q How many persons 'lf"9re in that line, in yo'ln' best judgment? 
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A I would say between s i x hundred ana £ii'ty ana seven h\llldrod. 

Q Did -- and you and -- ~lr. Williams and .you, as you have said·, 

\·rore in front or the line? 

A Right. 

Q You got across tho bridge; is that cor.rect? 

A Right. 

Q I~ your best j~dgment, how £ar across the b~~dge di (l you get? 

A I >tould say we moved about a block and a hal£ or t>to blocks. 

beyond the bridge. 

Q Will you tell t he cour,t what than happened? 

A About £i£ty £eet away from the line of State Troopers a Stste 

Trooper ,.,earing a St~te Troop~r - ­

Q l·!ay I interrupt you just a r.oment? 

A Uh 1 huh. 

Q Do I Wlderstand •y_:ou to say therfl: \'tere sane Sta~e Treo_per s .? 
' ,A Right; before we crosse<l the bridge, 1<e ~o...;Ld, se.e a J.ine of Stl! e 

Troopers . 

Q You ,d.id see s (IO!e State Troopers? 

A Right . 
' 

Q I n your best jud~e'nt,, hOI'¥ many Troopers d i d you see? 
- 0 

A ~fell, j: sa,., many, ·and. i:t I<Ould: ba vory llard and d ii':f'f cult f or 

me .to --

Q You have no judgment _as to how many1 
' A I ~<~uld say between eighty and ·a hundred. 

Q 1•/here ~<ore those Troopers stati o}lod? 
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A Some w~re standing across the highway all t .ha w"S.y across; other 

were standing on the sid,e; there was others in the bacl<:gi"ound. 

Q HQW close did you approach to th~Sil o:fficera befor,e your l ine 

stopped? 

A i•le were a:ble t<> move abm:.tt fif'ty f eet, and at that tim6 a State 

Trooper made anno"Uncement on a bullhorn or megaphone, and he 

said, '~This march wi ll no1i continue.,, 

Q_ 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

lA 
I 

i'lhat happened t hen; dia the l~ne stop? 

The ~ine -st<;~Fp!!d at that time . 

!ou stopped still? -. . 

Yes , t:iir. 

You didn't advance anf further? . 
We stopped r ight th0n. 

Then what happened? 

HG said, 111 am. Major Cloud, and this .is an unla\'lfill ass~bly. 

This dCJ>monstration rill .not continue. You have beeo banned 

by the Governor . I am going to ot'der you to disp~r.so. o 

Q \fna.t d.:.d you then do? 

A 1·'ir. vfill iams sai d, 1'11r. Major.. I would li ]~o to have a, word, 

can W'e have a -s.orord 1u And he sa i~ ~ 11N o, I will gi v,o you two 

minutes to le£1 ve. 11 And again ~lr.. t•Till:ia~~ said, 11Can I have 

a l'iord ?H1 He said, 11T here will lJe no \'/or4 • 11 li. nd .about a minute 
-

or mora Majo·r Cloud ordered the Troopars t o advance,. and at 

that t-ime the State Troopers toolt t.JLeir po:si tion~ I guc ssJ. and 

they ~oved forward with th~lr elubs up over their nenr thei 



shoulder, the top part of th~ body; they came rushing in, 

knocking us donn and pushing UB • 

Q And wore you hit at that time1 

A At that time I was hit and knoc·k.ad. down. 

Q Where w.ere you hit 1 

A I was hit on my h0ad right here. 

Q \'iha t 1fere you hit •ti th? 

A I ~ms hit u ith .a. billy club~ and I saw the State Trooper t r'lB. t 
I 

hit roe . 

Q How many timos l'fere you hit? 

A. I WB hit twice, once "r'lhen I \•las lying down and rtlfa-5 attemptints 

to get up. 

Q Do we underGtand you to say y ou- \orere hi't 

A (Nodded to i ndicate a£firmativQ r~ply) 
- -

Q -- and then attempted to ge't up and were hit -- and was hi"t 

aga.i n . - ­

A Ri ght .. 

Q -~ is t-hat correct? 

A (Nodded to indicate aff~ative reply) 

Q Ca.n .you identify ·the Trooper \fho hit you? 

