A NEW DIRECTION AND THE KEY TO FREEDOM
- THE SCHCOL BOYCOTT, MOULTRIE, GEOKGIA - HERMAN KITCHEN

The m“Jor reason for rhe local peoole to want to put the boycott
into effect at this time was to correct the inadequacies and deficier
cies that exist at William Bryant High School. These deficiencies are
insulficient heating, buildings substandard and condemned, lack of any
laboratory.equipment, lack of enough and up-to-date toxtbooks for all
students, lack of enough teachsrs and lack of well- -qualifiled teachers
inadequate walkways and drainage of school campus; no-accreditation of
Bryant High; not enough classrcom space or dezks to accommodate all
students; too-high pupil-teacher ratio, The reason why the school is
not reoogn¢7ed by the accreditation association is because the content
of the education they receive at Bryant will not produce pupils that wi
will qualify to enter-a college or other institution of higher learn-.
ing beceuse of the above reasons, Also, they know that the county is
getting W?Ol 33l from the federal govornment for use in upgrading
Culqultt County schools, and they are now trying to create a legal
block to prohibit or stop that money from coming into the schools on
a segregated basis, The 196l Civil Rights Act outlaws such discrinm-
ination In the application of federal funds, and this is the legal
basis for the action, : o

HISTORY : ' - ‘ :

For the past few months Isaac Simpkins and I have been working on re-
search and orgunizing ths_community. Pecple wouldn!t work with me at
first, because L[ had to fing out what they were really interested.in
doing. And it turned out thaet the kids wanted action to improve the
high schooly - It has lost its accreditation, its bulldings are con-
demned and - substandard, the schocl ig overcwowded: student population
is 74l in & school d9819ned to hold 500; there arent enough desks or
books, and JUSt 26 teachers for 7Ll students; the campus is a sea of
mud., : - : :
We talked to the kids about a boycott, after having mass meetings with
kids and paﬁents'about_Ways tQ correct the situation. A boycott was.
the remedy we came up with, Tuesday, 2 PFeb,, I had a meeting at
Friendship Baptist Church with about 20 kids and /| parents. We talked
about immediate action and made plans for it to c¢correct the aeflclency
of the school. These few people wanted to push the boycott, and I told
them that it wouldn't be effective unless they could gct at leaot 50%
of the students to participate., In light of this, I told these 20 kids
to serve as messengers the next morning, to tell all the other kids
that there would be a general assembly meeting in the main hall., This
was only a_strdteaJ used to see what percentage of the kids would push
the boycott,., : The results were overwhelming, By 9:30, there werc more
that 300 ouplls in the hall, singing freedom songs and demanding to
have a general asgsembly so0 Lhat they could really Tind out from the
superintendent ¢nd principal the facts about why the school wasg offl

the accredited list, and what the community could do to get it back cn.
They were refused such an assoembly, as they had been countless times
vefore, So the kids spontaneously started a sit-in in the halls, In
the afternoon, more than 500 kids left the campus of Bryant High, and
assembled in Friendship Baptis Church, to make plans for the boycott, .-

By Thursday,'ﬁ Feb., it had develeped into & full-rledped boycott, and
Later into & protest march dn the courthouse square downtown, When
the lkids returned tc tie schocl, the police were called, and sixty
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kids wert to jaoil (three SWGa. staff, Isaac, Jim parry, and I, were

dragged along). That nirkt, the adults rot torether and orzanized a
Progressive Movement to negotiate with the Board of Education and the
power structure downtown. Negotiations have gone on since. At that
tima, teh school board refused to make more than token concessions, and
the promises they have made in the past hacve nwever been carrizd out.
the kids are far more militant than the parents, and they refuse to go
back to school until they have dafinite guarantees on the things they '
are demandeg. The. Superintendent of Schools has threatened to ha

the parants of kldS ‘who stay out of school’ arrested.

