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T!IT~ vfEEK IN J.lHSISUPPI s 
FREEDOrf DEMOCP..Mll:C PARTY PRES'E~ CONGRES·'iiOl'lAL Cli.IJLIJoliGE Dl PUBLIC !!Ei.R
ING.'l--3'l'ATE OFEJ:CIJ.L~ DrTE!lilCCATED .FY 1'DP .l.Tl'mNE!S-- -NEGRQE.9 PICKET 
JIH Clfl.<;\'1 r..r1ru\RY-POLIC~ TilREJI.'l'<l .hND COURT /lOTION OHECJK9 PROTEST WfON
!l'ffill TI ON 

**** 
For the i'iMt til'\c 'lincc Roconr.truction the scp,Tegotionist proo

t;i.ccm ot Mississippi t " , ta tG o.ftieiols arc hc:ln;; challrmt;cd in ~ubl:ic 
hoaringa as the Freo<loJ;ll Damocratis: Party J;n'aBSO"' ~'t$ &f.forta 1m unseat 
i.hc ~W uh:lte ~lisais"'ippi congressmen 

!rt~DUghoot the state Neffl'DCS hove '>oen test:U'yi.ng nbout their 
eX!?eticnocs in 'trying t o becotr.o 'l:'egistcred -voter' and ¥:llin& or the te'l:'
xor am,l :lnt:ilnidction lirocted acci.nst t hc!n. In Na~hcz , wi tnoases t.old 
ot the eor.~tort threat of eoononic repr1$tls which kc~r~egrocq tr~ par
ticipating in political lito. FDP 1roTkcr.:~ told t~f losing their jobs, of 
phony orrents end other po]J.ce haN>:!111".ent against No(;.roes acti-ve ;1.n civil 
rights ef.i'orts , 

Jlc;:ro<" frrr i!UnJ. ~.roy~ count y gave rlOP09i.tions i n noiJ?hbor1.flR 
Hashint:ton county bcc.nuso nn No~o notary col.lld be i'ound in ilumphrcys 
county to nrosido over tho ~ng!l . Thcy tn1-rl of the mur<lor of e Bol 
~olli Negro loader i n 1955 and ni' hill~ llhito trr i'~Llow:l.nr. the. murder 
i'orcod 1.\!<out 400 )l!o.,rQo~ t o withdraw their nanes frQ!!" th11 vot er rer.:ill
·~ration book!! , 

In Jaaksnn, Fill' nttorn<Jya t'l~k an st;;~to offioic;ls in t ho:l.r ai'
!<Jrt to d(l!'lonstrato the state 1 a l!lys·~cm:.,tia denial Di' !Jcgroos oi' their 
VQt ing riffht::~ end tho powerful r">lo l):f' :lCitl"Ofo!l ~onist orr;anieaticnll in 
tho st..1.toa afi'llira. 

'3ccrctary of Stntc Hr: ':er Ludr.cr lli 1o1 b~· o bot teTY' ..,_f c:ttor
ncyu hoadod 'lP l>y .llttr.-r noy Goner Ill J oo p,J t.c'l''J"n ::.nd c~-();:Jvsrnor J , P . 
Col o:rnan, wa(J tho ~':!.rat 01" tbo. huatilo •.dtm::s~Ol:1 -t;r~crli !'y. He z·oi'used 
atr.r.lm'a t~;~ .roomy qlllliJi:aons on t o ,.ny h.:, hn•l xule•l FTIP condidllt&s ofi' tbEt 
NoV~>~bcr :~~t and declined kncwlr-:1~ Dt o0IllJ11Unications oJtlJC;cn his 
oi'ticr =d the !' lJP about tho r r oups efforts to llcc•w.c ro.d<Jtored cs o 
polltio.11. pnr·~y in t he; stat e , .1\tt"l'neys also intan·"-gate:l Ladnt>r on 
discrim:l.n::~tr>ry vott:1c lot,r,! in the ~tate and asked hin t ' ::lofinc a secti on 
of the st::1te•s ccnstitdinn as roquired ? f voter regiat:rntiPn applicants , 
which ho refused t~ do, 

t.ttcrncy Ooncral :Pnttorson t'olla1~ l Laoinc;r ~n the tvi tness stand 
and was 2Bkod to oxrla:! n what he, ::~s the chief lllw l'lf.fioQr fr<r tho state , 
hr.d done about Justice Dcpll!'tmont 'lUi ts chnrr;inr c.hout J/4' s or t he state' a 
ragistr:xr with <tisorimi nator :r pr ncticos. Un-Jcr llP.flT')'I'livn cl<'emination 
by FDP attorney 11orton %a'lis, of No•=k, ll, J . , Pl?.tt.crson ro~nlo.1 that 
his ofi'ico had intervened i n tha JMeMo :l£ the r odstrnrs liT.!. thout once 
ccnr!uctinr an iiNcsti.gatitm into the chllr~;e<~ ~ninat. thCfl'l, When n9lwd 
if his office hP.1 ovar dono an:rthinp t" iMu:ro Negro votinP, rights he 
r eplied, ·~ h~ven •t rt~ne a thing. • 