A 1 am not positive that I could identi.f'y the ·T:roopar; r1.~o.-n the 

pi.cture l -- r can identify the troopor from the picture. 

Q. \1ere you knockad unconscious? 

)\ I \'ISS not knocked unconscious. 

Q Did you see other people around you hit? 
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I sa\·t other J?Oopla 'th~t -was behi nd me hit. ana knocked do~m; I 

'Q.id S GQ theM . 

Q Wer~ -- \tas any · .. tords sa.i 'd by tho Troopers? 

i'\: Vlell, the Ttlooper.s -- :most o:f thel!l ke,pt aayl n;s, 1'1·fove back, mov 

baeR~ you niggers, d i sperse,.:" and ca'lling peopl e blacl( bi-tcfies 

and son of .oitcfies and thin~ Hke tlmt>. 

Q They d i d use profani ty? 

A Right ·. 

Q Did you sde any oi the rnar:chers use any viole)lce at all in .an 

effort to defend themselves or ·to fight the police orn ;cers? 

A 'r.here \i'as no act of violence or any type of retalt ati oil, 

rather retal i a tory "'cts., on the part of any of the demonstrator • 

Q After you were st.opped, at sane subs~guent tim~ was tear: gas 

used by the State Troopers, 9r sana f o:nn of gas? 

A Ri ght. 

Q \'I ill you tell u" a bout that? 

A Uell, \·then \'le were forced back, mos't o£ the peopl e i n !li ne knel 
' i n a prayerful ma·nner.; they had back touard t he -- Selma., . 

~oeling, ~e line all t ho \•cay back \~<\S almost a spont"aneous• 

reaeM.Qn on the part of all the people in. tlie line as fw 'back . 
as y.ou_ cOuld .see, and at that time :the !·liljor ordered the 

Trooper to pu'ti on the-ir gas masks, <t,n"d they sta~ed th~oitlin~ 

gas, and ·people bedarno si ck and started vomit1ng, ~n~ s~e of 

\Ia was i'orcod off of the high~<aY" and bsbind sQJlle buil a >ngs in 

the ~<oods. 

J 



Q Did you see Sheriff James Clark on that side of the bridge at 

that t~e or at any tLme during this ~~ppaning? 

A I didn '~~t see Sh.~ri£f Clark a.t that particular timth en the way 
. 

back into Selma, I s.aw Sherif£ Clark in bis oar going across 

the bridgo. 

Q Going ac:ros,s the bridge 1 

A. Bac~: into Selma. 

Q You saw James 

A I s.a.t~T --

Q Sheriff Clark -~ 

A She·rii'f Clarlt. 

Q como across the bridgs into Selma? 

I A Right. 

Q You ~aw that~ 

A (Noddad to indic~ta af'firma·ti ve reply) 

Q. Did you seo any of the Sheri£f1s de·putiea, across the bridge? 

A I saw -.-

Q Jlt the time you sa\'f the State Troopers? 

A I saw members of the SherU'i' '' s dGputy -- I saw som0 o:f the 

Sheriff's deputiea ~ I ~aw at least one rider on a horsoback, 

and I kno\f thi$ one very )'le11, be,ca use I bav·e seen him in the 

court room many, many times in the County Oourt Ho111s e in 8eltt1a ., 

Q In Selma; you sa~ this -- this m~n on a horse on the ~ast s ide 

of the r iver? 

A :ai,ght ; he was on the bridge. 
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Q Where the incident oecur.red , you saw wha:t -- di d you see any ot er 

mounted .officers?, 

A l!o. 

Q Offi cers mounte.d on horseback? 

A I saw many membors of the Posse 

Q You did? 

A -- that I hAve recognt zeC\ fl>om previous .. occasion r:id ing horses. 

Q ~lel.l, what ><ere the¥ doing over there? 
" 

II On the way baelc and a cr.oss tlie ori<lge, .li:embers of t;he Po~se 'IOU d 

Q 

get -- ":o\il.d at tentpt to make the hors~. get on the s i!aswa]!c, get 

on the - - teo the ttall<l<ay on the br1.dge, and 'they tiOUld for c9 . . . ' ~. 

