
OPEN RETTER   TO ,AljL   POTENTIAL  cusToingRs oF  HAmmaRMILL  co.

In  the  midst   of  the  Selma  Vot;er  Resist;ration    Campaign

and  Alabamats'  savage  response  to   it,  Hanmer"ill6E  paper  com-

pany  of  Erie,  Pennsylvaniai,   announced  that  it  would  locat;e  ar

$35`million  paper.  mill  in  Selma.     The  decision  I;o  locates  in

Selm8   aBccording  to   the  Harrmer`mill  president  Donald  S.   Lesie

Febc  I+,   wa`s   based  on  the   '''f ine   reports"   the   company  had  re-

cieve`+1  abou.tL,  n'the  character   of   the   cormiunit;y  and   it;s   people."

Rev.   John  Spike   of  the  Na}tionan  Council  of  Chur.ches

called  this  statement  ''either  i;he  height  of  naivet®  of  the`

ff@p,.th  of  r'acism.''

HaTi'mermill's`  decision  may  have  been  based  instead  on

Governor  George  Wallace's   aggeement   t;o  use   the   cr.edict   of

the  st;ate  of  Alabama  to  help  finance  constr`ution  not  only

of  the  plant  but  aDlso  of  access  roads,   inland  docks  and  a

new  bridge  under  a  pr.ogram  which  would  employ  partly  fede-

ral  as  well  a`s  state  funds.

WE   ARE   ASKING   THAT   YOU,   AS   POTENTIAL   0R   ACTUAlj   CUSIO-

MERs--oF  HAm4E:RM-Ill   pAp-ER -€O-. ,   GAH€EL--¥OrlR-~ATeeotEN¥s-un--TH[     ----- I,-

HA"E"ILL  Arm  REFusE  TO  pATRONlzE  THEM,   UNTII,  sucH   TIRE

As   TrE¥  REVERSE  THEIR  DEclsloN   To   LocATE   IN   SEIMA   oR  EXERT

PRESE,}JRE   ON   ALABARA   OFFICIALS   TO   DISCONTINUE   THEIR   RAC`IST`

POI,IC IES ,

In  viewt  of  the  extremely  fayorlable`  tar.ms  which  Wallac`e

offere`d  to  H  ammermill  in  connection  with  a  well-publiz,ed:

program  to  attra.ct  industry  to  the  state  despit;e`  the  dis-

edvant;a`.ge  of  an  explosive  racial  atmosphepen-in  view  of  .

this  we  beliebe`  that  the  officialsr  of  H  ammerrill  may,   if.-

pressur`idi  to  do  do.,  help  move  Alabama.  to   ceas'e  bruta=l  po-

lice  repression  and  permit  the  erxercise  of  our  cherished

Constitutional  rights  in  Selma.

SIUDENT   RTONVI0IjERTP   C 00RDINATIING   a OMMITTEE