In on cf.J.'ort t tl dCllionatrate the influonce of the "effl'ep;ntionist 
White Citi~ens ' Council in Rtnte ai'i':dr'l, F'JJP attorneys continued oxnmin
ation o.r the .ftttorooy GonGTal and ;J.lt'IO called Ci. t:tz.on.q r council offici a~ 
Richard l1or phow, Patt<Jr<~ on eontrndict.,J oarlior tostinony that he hnd 
nover bel onged t o tho Ctlunoil and S<li -1 h~ 1tas n ncmlror up until 1960. 
Morphew testified that at l~t one f ourth of the ~tate • ~ Houso nnd ~e
n.ntc members hnd participated in the weo•s-publle acti.11i.tios . Mnny 
anti-~cgro s tatement s and articles frcm Citizen's Council publicoti ona 
wc:re 'l:'cad into tho record, incl uding statements prnisillf: tho Council 1 s 
segregationist stand from f our of tho five chnllnngod congressmen. 
fDP t:~ttornoy \ofilliam 1\:unstlt:r of' N, I ,, I'J\llllllled up the into.rrogo.ti on by 
saying oi' the Council, "it is pll'l:'t and porcol. of tho go'llerrunont and whoro 
on.c.. b<lgins and tho other ends is impossible t o say." 

FDP attOJ:noys naxt t ook on the Stato Sovereignt r Oommis~on , a 
tmc-aup!'D'I:'tcd ng.oncy created, in tho words oi' its director , t o•proteot tho 
sovereign state of Mississi-ppi from encroachment by tb,c fodcrr:il ~overn
ment," Di.rector Erlc Johnst on tosti.f'iod tljot tl!o cOlllmis sion spont true 
pa~ ' s ~~toney tinanci.ng investigntion of ci.vil rights work in the state, 
!'!Specia:lly Negro voter r ogistrntion ct'i'orts, and makes oontM.bu.t;l.ona t o 
private s0grogo,t:lonist groups. In tho lost year , the Wbi t e diti11ons 1 
Oounc:il has r acci.ved $193 , )00 .f'rtml tho Cq~t1!1d.ssion . 
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Ln investigetor for tno Commisl!ion, ex-FB! ag£Jnt An(lre;r Hop
kins , revealed that he had been asBi rrued to inveBt igate et l east two 
massive voter registration efforts !.>y Werroes in 1-!adi son end Pike counties. 
Al though Hopkina I i nvestif!oti oM enabled hilr1 tC' numbers ami names of 
people i nvolved, he was unable t-:> tell how rnmy NGt;rC'es were actually sl
lm,,O to tak13 the voter 1·e¢.Btra tion test in t'be Freedom Day e!.forts and 
said be l'lad no in.foru.<Jtton rm p?lice heras.went and beati ngs in connecti on 
with the Freed.iim !lliys. iie said he had also investigcted Er':nne ohurch burn
ings and implied that they ~Klre burned b",r pro- ci vil rights elen:ents • 
.r.l though interested in civil rij:bts actiVit y and some church burnirl(ls, 
test:Unony revealed th;)t tho Cpull111ssi C':l wns not at nll i nterested in cases 
Df Jieetimina:tion e{(ainst Nu~:ro~ try.:i.P.g t'l ret:P,st er to vote. 

Public bearinf.'B will c~mtinue unt1l Feh lL , the end of the hO 
dey period allowe1 by fe(1ernl. stntutes to the FJF. The five crmgreiisr.ten 
than have to d.a)l"l to present their co.se, following ~rhich tho FDP has on 
additional 10 1eys· for rehuttsll . All t&stil!lOn;T will then be submittal.! to 
the House of Rr;rrosentetives , lol'ho tdll docido the chnllenr;e . 