J>Ooplo, 'they woUld get between the l!l'ou~ of marchers, and they 

ltoUld run the horses up near the p'eopl e , and at one t ill1e one o£ 
' 

the Po~ses made t-he hor~e rear back ana start pa11fng people in. 

the back1 and t hey start tak; ng l<h~ps and bulil.~<h~ps, and t he 

wliips aboUt eight to ton feet long, beating people., and I >Sa~! . . 
one incident~ myself, where a member of the Poss~ sta~t beatl ng . . - ' 

a llegro ,.,cman,. .she dropped her Oa.g, she lost her shoes and 
- . ' 

every't'iling, she ~<as t rying to r.un, and she sor~ o£ turned arou:n, 

and stared at tne posseman Hho \faa beati ng her, a.nd hO sai <i, . . ' . .... . ··, ... . -
11Get on ~ you ?'lac~ 

Were you able, >lr . 
niggor \'loman, you.u 

. . 
. ' 

A \~ell, I wo.s 8:ble . to tialk ba·ck, bu~ t'lith t he a i d and assist;ance 

of scxne of our staf'~ peophe ani;! oth~r people tha. t' \·las in :the l'i e , 

Q By ai d and assi stattce , d.o you mean tha:t; t hey partially sll.pporte 
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you:? 

ll Ri ght . 

Q ~/rapped thei~ arms a~ound you7 . . . . 
'A (Nodaod to i nd;.c.ate a'f':fi<XmaYi v:e reply:) 

Q So you \·ts;-e able t o ~at on ~clt t'o tho church. 'N'ow., tlid you 

observe any police actl.'vity on the Nay 'bac)< to. t)1e ~hurclt? 
0 • 

lli All the \•ray back to the church there 1-ms hundreds of mar.chers, 

people who ilad been i n the march l ine , women , men., childre~, . . . ~ 

t hat was forced 'back td\tard !;he church. 

because t he Posse or riding .horses, some . . . 

Some -wa~ running1 

t•unni ng througj> the 

streets! were runni-ng t'h:m do~·m, and pe·ople '·ras rwmt tW for 

safety. to•i'fal':d t he churcht. . ~ .. . 
9 D,id yoU see any of the D3.ll"as County Deputy Sheriffs? 

A I did. 

Q At t.hi s t.:Une.? . 
p; ~Hodtied to :t!ld:l.cate aff!.rmati ve reply) 

Q We~e they also --

A '!'hey Nere engaged in t he samo type of acti vi ty t'l'.at tho meml>et: 

of. the Posse wa_s l?nga8ed i n. 

Q f\tid YQU. "1'/ent on back to the church. lfo;·r, did you at- some subs -

quent time lo3a consciousness or bccom~ i ll? 
' A I di-d not loss consci.ous; 1 arri ·ved back a't 'the church , and I 

;s.poko to t he UOUp at tho_ Church; SOOl~ ~£ ;the peop;l.e bad 
' . 

gathered,. s ome of t ho peopl e bad r.ema,iiled nt .the chwch; f or 
" 

about- t>ro ,minutes, and !!~le I \·tas speakiqg I llegan to f eel 



rule . 

l,Tit . P.. H. PlTTS : le l1a ve no ob jeetion. 

V R . Da_·~R ! ill nel·Is.pa per people are exc.t1sed : rom .. t he 

1YR I W . 1liLICI , 

l4R . DO.AR : 

i:·lR _. GRl Y: 

rn } 
.I. CuURT: 

SO ~J: 'That 

Th~at y~our 

Yes, s i r . 

"1~o ceed. • 

was our understand i ng . 

understanding ,, l·1l r '. Gray? 

~RTI1\T LUTl1..ER Kil~G , JR . , vli tne sa f 'or t l1e Pla i n tif f s , having be er 

dul1r sworn _, t .es tified a s .1..'ollo '~fS: 

Q ~lotlld '!l OU please .state yotlr na me f or t l1e reco.r d ? 

