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Th~ Mi :=.:e iss ippi l''.Leec xa Democratic Party, today made public plaU8 for 
coordina.ti!J3 the e ffu :.·ts of more than 100 l awyers and assistants who w1·u 
gather evidence of in"i. ·Tl.(at ion, harrassment, and other voting denials of 
p:!:os:;::::t;ti-.. 2 Nce;!'o voters :.:1 Mississippi. The de:posi tions to be taken by 
thBse leg~l volunteers fro~ January 20 to February l2 will be submitted t,o the 
House of Representatives in support of challenges to the seating of all five 
of Mississippi's congressmen- e l ect in the 89th Congress on the grounds that 
9)~ of l· ~! r,s i Gsippi t s Negro J:Opulation of voting age has been deliberatelf r 
"~;"'~la~. fuJ.ly rtr''~. s yste!!le.tically excluded from participation in all elections in 
tl:e »ta·c,.l. ·.:_j_f; denj a l has been accomplished through violence, harrassment1 
r .'l : : . .:.r , eco:'lr:':':.: :! rep-r .i. .; _lr. , fraud, a comprehensive mass of unconstitutional 
:tate lc~isl3tlon, and other means that have seemed necessary or appropriate 
to the Stc..t~ of l4.ississippi to accomplish its purposes.. Lawrence Guyot; 
c:: -<:.·::rJ.n of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party said that: "from the 
res}:.:m::-e that •re have been getting to our a}:x;eals for lawyers,. we can say 
that, as a minimum, the r e will be more than 100 l awyers, numerous legal 
e~ ;,;istcmts , and a l arge number of stenographers going into the state to take 
depositions on Negro vote r i ntimidation, harrassment, violence, and the other 
forms of wholesale disenfranchisement of almost the state's entire Negro 
.:poJ!ulation ." 

Guyot said that the Party was engaged in extensive preparation for 
ga.tl::.:. r~.~G e'rldence to present to the House of Representative s in reply to 
t he ~laim and ~~mand filed by the Mississippi congressmen-elect in their 
ans'\oters :it?.tj ne; that they had no "personal knowledge as to the truth or 
f al s i t y-" of "systematic and deliberate disfranr'.llsement and exclusion of 
J;~c;roe z f!'Om the e l ectoral proce ss in Mississippi • 11 The Mississippi membel"d 
elect d-2I".a..nded strict proof of this "systematic and deliberate disenfran ... 
chi sement", Guyot declared, and it is this proof the Party is nbw preparing 
to gather . 

The l~DP announced that the first wave of notices and subpoenas to persons 
from whom evi dence will be taken in Mississippi would be served shortly. 

Plans were a lso announced about the holding of legal s eminars and briefiQg 
sessions in four major citi es. These sessions for the lawyers going into 
Mississippi will take place on the vest coast in Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
i n the east in New York City, and i n the South in New Orleans during the week of 
Januo.ry 9 - 15. "The first t e ams of lawyers will enter the s tate on about 
Jnr.~ary 20th," Guyot said. "Arrangements are already being made in the various 
Missisr.iprri. ccD.gressional districts to set up the machinery for the taking of 
evid8nce • What ,.,e will be doing i s collecting the first complete body of 
f orr:ie.l; G"t,TO:cn evidence which will tell to the Congress and the nation the 
tru :fe.~ t::> c."bout the near-total exclusi on of Negroes from the ballot in Mississippi. " 

It w as also anno1mced that the MFDP has requested the assistance of the 
many major leg~l defense or ganizations involved in the Mississippi Summer Project 
duri ng the summer of 1964 . 

The taking of testimony and of other evidence will take place unde r authority 
c:~rivL'.g from Titl e 2, U. S . Code 201, under which the MFDP challenges now pending 
be=-c:.::::o -~ ~- ·"! Hot'.se have been filed . The MFDP period for t aking evide nce will run 
until F~bruary 12, or 40 days after t he filing of replies to the challenge by the 
MissisE iJ:pi congr essmen- elect . They file d answers on January 2 , 1965 . 

Bc..u~d O!l a strong and subs tantial prima facie case already maCe in its Notice 
of Cont':!::.:t , t he MFDP is ask ing the House not to prejudge the case by seating the 
congressmen-el~ct on Monday, January 4, 1965 , before a full presentation of the 
co~plete and comprehensive evidence ha s been presented. 
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