There are three lines of aoproacH now open.. Acceptance: of the school!
board's '"concessions" (the leadsrs of .the Progressive Movement are
running scared and are trying this; the kids reject it)3 the march and
fill the jails approach (Rev. Smith of Albany who has become a sort of
uncfficial chairman, supports this); and the send the kids back to -
schcel and go through the courts and the stae board of education approa -
ch (a few of the sncc staff support this).: I firmly oppose sending the
kids back to ;school. Aleng with attorney CBKing of Albany .I have '
been gettting certain pieces of legal information from lawbeoks aouthe-
rized by this country's gecvernment, discovering that such laws have

not beéen complied with by the lccal, state, and natioral beards of
education, and no cverall efforts have been put fcerth to make sure that
these laws have been enforced. K -

The police dervartment sent notices to key wmarents in the .communitv,
stating that they were violating the Geor~ia truancy law, which savs
that all children beween the ares cf 7 and 16 rmust be enrolled in and
attend a public or wmrivate schocl on the days. that such a school is
in cperation in that county. On the feollewing day, the parents that
received these lettera and their childrentwant to the sunarintendent's
office to get applications sco that their children would b2 admitted .to
Moultrie Hizh, tHo only high school recosrnized by the accreditation .
associations in oreraticn in that county. So the kids were not admittec
ed to Moultrie High, the all-white hirh schocl, and could nnt ge back
te Bryant, bacause it was unsafe and the content of their education
there wculd net help .them. So I set un Freedom Schoels. In several
of the Freedom Schcels I was concerned with settine them'informatién
“that would centinue their education, and they would not be rut behind
educaticon=wise, And I am hoping to have =lacement tests rgiven te them
when they 7¢ back te schools, so that the time they srent during the
boycott will not affect their promotion.

The lecal Heﬁ’rtmenta have plainly refused to admit Nesroes to the
white hich schecl, and it is anmnarent that senmarate scheals have never
b=aen and nQVer-will be equal,when discriminatorily run, as at onresent,
cr when run fairly, if such a thines is pesible, The kids have every
risht tc stay in Freedom Schocls, because they have nc other alternas
tive. CBKin~ is new in the zrocess of cetting. an 1njunctlon against .
the local becard for its dlSCPlﬂlnmt“Py nractices.

"WHAT THE BOYCOTT MEANS TO ME AND TO THIS 'COUNTRY
A? Correct the deficiencies &f Wm. Bryant. The school board and

suverintendent have promised to srtend $10,000 to heln et the school
ba ck cn the accredited list. This will »robably be used to ray the
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salaries of additional teaoners, and there will really be no money left
over for anything else, This is a start, though a poor one, They
promised $2,000 for 157 new desks, which won't really supply the need
in the schoal. They!ve promised to give $200 for new library books,
which is said to be the amount needed to reaccredit the school. They!'v
ve promised $L..000 to blacktop the campus, which won't even pave a
small room, Asphalt paving isn't worth a damn anyway, The board's
research team checked on the heating system during a 72 degree day,
with the heating system turned up as high as it would go, and said

the school was overheated and didn't need a new system. I sincerely
agree What they need is new buildiggs.

