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Fact Bheet on Voter Registration and Freedom Days

N.B. The information from which this 1s taken ls very sketchy
and far from complete. Secondly, a creat deal of intimidation
of potentddl resistbants is not listed on thls sheet. Noast of
t\p materlial needed toc make a rerort can probably be found in
the testimony of the case against Foote Campbell by the Justice
Department in Aucust of 1964,

In 1955 there were arproximately 600 Negro voters on the books;
all voters were removed from the books at that time, and there
are at the time of thle fact sheet approximately 300 Nezroes on
the reglstration books out of 2 potential 12,000, Nearly 5,000
whites are recistered out of slipghtly over 6,000 elfisible,

1963 (June=-Ausuet larcely from Dave Dennis's rerort)

June-Auguet: Approximately 5,000 people were contacted in iadison
County through workshoprs, ecanvassing, etc., 275 of those have gone
to the courthouee: of these, 27 were reclstered, 188 flunked and

66 not even tested, becauese the reszistrar refused to open his

office on several occasions, as well aof the expected nrocrastinztion,
Demnis liste the dilscriminatory practices by the regletrar as
follows: Fluniking 188 ovt of 204 apnliecants, flunking peorle because
they wrote Mr,, lMrs. or l'iss before their names, telling Nerroes

to return in a month, a year or two vears, closing his office when
he liked (twice on a blind man), =nd making veonle afraid by rettine
the sheriff to come cver and talk to Negroes while they were taking
the test.

Aug, 38 Welton 8tckes from the Farmhaven area rﬁﬂrted intinidstion
attempta by a grour of white men to ston Nescroces who felt they had
been unfairly refused the right to register or vote from #ﬁﬁfﬁé
regliaterine by affidavit.

Aur, 8t Dave Dennis sent a letter of complaint to Purke Marshall,
nrotesting the refusal of the Polling Manaser and the recistrar

to accent affidavits on the right to vote, as vrovided for in the
"1saisaippl Code. Dennis states thst scem thirty people made this
attemnt to rerister bv affidavit. lr, Welton Stokes was one of
the thirty.

Aug, Tt lirs, Devirdys Kane was told by the reglstrar that she
couldn't recister when erhe went to his offilce.

Aur, 103 Lerry Lee Smoot went to the Courthouse te resister to vote/
wlth his mother, Carrie Smoot., When they told the rezlstrar that
ttey wanted ¢ recister, he told them that he was filled up and was
busy and that they should come back later; he did not say what

" ater" meant.

Augp, 103 Mrs, liackie Dearon, sixty=-six years old, went to reglster
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at the Courthouse at 3:30 P.!.. No one was there, although she walted
five minutes and came back forty-five minutes later,

1064

Feb. 21: In preparation for the Freedom Day on February 28, a
letter was sent to Mayor Matthews protesting the eity snti-
eircular ordinance and recuesting an immedlate answer to the
letter and a reconsideration fd¥ of the ordinance by the eity.
The leaflet enclosed read, "Cltizens of Madison County, February
28, 1964 1s the day when everyone should be at the courthouse in
unity, to exrress to evervone that NWegroes do snd will vote in
Medleson County, Mo one knows the frustration VNegroes encountenr
when attempting to reslister, It 1s higsh time to make known our
diseatisfaction with the prodedure of the Clircult Clerk when
reglstering Negroes. WNegrces do not reglster nor vote freely in
Madison County., We know it; Amerliea mist know it. Go to the
County Court Houvee on February 28, We will be there to help you
recister to vote, Madison County Vovement," The letter alse
ouoted from the Supreme Court decision of Jamison v, Texas, 313
U.,8. 41%: "...Cne who 1s rightfully on a street which the state
haes left open to the public carries with him there ag elsevhere
the constitutional ripght to express kis views in an orderly fashlon.
Thls right extends to the communication of ldeas by handbills and
literature as well as by the spoken word,"

Feb, 23t Havine recelved no answer to the letter sent by certified
mail to lMayor Matthews, a delegation went down to County Attorney
Goza's office, Nothing was dome,

