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AL the comvruntion of the C.Q.F.0. lnst Sundny, an apnoal s zsade for rs
meny COFO voriccrs ns posguible to eoma to Solmn, aln, Tha felioving is an
cyovituoes account of tvhit happonod betwcon srrch 8 rnd lareh 13.

o nps nov peceing by the Groystons motel on 0,5. 80 cast from lieridian,
idss, to Salon, Alh, ... about 25 shariffs end stato troopers ears parkod in
front of ths roomS.e.s ¢ 2rrive et Brovm®s Chapel. It's boon [illzd vwith speachos
and mectings for tho nast cight veocke... tho stponghold, the hordquerters of tho
doronatretions hore, neoas and idnisters, slemon s hiph sechool and eolloge
studente fron sclmn, montioasry, tho univarsity of eslif,, grle, beleit, the
uwniv, of chierro, old lndios with old coats, Angd old mon with mwinklod wrelmt
freos, thnt aisht the placs 14 fillac, the nlslas arc packed, tho windou lodoss
oocuniot onc hour bofore ths nass aseting wis schodulaed, boptist proachors from
nonpby churchis talk sbhout jJusus mnd tig mlddle ased sad fat lndios oro ovoreomo
by vlslona, thay soon and flail their apns to rorch the lord but tho sonss
continus, masnle leck, sonc shetorpioh-re hositate rnd thon snan nicturss but
thore?s no dalay, the scrmonizing continuos. it is strange to sce this tom
so rondy for action, -nnd its buen reing on for oight waoks, peovle shako jour
heind cvepyrharo-=little lids nnd old nen, vhites--snick and secle vorkers as 1wzl
es visiting dnistors arc poccived liko amcrienn soldiors durinz tho liboration
of prrds in torld v»r 11. therc is gront militency on the part of the Kids
ané yot thoy arc not surly,

riidiny curing tho mooting the erord birerks into “rlory, zlory, hellelujcoh,’
s dozang of +hita and & fo0 norro minlstors stradnm into the church, o minjishop
Ls sglod to speaks "thoy scb up roadblocks =1l the vy from montpomery but o
made it.”  thoerowd poos tild. more choruscs of “glory, glory...' Pov. &nc-
arson, o 2entist loador and one of the flrst to open his door to aniel hors,
asks nosrocs to givo upn tholr sents for the mindstors, 1 hoped thnt the dnistors
ould hrve rofusse or olso thet thoe nooplo vould have done thet spontansously.

ms, amclis boynton. ona of tha loenl ladies tho first houscd salck ‘orkers,
nnd n oulob, pororful looking leader of the dnllas county votors loacus, talks
nbout thc bHlovs she recelved sunday, overyone so far has talked about those
hlﬂ"S.

The prople for ths most part arc resdy to form a flyinr wedpe aceinst  the
stats troonors... cosplto rov. rocse’s doscriptions of the troken lors and bones,
younz kods Moo arouns the chorch and banr thelr injurics dith the pride of wor
hoeposs, it 43 closr-- thoy ars wor horoos.

At the chnnel, Jencs foreunn, snee oxocutivs soeretary is asked fo sponk to
the sroun,. he facls snergy should be dirocted torards political orgamizntion---
anpthaor fracdon dormerntic party vhich toachss tho poople to orpanize thawsclvos
and-mpke thoir otm damands ovon though they nro not repistorced votars. he soys,
" you don®t hewve to be nble to vote to demend that your eity teses holp pave the
stroct you live on, that right should be yours as a citisen-- ihether you'rc
ounlificd to vots or not.*™

i wondercd -hat foraman sould sey vhen he ross quistly, unsiiling. hz teck
off s woy=-hite falt dorby, his outfit that day ves supor snieck: blus ovor-
alls +hich lookst brand nor  ho had ¢ stubble of grotth on his chin and he nced-
cd n hedreut, “the unifora you oar should dopsnc on tha battle you're fighte-
ing, foromin hed nasacd himsglf ns o black belt farmar coming to tom for sat-
Eﬂr}f“s shopuingz, & sharceropper would feel at casc ith & usn drossed like

k.