M:l.ssj.""-'tiP>'i officinis oro cleerly worri.ed nbout the outcome 
of' the ch~ll!mt;e. G~var.ner l?mfr Johnson bas issued stntement'l t!' the 
press assuring 1-liasissipians that the congressmen will have the befit 
possitle defenSto in fli'Okotin(l their sents. , and hint.Q,j tbot the "!tate 
Sovetoignty Cm llrlssiot'l woul.d proVide f\mds for ttleir cle£ensa. He f'u:t'theP 
urr,ad that Mississ:Lpinns maint~.in whet he celled "goo I order" duril'IIT, the 
pe~ed of the depositwon ~. In further Oopitol act ion, the Governor 
postponed a Stpeoiol aas:rl.tm of ths legisl.BtlJre until naxt spring. CallM 
to dil'louss the )'>t'oblms posed by fe::loral. Grderg to desegregate scboo~9 
or l·,se federal aid • l'lliti- gov.:trr!1lcnt. act;l.cn is OX'J)QCted 1mioh could nd
vetqely affect ·~he t'ive aoont:rO!!slt()ns ' clumc~a in tho chcl~nng~. 
Ttie fi vo th6ll\selves have bean nresent at magt c f the dep~aition heari.ngs·. 

In fUture hoarint'o Nocroas will contrcn thdr aheri ff' l s And 
county registrars witl'l testim,.,ny em voter rord'ltrat ion liscriminat.ion and 
inttmi Jaticn. In l'..c;ridi.an today, 'fuoriff Lawrence Rainey of Nef'l.bO'>a cOUn
ty and his do(>uty Cecil Price-both inl';>licate 1 in the murder of three
ciVil rights trorkcrq la"t s=er-re;l'usorl t;., cprca:r ~r Jepo:rl. tiflOR as 
sul'lp0011Pe1. · -----

In lrt li.nnol.R lBs ~ JUndny owr 100 Ner,ro M~'er!l or tho Freedom 
IJE;tnocrat:l.c Pm-t;r an1 the Mi..•n•issijlpi 9tu.lent Uni;orL"tcL1 the secon•i picket 
line in the county' q hil'tory to prntest tile openinr-; of a Negro llb!.·ary. 
'The City began work <>n the li'n'ery, house:!iin an ol•l .:,:rocePy et>n·a , fol
l o\iting das"i;X'El[;at~m attempts at the 9emore Pulilic X:.~ary. Ner.roea are 
demending tl'la chsin,; of the lle~>ro library and intebl'ation of tlte public 
librnry and tnreaten sit- ir.s if ~hair del!lan'i'l :Ji'e nnt mat. 

In Jackson, civil righta GJ'f'tr. l s puns til pic~et in prptest of 
tbe s l aying o£ an 18 year oH Nefl''l in tha Ei:i.n•3" County Jail were checKed 
by police thrcet"' an'i onuntr court actiona . Acoor\iing to the flherif£>1 s 
of'fioo, the yr:>Uth <ms '!bot and killod by a deputy sheri!£ after he attacked 
i'our ame'i rlPciut:l.eq who llel'B' t.ransferin~:" him tc another cell. ~egro 
rr<mps den::mJ&d 'IU~nsi.•'n oP. the £"ur officer o nl•lng ilith an investiga- 
t'!icn of tho slaying llO J threataned J.'ll:'Cltest ne~~~onstrations if their demands 
were not met . The pollee and sheriff' ' s depBJ•t!tlents il'llt'ediatly countered 
with ttu-eats of' rmss arrests :i.n the event o£ demonstrations and announced 
preparations to convert the ci tyt s f'airm)UrruJs into a temporary ja:n. 
On the heels of the police action came tw c=t nrclers frQlll countll courts 
DUtlll~J demr•nstrations in front of coonty !'!u.i.1qi.no;s. NMOP state f:ielil 
secretary Charles Ever;;r armounce<1 that tleroonstratioll5 woulfl be intlefinatl y 
pnstponed and that ~M.OP atturneys would seck to have the court ofd.,rs 
declll:red unconstituti onal by a federal court. Ever:;~ ur,-:ed Negroes pre-
sent at a prot est ~eating t o ~o to theTDP congressional chal longe bearings. 

In Columbus a Negro OOFO wrlser was a:rres~d and charged with 
"£\I' and larceny" for takinf: a fellow worker I s car to drive two ot her civ1.1 
right'S workers to the COFO office. Ron Carver, an 18 year ol d white 
volunteer frl!ll Withrop, Mass , was attending a moVie with t he t hree when 
pol:l.ce called b1m to the lobby lilnd arrested him for 11ill.egal parking. " 
Following the arrest, Ron Bridgeforth, a 20 yaer old Negro OOFO worker 
from Los Angel es, drove the cor blilck to tha offiCe. Bri dgeforth , who 
earries a standard COFO author.llznti on sl:i.p for use of tb,e c~~r , was later 
arl:'ested on graru,! larceny charges by the slleriff and <1 cleibi!J.ty. Bond was 
set a $5000 b1.<t later red14ced to '10..000. Carver, released the following 
morning on $1.t00 ~cod , r Qpor ts bEling 't:enten in t he ,'jo1.l b, a white trustee. 