Feb, 27: An article in the Jackson Dally News stated that fifteen (7)
NCC ministers would be on hand for the Freedom Day: Revs. Thomas,
Dwinnel, Kleeme, Huston, McRae, Wright, Simmons, Atkins, Gutlerrez,
Stone, Maler, Sherman, BPuckner and Vail. The article also auoted

CR workers ae saying they hed sent a letter to Foote Campbell,
recuesting him to place additional reglstrars on duty but received
no reply. It stated that twenty-four full time officers would

be on hand alons with "an unannounced number of auxiliary officers...
and highway patrol[ma%/“ The Clarion Ledrer cuoted Chief Thompson
ag saving he was keeping the two police dopgs "as a last resort

#nd that fire~-fighting eculoment would be on a stand-by alert basle.

Feb, 28: Dorothea Horton was told to leave the reglstration line
because she had reglstered once before. This was true, but she
had recistered before in 1954, before the booke were cleared.

Feb., 28: Robert Griffin stood in line about three hours walting

for a chance ¢ reglster. He finally got 1n the courthouse and was
waitinz outside Campbell's office, when & highway patrolman came

up to him and assked him hle name and whether he was married. Griffin
replied that he was not married but wae living in a house "with a
lady." A little later W.S.Cain said to him, "Look, boy, didn't
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you know that 1t was agalnst the law to live with a lady you
haven't married?" He replied that he didn't know; Mr. Cain
then said, "Yes, you're going to wish vou had known,.," Griffin
wag taken to the County Jall and stayed bout two hours, When
he was let out, a deputy esaid to him, "Clean up your own mess.
I'll know you next time I see you,"

Feb, 28: A girl who came with her fmaily to register was pulled
cut of line and told she would be exvelled from /Velmm?/ Jackson
High School,

Feb. 29: George Washington Reid came back for the second day
in a row and was told he couldn't come back for thirty days.

A deputy followed him and, according to one revort, chased him
with a gun.

Feb., 29: A new COrleans papee reprted that 250 Negroes had taken
part in the Freedom Day on the 28th. It saild that the line,
made up of "mostly elderly” Wegroes, stood for 5% hours in

cold weather; it added that, by the end of the day, four Banpla
had completed the test, The CL headlined the story with "Canton
Nerroes Apitate™ and said the line was hezded by Rev., Elton B.
Cox., It added that "armed deputies...stood on duty in the court-
nouse™ (with only one Negro at a time allowed to take the test
and %o allowed 6o walt inside) and that "Law enforcement AFéMfrdd
authorities questioned each of the Nerroes lined up outside.”
The Madlson County Herald +took pride in the fact that there
"were no incidents"; it stated that the demonstration "involved
only around 250 Negroes..." It also editorislized that things
had gone "orderly and faultlessly" and that the situation was
"resounding to the credit of all invelved" inecluding "the good
colored citizene of Canton."

March 3t Calude Sitton reported in the Washington Star on the
fut111t¥ of the Freedom Day, with the "Sernort you Citizens'
Council" sticker on the door of Foote Campbell's office. He
mentioned sullen mutterings by Hhigea but emphaslzed that there

was no violence, Finally, he addedphat "The long lines outeside

the Madison County courthouse are, 1in fact, augﬁeative of the
fallure of the Civil Rights Acte of 1957 and 60" and that "...there
1s 1little evidence that the situation will improve even 1f Wash-
ington passes the voting sectlion of the civil rights bill already
arproved by the House,"

Mareh 5: The Justice Department flled a complaint against Foote
Camnbell [g;gl v. L.F.Campbell, Circult Clerk and Reglstirar,
Madlson County, Mississippl, and SBtate of Mississippl): é11/
m..the acts and practices of the defendants as describe

this Complaint were and are racially diseriminatory..." It asked
for an injunction to haltidepriving citizens of the right to regl-
ter and vote, acts to delay and hinder rezistration, different
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registration standards for white and Negro and fallure to register
Negroes who have the same cualifications as the least cualifled
white reristered voters,