~ I am Fr rt!s i dent of the Souther n Chris tian l~eadershj_p C o.11fer~ence 

a nd Oo""'pa stor of th~e Ebe11ezer Ba!IL, ::_s t Church i n \.tlanta_, Ga or g · a ~ 

Q -H1at i s the Souther~n Chr i sttan Leadership Confel~ence, Dr . King ' 

\ Tl1e Soutl1ern Chr i stian Leadership Confe rence is an organi ,zatio 
1 

wor1:ing in tl1e ci vi.J_ r ights movement t ha t came i n t o be ing i 11 

1957 t o se·rve as a chann el throu_gh \'rhich local protest 

organizat i ons in t e Sou_th c ould el1a nnelize tl1e i r prot,est 

activit-=_es; it t'iork s f or· t he ~c -om.plete :Lntegr~atiot1 of t he l'legro 
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us t .hat th€y only had some three hundred and twenty Negro 

regi .s t ere:d voters out of' a pot ential of fifteen tho:usan:d-, one 

hundred a nd tV'[eilty- fiv·e., I believe that. is , they h.ad that many 

Negroes or they have t hat many Negroes i n Dallas Cot~.nty of 

voting a ge , wherein t he:re. are some f ourteen t kousand, ,.,.b_:l tes ef 

voting age and. more than nine thousand registered, and t hese 

f acts ·were brought out to us i n urging us to make Dallas County 

one of the pivotal points of our total t hrust into B1ack Belt . 

And so then you proceeded i n Selma; and wh&t form did your 

participat i on in the Selma movement take , Dr . King? 

A 1:!ell , 1'l'e started out having mass me:etings; we f elt that we had 

to do something uo arcmse people all over t he community , 

realizing that w'hen people h~7-ve - -

Thllt . McLEAN PITTS: Your honor , I object to what he 

felt like ; i t calls f or an answer a s 'to what f onn it was, what type 

of ·pe.ople ~ I just .-1ant - -

THE COURT: Vlell , I vtill sustatn that objection; it 

is not respon13ive to t he question . The question was what f orm of 

aetion did t he m~vement take? 

Q Did you hold meetings, Dr . King ? 

A Yes , -v1e held mass meet i ngs; Vfe also organized >·Tard meetings 

throughout the city and the county . We were having these ward 

meetings all to stimulatle t he Negro people of Dallas County to 

seel~ to go to the Court Rouse to register . 

Q Did you engage in any othel- f6::r>ms of pt tblic prcat-e.st or 

encouragement? 



Belt c,ounti es ~0f Alabatla, and also, t1e ha·d s,ta.tistics to· 

de1nonstrate~- this~ , r-e·vealing t ·hat in LQwndes C~ot1nt~.r and --~lcox 

County ynu di!d not have a p ingle ~Tegro, regist~er .ed to vat~, and I 

in other counties tb.e numbel? was very, very small ,, and then goi g 

on to st~te that appealing -- appealing to the Governor to set 

f ort.;h ,a v·oter registration pla:rn. or s·tructur~ in the State of 

_ labama that would ma!{e it poss ible f or' e1.reryone to vote witho.u 

fa cing any obstac·1es . J long with that l"tas the second par·t 

dea lin g with the fac t that we nave Constarttl)~ faeed harassru~nt, 

intimidation, br,utalit r, and e.ven. p·hysical de·ath in an atte·mpt 

to vote, or at le:a.st 1)rote·s t tl1e fact that. 11\fe can ,, t vote . 

Q Dr .• ICing, yc>u, yourself , did 11ot participate in any attempted 

tnarch on t he Sunday in questiort, did you? 

A No, J. did no,t participate in t he S'unday 1na1?'ch . 

Q .Ln }"'our .eapacit.y a-s President Df t -he Sout~hern Ghris~ia.n 

Leader-ship Confer~ence, did you rece i ve reports concerning "\-f'ha t 

·occurred on that s.unday? 

A Yes,, I did ; I \ llB.S i 11 --

Ml1 . SM:IT!-I : l!1e object te the reports, no1·1; the·y ar,e 

not ma ter·i al . 

'11HE COURT': lie i s n·o·t as ing wha:t the reports were .; 

he asked if he r ·eae.i1.red them; he sai d he had . 

Q Did you receive them? 

A 'Xes, I talked 1rlith my sit:;aff ·m.embers, I would say, allnos·t every 

half hour , e,rer·y hour~ after the march up unt il midnight ·.~ or e en 
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