
Statement of Arrest 

Le Ann Faucette, task force 

Quincy FlQrida 

January 29, 1965 

At approxiaately 3~00pm, January 29, 1965, my car was parked in 

front of the Tallahassee City Hall. In the car was Mrs. Corine 

Croaeyer, whom I had driven te the city hall to register to vote. 

As I came out of vhe city hall I ooserved officer Lochee on a 

m:otor skooter :oreparing to write a citation for my illegally ·· 

parked vehicle. Upon approaching the officer I explained that 

the occupant of my car was unable to walk end therefor• I had 

made arrangements with the registrar of voters to come to the car 

and register Mrs. Cromeyer. He said that since I had sufficient 

reason to be so parked he wwld permit me to remain there. 

Upon returning to the registrars office I was J.nfurmed t!l& t Mr. 

Cook had ruled that the registrars could no longer go out to the 

car and register people who were unable to walk. I then went into 

Mr. Cook's off1ce accompanied oy Mr. Spi.ver Gordon. While wait-

i~g to see Mr. Cook I dec1ded that due to the unexpected delay I 

would move my automobile. After moving my automibile I returned 

to the c ity hall and found t 11a t Mr. Gordon had received per-

mission for Mr. Cook for tae registrar to come out 'to the car 

and register Mrs . Cromeyer and oneof his passangers who was 

-also unable to wal~. I then returned to my car and proceeded 

to drive back to the c1ty ha~l . As I avproached an inter-

section l o oserved officer Lockee talking to another officer. 

distance before signaling on his horn for me to stop. Officer 

Merritt asked me for my drivers licence and asked me to accompany 

him to his vehicle which was parked immediately behing mine. 

He tnen asked several questions concerning my ear, drivers 

11Qence, registration, ownerShip, residence, empl oyment, leugth 

of t ime in the city and state etc. I answered hi s questions 

thoroughly. He then informed me that since I had been in the 

state siace •ruesday he .. felt that I had had ample time to make 

the necessary arrangements concerni n g my licence and regis tra-

tioR. Therefore he was going to sight me for improper licenee 
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and tag. He ex lained the proceedure involved and ask&d me to 

follow him to police headquaters. Upon arriving at p olice 

headquaters he and officer Lochee made out two citations. 

Merritt t h en asked me to accompany him downstairs. When 

w& reached a counter in the front office he stated that my 

bond wou.ld be ;W50. 00 , ~25. 00 for each citation, he then asked 

if I wished to make a telephone call. I said I would prefer 

to make a teleohone call. I was t b.en taken into a room where 

I cal led Stu Wichsl e r a t the office in Quincy and informed him 

of wha t had occurred. I then went through the usual b ooking 

proceedure. l asked if officer Merritt would accompany me to 

my c a r so t hat I could explain the delay to Mrs. Cromeyer. He 

agre ed and after doing s o I entered a p atrol car and was driven 

to the jail. After waiting for a pp roximat elv twenty (20} 

minutes I was g~ven sheets, a blanke t and a cup ~1d lead to a 

cel l in the white s ection. I remained t here f o r approxima tely 

fifteen (15) minutes. The jailer t h en arrived and called me 

from the c ell. I was then driven back to police headquaters 

where I was given my prop erty and released. 

Note: While being driven to the jail officer Merritt asked the 

officer who was driv i n g the pat~ol car to s top while he took 

some personal business. While off1eer 

out of the car the officer drivi ng t he patrol car and I 

engaged in conv ers a tion reg a rding the circumst ances of my 

arrest. Upon tel ling him t ' at I had onl~ .. been in the s tate 

s ince Tuesday he espr e s sed sup _rise by saying at least twice, 

" You ha.ve only been h e re since Tu esday?" His voice clearly 

intimated t ha t my detention was a deviation from the norm. 

Also during t h e time enroute to the jai l officer le rritt made 

one derog atory statement c oncarning a p risioner, he refeffed 

to the p risioner as tha t"damn nigger with '~Alep-sy" .. 
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At the time I was returned to police headquaters, one of the 

officers who had aecoaoanied me gave me a form to sign, when I 

stated that I wished to read it prior tC> signing it he said 11 

well I don• t have time to wait while you read it", he t h en wal·ked 

away. When I had finished reading' the form, which was cone~ernin!' 

my bond, I asked the officer behlnd the desk for a p en, he took 

oRe from his shirt pocket an. d threw it ae;ros sed the aounter. I 

signed .ry name a1 d returned 1 t i:m. the sa.mti manner. 

Due t() the delay and detention by the police, the passanger ia 

my automooile Mrs. Cormeyer was not able to re~ist•r. In as much 

as this was the last day of registration, she is therefore 'lillilable 

to vote in the Feoruary 21, city election. 

Le Ann Faucette 

Task Foree __ Qainey Fiorida 