March T: Dave Dennls, in the Mlsslssivpl Free Press, noted that
there were between 50 and 100 policemen for the Freedom Day and
thet "They could have hired three more registrars anﬂ three less
nolica...there clearly was no lack of funds for 1t." Later he
stated that" At this rate it would be vears before z falr number
of them would be eristered,"

March 13: An NAAUP Newsletter mentioned the fact that a zrouo of
about 100 notentisl reristrants were not permitted to march from
Pleasant Green Church as a group; they had to go two by two

gsome thirty yards avart, The newsletter mentions that "several
fo the pollce officers were wltnessed telling the Negro citizens
to go home and not bother to vote,"

Mareh 10: A letter was sent by the miniesters of Madison County to
Mayor liatthews protesting the "actions and conduct of the nolice
department on Friday, February 28. Ve did not llke the rudeness,
rouzh handling, and general harrasament. Thev 2lso protested
the rude languapge used to clear the sidewalks, the unwillingness
to set up extra registration facilities, the implied intimidation
by police officers in makine neople give thelr nemes and the
imprisonment of Milton Esco.

Kareh 12: CCFC werkers talked & Hobert lioore of the Justice
Department, who told them that Foote Campbell would not be in his
office on Mareh 13 for the Freedom Dav, since he had & appear at
a hearins in Jackson.

Mareh 133 Bv 10:00 A.M, there were about 150 peonle at Fleasant
Green ehurch; the meeting decided te send ﬁﬁﬂﬁ 15 down te the
egourthouse as a tolken resture at 11215, br which time there were
over 200 peonle at Pleasant Green., On theWay to the ccurthouse
the police stonped the.cars, so they dircled the block and went
gnother way. When they got to the courthouse, the police $ld them
that they didn't want any "gang" there. They were told tha t the
registrar wouldn't be there until after lunch, so they went out

to lunch and came back, The nolice let only one car unload at

a time to line up. The group walted outslide the courthouse in the
rain, because Bllly Noble wouldn't let them on the perch. After
eabout three-aquarters of an hour the first person went in to regis-
ter. The pclice let only one person in at a time, so some of the
group had & wait until almost 4:00 P,M, The police questioned
them as they were standing in line- names, addreeses and why they
were there. One policeman told Mr. Nance Conway, after Conway
told him that he was there to sign up for freedom, that he
wouldn't set it there., lrs, Mary Jane Thornton, lMr, Roby Luckett,
and Nrs. ckett stated that they had no trouble in reglstering,
Mre, Magmle Body sald that a policeman asked the group why they
had let a group of people from New York and all over "push all
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©f this nonsense into our heads." He hed sald earlier that

they were looking for trouble, Joesph Williams stated that as he
was leaving the courthouse Red McFater, the game warden, acked him
if he had taken the test., He told him, after learning that he had,

to "zet out of the courthouse here into the streets and don't
come back,"

March 13: At the courthouse Mendy Samstein, a)f SNCC worker, wae
taken out of lir, Bemmett's car, The sheriff talked with and
cuestioned him for some time. He told Samstein that he wasn't
needed and was rather ansry when Samstein told him he was trying
to evercome Nerro fear, His renly wazs, "Fear! You're the one
creating all the fearl" The sheriff aleo asked him if he "slept
with nifgers" at the Freedom Fouse, He then turned to a man
behind him and told him to look at Sameteiln's face so he would
be sure to recognize him 1f he ever saw him agaln. The conver=-
sntion enddd when Sheriff Cavthen told Samsteln to get out of
town; if he didn't, he wouldn't last through the week,

Mareh 21: The Plttsburg Courler had an artlele on the Justice
Department's sult arainst Foote Campbell, The article stated

that at that time there were more than 10,000 Nerroes of voting

age, of whom zbout 150 were reglstered, while thers were about
5,600 whites of voting aze, of whom more than 5,000 were rezistered,
The article stated that, according tho the suit, Campbell has
processed as many as 49 whitee in one day, but that he took Nezroes
only on = one-at-a-time basis- as in the February 28 Freedom Day,
when several lhndred Negroes stood in line, bt only seven were
permitted to take the test,

March 23t Mr, Bhelby Scott, Mrs., Scott and Lucy Plckett went to
the eourthouse to recister. Foote Camnkell told them that

only twe could be in the office at one time, so Miss Pickett
weited outside. Ir. Scoit sald that after he had finished only
the first nare of the apnlication, Foote Campbell took the form
away from him, althourh he had been workéns on 1t only about
five minutes., BScott left.