B, I feel that we have challenged the myths of our society. This
country spends too much money ofi foreign aid, allies overseas, and in
missile progrmams which have been robbing the high-school graduates
that this country produces each year of their right to the best educ-
atton that this coumbry can and should provide Por fts peovle, which
mias shal countless Lhousands (of diplome-~holding psople are drifting
avound in Ameriea, 'who will not Ve accepted by a college or other in-
stitution og higher learning until they undergo makeup work, This
above factor*has been crippling our country in the fields of science,
education, and human relationships, In light of this, I feel that the
federal govermment should be awakened to this fact, and this is my
bagslc interest in ushing the school boycott, because 1t 1s dramatizing
this fact and opening legal doors to solving and abolishing this
problem, and during the time that I am using the Negro citizens and
their town as a stage to set these different existing factors out and
show this country that they have not enforced laws that would have al-
ready guanteed that these schools be up to certaln standards. I cone~
stantly ask myself which is more important, pacifying the present needs
or guaranteelng that these existing needs be abolished in the futurey
In light of this, I strongly feel that we, sncc, must create physical
and legal blocks to help open the eyes of our nation, We sncec can ho
longer work in the direction that we have in the past, We have over-
looked the fact thaboriginally dtarted this orgahization, and that is
the utilization of students I think we should drwew a line right here
and evaluate the things that we have accomplished in trying to correct
the social handicaps and try to discover means to mobilize péople and t«
to get them to see, through a working relationship, that they depend
on each other to fertilize thise country!s future welfare, We are no
longer fighting black against white in America, We are now fighting
this corrupt system, which governs our lives, That means the only way
we can correct this handicap is through united efforts, black-&-white
together, in rearranging the laws of this country, and guananteeing
ourselves in this way that they will be enforced, We must remember one
thing: the laws in this country are supposed to be made by our people ar
and for our people, Though I'm not overlooking the thing that!s
separating our people. That too is a system: segregation, But I firm-
ly belleve that through a working relationship, people working together
learning to love and respect each other, this problem can be dealt
with, And %o guarantee that this happens, I've been having ministers
meeting, black and white ministers together, to establish human and
race relationships Because I bélieve that Christianity 1s the base of
what we are really fighting for, I'd like to leave with the staff two
questions, 1. What part does religion play in the reconstruction of
Tomorrow? 2. Which is more important, to give our energies toward
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pacifying our presecnt necds or toward establishing guarantees that
these eXisting problemg be abolished,

I feel that the schools and education can be used to mopilize people
in Georgla the samc way the FDP does in Mississipoil, '

I feel that sncc, sclc, and other civil rights organizations have bocn
doing more harm than good.l know that in the mind of 99% of the Negroes
born in this corrupt society based on that one dividiang line, segrec-
gation, there is only one thing, and that 1s to correct that great
wrong that he feels has been done to him, and while trying to correcct
this social disorder he, the American Negro, is dolng more harm than
goo, And thesc are the reasons that Sncc and other civil rights orga-
nizations were formed, Butthecse orgsnizations have been doing morc
harm than good, Becausc you arc only trying to mect your immediste
needs and not taking time out to evaluate the kinds of programs that
can solve our problem. We have becn really mobilizing a wall, and that
wall is hatre, Ve are removing the wall of hatred from the mind and
the Negro's world through legal action, Which means that we are for-
cing the segrcgationist to accept us in, and through court action.

That 1s okiy,. because it gives us a guarantee that these things can
and will hapnent, But it is still not the way to solve and abolish
the real problem., The place that the American Negro gets the will to
fight is through his heart and mind, This means that the pcople we are
Eighting ¢re storing in hearts and minds the same {ight, and the battle
nas not béen won when the Negro gets hds freedom in a court room, but
has started all over. Unless we take time out and come up with a new
program of work gcarcd at winning hearts and souls, through Christian-
ity or some overall law that practices love and brotherhood,

A Band of Brothers and a Circle of Trust 1g the key; but we as an or-
gainzation have not and cannot practice this in a free manner, because
that same socicety has corrupted us azisc, though we realize that we are
byproducts of it, In Moultrie in the next few wmonthis I am going to
try and implement this. Throuzhk meetings witihh white ministers that I
have contacted I am going to try and apply my new discovery, I know
what the staffl problem is. I know why we spend days at national stalf
meetings everytime to come up with 2 new gtructure and a new direction,
The sncc that you know 1g old, and there has to be a new kind of sncc,
I will try to nclp you sce this new dircction by the kinds of things

I engage myself in In the fubure. I hepe you c.n seec these new alter-
natives I am going tc give through Moultrie. As an organization you
have slowed up my progress by withholding funds and resources, I am
going to set up my own contacts cond raise my own funds, I am also
going to try to get the federal govermment to adopt this new direction
ot change, And I won't have to depend on you people sncc for anything,
Because theyarce supposed to be working for the people and by the people,
and they, the govermment, must see their mistakes too,

nced peopls qualified in the following fields, which sncec must work in
n3 o
vober reglstratfon and voter education,
freedom schools.

legal zction committee,
wolitical action committ
human relations committe
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