he <ellod up on the altor and started speaking in o welce diffsront fro:
tho othars, he 'ms not riving anothor pen telk, he "ms not leoidns for spplausc
or ‘raong.” he 'es trylnr to explain things to tho poople. ha said:

“the cusstion is not vhother you got the risht to vote,.1etll gt that, the
quostion 14 vlat nro o polne to de 1ith the vote efter ve rot it, ars ve going
ta sond peopls to offiecc vho 111l evpléit us as wmeh rs tho vhite san cxploiis
us? 4’ve scon neople vho 5sll their vote for §3 or $5 in chicaro...the roal
quastion is vhot ars ve roing to o 1ith our voto after 1u et it. it's wore
than just nolitics, its cconomdes nnd the vholo systen of omloitation. s've
got to think of tho lons heul. 1 'ant to tell you nbout the rdssissippd froocom
demoerntic perty thich iz ersenizing necroes liko you, you and you, you must
orfamiza, You don't nood the vote to have o peliticel race, you need to orgemisze
in precinels, countics and concressional districts. 'hrt vould you do if the
top poople beeks hore (weoring tevmrds Idne, fermor ob al) died? wvould you lat the
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movement die? it's you, the people, that must organize, leaders must come
from each and every precinct and county. that?s when this movement will be
strong. and you and 1 will be strong. right now we havo no power..nothing.”

there were some things the press failod to report about the sunday brutality:
troopers*chased Nogro toonagers into homes and struck them with billy clubs and
in somo cases it is roportod they throw tear gas bombs into the homes. Also, the
prass didn't mako cloar that troopers and posscemen charged into the erowd withe
out tho customary soveral minute warning. Eyowitnoss roports diffor. Some
say therc wos a worning of two minutes for poople to disporse. Others say
thore wns none at all., In many cases, people at cithor ond of the Iine - tho
first to bo attacked - didn®t have a chanco to disperse. Many said they nover
hoard any warning, As one SNCC leoader said, # the police didn"t rogard us as
human beings, wo wore simply the enemy. PFivst they used tear gas to blind us,
thon thoy eame in with horses and billy eluon whon wo couldn®t seo.® During
the siogo in Selma; dootors briefod people on what to do about toar gast: ¥ You
think youTre blinded and the danger is you'll panic and rub your eyes. Don't
rub your cyos., You'll be blinded only temporarily. Don’t panie.® BSNCC and
SCLC workors told peoplo what to do about hawrses hoofs - "Don't run away wildly
with a horso behind y=u. Try to grab the roins and stay in front of him.  The
only trouble is snothor horse might got you from bohind or tear gas may blind
you or billy elubs il knock gyou down so the horse ean stomp on you," HOrses
hoofs are the worst iZind of boating. Thore®s no safo, *limp” position you
ean take, Billy clubs aro kid stuff in comparison.

THE MARCH, Tuesday, March 9, 1965. o one know where the line would be
stoppsd, at the church? a block away T at tho bridzo again as on sunday?

one cluo vas that none of the leaders, king, abormathy, foreman, ot al, took
along wallking shoos or slecping bags. (dozons of kids did.)

tho stroot lending to the biddge was partly filled by two lanos of state
troopers cars, tho lino passod ono block, thon two and then sevaral moro to the
b¥Fidgo, the ministors waro integrated with tho erewd. at one point; hosoa
willinms, onc of king's aidos suggostod that tho ministers, 90% whito, stay
togethor at tho front of tho linc,

we pessced by whito houses. people showod ne emotion. some from uppor windows
printed and laughed at us. wo pagsed by factorics whero negre werkers stood in
ona door and whito workors in another. theoy wore Meoyoballing us and we were
oyoballing thom.” it was just fivo foot botwoon tho line and thom,somo peoplo
smilod and joked with the whitos :¥come on and join us on the march.” the
nogro workors shilod: the whitcs turned awmy.

wo got up to tho front of the line, a foderal marshall told us about the court
ordor stopping tho march until tho hearing on thursday. Iking answerod, glowly,
without tho slightost noto of tonscness "wo arc awarc of tho injunetion but wo
arc acting on conscioneo,.. to protost to tho govornor,..” tho marshall, in
a politc southorn accont answorcd: ¥ wo won't intorforo with your movoment,?

