
February '· 1965 

\le , the undersigned members of the e.cadem1c 
community of , aa interested 
and vitally concerned citizens of the United States, 
believe that the Federal Gev~ · ~should take all 
possible legal action to insure the dignity and free
dom or i te ci tlzens . \"l e tefer particularly to the 
murder or the three c1v11 rights workers 1n June, 1964, 
and to the gross inJustices that are inflicted upon 
the Negroes and upon those endeavoring to obte.ln clvll 
rights for all men, 

\1e believe that to achieve the MOala of jus
tice , freedom and equality, gos1s for which Andrew 
Goodman , James Cheney and •·)ichael Schwerner gave their 
lives, the case concerning these men must be thoroughly 
and intensively 1nveat1gated and pursued; for 1f not , 
the sacrifice of these three lives will nave been 1ns1g
nif1cant 1n the arduous and continuous atrusgle for 
equal rights . It la essential that the Federal Govern
ment exercise all its powers to ensure that faots are 
not distorted, that basic human rights are not abused; 
in short , that Justice is done, 

A statement which should not require verbali
zation, one which should be firmly entrenched 1n our 
American consciousneaees , but in fact ie not -- 1a that 
the foundation of our democracy rests on the belief 1n 
the equality of all men . ;-Je , students and faculty of 

strive to strengthen this 
foundation . lie urge the Federal Government to vigor
ously, intensively and decisively continue ita fight for 
Justice 1n an area where it 1e ao flagrantly violated, 
and 1n a case which exemplifies this fight. 