Mabeh 26: Mr., Nancle Conwar stated in an affidavit that he went
to the recistrar's office to register, FHe told Foote Camphbell
that he could resd and write, but that he needed zlasses so

he covldn't read the arplication. Foote Campbell told him to
g0 to an eyedoctor and ret a preascription.

Mapeh 27: John Newman went to the registrar's office at about
2130 in the afternoon to find out the specifle boundaries of
votingz precincts. He aald, in 2 notarized affidavit, that Hr,
Gampbell looked up at him and said, "What do vou want?" When
Newman stated, in reply to Campbell's question, that he worked
for a civll rights orzanization in Canton, and that he wanted
the information so that the ormanization could inform Negroes
as to what precinct they lived in, Campbell said loudly, " that
T wouldn't get any information from him. I asked him, 'Don't
you think Nezroes ought to know what preelnet they are reslding
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in?' He renlied, 'No,' I asked him arain whether he would tell
me the information he renlied, 'You won't set anything from me,
ever!' He ralsed his voice to say this., Then the uniformed man
sitting next to hin said, 'You'd better cuit asking questions,
0o After some more questiona, Newman left,

April 143 Vre. Inez Melain White renorted that a number of
people were walting in the courthouse, when the sheriff came in
and bld evervbody to zmet out. He said that only one person could
walt 1in the courthouse at a time, A lot of people left,

May 26t The Madlson County lovement sent a letter, signed by
Wilbur Robinson (Vieé Chairman), Rev. McRee (Executive Secretary)
and Mrs. Annle Devine, ~to Fcote Campbell. The letter stated

that the movement planned to have a large number of people at

the courthouse on May 29 and since he had complained that physieal
limitationa had prevented him from resisterings large numbers of
people, the letter sugrested the following steps:™i, Hire sufficient
deputy reglstrars to allow hundreds of neonle to be repistered,

If the County can not pay them we will pay them for registering
people that day, 2. Cpen the nublie schools for the deputy
registrars to work in., 3. If there are not enough schools we
will, at your renquest, obtaln chmrches for the deruty reglstrars
to work in." MNo answer was received.

May 290: Atgthe courthouse, where lire. Oneta Holston went to reglster,
ghe estima%ed thet there were about 45 or 50 people between 1:30

and 3:30. After walting this long, she was allowed to take the
test; on her wav out she saw about thirty more peopnle in line.

8he stated that, while in line, a deputy sheriff approached her

and asked her for her name, address and age., Apparently, the nolice
were aslking all f# of the potential r-zistrants those cuestions.

{ay 29: The followins people were arrested on thelr way to the
courthouse to picket it; these 52 peonle were held incommunicado
for tWo days before thelr arraignment on June 2, BSome of them
were roinz to attempt to resister (as well as the above-mentioned
picketine); many were singins freedom sonzs on theff way te the
courthouse. lNecKinley Hamblin, as stated 1n the fact sheet on
imtimidation and arrests, was beaten, piven inadequate medieal
treatment and refused medical attention offered by a licensed
doctor of the State of lilssissippl- James Anderson. The charges
on the fifty-two are as follows!