wo roachod tho bridgo, tho alabama rdver somo 200-300 foot bolow, was muddy
groon-gray, shining with gold from tho warm march sun, it was a splendid day for
a walk,

at one point during the march it apponroed that the troopors would oneo again
attack as thoy hnd Sunday/ An official sercamod through the bullhorn, A1l
pross without pross cards carnot go farthor, " Pross mist stay on tho sidownlks,”
It was thought this might mean tho pross would be blocked off from the battlo
sconc, but thorc woro signs that things wounld bo difforont: thors woro no
borscs or toar gas masks prosont and bosldos tho Ywhito shicld® of ministors
and studonts made it soom unlikely thoro would be any crashing off skalls,

L fow hundrod yards from the othor sido of tho bridgo the order came to
stop and go no farthor, King askod in a confident voiec, PCould wo allow our
ministors to load us in worship?” The prayors and sormons bogan, Momonts lator,
tho official ordorod troopors to eloar tho highways and return to tho sidowalks,
A cloar path to Montgomory was opon on Highway 80, People murmurod “Doos this
mean wo ean go through?™ Pooplc throughout tho line murmured, "Why don®t we go on?'’
and sovoral mapcheod back toward the church in angor., But we roturnod to the
ehurch, Lator, I loarncd that 4 of 5 ambulancos staffod by a dozon nurses and
doctors from tho lodical Committoc for Human Rizhts woro told thoy could not
eross tho bridge., Ir, Jack Goigear, of llow York City, was picked up by the shoriff
and told hc would bo arrcstod if ho gavo first aid to anyono., The hoad of tho
statc liconsing board was askod by Golgor if that meoant Geigor wouldn't have



page 3
COFO ITEES
1017 LYNCH STREET
JACKSOW, MISSISSIPFI

beon allowed teo troat Rov. Roob. tho night bofore and the official said, "That's o~
xactly right, # Lator that day, King and his aidos discussed with local leadors
and SNCC workers theo strategy for tho next fow days. It was agroed that a

paryor vigil for Rov, Roeb would bo held at the Dallas County Courthouse. Rov.
Roob wns noar doath at tho timo, That ovening the 500 marchors got as far as

200 yards from tho courthousc boforo thoy wero orderoed back. The vigil was

on,

During tho woock of weiting in front of tho church, i1t was inerodible to soo
old womon rofuse to roturn from tho rain into tho church, Ono SNCC workor
asked a lady who'd boen on tho lino for abou' 24 hours to go indide and get
warm, Sho snappod; "I'm going to stay out tirro as long as I can. Rain don't
bothor ho,”

Somo pooplo slopt on blankots undor tonts set up on lawns noarby. Othors
rostod on blankets soaked from the muddy lawms. But Negro families in projects
surrounding the church opotied thoir doors and sharod bods, food, telophones, and
clothing. Somo had noror mot a friondly whiteo man, at loast in their homos, boforo
the sicgo. Womon promicod doughnuts, coffoo, fidlaed chickon, and bologna sande
wichos 24 hours a dar T froo,

Misslasippl civi® ~ights workers and Alabama llegPoos shared thoir cxporiences.
Tho idea of starting an FDP sproad.

On the surfaco Alabama is just like Miss. Tho boundary lines aro srtifieial,
man-nedo. The Alabama por eapita incomo, litoracy rato, porcontage of registored
Nogro votars is only slightly hightr than in Miss, Rat Alabama has tho samo
Mindovoloped’ fooling. Many foonapers drop out of high zchool, lnowing an
oducation provides fow opportunitics. Uncmploymont is high, MNany pooplo
movo to tho north in search of bottor conditions, Evorybody soems to have
kinfold in Chieago, Now York, Philadelphia, or Califormia, Fow youth plan to
stay horo to live, Alabamans told about somo things poeuliar to their state,
such as tho voluntoor, unpaid possemen on eall 24 hours & day who como from
tho hills and valloys to got billy elubs and holp defond the whito powor structurc,
Ono whito nerthornor who livos in Selma said that a posseman lives in tho samo
building ho doos and that heo darcs not bring Nogrocs or whito peoplo, who look
liko eivil rights workeors into his homoy, As a rosult his only contacts are
wita Nogroos in thoir homos and oeeasional whito visitors from tho north.