For parad%nﬂ without a ﬁermit: (from a Canton City ordinance)

Earms L, exander, Wenda . Bartoo, James Bennett, Edward

Blackman, Charlee Ray Brown, Carl Kenneth Brown, liozle Cole,

Ike Jemes Davis, Edward Drain, Jr,, Liza S. Esco, Roby B. Harris, Jr.,

Joe Lee Hawblue, Ed Hollander, Glen B, Hosman, Jr., Mary Johnson,

Willie B. Jones, Closie MeCullough, J.T. McMerty, Charles

fory, Susie Nichaolls, lack Owens, Betty Jean Shell, lMarvls

Sonall, 2Ben J. Washington, and Frank Washington. (25 4in all)

For picketingz: (Miss, House Bill #546, approved 4/8/64)
Christine Austin, Willle C. Bennett, John Lee Body, Barbara Jean
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Brown, Shirley M. Brown, Sears Buckley, Jr., Annie Pearl Clay,
Jessle lae Dawson, Herman C. Dawson, @Gladys }ae Drailn, llarle
Evana, Wyatt Adam George, Dédwett Grant, Erabara Ann Gray,
Lorraine Hamblln, Ernestine Hollls, Perecy Johnson, &ohn Lacey,
Barbara Nell Luckett, Leon Luckett, Jack lillton, Rosa lae

Small, Sonny Lee Walker, and James Alwin Washington, (24 in all)

For abstructing the sidawalki
Connie Ray and er omas,

For disturbinz the peace and resisting arrest:
eKinley Hamblin

These 52 people filed a petition for removal (Edward Blackman

vs State of lilssissippl) in the U,.S. District Court for the
Southern District of lYieslesipri. This petition states, in
part, "Conviction of petitioners on the charres asainst them

has and willl punish them for the exerclse of rights, privileres,
and immunities secured them by the federal Constitution and laws,
and has and will deter them and othere similarly situated from
the future exercise of these rights, privileges and immunitles,
for, 1f the MNississippl statutes under which they are prosecuted
make petitioners' conduet criminal, those statutes are uncon-
stitutional on their face and 28 applied, whereas if the statutes
are construed so as to save thelr constitutionality under the
federal Constttution, there is no evidence uron whieh veti-
tioners may be convicted consistent with the due process of

1law recuired by the Fourteenth Amendment."

June 2t Mre, lMarion Robinson stated that she, as poll watcher

in the Weet Ward of Canton (Beat Cne)- arpointed by Mrs. Victorla
Gray (a filed candidate for the U.S.8enate from the Btate of
Mississinpl), entered the polling place at about 9:30 A.M,

She presented her eredentlals to the electlion offlelals, who then
said they did not know what a poll-watcher was. They stated that
she couldn't wait inside, although she could stay outside on the
porch. lNMrs. Annle Devine had the same exnerience,

June 6: The Miseissippl Free Press ran an article on the May 29
Freedom Day, It stated that "The new 'lawful' tactics entalls
turning back sspirant voters before they reach the courthcuse.
Law forces now station themselves around ataging roints to turn
back, arrest, intimidate or 'otherwlee' dissuade would be voters)
eee" Tt added that about fifty people whe went directly from
their homes or "otherwise eluded the 'law barrier' manapged to
reach the ecourthouse,"”

Sometime after June 28 Mrs. Carrie Smecot went tc the courthouse
with a groun of v»ecple to try to recister, The groun went into
Foote Cambell's office and said they wanted to recister. Cambbell
sald he was busy and teld the sroup to come back later. lirs.

- Smoot sajd that there were several peorle sitting around the tsble,
but they were not doing anything,
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Aug. 1964: A voter registration sult againat Foote Campbell
wae tried by the Justice Department, It resulted in a temporary
injunction agalnet discriminatory practices in reslstration,

Oet. 30: Mr, Welter Nichols, armed with a letter from the Justice
Department, went 6o Foote Campbell's office, Campbell looked at
the letter and said he was "the wrong fellow." He asked for the
letter back and left the office, The letter read, in part,

"The jJudpe of the United States Federal District Court in Jackson
has directed me to let you know that 1f you go to the Clroult
Clerk's offlice in Canton this week to elgn the reglstration book,
you will be registered in time to vote for the electlion on November
3, 1964, You may bring thils letter with you and show 1t to Vr,
Campbell." It was signed by Purke Marshall- the attorneys for
the Juatice Department were Robert Moore and Frank Schwell,
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