Bat under tho surfaco Alabama is bottor than JHssissippi in some ways:
the 4labama Attornoy Gon-ral eritieizos tho govornor for pormitting police
brutality in Selma, and Solma Publie Safoty Diroctor (Polico Chiof) Wilson Bakor
threatons to resipgn bocauso ho disagroos with polioce tactics of tho Eighway
patrol and shoriff., ILast weok Bakor said Wogroos could march to Dallas County
but sovoral hours lator, tho mayor rovorsed Bakor and ordorod the march haltod,
Conflicts within tho powor structire arc moro visiblo in Alabama,

Editorials in Birminghom and Montgomory papors attack tho govornor®s
handling of eivil rights matters, In Miss., tho #tato® largost nowspapors ocho
tho govorner®s policios and thoso of tho powor strueturc., Why tho difforonco?
Partly tho preseoneo of tho fedoral govormmont is falt moro strongly on Alabama.
Missilc basos and spaco projocts at Huntsville and Mobile influcnco tho state,
and croato splits within tho powcr structurc. Bosides, therce is more industry
=both hoavy and lighte= in Alabame. Tho church®s rolo is somotimeos differcnt
also=«in Solma, tho whito Roman Catholic pricst of a Nogro parish led tho line
woiting to protost at tho courthouso, dnd Alabama teachors joined tho march in
Soulma, MNomtgomory, Birpdngham, Herien, Tuscaloosa,

King is King in Alabeme, most poople admit. Ho moprosonts not only tho
moral conscionce and outrage of Negroes but sccurity and protection against
tho whito man., Vhen King londs his name to & domonstration or is on tho picket
lino,; tho pross, ministors; peace groups, and students aro suroc to be thore.
Whon he failed to appoar,; Sunday in Selma, violenco crupted. Tuosday, whon ho
was thore with his groat following, thoro was no violence.

Somo Mississippi civil rights workors @who are now working in Alabama fecl
that if King should die, thoro would be 1ittlo movement in Alabama and Seolma,
Thoy soo tho nood for grass roots orgamization of 2 political body similar to tho
MFDP, Candidates havo boon run in loeal clections in Sclma, Marion, and Tuskogeo
but no statowido party has yot booen dovelopod. Thorefore, sttontion has not boon
attractod to probloms of Alabame as a wholo,
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What you loarn in Solma, if you have boon there during tho 9 wock sicge 1s the
moaring of "confrontation.” The “soul-force” which Gandhi, King, Forman, and
Farmer tnllk about is tested ovory time you look into the oyos of a state troopor
or shoriff’s possiman, Soul-forco could moan nothing more than looking inte tho
oyos of t.hn troopor without hato and with tho somotimes absurd focling that ko
will sco you as a human boing and have a chaneo of hoart., It's a way of pros-
olytizing and rofusal to bolicve that your oncry is bad at hoart,

In Sclma, pooplo tell storics about how Negores have thrown rocks at polieo
end in tho poorost Nogro ghotto, East Sclma, prople say that the polico arc
afraid to coma,

Northornors who witnoss tho confronteti:. Ain Solma got tho fooling of what
they thoy had only road and heard bofore. 1kry aro tosted when thoy stand
in linc on Sylwvan Stroet and look into the cyis - oycballing - its called—
of state troopors, Many spokc to Sheriff Cl:irk and camo away saying, “All
ho would talk about waas vwirich kids thoy weorc going to beat with billy clubs noxt
and how Commiiists hnve fooled overybody. Ifve nover soon such hatred, ocsp-
ocially from somecno in Authority. You can watch TV, and recad tho Now York
Timos, bub it's nothii; liko listoning to thoso things yoursolf,”

And some northows, s will go back to their ovm communities more scnsitivo
to similar problems in mhacir own backyard.. yobt the northornors aro not ocutsidors
-- a5 ono Chieape 1 ouk puk ity "Alabams is still a part of tho U,S5. and as
long a5 this is trus—-wo aro rot ocutsidors. This iz our fight. Wo Shall Net
Bo Turnod Around, Wo Saall Cycrecomnl®
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